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PREFACE 


LS HE Greek Manufcript, of which 


wet See I bere offer the Publick a Tran- 
SX flation, was found in the library 
of a foreign nation, extremely jea- 

us of this fort of treafure. Thofe 
who procured me the —s of it would 
admit of my publifbing this Tranflation upon 
no other terms, but that of concealing the 
brary in which the Original is depofited, 
The author is no where named: But we find 
by feveral Paffages in this work, that he was 
a Greek born, and lived at Alexandria, under 


the reign of Marcus Aurelius. 
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= THERE is no room to doubt but this 
work is a fittion. The event of fundry en- 
terprizes proving in a manner fuch as a 
reader would wifb or hope, the unexpetted 
return and rencounter of feveral perfonages, 
but above all, the great number A difcourfes 
diretily from the Perfons themfelves, Re 
ently evince, that our author has not tied bim- 
Self down to fuch real fais, which the com- 
mon circumfiances : of fe make liable to à 
greater confufion, and that he takes upon him 
the entire difpofal, not only of the attions, 
but even of the thoughts of thofe perfons he 
brings upon the frage. 


THE particular advantage, which be 
protofed to bimfelf, obliged him to employ 
his pen in this kind of writing... Hiftory, 
properly fo calPd, has beyond difpute its ex 
cellenctes. It is an Improvement of the Mind, 
which we expect from every one who undertakes 
to cultivate education. Hifiory is efféntial to 
the profefions of fome, and a recreation almoff 
univerfally caveted by otbers, whofe main bu- 
© finefs feems the moff diftant from it. It is 
one of the chief fprings of true philofophy, 
by the knowledge it gives us of human paffions 
and prejudices. It is accounted the moft fure 
guide in politicks, by furnifbing one. fingle 
perfon with the experience of all preceding 

3 : ages. 
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ages. In fhort, it is looked upon by fome as 
a great foundation of moral inftra:tions, by 
the reiterated examples it lays before us o 
‘good and evil. 


BUT with regard to this laft property; I 
believe, when we come to 7. the matter 
narrowly, we {ball find hiftory fall far fbort 
of hiion; ad à ies A ioth sé hued 
a manner as becomes every prudent writer; 
that is, with an Eye to form the manners of 
men. Fiffory, in itfelf, is but a collettion of 
facts, guided by providence, for ends generally 
unknown to us: and tho’ every thing be 
wonderfully. well ordered, furfuant to the 
myflerious views of ‘the divine wifdom and 
juftice; the confequences of mens attions are 
frequently to cur eyes but a feries of difap- 
pointed projets and crimes unpunifbed A 
view of what has happened in the world is, 
frittly fheakirg, no other than a view of 
what paffés in a place of publick refort, net~ 
ther the one nor the other is in any-wife moral 
but by the os ge of the fpelfator or re= 
lator. Ina Word, mere hifiory ts rather an 
ebjeit than a doctrine. 


BUT in a fifitious work the mA is very 
different. The moral Author, if bis under- 
taking be narrative, generally makes st bis 
Bufinefs to reprefent his hero adorned with 


all the virtues proper to his fiate and con 
A 3 ditions 
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dition. He places him in all fuch circumftan~ 
frances as may give bim room to exercife thefe 
virtues. He fets bim in oppofition not only 
to wicked men, but to one whofe virtues are 
weak and wavering ; that their different cha- 
vaiters may make that of his hero fbine forth 
with the greater lufire. His images are 
accompanied with judgments already formed, 
and explicit advices. In a word, bis in- 
firuttions are rendered perfett, as well by 
dottrine as example. We might combine and 
melt down numbers of the great Men in bia 
ffory, and unite the events of many ages; be- 
fore we fbould find thofe materials for wonder 
and imitation, which a judicious author of a 
fifion will often produce in but a fmall part 
of the life of one fingle bero. 


THE two works we have hitherto fees of 
this kind, Telemachus and the Travels of Cyrus 
perfectly anfwer this idea. It is not a compa- 
rifon with hiffory, which is of a quite different 
nature, but a comparifon of good fifitious 
works, which will more and more difcover the 
pernicious folly of romances, when by that term 
we mean an advantageous, or if but a favourable 
reprefentation of the frailties or pot of love. 
But a yet more important effet of good fiition 
well be toexplode falfe herot/m. That cruel am- 
bition and implacable revenge celebrated by fo 
many orators and poets under the epithet of va- 

our, will be divefied of the lufire they have 
cloathed it with, and we {ball foon look upon 
whatever 
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whatever bas contributed to raifé thefe falfe 
virtues to fuch an eminence, as the deceit{ul 
beauties of eloquence, or poetry, 


THIS happy effet feems to be already in- 
fufed in the minds of men. The [poil of na- 
tions does now no longer appear an objets of 
emulation; at leaft among civilized people, 
Panegyricks upon conquefts and devafations 
are no more patterns in the education of prin- 
ces; and good poets have done with extolling 
them for making arms alone their paffime, 
I find no reafon to repent of what I Fu 
faid fpeaking of Telemachus : That if the 
happine/s of mankind could be faid to arife 
from a poem, it would be from that. . And 
tho’ princes may not often apply themfelves 
much to reading, yet thofe who bave the care 
of their education, knowing as well the origine 
as progrefs of learning, don’t [uffer them to 
be ignorant, either in thofé principles of mo- 
rality or maxims of lenity, which even their 
own times may bave produced and eftablifbed. 
Princes now afcend the throne endued with a 
knowledge of true glory, and imbibing the very 
fame fentiments on this head with the publick, 
they concur in fupporting it in that tranquility 
and happine/s which is expetted from them 


AA peace, the long continuance of which has 
uo precedent in our bifiory, is unqueftionably 
owing to Yhe wifdom of a great minifler. And 
the French nation acknowledges all the obli- 
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ations due to him for that unwearied adminia 
firation which is the fupport of their tranqui- 
jity: But the princes be has to treat with 
would perhaps more firenuoufly oppofe bis 
meafures, fan education advanced by a work, 
which is of ni to all the kings in the 
univerfe, bad not reconciled them to the fame 
difpofitions of mind as the young and auguft 
monarch, in whofe kingdoms Telemachus took 
its birth. If we are allowed to affert, that 
the encreafe of literature has introduced a 
politene/s and good tafie in all the courts and 
cities of Europe, we may jufily attribute, at 
leaf? in part, that fondnefs for peace, which 
at this time feems to be the favourite paffion 
of all nations, to thofe works which contain 
an excellent moral, fet off with all the embellifhs 
ments that can render it agreeable. We may 
certainly number them among the caufes of 
that juft and pacifick temper of mind, which 
every one is feemingly big with, and which by 
degrees extirpates thofe animofities among nati« 
tions, which the bare remotenefs of their fore 
mer inducements, began to render unjuft and 
reproachful; and in the place of which a 
mutual value for the virtues, talents, and 
every commendable quality of their neighbours 
ds daily fubftituted. | 


A natural confequence of the fuccefs of 
‘Telemachus zexz to reforming our judgments, 
and foftening our manners, ought to- be laying 
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a foundation for a new kind of work. The 
firft poems of antiquity produced imitations of 
the fame form and denomination, as Epopeas, 
Tragedies, Idylls and the like; but the author 
of Telemachus has only been imitated.in the 
effential part; that is by the fame intention 
or zeal to produce the fame effects. Thus 
Telemachus ts an epick poem; but the Travels 
of Cyrus, in conformity to their title, contain 
only the hero’s rambles in fearch of in- 
firuétions from all the wife men of bis times, 
in order to introduce into his own dominions 
whatever he found good and — in the 
different cu sffoms of the moft celebrated king- 


doms and commonwealths. 


THE Work before us is, with regard to 
the moral defign of it, of the fame fpecies 
with both; but more different in the form of 
it, than they are one from the other. hey 
are both properly a fyfiem of education: and 
tho’ Cyrus was more advanced tn years than 
Telemachus ; both heroes only treafured up 
snfiruttions for practice, or made trialof what 
they were to put in ufe; the former in the 
management of a little kingdom, and the 
latter in the government of a vaf} empire. 
My author, on the contrary, difplays a compleat 
life, or the aftual application of thofe -princia 

les and fentiments, which his hero bad im. 
bibed in the courfe of 2 moft excellent education. 


So that in this hiftory, which is divided into 
À 4 ten 
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ten books, the hero, from the fourth, is in 4 
condition to infirutt others; and in the whole 
fequel alts alone upon bis own motives. Mov'd 
by à true beroifm, be emplays the time of a 
tedious exile in the queft af unknown tay sof 
whom be frees from the bondage of the moft 
barbarous fuperfistions, and becomes their 
Jawegiver. In his return, be, by bis valour, 
relieves a mighty republick from an enemy, 
that was at its very gates, but demauds no 
other reward for bis labour, than the prefer- 
vation of the people be had vanquifbed, whofe 
king or tyrant bad been the aggreffor. Being 
at laf returned into bis native country, be be. 
comes a sig Fra to thofe he bad reafon to 
look upon as bis enemies and rivals, rejoicing 
in thofe sunthures, which engaged bis honour 
to facrifice bis own intereff to theirs, and made 
the happine/s be obtained far them bis duty. 


SET HOS is not alone virtuous by a natu- 
ral difpofition or from a babit. Le motives 
of his condutf are drawn from durable and en- 
lightened principles, which be difplays in dif- 
ferent rencounters. And be forms to himfelf 
fuch eg as, tho always tending towards 
the higheft perfection, and even to heroifm, are 
yore recommendable by their accuracy than their 


Severity, Fence we have reafon to fuppofe, that, 


our author, whe liv'd in the fesond century, had 
fome knowledge of morals far fuperior to thofe 
ef pagani/m. From thefe morals, tt 53 very plais 
we + = | be 
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he borrows thofe adequate definitions of the 
virtues and vices, which he fometimes puts 
into the mouth of bis hero, and fome others o 
bis perfonages. And upon this it is I build 
the confidence I have in affirming, that this 
work contains a more refined and profound 
moral than has hitherto been feen in any book, 
she prodult of mere literature, or of the num- 
ber of thofe which may be fiil'd prophane. 


AS our author, however, leaves his hero a 
agan; be confines himfelf, inthis hiffory or 
; e, wholly pee Kak ; and Be ht 
mendation of fuch to the prattice of mankind is 
not without its advantage. It is by.means of 
them, if I may be allowed the expreffion, we 
can have intercourfe with the manners of thofe 
nations, who fe the moff from us in point of 
religion. It is by them, that even in religion 
see we are able to keep up that humanity and 
probity, fo neceffary for the publick good, in 
men who have the unbappine/s of not enough 
perceiving thofe motives “à another kind, which 
. are of greater importance to them. To con- 
clude, by them we can fbew thofe too zealous 
perfons, who feem to defpife fuch virtues as are 


merely moral, that chriffian virtues are in.re= 


gard to moral virtues what faith is with refpet 
to reafon, fuperior, but never contradiffory. 


ANOTHER of our authors views has 
been to lay bold of the opportunity of an Egyp- 
tian 
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tion hero to throw into his work a great num- 
Ser of learned curiofities, concerning that once 
fo famous people: And farther, as he makes 
bis bero travel over a great part of the globe, 
he had carefully got. together sa “pur 4 
notions of the ancient geography. This was, 
without doubt, one of his aes for giving 
bis work the turn of a hiftory or life, prefer- 
able to that of a poem or romance. In reality, 
the exaniples of Herodotus, Polybius, Diodo- 
rus, and efpecially of Plutarch, fufficiently 
juftified bis inferting in this narrative, not 
only political or military antiquities, but even 
biflorical paffages relating to the rife and 
progrefs of human knowledge. Thefe great 
writers looked upon fuch. digreffions as very 
curious for the common part of readers, who 
want time or patience to bave recourfe to 


other fprings. 


I muft own, however, that upos a view of 
my whole tranflation, I began to fear the 
inconveniency of interruptions, either too fre= 
quent or too prolix, in @ life built upon fable, 
the contexture of whofe parts ought te render 
it more engaging than common lives. Of all 
the particulars on this head: in the original, 
I have therefore only preferved fuch as were 
neceffary to give an adequate idea of the edu- 
cation of a hero, who flood in-need of great 
lights, to.undertake a very long voyage, not 
before attempted ; avd then to give ah 
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laws to the different nations, which were ci- 


vilized by him. The academies of Memphis, 

which he frequents in bis moft tender youth, 
aud the obfervatory of Thebes, which he vifits 

before he imbarks for his voyage, were pre 
rations effential to the carrying on of this de- 

fen. And fo the reader will find a plan of 
the former in the firft book, and a sketch of 
the other in the fifth. But even in thefe 
hints I have confiderably abridged our author's 

hiftorical re between the {ciences of the 

Egyptians and thofe of Greece. 


NEVERTHELESS, the general impreffion’ 
which will arife from the Sody of the work, 
4s fufficient to give even a pretty extenffue idea 
of the Egyptians, Phenicians, and fome other 

—nations: And even the fiction will be no hinde~ 
vance to a fearch into the grounds of their un- 
der fianding and manners. Many. people have 
no other notion of the Greeks and Romans but 
what they bave taken from Tragedy; anda 
certain principle, not very eafy to define, teaches 
them to diftinguifh that whith may reafon- 
ably be ferryed to be true from what is pro- 
bably the hu of invention only. This ad- 
vantage has been improved even in romances, 
and the ninth part of Cleopatra gives us as 
faithful a pilfure «J the receffès of Aguftus’s 


court, as we could expect fige the Abbot. of 
St. Real, But here the reader will frud plainer 
_ 2 4 indications 
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indications than are to be found either in tra- 
gedies or romances. 


WE may at firft view rely upon the par- 
ticular uate. as well if E _ as 
of other nations, which the auther confirms 
quoting any known writers. He feems hime . 
Self to have feparated the real from the fiéti- 
tious, by alledging bis anecdotical authors for 
thofe fobs which are wholly the children of 
bis own invention, or for fach fa pr as are 
founded upon truth, but are refined and ampli- 
fed.in the relation. Fiftion bas a right of 
Sacrificing the accuracy of faës, not only ta 
_. virtues, but even to = embellifbment 
of the narration ;. fuppofing befides that the 
La of fuch mn E pea the ine 
Siruttion more agreeable, An example of this 
condut in aur author, is the important arti- 
cle of initiation, which alone fills two whole 
books. But even this article is very conm 
formable to the effential part of this re- 
 nowned inffitution; as far as it could break 
thro that rigid flence which cover'd it, andas 
we find any traces of it in thofe authors, either 
Pagan or Chriftian, who have mentioned it. 
The whole work is’ full of manners and 
cuftoms, part of which FT rayfelf have con- 
jirmed by notes added to the text.” As to fome 
other lefs confiderable paffages, for the proof 
of which I bave defignedly avoided over- 
: Oo charging 
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charging this work with quotations. I dure 
venture to affirm, that the more my readers 
may bave examined, the more they will find 
our author agree with thofe teftimonies which 
are either colletted or difperfed in the different 
writings we baue left of antiquity. For tho’ 
my intent was to clear this work from all 
tedious erudition, I never defigned to deprive 
st of the advantage and fupport A curious 
enguiries: but had always my autbor’s chief 
aim in view, who adding his love for learn- 
sng to that of virtue, looks upon literature 
sn a nation, taken in general, as the fource 


and fuppert of every humane and civil virtue. 


TO conclude, our. author feems to bave 
drawn all the probability, that can be ex- 
pected from a fifitious writer, concerning the 
knowledge he could be fuppofed to have of 
the attions and fentiments of bis hero, from 
the place where he lived. He is treating of 
an Egyptian prince, born in the century prea 
ceding the Trojan war, a time in which 
ancient E was in its greateff fplendor. 
Now sis bavi’ fo remote ae boi fur- 
nifbed no publick memoirs to any other writer 
either of Italy or Greece. But it is very 
natural to fuppofe that a citizen of Alexandria 
may have been mafter of memoirs taken in the 
confufion of war from the facred archives 
of Egypt, and unknown even to the Egyptian 


prieffs 
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prieffs of bis times; and befides thofe priefs 
who accompanied Sethos in his travels, may 
bave been the authors of them. It was to 
give a like fanition to her hiftory that Madam 
de Scudery in the preface to her Cyrus, a hero 
pofterior to ours by Jeven or eight hundred 
years, fiudies to have it thought the trans 
Jlation of an ancient manufcript found in the 
Katican library. 


IN the fecond place, as our author men- 
tions the ferences of the Egyptians only compa- 

_ ratively with thofe of the Greeks, from whom 
alone the Romans had any knowledge of an: 
cient Egypt; the fecond century, or the lat- 
ter end of the firft, and the beginning of the [e- 
cond, in which he lived, was the moff proper 
time for this comparifon. A time which 
may juftly be termed the moff favourable to the 
Sciences both for the Romans and Greeks, then 
under the fame empire. M. de St. Evremont 
bas already remarked that the days of Auguftus 
were only noted for poetry; and that we muft 
look, fomething farther back for the days of 
eloquence. Our beff writers in point of paint- 
ing and fculpture, M. Felibien and M. de 
Piles, feem on the other hand to refer the 
period ‘4 fcientes among the Romans, to that 
interval of time included in the reign of Vef- 
pafian and the Antonines. The names of Pliny, 
Ptolemy and Galienus alone give us reafon to 
. x 
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x their greateft eminency thereabouts, and 
the reader will find in this life. fundry 
evidences to prove, that Alexandria was 
then their principal feat, even for the Ro 
mans themfelves. efe confiderations were 
Sfifficient to puftify our author with re- 
gard to what I have thought proper to omit 
* on this head, and :may perhaps give bim 
more credit with regard ta that little TF have 
retained. = un 


LICENCE. 
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LICENCE. 


By Order of the Lorp Keeper of the 
Seats, I have read a Manufcript, en- 
titled: The Lire of SeTuos ; taken 
from private Memoirs of the ancsent 
Egyptians, tranflated from a Greek 
Manufcript. This Work, which con- 
tains excellent Leflons of the moft 
refin'd Morality, and is full of folid, 
and the moft extenfive Learning, can’t 
fail of being equally inftruétive and 
curious. 


Paris, Fan. 29. 1731. 
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SETHOS 


BOOK I. 


Se) HE Egyptians, who go farther 


back in the relations of their ori- 
gine than our hiftories reach, fay 


They name feven: Vulcan, the 
Sun, ges Saturn, Ofiris, Ifis and 
Typhon. By Vulcan, to whom they affign 
no beginning, their philofophers mednt that 
elementary fire, which is diffufed every . 
This fame fite, re-united into one globe, i 
the Sun, the fon of Vulcan. Real odie, 
defin'd by his very name, was their gocd genius 
Vor. I. B or 


the Gods were their firft kings. 
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or principle. Saturn, or Time, was the father 
of Ofiris and Ifis, brother and fifter, husband 
and wife, the two fexes of nature. Typhon, 
their third brother, was always regarded by 
them as their evil principle. 


Horus was the fon of Ofiris and Ifis, 
reafon, or human wifdom, and he began the 
reign of the demi-gods. Thefe were nine in 
number, Horus, Mars, Anubis, Hercules, 
Apollo, Ammon, Tithoes, Sofus, and Jupiter, 
or Menes. I fhall not fpeak of every one of 
thefe in particular, moft of them being pretty 
well known to the Greeks and Romans, even 
in their allegorical fignification. I fhall only 
obferve, in order to fet the times of my hero 
in a clearer light, that the latter of thefe demi- 
gods began the reign of men. He was indeed 
look’d upon but as a man in his life-time: but 
after having rul'd all Egypt alone by the name 
of Menes, he was, after his death, in con- 
fideration of his happy reign, number’d with 
the gods by the name of Jupiter. He had 
four fons, Thot or Mercury, A®{culapius, 
Athotes and Curudes, of which the two firft 
were, as well as himfelf, advanced to the skies. 
Menes, to render the fucceffion to his ftates 
equal, divided Egypt into four kingdoms. 
Mercury reign’d in Thebes, Æfculapius at 
Memphis, Athotes at This, ard Curudes at 
Tanis. ‘This was the rife of the four great 
Dynatties of Egypt, which were collateral or 

cotem- 
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cotemporary for fixteen hundred years, to the 
time of the famous Sefoftris, king of Thebes, 
and conqueror cf Afia. * The other Egyptian 
dynafties, which fome hiftorians mention, to 
the number cf twenty, from the umes of 
Menes to Sefoftris, were but feparate branches 
of thefe four chief divifions; and the diffe- 
rent names they give them, as Heracleopo- 
lites, Xoites, Elephantins, and the like, were 
taken from the refidence of fome of the kings 
of each dynafty in different cities of the fame 
kingdom. 


As for the Shepherd Kiñgs, who were 
foreigners, and having dwelt in Egypt during 
the ipace of three or four ages, feem to have 
interrupted this fucceflion; they never had 
any fettled poficilion on this fide Tanis, on 
the borders of Delta, tho’ they obliged the 
natural kings of thofe regions to retire to 
Heliopolis. But as thefe foreigners, originally 
Arabians, made frequent incurfions into the 
other parts of Egypr, the Egyptians, being 
reunited, attack’d, and having vanquifh’d 
them, oblig’d them, and their defcendants, 
to furnifh all Egypt with flaves. This victory 
was obtain’d near two hundred years before 
the birth of Sefoftris, who found Eeypt in a 
{tate of tranquillity, and made it very flourifh- 


* The preceding genealogies are conformable to thofe 
of Marfham ; but what follows feems to agree with the 
chronology of father Pezron. 
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ing. This hero had the ambition to fet the 
god Ofiris for his pattern, and like him, ac- 
cording to the Egyptian traditions, vifited a 
great part of the earth, teaching the inha- 
bitants to cultivate it, and to form agreeable 
and ufeful focieties; thus Sefoftris was the firft 
king, of the race of men, who bore arms 
in Afia, and there introduced and eftablith’d 
the laws and fciences of Egypt. He even 
rul'd all che four kingdoms of Egypt, not 
indeed by a fovereign power, but by the fu- 
periority of his genius, his virtues and re- 
putation. 


Hrs firft fucceffors fupported for a time, 
efpecially with regard to foreign provinces, 
the fplendor of fo great an empire; and we 
find, about one hundred years after Sefoftris, 
Mendes or Memnon, king of Thebes, ruler 
of Sufa and Phrygia, chaftizing the revolted 
Bactrians, and re-eftablifhing order among 
the people conquer’d by his anceftor. But 
Ramefles, who fucceeded Memnon, want- 
ing both the courage and conduct of his 
forefathers, loft, by his weaknefs, all the 
conquer’d dominions, and, by his pride, a 
title which he had til then retain’d above 
the other kings of Egypt. His immediate 
predeceflors having need of all their cunning 
as well as force, to keep the diftant pro- 
vinces under the yoke cf cbedience, had 
treated thefe kings with difcretion, and had 

not 
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not abus’d that right, which they perceived 
had in truth only devolv’d upon Sefoftris, on 
account of his perfonal merit. But young 
Ramefies * foon difcover’d his character by 
two obelisks, which he caus’d to be intcrib’d 
with titles fo oftentatious and falie, with re-. 
gard to him, that in latter ages ‘they have 
been thought to relate to Sefoftris. This 
young prince, whofe whole {tudy was to deck 
himfelf with a vain and momentancous 
Bory, the ignominious confequences of which 
never forefaw, took upon him to {fend 
thefe kings, who were now become his 
equals, his commands in form. But they 
foon gave him to underftand, that they in- 
fifted upon Egypt's retaining its priftine form 
of four dynafties, which had been always in- 
dependant fince the four fons of Menes. 
They alledg’d, that Sefoftris himfelf had not 
interrupted them: and that the kings their 
predeceflors, in his life-time, referving the © 
royal title and dignities, had accepted of 
diverfe regulations, by him propofed, only 
becaufe they appear'd to be equally advan- 
tageous to the whole nation. Such was the 
divifion he had made of all ‘Egypt into thirty- 
fix nomes + or provinces, the particular go- 
vernors of which could with greater eafe 
keep a watchful eye over the productions of 


: ue Oed. Ægyp. tom.4 p.162. & Marfham, p. 431. 
ed. in fol. 
t Diadorus, I. 1, | 
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nature and art, which they furnifh for foreign 
commerce; and over the taxes they were 
in a condition to contribute in cafe of a ge- 
neral war. It was to him, they faid, were 
owing thofe temples which were erected in 
each city, to the honour of its tutelar god; 
the wall which extended from Pelufa to 
Heliopolis, and put a ftop to the inroads of 
the Syrians, and bordering Arabians of the 
defarts, a people under no manner of dif- 
cipline; the great canal, by which a com- 
munication was open’d between the Medi- 
terranean and the Red-fea, and the whole 
eaftern and weftern commerce made to pafs 
thro’ Egypt; and laftly thofe dykes and 
fluices, which taking in the whole {pace 
from the Cataracts of the Nile, to its mouth: 
or entrance into the fea, between the moun- 
tains of Libya, and the coafts of the red-fea, 
ftopp'd or received, as occafion rcquir’d, the 
inundations of that river. But they addcd, 
thar, all thefe undertakings being finifhed, they 
knew how to maintain them, each in his 
own dominions, without the advice of Ra- 
mieiies, from whom they abfolutcly refufed 
to receive any commands. This oppofiticn 
put an end toa difpute, whicha king, more 
wife than he, might have kept undecided ; 
and he was obliged to take up with the title 
of king of Thebes the great, which de- 
voivd to Sefoftris by right of his anceftors. 


AEGUT 
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ABOUT two hundred years after the death 
of Rameffes, and fifty or fixty years before 
the Trojan wars; Oforoth, a prince advanced 
in years, fucceeded to the crown of Mem- 
phis, a dynafty but little inferior in power to 
that of Thebes, but by far preferable to it 
with regard to the lenity of its climate, and 
the beauty of its fituation. The city of 
Memphis, the metropolis of the dynafty, 
was fituate on the weftern bank of the Nile, 
near the place where that only river of Egypt 
divides itfelf into feven arms, of which thofe 
two, which are at the greateft diftance one 
from the other, enclofe the Delta, and all 
together form feven mouths at their entrance 
into the great ocean (the Mediterranean.) 
All Egypt has, from the antienteft account 
of time, been ftil’d a gift of the Nile; being 
fuppos'd to be only a heap of earth, which 
the waters of this river has fucceffively carry’d 
away with its ftream from the fouth to the 
north. But the formation of the Delta is 
held to be more recent: becaufe according to 
thofe * monuments, which may well be look’d 
upon as hiftorical truths, the Pharus of Alex- 
andria, which is now join’d to the continent, 
was formerly twenty-four leagues diftant from 
itinthe fea. This region is fo delightful, that, 
according to fable, the gods form’d it upon 


* Piin. lib. 2. c. 35. Sen. queft. nat. lib. 6. c. 26. 
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the conftellation of the triangle, which pades 


vertically over the Delta every Day in the 
year. 


OsoroTy, not long before his acceffion to 
the throne, had marry’d Nephte, daughter 
of the king of This, a third dynafty, firuate 
between Memphis and Thebes, to the weft 
of the river Nile. Of this princefs he foon 
had the prince, whofe life I am about to 
write. He was the eldeft of the three fons 
of Oforoth, mentioned in the annals of 
+ Manethon only by the name of the Ano- 
nymi. But tho’ this famous hiftorian was 
a prieft, and even keeper of the facred ar- 
chives of Heliopolis; as he did not write till 
the reign of Ptolomeus Philadel phus, two 
hundred years after the devaftation of Egypt 
by Cambyfes, the remains of thofe memoirs 
he was pofñefs d of were but very imperfect. 
J have, by means not to be related, difcover'd 
thofe which are more ample, and have been 
prefervd more entire; and which give to 
the firft of thefe Anonymi of Manethon the 
name of Sethos, and the furname of Sofis, 
or Preferver, for a reafon that will be fhewn 
in the fequel of his life. 


t See the Egyptian origines of Perizonius, p. 47. uncer 
the column, ex African. allo the 39, and 49 bages, io 
which Manethon is al iedg'd to be the firft author of the 
feq uels of Afri.anus and Eufebias. 
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Tue birth of this prince fill’d the whole 
kingdom wich joy; fo great was the love the 
people bore to their king, or rather to the 
queen, who, tho’ but young in years, ga- 
vern’d them with an admirable wifdom and 
goodnefs : For Oforoth, whofe character it 
would be difficult to trace in one fingle pic- 
ture, and which will not be well underftood 
till towards the conclufion of this hiftory, 
immediately entrufted the reins of govern- 
ment in the hands of the queen. This prince 
did not afcend the throne till the soth year 
of his age; And king Sefonchis his father, 
more jealous of his prefent authority than 
attentive to the future felicity of his fon and 
fubjeCts, had kept him ignorant of the affairs 
of his realm, even to the moment he left 
him his fucceflor. So Oforoth, having for- 
tify’d his natural indolence by a life given 
up to floth and inactivity, had no other tafte 
of the fweets of royalty, but that of indepen- 
dency,. and fought how to disburthen him- 
felf of the weight of government. This part 
fell, as it were of itfelf, into the hands of 
the queen, more capable than any other of 
receiving it; and what appear’d in the eye 
of the people to be a judicious choice, was 
in reality the mere effect of fupinenefs in 
Oforoth. He was one of thofe kings, who 
being of themfelves neither good nor bad, 
become the very beft or worft of princes, 
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juft as they happen by mere accident to fall 
into the hands of good or wicked minifters: 
Unhappy the fituation of a people fubje& to 
a prince whofe very errors are without con- 
troul ! 


NEPHTE, from the firft dawn of her power, 
had filld her fubjeéts with the hopes of a 
gentle government. They were the more 
fenfible of it, as their deceas’d king, other- 
wife a great prince, was rigid and ftern in 
his manners. The minds of the people were 
fenfible of a relief, even before the queen 
had eas’d them in the publick burden; be- 
caufe, without diminifhing the king’s reve- 
nue, fhe had found means of rendring it lefs 
perceptible. Even the riches of private per- 
fons encreasd by the confidence they plac’d 
in her, and in one another. She, at the fame 
time, brought up her only fon with all the 
affection of a mother, and the forefight of a 
wife queen. She earneftly defir'd to fee him 
attain to that age in which fhe might, in 
her turn, deliver up to him that adminiftra- 
tion, which fhe look’d upon but as a truft 
committed to her charge. In the mean 
time fhe took as an affiftant in the con- 
duct of her affairs, an excellent perfon, 
call’d Amedes; who, tho’ he had not in the 
late reign pafs’d thro’ all the offices of dignity 
wherewita he might have been invefted, yet 
had acquitted himfelf with great honour in 

feveral 
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feveral eminent ftations, as well civil as mili- 
tary, and in negotiations with foreign prin- 
ces; and who now advis'd the queen (as he 
had before the late king) to conceal from the 
publick the honour fhe did him, to avoid ex- 
citing the jealoufy of the great, and that mur- 
muring of the people, which is often rais’d 
_ againft thofe minifters who are moft zealous 
for the publick felicity. Hence the queen, re- 
ferving Amedes for her cabinet counfellor, 
without any title of note, preferr’d the beft of 
her fubjects, among thofe whom the different 
degrees of birth feem’d to prefent for every 
place that became vacant. Thus her fove- 
reign authority was employ’d in diftinguifh- 
ing merit, without fubverting order; and the 
number of the difaffected was very fmall, and 
even they were apprehenfive of uttering thofe 
complaints, which they knew the voice of 
the publick would condemn. 


WHILE the queen intirely devoted herfelf 
to affairs of ftate, the king gave himfelf up 
to all the amufements of a glittering court. 
But as theie were never reliev'd by any thing 
ferious, they could fcarce keep him from 
uneafinefs, and manifefted in the king of a 
great pecpic, a man whofe very leifure fate 
heavy upon him. Among the ladies who 
were abcut him was one, whofe name was 
Daluca, the widow of a great lord of the 
court. She had no children, and had already 
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pafs’d thofe years in which the ladies only cul- 
tivate their beauty in order to carry on their 
gallanery, and was enter'd into thofe, in 
which they are ftudious of making the re- 
mains of it fubfervient to their ambition. 
This lady had form’d a defign of gaining 
an afcendant over the king The efteem 
and regard the queen was in had deterr’d 
every one elfe from the like attempt. Da- 
luca herfelf, who was perfectly acquainted 
with Oforoth’s temper, was very cautious of 
faying any thing to him againft Nephte, that 
might excite any difagreeable emotions in his 
mind. She made it her bufinefs to be con- 
tinually near him; and had the art of pleafing 
by that obfequioufnefs and thofe complacen- 
cies, which have by much a greater power 
over kings fomewhat advanc’d in years, than 
youth and beauty, void of ftratagem and 
private views. And {fhe did not find it. difh- 
cult to gain the favour of a prince fo un- 
guarded and indolent. She might perhaps 
have already rais’d her ambition to a greater 
height, upon obferving that the queen was 
not in the beft ftate of health. But without 
renouncing the view of a more remcte hap- 
pinefs, her vanity was for the prefent fatif- 
fy'd by being a diftinguifh’d objeét among the 
courtiers, and by ftanding in fome manner in | 
competition with the queen. 


NEPHTE, 
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-NEpPHTE, by the dignity of her perfon, 
as well as the fituation of affairs, was far 
above the uneafineffes which generally affect 
thofe who perceive themfelves invefted only 
with a borrow’d power. Wherefore, tho’ fhe 
foon obferv'd the ftratagems and intrigues 
of her rival, fhe fear’d nothing with regard 
to herfelf; but then her forefight laid her 
under the greater apprehenfions for her fon. 
He had then attain’d but his eighth year, 
and fhe faw with grief, that if fhe fhould 
be fnatch’d away before his father had fet- 
tled the fucceffion upon him, the fate of this 
young prince would be deliver’d into the hands 
of the rafh Daluca. The right of primo- 
geniture was indeed eftablifh'd in Egypt: 
But the choice of a father was of great 
weight ; and hiftory furnifh’d more than 
one example of a fecond or third fon being 
preferr’d to the eldeft. And oftentimes this 
incertitude had been the occafion of quar- 
rels among brothers, which the fortune of 
the {word could alone decide. Thus, tho’ 
the queen had then no fymptoms that fore- 
boded any approaching diftemper, yet the 
thoughts of a doubtful futurity caft her into 
great uneafineffes. Wherefore recommend- 
ing her fon, by means of the priefts, to the 
protection of all the deities of Egypt, fhe 
apply’d herfelf with the greater earneftnefs 
to the performance of her duty, that fhe 

| might 
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might engage heaven to fecond intentions fo 
worthy of her maternal care: but the gods, 
who are the fole arbiters of the rewards of 
the juft, do not always difpenfe them in the 
courfe of this mortal life. 


T HE queen’s too affiduous application to 
bufinefs, even beyond her ftrength, and per- 
haps her too great apprehenfion of ficknefs, 
caus‘ her in a fhort ume to fall into an in- 
difpofition, which, being at firft but flight, 
fhe {trove to conceal, in hopes of overcom- 
ing it. But the fever increafing, the diftem- 
per was foon look’d upon as a thing not to 
be trifled with; and the reflections fhe made 
upon the circumftances of her fon, threw her 
into the utmoft defpair. Unhappy princefs! 
cry'd fhe, whatever my fears have hitherto 
fuggefted is now com:ng to pafs! Why muft 
my life be of {uch moment to my fon? Tho’ 
in bloom of youth, I have tafted enough of 
the bitternefs of life to leave it without regret, 
if no one elfe was concern’d ; yet, alas! ’tis 
I who die; and ’tis I who mourn for my 
fon! Thefe words were follow’d by a tor- 
rent of tears, which heighten’d her difeafe, 
without alleviating her affliction. In vain 
her difconfolate damfels, who took care to 
keep the prince from her fight, ftudy’d to 
appeafe her by perfuafion and entreaty. Alas! 
faid fhe, I plainly perceive by the confufion 
in your difcourfes, and the cruelty with which 

you 
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you conceal my fon from my eyes, that my 
fate is fix’d, and all hopes of a recovery loft. 
My fon! my deareft fon! cry’d the, in the 
greateft agitation of mind, thou alone makeft 
death my terror! Death, who.is the end of all 
others pain, is the origin of mine! I fhall be 
deny’d even the peace of the grave! Madam, 
anfwer’d the moft venerable of her attend- 
ants, who by her birth, virtue and affection 
was deareft to her, whither do the hurry of 
your thoughts carry you? Do you confider, 
that, by giving way, as you do, to an excefs 
of grief, whereby you render your diftemper 
mortal, which otherwifé is but dangerous, you 
at the fame time offend the providence of the 
gods, the fovereign arbiters of yours and 
your fon’s deftiny? That virtue, madam, 
which you have hitherto ftrictly profefs'd, is 
not perfectly diftinguifhable ull exercis’d in 
fuch trials as this. Well, anfwer’d the queen, 
I fubmit to your advice, and devote inyfelf 
with an abfolute refignation to the will of 
the gods. Acquaint me only when the time 
of my diffolution approaches, that I may 
take my laft meafures with regard to my 
fon, upon whofe fate I forefee depends the 
happinefs of my people. | 


T'uis lady, whofe friendfhip was fincere 
and refolute, having promis’ d the queen what 
fhe demanded, Nephte from that moment 
endeavour’d to preferve her mind in a er 
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of tranquillity ; but the lefs vifible her anxié- 
ties appear’d in her outward behaviour, the 
greater effect they had upon her mind. 


In the mean time the moft celebrated phy- 
ficians of the kingdom, who were then the 
priefts, were aflembled in the palace, even by 
order of the king ; tho’, that it might not break 
in upon his pleafures, he always fuppos’d 
the queen’s diftemper to be of no dangerous 
confequence. Egypt, the mother of arts and 
{ciences, claim’d the honour, before all other, 
of having given birth to the medical art. 
Æfculapius, one of the fons of Menes, had 
even reign'd in Memphis, as we have al- 
ready obferv’d, while his brother Mercury 
was king of Thebes; and the fix volumes 
* which the former had compil’d upon phy- 
fick, added to the fix-and-thirty wherein 
Mercury had given the principles of all the 
other fciences, form’d that famous treafure 
of learning, by which the priefts boafted of 
having been inftructed by the gods them- 
felves. Be chat as it will, thefe phyficians, 
truly accomplifh’d in their art, put in pra- 
étice, with regard to the queen, whatevet 
their reading, reflexions, and experience 
could fuggeft. They at firft treated her ac- 
cording to their ancient rulés, which were 


enjoyn’d them under penalty of death: for 


* Clem. Alex. Strom. 6. ; 
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every phyfician, who deviated from them, 
was anfwerable for his patient, and in cafe of 
ill fuccefs, the death of the one furely brought 
on the death of the other. This indeed often 
ferv'd for a pretext to treat thofe patients, who 
were indifferentto them, with negligence, and 
not to exceed the letter of the law. But that 
concern wit which they were fenfibly affected 
for the prefervation of a queen, fuch as 
Nephte, and the lamentations of a people, 
who recommended their fovereign, whom 
they ftyl’d their mother, foon engag’d them to 
have recourfe to new remedies. They indeed 
difguis d them under ancient names, whereby 
they found means to juftify themfelves by 
fome of the innumerable inftances with which 
their books were fill’d. They even by turns 
waited at the gate of the palace to hear all 
who might have any advice to offer for the 
queen’s recovery: and afterwards gave their 
opinion of them in their confultations. For 
it was of importance to them in fo critical 
a juncture, in fome meafure, to comply with 
an ancient cuftom, of placing their fick before 
the doors of their houfes, that they might 
enquire of all who pafs'd by, if they knew of 
any remedy for the diftemper in queftion. 


On the other hand, the temples of fhe 
gods were open day and night to a vaft con- 
courfe of people, who continually reforted 
thither to fupplicate the recovery of their | 
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queen. They began at the + temple of Vul- 
can, built by Menes, the common anceftor 
of all the kings of Egypt, which had been 
preferv’d during the {pace of 1600 years in 
all the {plendcr it was left in by the founder. 
From thence they went to thofe of Serapis 
and Venus: But it was in the temple of 
Ofiris, his wife Ifis, and their fon Horus, 
that they were the moft affiduous, on account 
ct the remarkable relation there happen’d 
to be between thefe three deities, and the 
perfons of whom the royal family then con- 
fifted. The fucceflive concourfe of innume- 
rable people continually fill’d not only the 
court, the porch, and body of the temple, 
but all the parts contiguous to the fanétuary, 
notwithftanding their large extent. 


In the middle of the fan@tuary, upon a 
very high pedeftal, and all of one fingle piece 
of caft metal, were plac’d thefe three deities, 
in fuch fort, that Ofiris, whofe image was 
the higheft, held Ifis * ftanding before him, 
and fhe Horus in the fame manner: For 
what Strabo fays of the temples of Egypt 
being without ftatues, or at moft having 
only the figure of fome animal in the middle 
of them, is not to be underftood of the times 
antecedent to the invafion of Cambyfes, The 


+ Strab. 1.17. Herod. 1. 2. 
* Vid. Kirch. tom. 1. p. 113: 
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head of Ofiris was incircled with a radiant 
{un. Ifis was crown’d with a bufhel, and 
had her face cover’d with a veil. Under her 
left arm fhe held an urn bow’d downwards, 
and at her feet lay the bird Ibis. And Horus 
was defcrib’d holding his finger upon his 
lips. There it was that numerous troops of 
muficians {ung to flow mufick, and in a 
mournful tone, hymns, taken from their 
ancient rites, and adapted to the prefent 
occafion, * | 


Siris, pow’r, from earlieft times, that fprings, 
Victor and patron of this mighty ball, 
Branch of our gods, and ftem of ail our kings, 
Husband of Ifis, fovereign lord of all: 
Save from too hard, but, ah! impending fate, 
A pious monarch’s wife and watchful mate, 
Religion’s prop, and fafeguard of the ftate. 


Ifis, fole goddefs; thro’ the world ador’d ; 

In myfteries conceal’d; in bounties feen ; 
One deity by various names implor’d, 

In various places ; of thofe regions queen, 
Where fprings, and isreferv’d, the facred flood, 
Which being gives,and proves earth’s vital blood, 
When from thy urn thou pourft th’ irriguous good, 


* This hymn has a conformity to the infcriptions up- 
on the columns of Ofiris and Ifis, mention’d by Diod. 
1. 5. Apul. Metam. 1. 11. and others, 
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Type of our queen, and anceftor, ordain, 
If to thy virtues, as thy worfhip, true, 
Memphis fhe gave again to feel thy reign, 
That thefe our tears fate’s rigour may fubdue. 
In faving Nephte, thy own glory fave, 
The fpoufe, the fubjeéts, and the fon you gave, 
All doom’d alike to perifh in her grave. 


Horus, thou god of filence, wifdom taught, 
Who fhield’ft from harms the weaknefs of the 

To full maturity by years unbrought:  [good, 
Protect our prince, thy image, and thy blood. 

O guard his royal youth with tender care, 

Affume the task thy mother Ifis bare 

For thee, of equal years, her infant heir. 


Wut e this and the like hymns were re- 
peating, the priefts (in robes of linnen, with 
chaplets of lotus on their heads, and fandals © 
of the plant papyrus on their feet) were 
continually offering facrifices upon three tri- 
_ angular altars plac’d before the triple ftatue. 
Thefe holy men, worn away with auftere 
fafting, which had continu’d from the inftant 
the queen’s diftemper begun, and fainting un- 
der the cruel fcourgings with which they ac- 
company’d their invocations, were hardly 
able, notwithftanding their great number, 
to put up the prayers the people demand- 
ed of them, or which they offer’d of their 
own accord. 


Bur 
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BuT what avail temples, and all the vows 
offer'd in them, againft the irrevocable de- 
crees of fate! The queen, however ready 
to conform to all the prefcriptions of her 
phyficians, declin’d daily. The moft power- 
ful medicines, cho” apply’d even before the 
was reduc’d to extremity, feem’d to have no 
more effect upon her than common reme- 
dies; and ‘he phyficians, who had been lefs 
apprehenfive of any extraordinary event, than 
of that infenfible decay they perceiv’d in her, 
never let fall the leaft word of hopes. Con- 
vinc'd of her own fate, fhe refolv’d at laft to 
confult the moft ancient oracle in the world, 
which was in the neighbourhood of Mem-. 
phis, with regard to her fon. It was the. 
oracie of Latona, the nurfe of Horus, at 
Butos, a city lying between the Sebennitick 
and Polbitinick gulph, oppofite to which 
was the then floating ifland Chemnis. * And 
this it was which gave the Greeks a notion 
of their ifland of Delos floating till the birth 
of Apollo, the fon of Latona. The priefts 
of the oracle, inform’d of the queen’s ficknefs, 
had anticipated her deputation, and made great 
preparations for obtaining the goddefs’s an{wer. 
They offer’d up their fupplications to her in 
a vaft temple, dug under that which appear’d. 
In that above the facrifices were offer’d, and 


* Pomp. Mela. 
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the ceremonics perform’d, in the fight of all 
the people ; but to the myfteries celebrated in 
the fubterranean temple, none were admit- 
ted brit thofe who were initiated. There 
it was that fo many human victims were fa- 
crific’d, particularly upon fuch occafions as 
this, and the gods entreated to accept of other 
young perfons, in exchange for a prince or 
princefs greatly belov'd. There are few na- 
tions known, but what may be reproach’d with 
the fame fhameful barbarity: But the Egyp- 
tians, more fuperftitious than other nations, 
have, in former days, carry’d it fo far as to fa- 
crifice every foreigner at the tomb of Ofiris, 
in the city of Heliopolis. ‘Thistomb was call’d 
Bufiris ; and fable has related it as of a king of 
Egypt, a tranfgreffor of the laws of hofpi- 
tality. However, Amofis, * one of the an- 
ceftors of Sefoftrisat Thebes, had the courage 
and authority to ’abolifh this bloody cuftom 
in every city. In the room of thefe human 
victims were then fubftituted images of 
wax, fince fo much made ufe of in magick 

fuperftitions. | 


T HE priefts deputed to confult the oracle 
being arriv'd, after one day’s journeying, at 
Butos, with the noble offerings the queen 
had fent, went the fame evening into the 


temple. Al! the people having conducted 
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them thither, were oblig’d to attend with- 
out; and they enter’d into that part of the 
temple adjoining to the chapel in the fupe- 
rior temple, of which Herodotus makes men- 
tion, and which was hewn out of one fingle 
fquare ftone, the infide whereof was fixty 
foot every way. After having pafs d a good 
part of the night in this place, they received 
the anfwer of the oracle, and were let out 
privately by another door, and made the beft 
of their way for Memphis. 


THE queen, who counted every moment 
of their journey, and her life, waited their 
return with an impatience that added to the 
ardor of her fever. That forrow which had 
fo tortur’'d her mind in the firft periods of 
her indifpofition, and which fhe {till conti- 
nu'd to fupprefs, was now as vifible in her 
attendants. ‘They look’d upon her death as 
an irrevocable decree of fate; and the confe- 
quences of it, which they forefaw, as well 

_ with regard to themfelves as the ftate, threw 
them into an inexpreffible anguifh of mind. 
It was not only that tender affliction arifing 
from the approaching and eternal feparation 
from a miftrefs, anda friend, to whom they 
were entirely devoted: Their concern was 

_ dike to that of perfons who imagin'd they 
beheld all their fat? poffeffions on the point of 
being laid in afhes, by the impetuous ravages 
of fome fudden fire, which would reduce them 
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from a ftate of plenty, to that of extreme in- 
digence: or to the confternation of a city 
brought to extremity by a barbarous enemy, 
ready to deftroy its religion and laws. The 
anguifh of defpair was fo vifible in their faces, 
that the moft beautiful were become ghaftly ; 
and thofe amongft them, who were endu’d 
with the greatcft prefence of mind, could not 
conceal their diftration, even in their atten- 
dances upon the queen, who ftill kept a pro- 
found filence. 


Tue deputies being at laft return’d, and 
taking the young prince, with the faithful 
Amedes, whom they found attending him, 
with them, they enter’d the queen’s apart- 
ment; where, in the prefence of both, and 
of her confident, without any other witnefes, 
the chief of the deputation thus unfolded 
the anfwer of the oracle,. which the fequel 
of the life of Sethos fo exactly verifies, 
that the author of my memoirs may perhaps 
be fufpected of having copy’d from thence. 
Vertuous fpoufe, generous mother, and wife 
queen (faid he) the gods, adverfe, and at the 
fame time propitious, fend you this anfwer : 
Be comforted in that death for which you 
are already prepar’d. It is only an unhap- 
pinefs to thofe in whom it puts an end to a 
wicked life, and when it loads the memory 
of the deceas’d with the hatred and male- 
dictions of the living. The gods are attend- 
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ing to beftow upon you that reward which 
is due to the good works you have per- 
form’d, and even to thofe you defign’d. 
You will ftill live in the hearts of your peo- 
ple, and your fon will one day reftore to 
them that felicity, which the lofs of you is 
now about to deprive them of. He him- 
{elf however will not be happy, according 
to the idea common fouls form to them- 
felves of the profperity of princes: But the 
gods promife him all that heroick virtue 
has moft fatisfactory in itfelf, and all that 
the glory which attends it can indulge him ~~ 
with. Born for the good of mankind, he . 
will become a benefactor to nations; pre- 
ferver of Egypt; and a conqueror of him- 
felf. But let thofe who now hear me keep 
as an inviolable fecret, whatever concerns 
the prince, and fufter the cloud which will 
overfhadow his firit years to difperfe of itfelf. 


THE prieft had hardly made an end of 
fpeaking, when the queen, embracing young 
Sethos, faid: My fon, my death is no longer 
a trouble to me, the gods deprive you of 
my relief only to give you a more eminent 
merit and luftre in thofe great actions they 
propofe to effect by your means. Be faithful 
tothe deftiny they have prepar’d for you, 
and fulfil all their defigns. And then, ad- 
drefling herfelf to the priefts, Return, faid 
fhe, to your temples, and continue your 

vows 
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vows for my fon, whom I have long fince 
recommended to you: The prefents I defign 
for the gods fhall immediately follow you; 
may they vouchfafe to accept of thefe flender 
marks of my gratitude. 


THESE prefents were all the ornaments of a 
domeftick chapel, which fhe had caus’d to be 
_ built contiguous to the apartment fhe flept in. 
_ She had brought them from This, the place 
of her nativity, where the news of her la- 
mented death was foon going to fhorten the 
days of the king her father. Amoneft thefe 
ornaments were ftatues of gold, fome of the 
height of a cubit, which reprefented the com- 
mon deities of all Egypt, and in particular 
of Apollo, who was held in peculiar 
veneration at This, and at Abydus, which 
was dependant upon it. Having thus pre- 
vioufly fent to the gods what was moft dear 
to her, fhe addrefs’d herfelf to Amedes in the 
following difcourfe. Wife and faithful coun- 
fellor, faid fhe, the kingdom will not be fo 
happy to have you for its fupport, under the 
adminiftration which will fucceed my death; 
devote yourfelf to my fon, and be his go- 
vernor and council. The gods aflure me 
that thofe virtues they have promis’ him 
will be the effeéts of your inftru€tions and 
example. Amedes immediately embracing 
young Sethos with the refpe& due to 
him; My prince, faid he, to you I 


entire- 
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entirely devote the remains of my ftrength 
and life. All the fervices I am capable of 
rendering my country, are included in the 
education I fhall have the honour of giving 
to him, to whom the fovereignty of it will 
one day of right belong. 


IN chat inftant the king, who, not to be 
wanting in his devoirs, had made it a rule to 
vifit the queen twice a day, enter’d her apart- 
ment. My lord, faid the, upon feeing him 
approach, the oracle has pronounced my 
doom. It may not be feemly to recommend 
a fon to his father ; but, fince he is going to 
be deprived of me, vouchfafe to accept my 
entreaty, that you will be to him a father and 
a mother. Madam, aniwer’d the king, my 
fon is dear to me for my own fake, and will 
be ftill dearer to me for yours; but I don’t 
yet defpair of moving the gods to pity for 
your prefervation. Upon which, covering his 
eyes with his hand, he departed. 


Tue next thing the queen did, was 
to diftribute jewels to all her attendants, 
according to their birth and quality. That 
_ ferenity which appeared in her countenance 
had chang’d their defpair into gentle tears. 
At laft, turning to the young prince; For 
you, my fon, faid fhe, I have referved this 
casket: in it you will find jewels to an in- 
eftimable value, and fufhcient for your 


fupport, 
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fupport, to whatever ftate fortune may reduce 
you. Amedes will keep them for you, or em- 
ploy them for your fervice. But for this eme- 
rald, fer in the form of a heart, which I have 
hitherto caufed you to wear about your neck, 
and which you fhall convert into a ring, — 
when you put off the habit of a child, never 
part with it on any account. About four 
years fince, your father caus'd us all three to 
be reprefented in relievo upon the fame ftone ; 
himfelf in the form of Ofiris, me in the re- 
femblance of Ifis, and you like Horus, ftand- 
ing between us. The ingenious workman af- 
terwards, by hiscommand, cut this {tone into 
three pieces, according to the bignefs of the | 
figures. One of them is that you wear, an- 
other is fet in the ring I now take from my 
finger, and put into your casket. Thefe two, 
when divefted of their ornaments, will ex- 
‘actly correfpond with the third, which your 
father has himfelf upon his finger. Adieu, 
my fon! may the gods protect you, and re- 
ceive me! Sethos, touch’d with all the fen- 
timents his tender years were fufceptible of, 
reply'd ; I receive, madam, what you are 
pleas'd to beftow upon me; I have given 
attention to what you have faid; and when 
I am of riper years, I will endeavour to do 
as you have done. The queen prefsd his 
hand, and made a fign for him to be re- 
mov'd. She fpoke no more, and an hour 
afterwards yielded to the fatal ftroke. 
| I 
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I wizz not pretend to give a defcription of 
the grief which overfpread Memphis, and 
all the provinces of the kingdom, as this 
melancholy news reach’d them The 
tears which were fhed upon a bare appre- 
henfion of this cataftrophe may give fome 
idea of it. * The Egyptians in former days 
were fo much devoted to their fovereigns, 
that a mourning in the royal manfion was 
generally a domeftick mourning in every 
family, They gave teftimony of it in pub- 
lick for forty days, by appearing with their 
garments rent, and in private by their auftere 
faftings. But this laft lofs, the confequence 
of which every one was apprehenfive of in 
his private concerns, fill’d each heart with 
inexpreflible grief ; infomuch that the priefts, 
who, upon the like occafions, were wont to 
countenance the publickaffliction,to do honour 
to the memory of their deceas’d kings, found 
themfelves oblig’d, in the prefent incident, 
to calm the minds and hearts of the people, 
in order to preferve that decorum which was, 
as they faid, becoming a civiliz’d nation, and 
to render to the manes of the deceas’d queen 
an homage more agreeable to her virtues. 
They declared, that the died in peace, 
and that the oracles had removed her appre- 
henfions for the deftiny of her fon and people. 
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They alledged the ftate of reft and felicity; 
into which they had fo much reafon to hope 
the gods would admit her at her approaching 
obfequies. ‘They endeavour'd in fhort, by 
all manner of confolatory advices, to aflwage 
the pain of that wound, which time alone 
could heal, and which they, however, fear'd 
time might render more fenfible. 


PREPARATIONS were in the mean 
_ time making for the funeral pomp. No 
people ever came up to the Egyptians in this 
particular. Their authors, and even ours 
fay, * that they were the firft who had any 
notion of the immortality of the foul. And, 
indeed, it appears by the fimplicity of their 
palaces, in comparifon with the magnificency 
of their tombs, that they were more follicitous 
for the eternal manfions of a future life, 
than for the tranfitory abodes of this. We 
muft however allow, that their doctrine on 
this head was not very confiftent. For, not 
to mention the Metempfychofis, which Py- 
thagoras was for eftablifhing among them, 
and which made the fouls of men, when 
freed from the body, pafs from one animal 
to another, till after the fpace of three 
thoufand pee they again enter’d into human 
bodies ; the wifeft men allow'd of a place 
of torment in hell, for the fouls of the 
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wicked, and delightful fields for thofe of 
the good. So that either opinion, or a 
mixture, fuch as it was, of both, left nothing 
in thofe coftly tombs, but a dead corpfe, which 
was very far from being eternal; but which, 
however, by the art they had of embalm- 
ing, was more durable than the tombs them- 
felves. 


THOSE who were appointed to perform 
this laft function, had already taken À sé of 
the queen’s corpfe. + They were officers of 
the fecond rank, very much refpected in Egypt, 
for the knowledge they had of the fecrets 
of the priefthood, though they were no other 
than domefticks of the priefts The opera- 
tion was thirty days in performing. Having, 
by means of a fateral incifion in the body, 
taken out all the inteftines, excepting the 
heart and reins, they anointed it both out- 
wardly and inwardly with a certain gum com- 
pos’d of cedar, myrrh, cinnamon, and other 
perfumes; which not only preferved it for fe- 
veral ages, but caus’d it to diffufe an agree- 
able odour. They had, befides, the fecret of 
giving a corpfe its priftine form; infomuch 
that the deceas’d feeni’d to have retain’d the 
air of his countenance, and the port of 
his perfon. ‘The hairs, not only of his head, 
but of his eye-brows and eye-lids, were di- 


+ Diodorus, L 1. fe&. 2. 
ftinétly 


\ 


32 The Life of SETHOS. 


ftinétly preferv'd; and what is yet more fur- 
prizing, they reftor’d to him an appearance of 
plumpnefs, and a colour and frefhnefs as na- 
tural, as in the healthieft part of his life. 
Some private perfons chofe rather to preferve 
the bodies of their relations, thus embalmed, 
in clofets made for that purpofe, than to de- 
pofite them in fepulchres already made, or to 
erect new ones for them ; and it wasa fingular 
fatisfaction to them to behold their anceftors 
with the fame phyfiognomies, and in the 
fame attitudes as when living. 

BuT it was not fo with refpect to kings: 
for, if they did not make any particular dif- 
pofition to the contrary, they were all, in 
which-ever dynafty they reign'd, convey’d 
to the labyrinth fituate in the middle of the 
lake Moeris, on the borders of Libya. This 
edifice, which in magnificence furpafs d all 
the labours of Greece put together, even 
according to the teftimony of the Greeks 
themfelves, was not built, as Herodotus 
Imagin’d, by the twelve kings who reign'd 
at one and the fame time, after the retreat of 
Sabacon the Ethiopian: For he did not make 
himfelf mafter of Egypt till two or three hun- 
dred years before the invafion of Cambyfes: 
whereas this labyrinth was by far more antient 
than Sefoftris himfelf, and was erected when 
Egypt was only divided into twelve provinces. 
The kings of the four dynafties, being all at 


peace, 
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peace, had all contributed to this memorable 
work, of which the upper part was dedi- 
cated to the fun, and the fubterranean to the 
infernal deities. And this it was occafion’d 
* Homer’s calling the entrance into hell the 
gates of the fun. The twelve immenfè 
palaces, which it contain’d, reprefented, ac« 
cording to their defign, all Egypt; and for 
that reafon they mark’d out their feveral 
fepulchres, for them and their fucceflors, in 
the fubterranean vaults. But the imagina- 
tions of the people, added to the ceremonies 
performed by the priefts before they admitted 
a corps into thefe gloomy manfions, where 
few of the living had ever enter’d, gave oc- 
cafion to a great deal of fiction. It was an 
article of religion to believe, that the innu- 
merable windings, with which they were 
told, and with truth, that thefe fubterra- 
neous pafflages abounded, conducted their 
good kings to delightful regions, but that 
tyrants were forbidden even an entrance into 
the labyrinth. The manner of thefe cere- 
monies was this. When the corpfe was 
brought to the bank of a lake call’d Charon, 
over which the paflage lay to the gate of 
the infernal deities, it was there ftopp'd by 
an incorruptible tribunal, compos’d of fix- 
teen priefts of the labyrinth, with their 
chief, and two judges chofen out of each 
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of the twelve ancient nomes. The high- 
rieft, who conducted the deceasd king, 
sh there made an harangue, the prefi- 
dent of the tribunal gave leave to ‘all the 
affiftants to lay fuch charges againft the de- 
ceas’d, as they could prove. They then pro- 
ceeded to.judgment, by which the corpfe was 
either fentenc’d to be deliver’d to their ferry- 
man, whom they call’d Charon, or to be 
depriv’d of fepulture. This fentence pafs’d 
by fcrutiny, that is, by certain tickets, which 
the judges threw into that terrible urn, the 
very idea of which was powerful enough to 
keep the ancient kings within the bounds of 


juftice. 


T o conclude, To whatever fepulchre the 
corpfe of kings, or even of private perfons, 
were carry’d, they were liable * to an exa- 
mination before judges, who were always 
men of the greateft reputation and probity. 
They were only eligible out of thofe who 
were initiated; and, if for a private perfon, 
they were upon every occafion chofen by 
men taken out of each clafs of the freemen 
of a city, or of the fubjects of the kingdom, 
when for a fovereign. And the. tickets in 
which the names of the judges were written, 
were open'd and number'd in publick view. 
But for thofe kings who were to be interr’d 
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in the labyrinth, all Egypt, according to the 
divifion of the twelve ancient nomes, had 
their fuffrage in the election of the judges, 
And befides, at this labyrinth alone was per- 
form’d that great number of other ceremo- 
nies, from whence Orpheus the poet, whom 
we fhall foon fee in PeyPt and who being 
prefent at the obfequies of another king, bor-. 
row'd thence the greater part of that defcrip- 
tion of hell which he has given us in his 
verfes; and which was afterwards copy'd by 
Homer in Greek, and by. Virgil in Latin. 


THE fortieth day after the queen’s deceafe 
being now come, all was ready for fetting for- 
ward with the funeral proceffion, which was 
to march the forty leagues between Mem- 
phis and the labyrinth in ten days and ten 
nights, according as the feveral ftages were 
regulated. ‘The porch of the palace was 
clos’d up from all approaches of the fun, and 
illuminated with lamps: Under it was plac’d 
a large chariot with four wheels, all cover’d 

over with gold. At the hinder part of the 
chariot was erected a throne, with an afcent 
of three fteps, cover’d with a large crown of 
gold, richly adorn’d with precious ftones, 
and fupported by a fphinx of the fame metal, 
with large wings difplay’d, upon the head of 
which the edge of the crown refted. From 
the top of the crown fell down in large folds, 
between the fphinx’s wings, a cloth of pur- 
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le in the form of a pavilion, cover’d with 
hicrestyehicks richly embofied in gold, 
and reprefenting all the virtues. The two 
extremities of this pavilion join’d and crofs’d 
_one another at the front of the chariot. This 
chariot had two poles, and was drawn by 
fixteen horfes, four in front. Their harnefs 
was exceeding magnificent, as on a day of 
triumph. But nothing was comparable to 
the richnefs and elegancy with which the 
queen wasarray’d. She was plac’d upon the 
throne in a fitting pofture, and fo artfully 
faften’d into it, that no jolt, however vio- 
lent, could give her any motion, which 
might make her have the appearance of 
a corpfe. The whole machine was more- 
over in fuch manner fufpended between its 
fhafts, that nothing iad bring it out of a 
level. And befides, the roads, which of 
themfelves were very good in Egypt, had 
been levell’d for the conveniency of this 
proceflion.. In a word, this chariot feems 
to have ferv’d as a model for that in which 
afterwards the corpfe of Alexander was tranf- 
ported from Babylon to * Alexandria.. The 
queen, who had her face and bofom bare, 
but her eyes clos’d, feem’d to enjoy the fweets 
of an agreeable flumber amidft the noife of 
trumpets and kettle-drums, with which the 
air refounded while the proceffion was rang’d 
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in order. What melancholy reflexions were 
there not renew’d in the hearts of thofe who 
lov'd her, and had been depriv’d of her fight 
fince her death, or fince her ficknefs! They 
faw her, they fpoke to her; but fhe was no 
more. Thofe who had been the neareft de- 
voted to her, the better to fupprefs their 
affliction, avoided looking on her for a 
time ; but overpower’d at laft by their curi- 
ofity and affection, they caft their eyes upon 
her, and finding yet the fame features, and 
the fame graces, they immediately turn’d 
them away, and melted into tears. 


In the mean time the queen’s houfhold, 
confifting of fix thoufand horfe, march’d in 
the front, leaving the care of the royal 
corpfe to the priefts. Thefe officers were 
rang’d four and four, with their arms point- 
ed downwards: The din of their warlike 
inftruments founding in mournful tone, and 
mix’d with periodical intervals of filence, 
pierced to the foul. Next to thefe follow’d 
the focieties of the city of Memphis, diftin- 
guifh'd by proper habits, but cover’d with 
black crape, on horfe-back, as the former. 
And among this number of people, which 
already amounted to twelve thoufand, not a 
fingle word was utter'd during the whole 
proceffion. The great officers of the court, 
and after them the princes, excepting the 
kjng and the prefumptive heir to the crown, 
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who never appear’d publickly at funerals, 
came next, four and four, as the former, clad 
in purple robes, fitting in a kind of niches, 
cover'd with black, and plac’d upon fhafts, 
having the enfigns of their dignities at their 
feet, and carry’d each upon the fhoulders of 
eight flaves. Thefe three numerous troops 
began their march by day ; and at the clofe 
of the evening the ladies, who made the 
moft doleful part of the proceffion, began to 
appear. They were feated four and four in 
fixty chariots, cover’d above, but open on 
the fides, and drawn each by eight horfes, 
two and two. Both horfes and chariots were 
in a manner bury’d under their coverings of 
black filk, ftrew'd all over with tears of fil- 
ver. Thefe ladies, muffled up in their veils 
from head to foot, refembled fo many fpec- 
tres. In the laft chariot fate the chief lady of 
the deceas’d queen’s court, holding before her 
a child, who, being veil’d like herfelf, was 
known by none, but refpected by all. How- 
ever, the moft prudent did imagine that 
Amedes, not only willing to let the young 
prince fee the folemnity of a trial of the 
dead in the bloom of his youth, was at the 
fame time cautious of leaving him in the 
palace in the abfence of all his deceas’d mo- 
ther’s fervants. 


AFTER thefe ladies, whofe fobs and groans 
heighten’d the grief of the fpectators, and 
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who were continually feen drying away their 
tears under their veil, as a contraft which could 
not but be very affecting, immediately fol- 
low’d all thofe inftruments of mufick which 
in Egypt were made ufe of at their higheft 
feftivals, as the citterns, fhalms, and haut- 
boys ; which were anfwer'd periodically by 
trumpets and kettle-drums, to proclaim the 
approach of the queen’s chariot. Thofe who 
founded thefe inftruments, and even the lead- 
ers of the chariot, and the twelve body- 
flaves who march’d on the right and on the 
left of it, were clad in their feftival habits, 
which contradiction to their mournful afpects 
and profound filence, was to the fpe@tators a 
lively emblem of the deceitfulnefs and bre- 
vity of human joy. The queen herfelf was 
adorn’d with a fort of {carf of flowers, which 
crofling over her left fhoulder, met and join’d 
under her right arm; and in her hands fhe 
held feftoons, which hanging over her knees, 
reach’d down to her feet. This cuftom of 
the Egyptians was to fignify, that tho’ the 
death of virtuous perfons was a matter of 
forrow to the furviving, it was to them the 
entrance into peace, a happinefs, and a tri- 
umph. The queen’s chariot was follow’d — 
by the priefts: The high-prieft of Mem- 
phis, who was to prefent the ag to the 
judges, was carry’d next to the chariot, 
ftretch’d out at length in an open coffin, like 
a corpfe, clad in white, and his head and 
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face cover'd with a white veil. All the 
other priefts, clad and veil’d in the fame 
‘manner, leaning with one hand on an augur's 
wand, curb’d at the top, and holding in the 
other a ring or circle of gold, to which hung 
a fort of Tau, march’d on foot in two fingle 
lines of five hundred each, and as far diftant 
from one another as the breadth of the roads 
would allow. In the middle between thefe 
two lines, at certain diftances, were carry’d 
ftandards, on which were reprefented the fe- 
veral deities, or the fymbols of the deities of 
Egypt, as the Apis of Memphis, the Co- 
lofius of Abyddus, the Eagle of Thebes, the 
Spar-hawk of Tanis, the Anubis of Cyno- 
polis, the Vafe of Canope, the Goat of 
Mendez, the Wolf of Hermontis, the Lamb 
of Sais; and fo of the reft. For there were 
priefts out of all the cities of Egypt at the 
funerals of their kings, even tha’ they were 
atually in war with one another. And the 
clafs of priefts, with thofe of the labourers 
and traders, were never involv’d in the diffe- 
rences of the ftates. On the other hand, the 
death of kings was a means of reconciling the 
priefts of different cities, who feem’d to have 
yery hot difputes concerning the various, and 
_ oftentimes contrary deities they ador’d. Our 
hiftorians {peaking of Egypt * a remark'd, 
that thofe kings, who had many cities of 


* Vid. Plut. Treatife of Ofiris and Ifis, and others. 
different 
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different worfhip in their dominions, were 
glad to keep up this fpirit of diffention 
among the priefts ; left, if they fhould unite, 
their influence, which was very great over 
the vulgar, might fet them up above their 
kings. To conclude, the whole À rasoirs 
was clos d by a great number o e- 
waggons, which kept off the people that fol- 


low’d. 


T'neEy frequently pafs’d thro’ cities, fome 
greater, fome lefs. ‘The number of them, 
as well on this road, as every where elfe, 
had given occafion to the opinion of old, 
that there were more cities in Egypt alone, 
than in all the world befides. In thefe cities 
it was that the ftages were mark’d out at al- 
moft equal diftances ; and near every one of 
them was the houfe deftin’d for their enter- 
tainment ; from which they march’d out 
again to take their ftations at fet-times. The 
queen’s chariot was plac’d under tents, which 
were erected for that end at every ftage, 
where it was guarded by other priefts, not 
belonging to Le proceffion. This chariot, 
by which the whole proceflion was rul’d, 
never mov'd but in the night-feafon, and but 
three hours together, during which time it 
advanc’d about two leagues ; and then, reft- 
ing four hours, refum’d the march again till 
day-light, and fo lay by, waiting the return 
of the evening, | 

THE 
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T HE whole proceflion being arriv'd, was 
rang’d in order upon the plain to leave a free 
ge for the queen’s chariot, and the 
ple that had follow’d the proceffion behind 
the waggons. They then advanc’d to the 
brink of the lake Charon, * and there were 
plac’d on each fide of the chariot on a fpacious 
plain, on the right and on the left : And 
the priefts remain’d rang’d behind the cha- 
riot in a ftrait line. At the approach of this 
awful tribunal, compos’d of judges, who 
were rever'd as the gods themfelves, the high- 
prieft, who was to be the queen’s advocate, 
and all thofe who were concern’d for her me- 
mory, were feiz'd with unexpected terrors: 
For if thofe things which are really good, 
are fometimes accounted bad by the injuftics 
of men, it is more to be apprehended, that 
thofe caufes which to us appear good, may 

be really bad in the judgment of the gods. 


THE judges were plac’d upon a large and 
deep {caffold in the form of an alcove, rais’d 
two fteps; about which their feats, to the 
number of forty one, form’d a femi-circle. 
Their under-habits were a fort of tunicks, 
or white vefts, like the priefts or initiates, 
over which they wore fcarlet robes like judges. 
Round their necks they had chains of gold, 


* By comparing the relations of the ancients to thofe 
of the moderns, the Jabyrinth feems to have been fituate 
between the two lakes Charon and Meris. 

ac 
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at eaclf of which hung an emerald, with the 
image of truth * engraven upon it; and they 
were rang’d in the following order: The 
high-prieft, who prefided over the tribunal, 
was plac’d in the center on a feat rais’d fome- 
what higher than the reft, and on both fides of 
him fat the two judges eleéted by the nome of 
Memphis, who were only initiates, of whom 
Amedes was the chief. Below them on either 
fide were the fixteen priefts of the labyrinth, 
and then the twenty-two initiates appointed 
by the other nomes. ‘The urn was plac’d in 
the front of the tribunal, on the brink of the 
uppermott ftep ; and the officers of the fecond 
order were feated upon the lowermoft, in 
habits 4 te for the fun@tions they were to 
perform after judgment given. Every thing 
being thus difpos’d, the horfes taken out of 
the queen’s chariot, and the poles and pa- 
vilion remov'd; the high-prieft of Mem- 
phis, who directed the proceffion, being 
mounted upon the foot of the chariot, ftand- 
ing, and with his head uncover’d, made the 
following oration : 


‘ INEXORABLE deities of se à behold here 
“ our queen, whom you haye appointed a 
« victim, in the bloom of her years, and in 
“ the greateft neceflity of her people. We 
‘ come to intreat you will vouchfafe her 


* Diodor. 1. 5. §.2. & Ælian. yariar. hift. rq 
| | “ that 
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‘ that repofe, of which her lofs may fhortly 
# deprive us. She has been faithful in every 
“ duty to the gods. She has not difpensd 
« with the outward exercife of religion un- 
“ der pretext of affairs of ftate ; nor has that 
« exercife alone fupply’d in her the place of 
<< virtue. Amidft he cates which employ’d 
“ her in her counfels, and that gaiety which 
“ fhe fometimes put on at court, the divine 
“ law, which was ever prefent to her mind, 
“ and ruld in her heart, was always vifi- 
“ ble, Of all the feftivals, at which the 
¢* fuperiority of her rank, the fuccefs of her 
* undertakings, or the love of her people, 
‘ have engag’d her to be an affiftant, none 
“ have been fo agretable and pleafant to 
« her, as thofe which have call’d her to 
“ our temples. She has not fuffer’d herfelf 
‘“ to be led into the paths of injuftice, as 
‘“ many kings have done, in hopes of ma- 
‘“ king ample fatisfaétion by her offerings ; 
‘“ and her magnificence towards the gods, 
‘ has been the fruits of her piety, not che 
‘ tributes of remorfe. Inftead of counter 
‘“ nancing animofity, vexation and perfecu- 
** tion, by the counfels of an ill-tim’d piety, 
“ fhe has drawn no other maxims from reli- 
“ gion but thofe of lenity; and has never 
“ put feverity in practice, but when the 
“ common courfe of juftice, and the fecu- 
‘€ rity of the ftate, has demanded it. She has 
‘ exgrcis'd all the virtues of the beft of pe 
@ cc wi | 


The Life of SETHOS. 45 
with that modeft diffidence, which has 
hardly allow’d her to enjoy that happinefs 
which fhe procur’d for her people. A 
glorious defence of the frontiers, peace — 
fettled both at home and abroad, and 
every other ornament and inftitution, have 
generally in other princes been the effect 
of politick wifdom, which the gods, judges 
of their real fprings, don’t always reward: 
But with our queen all thefe things have 
been the refule of virtue, and have had 
no other principles but a love of her duty, 
and a view to the publick felicity. Far 
from regarding the fovereign power as a 
means to indulge her paffions, it has been 
a rule to her to make the tranquillity of 
the ftate the eafe of her own mind, and 
a ftanding maxim, that patience and affa- 
bility could alone make her the ruler of 
the hearts of men. Vengeance never fo 
much as enter’d into her thoughts, but 
abandoning to thofe beneath her the fhame 
of embracing every opportunity of exer- 
cifing their hatred, fhe, like the gods, par- 
don’d, when fhe had the power of punifh- 
ing. She curb’d the rebellious, not fo 
much becaufe they oppos’d her will, as in 
confideration that they were an obftacle 
to her good defigns. She fubmitted her 
judgment to the counfel of the wife, and 
every order of men in her kingdom to the 
equity of its laws. She fubdu'd her ene- 

‘ mies 
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mies from without by her courage, and a 
ftri& obfervation of her ingagements, and 
her domeftick enemies by her fortitude, 
and the happy fuccefs of her undertakings. 
She never fuffer’d a fecret, or a falfity, to 
proceed out of her mouth; and that diffi- 
mulation, which is fo infeparable from 
fovereignty, in her never extended beyond 
filence. She never gave way to the im- 
portunity of the ambitious; nor did the 
affiduities of parafites ever run away with 
the rewards due tothe fervices of the abfent. 
Diftinguifh’d favourites were unknown in 
her reign; even that friendfhip which fhe 

actisd and cultivated, had never with 

er the afcendant over merit, tho’ often 


lefs affe€tionate and lefs engaging. She 


beftow'd favours upon her friends, and 
gave the moft important employs to thofe 
who beft were able to difcharge them. 
She heap’d honours upon the great, with- 
out exempting them from duty; and eas’d 
the burden of her people, without taking 
away that neceflity which was a fpur to 
their induftry. She has not, by creating 
new offices, given an opportunity to others 
to take part with the prince, and unequal- 
ly for him, of the publick revenue; and 
the meaneft of the people have paid the 
taxes rated and levy’d upon them, with- 
out any regret, becaufe they have not 
ferv'd to render their equals more opulent, 


“ haughty, 
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“ haughty, or wicked. Convinc’d, as fhe 
“ was, that the providence of heaven was 
« not exclufive of the vigilance of man; fhe 
“ prevented publick mifery by a regular and 
“ timely provifion; and thus rendring every 
“ year equal, her wifdom, in fome meatfure, 
“ over-rul'd the feafons and elements. By 
« her favourable reception of all thofe whom 
“ the fame of her prudent government drew 
‘ from other the moft remote countries, fhe 
‘ facilitated negociations, maintain’d peace, 


“ and rais'd her kingdom to its higheft pitch 
< of opulency and glory; and at the fame 


“ time enforc'd, by her example, that ho- 
 fpitality, which till then was not enough 
“ cultivated among the Egyptians. When 


“€ any of the great maxims of government 


<< were to be put in practice, and it was 
‘ neceflary to purfue the publick good, tho’ 
<< attended with private inconveniencies, with 
‘ what a generous indifferency has fhe not 
‘“ endur'd the murmurings of a populace, 
“ blind, and perhaps ftirr’d up by the fecret 
‘ calumnies of thofe who, tho’ they knew 
‘ better, might not find their private ad- 
“ vantage in the publick felicity? Putting 
‘© frequently her own glory to ftake for the 
‘“ intereft of an ungrateful people, fhe has 
«€ waited the event of time for her own jufti- 
“ fication; and tho’ fnatch’d away in the 
very beginning of her courfe, the purity 
<6 of her intention, the juftnefs of her views, 
‘ and 
3 
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and her affiduity in the execution of then, 
have procur’d her the advantage of a glo- 
rious memory, and an univerfal regret. 
To be in the better capacity of watching 
over the whole of the kingdom, fhe cori- 
fided the feveral under-branches of ma- 
nagement to able minifters, who were ob- 
lig’d to depute fubalterns, and thefe others, 
for whofe conduc fhe could be no ways 
anfwerable, as well becaufe of their ré- 
motenefs, as their number: I dare theré- 
fore affirm before you her judges, and be- 
fore thofe of her fubjeéts, who now heat 
me, that if, among fuch a number of inha- 
bitants as this city of Memphis, and the 
other five thoufand * cities pf this dynafty 
are known to contain, it may appear, that, 
contrary to her intention, any one has 
been opprefs’d, the queen is not only ex- 
cufable in regard of the impoffibility of 
providing for all, but is aa her in 
that, knowing the bounds of human un- 
derftanding, fhe has kept to the center of 
publick bufinefs, and has fix’d her whole 
attention upon the firft caufes and motions 
of things. Unhappy thofe princes with 
whom fome particular fubjeéts only have 
caufe to be pleas’'d, when the publick has 
reafon to complain! and tho’ private per- | 


* There were in Egypt 20,000 cities, Plin. L's. c. 9. 


& Pomp. Mela. But Theocritus Idyl. 17. reckons 


33,339 under Prolom. Philad. 


‘© fong 
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“ fons may fometimes fuffer, they have no 
< right to blame their princes, when the body 
“ of che ftate is found, and the principles of 
“ government falutary. However, as irre- 
© proachable as the queen has appear’d to us, 
© with regard to men, with refpect to you, 
« ye juft gods, fhe builds her hopes of re- 


« pofe and blifs upon your clemency alone. 


As foon as the high-prieft had finifh'd 
his difcourfe, he cover’d his head and face 
with a veil, and proftrated himfelf on the 
chariot where he ftood, in expectation of 
judgment. The judges immediately enter’d 
into confultation in the middle of the place; 
and after having conferr’d fome few mi- 
nutes, retook their feats. The prefident of 
the tribunal then ask'd the whole aflembly 
with a loud voice,‘ If any one had any thing 
to lay to the charge of the queen’s memory? 
Some of thofe who had been prejudiced in 
their private affairs, by fome regulations of 
great advantage to the publick, had: prepar’d 
complaints, more juftifiable on their parts; 
than of validity againft the queen:. But the 
laft plea, made by the high-prieft of Mem- 
phis in her defence, had put a ftop to their 
intentions, and they were the moft zealous 
of that numerous aflembly in promoting, by 
their applaufes, her entrance into the man- 
fions of the bleffed. When (as in the cafe 
before us) no charge is enter’d againft a de- 

Vou, I. E ceas'd 
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ceas’d monarch, the urn is of no ufe, but he 
is admitred by san affent. The prefident 
of the tribunal having therefore look’d round 
upon all the judges, and receiv'd from each 
of them the fign of their confent, faid, 
‘ Sacred prieft of Memphis, arife; the gods 
‘© approve the teftimony you have born con- | 
‘ cerning your queen, and are going to con- 

‘ fer upon her the reward due to good kings, 
‘ May her fucceflors walk in her footfteps, 
‘ and, by rendring their people happy, trea- 
“: fure up greater bleffings for themfelves. ” 
He then commanded the chief officer of 
the fecond order to touch the queen with 
his wand, of which our poets have made 
Mercury’s Caduceus: At the fame .time 
turning to Amedes, the chief of the two 
judges appointed by the nome of Memphis, 
who fate at his right-hand, he faid: “ Wife 
‘ minifter of your queen, you, whofe pru- 
‘© dent counfels have had fo great part in the 
‘© actions which bring her this day to glory, 
«© accompany the holy prieft, who conducted 
“ her hither; help to convey her into the 
“ bark, and from thence into that temple, 
s the gates of which.are fhut againft the 
“ wicked, be they living or dead: .We haften 
“to open thefe gates to her, and to receive 
‘“ her ourfelves,” ‘The judges immediately 
arofe,. and enter’d the temple of the infer- 
nal deities by a private way. ‘The dead, who 
were oblig’d ‘to enter the fubterranean ‘gate, 
un . | ...:. had 
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had no other paffage to come at it, but by 
croffing the lake, the breadth of which was 
in that part about a quarter of a league, and 
upon which no other bark was admitted but 
that of Charon. The officers having loofen’d 
the cotds with which the queen was faften’d 
to her throne, and laid her in the fame cof- 
fin which had brought the high-prieft, the 
was convey’d into the bark, and the high- 
prieft, together with Amedes, having firft 
paid the ufual tribute to Charon, accom- 
pany’d her. They were no fooner arriv’d at 
the gates of the labyrinth, but the people, 
who follow’d them with their eyes, heard a 
noife as of thunder, which they believ’d to 
be real, and look'd upon it as a miracle which 
always hanpen’d when the temple of the in- 
fernal deities was open’d : But in reality it was 
no more than the hollow found of the brazen 
gates at the entrance, which was redoubled 
by the repercuffion of the vaults, and by the 
neighbouring echo’s. 


- TRE corpfe was no fooner entered into 
the labyrinth, than a joy fucceeded as gene- 
ral as that of the preceding mourning ; and 
as fudden as that of a perfon, feeing his deareft 
friend rifen from the dead. This joy pro- 
ceeded from the idea they conceived of the 
happinefs their fovereign enjoy’d in the 
manfions of the bleffed. Even thofe, who 
could not fo foon overcome their grief, 
. | E 2 were 
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were oblig'd to conceal it under the moft 
vifible demonftrations of joy. The populace, 
in whom nothing is more eafy than a tran- 
fition from one extreme of paffion to another, 
and to whom befides every opportunity for 
merriment is acceptable, omitted in their 
return no frolick or jollity to which Egypt 
could adminifter on fuch a pilgrimage. 
Perfons of the greateft diftinétion took plea- 
fure in joining with the commonalty, as well 
on the road, as in the feveral cities they pafs’d 
through: but they were eafily difcover’d by 
the magnificence of their habits, which they 
had brought with them in the baggage- 
waggons, that clos’d the proceflion; and 
they put on thefe habits, ciber in the neigh- 
bouring cities, or under coftly tents which 
were erected on every fide. As the Egyptians 
in general think themfelves noble, the pea- 
fants, men and women, being neatly attir’d, 
mix’d even with princes and princeffes, not 
only at the fame dances, and fports, but at 
the fame tables under tents in the meadows, 
or in the middle of the open places in cities. 
The profufion of wines and provifions 
which are expended on this occafion is inex- 
preffible ; and nothing can give a more ade- 
quate idea of the plenty of Egypt, and of 
the riches of its inhabitants. All familiarity 
was allow’d in difcourfe, and every thing 
was ‘matter of joy. Not a fingle inftance 
was ever known of any quarrel amidift this 

agrce- 
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agreeable confufion ; becaufe nothing was 
tranfacted with an intent to offend or preju-. 
dice. Even the great, as they were of eafy 
accefs, and affable to perfons of all conditions, 
drew upon themfelves, by fo much the more, 
thofe obfequious regards, which politenefs 
infpires. All fuch as excell’d in exercifes of 
ftrength or ingenuity reforted thither in com- 
panies, and diverted the fpectators with 
amufing fports on the land and upon the 
canals. Troops of fatyrs and nymphs, an | 
idea of whom the worfhip of the god Pan 
had cultivated in Egypt, long before it pafs'd 
into Greece, were feen fallying out of the 


thickets, or rufhing into the waters. 


Tue nights were more dazzling than the 
days, occafion’d by the illuminations in the 
cities, which at a diftance, and in the fields, 
made a more glorious appearance, than in 
the cities themfelves. Nor is it poffible for- 
painting to reprefent, or words to exprefs 
their luftre; efpecially on the banks of the 
lake Moeris, that fea of fweet water, the 
work of mens hands, which, according to 
our beft authors, * was one. hundred and fifty 
leagues in circumference, and where thofe 
iluminations were doubly reprefented by 
their reflections in the waters. An infinite 
number of gallies, richly adorn’d, and_illu- 

* Diodorus reckons it 3600 ftadia in circumference ; 
24 ftadia making a league of 3000 paces. 

| E 3 minated 
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minated like palaces, cruisd upon the lake, 
or rowd from port to port, at the will of 
thofe who poflefs d them, fure always of 
meeting with fome agreeable amufement 
which ever way they directed their courfe. 
The prodigious concourfe of people, the 
perpetual found of mufical inftruments, and 
the frequent fhouts of joy, left no room for 
complaint in this affuence of all manner of 
diverfions, except it were for wart of filence 
and fleep. In a word, the feaft of Diana at 
_ Bubaftes, or the nocturnal feftivals of Miner- 
va at Sais, which are yet celebrated annually, 
though with lefs pomp than licentioufnefs, 
are but faint images of thefe feftivals on the 
return from the labyrinth, the ceremony of 
which drew together the moft confiderable 


part of Egypt. 


* Te temperature of the climate in 
this country is exceeding favourable to thefe 
forts of feftivals. But more particularly in 
fpring (which was the feafon at that time) 
the ferenity of the days is as certain as the 
ccoinefs of the nights; and what is more, 
winter there differs very little from fummer. 
It is true, the four months of the rife and 
fall of the Nile, compar’d with the re- 
mainder of the year, make a very different 
appearance. For in thefe four months, or 

* Vid. Paul Lucas’s Egypt corre&ted and amended by 


‘ M. l’Atbe Banier. 
| there- 
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thereabouts, the whole country being over- 
flowed, makes the cities appear like fo many 
iflands of different bignefs, which feem to 
arife out of the waters: and during the 
whole remainder of the year, where thefe 
waters were, are gardens cover’d with every 
fpecies of flowers of the fpring; or fields 
fill’d with all the fruits of the earth in au- 
tumn. Thefe gardens or fields are furround- 
ed with little canals, which flow out of others 
which are larger, as thefe again do from 
others yet larger, even to thofe which pro- 
ceed immediately from the Nile, and which 
are like unto rivers, being intended to en- 
compafs large provinces, and to diftribute 
themfelves fucceffively, till they ferve as in- 
clofures to the poffeffions of private perfons, 
Funerals were never perform'd during the 
time of the inundations, nor never deferr’d, 
but on that account. The feftivals of return 
from the labyrinth lafted always twice as 
long as the march of the ee thither : 
So that the king of Memphis had not an ac- 
count in form of the accomplifhment of the 
queen’s obfequies, till the one-and-thirtietli 
day after the departure of the proceffion. 


End of the First Book. 
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BOOK II. 


EF Daluca clofely befieg’d the king 
mS! even when fhe could not flatter 
herfelf with any approaching 
hopes; it is eafy to believe, that fhe 
redoubled her officioufnefs after the death of 
Nephte, who, by the indolence of this prince, 
left the government vacant; for as Amedes 
had not held that part which he had in the 
adminiftration, immediately from Oforoth, 
he had laid down all his employs, even be- 
fere he departed to attend the queen’s obfe- 
quies, at which he was to affift as a judge, 
The king, whom Daluca never quitted, and 
| wha 
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who in the firft days of mourning had had 
more opportunities of being alone with her, 
Was wont to communicate to her fuch con- 
cerns as he could not avoid knowing, and to 
confide in her for the execution of what 
they had concerted together, This weak 
prince, who had enjoy'd that tranquillity, 
which the wifdom of Nephte had pro- 
cur'd him, as perfon enjoys health, with- 
out knowing the value of it, look’d upon 
a peaceable government as a thing eafy in 
itfelf, and which any one was capable of 
fupporting : or, if he imagin’d that any par- 
ticular talent was neceflary, he was tempted 
tobelieve, that Daluca’s courage and vivacity 
fupply’d to advantage the want of Nephte’s 
modeft and fober virtues. So that where- 
as confiderations of conveniency only had 
made him difcharge the burden of the go- 
vernment upon the late queen; it was by 
a kind of choice that he folemnly refign’d 
it to Daluca, who had no title to pretend 
to it. He advis d her however, in parti- 
cular, to confult with Amedes upon any 
emergency. Daluca anfwer'd him, That 
the deceas’d queen having intrufted Ame- 
des with the education of the young prince, 
this employ was fufficient to take up 
his whole time; and fhe malicioufly added, 
that fhe would have the affiftance of mini- 
{ters yet more devoted to the king’s will than 

he was, 
| THE 


58 The Life of SeTHOS. 


THe new regent, when fhe took the 
helm of ftate into her hands, behaved with 
that prefumption which is common in per- 
fons of no worth, when fucceeding thofe of 
the moft diftinguifh’d merit. However, the 
averfion of the publick plainly fhewn with 
regard to her, and the honourable mention 
continually made of the deceas'd queen, gall’d 
her to the foul; and fhe could never have 
perfuaded herfelf that the entrance into 
fovereign power could have been fo dif- 
agreeable. This poffefs’d her mind, from 
the very beginning of her adminiftration, 
with fuch afperity, as could not but prove 
fatal to her in the fequel: and this lady, who, © 
in the earlieft hopes of her future gran- 
deur, was wont fometimes to diftribute her 
chimerical benevolence to thofe who were in 
her intimacy, without ever propofing to do 
any good to the publick, as foon as ever fhe 
had attained her wifhes, thought no more 
of doing fervice to any one. The hatred 
which thereby became deeply rooted in 
the hearts as well of the courtiers as the 
people, made her reflet more ferioufly upon 
the project fhe had before conceiv'd of 
efpoufing the king, and attaining to the royal 
dignity. This indeed was the fecret inclina- 
tion of the prince; but till thenit had not been 
a practice in Egypt for kings to marry below 
their rank ; and fo fcrupulous had they been 

| on 
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on this head, that they took their own fifters 
to wife, if fuitable princeffes were not to be 
found in the neighbouring courts. This 
cuftom had taken footing among them in- 
dependant of this pretext; and the Ptolemies, 
though originally Grecians, comply’d with it. 


NoTWITHST ANDING the care the king 
took to abfent himfelf from all affairs of ftate, 
ana to be unacquainted with what was tranf- 
acted in the heart of his kingdom ; he could 
not, however, be ignorant, that the choice 
he had made of Dahuca, to confide his au- 
thority in, had given uneafinefs to his 
fubjeéts. But the ambition of this lady, who 
thought the power fhe had over him un- 
controulable, prompted her to make ufe of 
that very argument for her afcending the 
throne, which ought to havemov'd him to de- 
prive her of the adminiftration. She took a 
a time to inform Otoroth, with tears in 

er eyes, that the faveurs he had honour’d 
her with, and her intire devotion to him, 
had excited envy againft her. She obferv’d, 
that her zeal for the king’s perfon began at a 
time when fhe could not be fufpected of any 
future views. Even now, added fhe, that 
my enemies apprehend it is time I fhouid 
receive fome feward for my difinterefted 
affection, I abandon all, and confent that 
my fidelity become unprofitable to me for your 
fervice. I accepted of the admuniftraticn, 
only 
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only that it might not devolve into thehands 
of fome fecret enemies to that abfolute power 
inherent in you: but you may, if you think 
proper, give yourfelf uptothem. I willeven 
acknowledge, continued fhe, in a more refo- 
‘lute tone, that I fet too high a rate upon the 
continuance of my adminiftration. But as the 
reformers of government have dared to 
bring their complaints even to you, either 
you muft allow them juft, and banifh 
me from your court, or confound their 
prefumption, by heaping new honours up- 
on me. Without abandoning my affection 
_ for you, which is an impofhbility, I, from 
this moment, renounce all the functions you 
have conftrain’d me to accept of, unlefs 
attended with the fupream dignity, which 
alone was the eafe and glory of the late 
queen’s adminiftration: Such a refolution, 
hitherto without example, will convince the 
world you dare exert your authority. The 
king, who till then had ftruggled with the 
confideration of his own honour, and his fon’s 
intereft, gave way to his natural weaknefs, 
upon falfe principles of courage; and by a 
= improper marriage confirm’d that power, 
which he had unfeafonably conferr’d upon a 
woman, who was about to crufh his age 
with care and troubles £ acting in this refpect, 
like other weak princes, who inftead of re- 
medying the errors they have already enter’d 
into, endeavour to fupport them by the com: 
miffjon of ftijl greater evils. 

OsoRoT 
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OsoroT Hu, however, confcious of the 
irregularity of his choice, and Daluca of the 
inferiority of her birth, did not prefume to 
convert the publick difcontent into matter of 
rejoicings. ‘The nuptials and coronation were 
both celebrated with very little ceremony: ~ 
and it was not without pain, the queen could 
at firft behave in a fplendor fo much fuperior 
to her former condition. Her pride however 
foon recover’d upon the birth of a fon, for 
whofe advancement fhe became immediately 
follicitcous. But as fhe could no ways carry 
her views tothe height her ambition fuggefted 
to her, but to the prejudice of young Sethos, fhe 
perceiv'd the difficulties fhe had to encounter 
with, in attempting that injuftice, and pur- 
fuing fuch crimes as fhe forefaw would be ne- 
ceflary for attaining her end, fo long as that 
fpirit of equity, reafon and order, which had 
been eftablith’d for feveral reigns, was predo- 
minant at court, and amongft the chief men of 
the kingdom. Her firft attempt then was to 
corrupt the morals of the court; hoping, 
with reafon, that fhe fhould then find fuch 
perfons to fill up all the great offices, as would 
be bafe enough not to contradict, or wicked 
enough to further her defigns. But as a 
mark of her more refin'd policy and capacity 
for perpetrating mifchief, fhe concluded, 
that the moft unfufpected, and at the fame 
time fure and fpeedy means of corrupting the 

court, 


t 
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court, was to introduce, as much as poffible, 
a relaxation of manners, and levity of mind. 
She knew by particular experience, that thofe 
men who are enemies to all application and 
bufinefs, and wholly given up to their ima- 
ginations and pleafures ; tho’ they mighrat 
firft be endu’d with that common probity, 
which cofts nothing, were no proof againft 
thofe vices which offered them any: advan- 
tage. Virtue never takes root in a mind pof- 
feffed with vanity; and opportunity either 
finds or renders fuch a one capable of every 
crime. ee 


Daluca judg’d then, that to put this her 
defign in practice, fhe muft.begin by breaking 
off gradually thofe aflemblies and converfa- 
tions which were ufually ‘held in the palace 
towards evening, among men of fenfe and 
diferetion, that idle difcourfes might fupply 
their place ; and that above all, it would be 
neceflary to fupplant the ufual exercifes!-of 
the young Egyptian nobility, and fubftituté 
vain amufements in their room. But before 
I proceed to the method: fhe took to intro: 
duce this firft depravitv, which was to be 
the fource of all the reft, I believe it may be 
very proper to give an idea of the manners 
of this nation, with regard to the intercourfe 
of witand {cience which flourifhed in it; and 
the care that was taken to enforce whatéver 
could ennoble the heart, cultivate the mind, 
| and 
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and invigorate the body *. ‘This account 
will at the fame time ferve as a general plan 
of the education of young Sethos, which we 
fhall {peak more particularly of hereafter. 


Te Greeks were as yet a barbarous na- 
tion, with regard to their cuftom of locking . 
up their wives, the favage rather than war- 
like education of their children, andthe pre- 
ference they gave to bodily force, beyond 
the virtues of the mind; when the Egypti- 
ans, under the happinefs of an uniform and 
wife government, had attain'd to politenefs, 
which confifted more in the great principles 
of mildnefs and difcretion, than in tirefome 
ceremonies. Human learning was the true 
fource of this. politenefs: and as the {ciences 
were very ancient in Egypt, the manners of 
that nation were early form’d. . It has been 
a true obfervation, that good breeding never 
made its way into any nation but by means 
of learning. The Romans were an uncivi- 
liz'd people, till they learnt the fciences of 
the Greeks ; as the Greeks themfelves were, 
till they became acquainted with the know- 
ledge of the Egyptians. And tho’ learned 
men are not always the moft civiliz'd, it is 
neverthelefs, to their writings, in philofophy, 

* Thefe very expreflions are found in Boffuer, fpeak- 
ing of the Egyptians, in his difcourfe upon univerfal 
hiftory. | 

ni hiftory, 
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hiftory, morality, and even poetry, that their 
fellow-citizens are indebted for the true foun- 
dation of their accomplifhments. 


Tue king’s palace at Memphis, which 
was fituate on one fide of a large fquare, op- 
pofite to the temple of the three deities, was 
the theatre of the arts and fciences. We have 
already obferv’d, that the ancient kings of 
Egypt chofe rather to fhew their magnifi- 
cence in the edifices they were to inhabit after 
their death, than in thofe they dwelt in while 
living. Purfuant to this principle their pa- 
laces made no appearance, either in thems 
felves, or in thofe ornaments which regard only 
pageantry and luxury. But in recompence, 
nothing was omitted in them that contribu- 
ted to the cultivation of the fciences; Wit- 
nefs the gardens of the king of Memphis, 
which contain’d every fort and fpecies of 
known. plants which Egypt had ever pro- 
duc’d, and even all thofe peculiar plants 
which travellers had brought from the moft 
diftant climates, efpecially after the conquefts 
of Sefoftris. And befides, all the advantages 
which the due ordering and ranging of this 
immenfe variety of plants could poffibly af- 
ford to the eye by beautiful views and pro- 
fpects, was nicely obferv’d. An elegant 
choice of the moft agreeable flowers, which 
are fingly planted in our modern parterres, 
cannot afford a fight equal to that of many 
| 3 large 
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large compartments, in which were feen in 
feparate borders all the flowers fimple or 
compound ; which blew in the form of rofes, 
pinks or lillies ; or whofe leaves took the fhape 
of a vafe, an umbrella, or a tuff; or in fhort, 
whofe colours were either fimple or mix’d. 


On the wings of the parterre were planted 
the twenty fpecies or kinds of palm-trees, in 
one fingle row on each fide; one of flower- 
or male-palms, and the other of fruit- or fe- 
male-palms. They thought this correfpon- 
dence neceffary to render the females bait. 
ful, by the duft of the flowers which the 
wind convey’d to them from the males. A 
‘diftin@ion of fex, which, tho’ more percep- 
tible in palm-trees, may perhaps be the fame 
in many other plants. The parterre had no 
_other fhelter but thefe two rows of palms ; 
but there were two other fhady walks under 
arch’d terraffes, to the very bottom of the 
garden. At the end of the parterre were 
two great woods feparated by the conti- 
nuation of the main walk, which were tra- 
vers’ d by an infinity of other lefler walks, 
that the fun never pierced. Thefe two woods 
confifted of every fpecies of thofe trees which 
are called barren, from the humble broom 
to the haughty cedar, afcending graduall 
_ from that fide towards the parterre with 
their tops joining, which from the windows 
of the palace refembled a talus or glacis, and 

‘Vor. I. F »/ by 
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by the favour of the climate were ever green. 
Behind thefe woods were all forts of plants, 
roots and pulfe neceffary in a kitchen-garden. 
And on the fides continued downwards, were 
planted every fort of wall- and other fruit- 
trees. But as they were defign’d for no 
other ufe but to fhew the extent of botany, 
there were no more than what might be 
fufficient to exhibit the feveral kinds or 
fpecies. 


Tue priefts, who were the orderers and 
managers of this garden, had a pafñfage to it 
thro’ a gallery at the top of a colonnade, 
which reached from their college behfnd the 
temple, and, bordering one fide of the {quare 
by the river fide, run along by the north wing 
of the palace, and fo defcended on the fame 
fide into the parterre. They had caus'd to 
be drawn and painted in natural colours, 
all the trees and plants of the whole garden ; 
and all thefe figures were to be feen in one 
of thofe galleries of the palace, which were 
always open to the curious, even to ftrangers. 
Thefe figures were more in number than the 
plants of the garden, becaufe they reprefented 
a great many others which were not tranf- 
plantable from the foil where they grew: 
‘Fho’ there was nothing wanting that could 
poffibly be procured, not even coral, madre- 

ores, lithophyton, and other marine petri- 
Fring plants. In fhort, every thing was there 
in 
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in the moft exact order, according to their 
kinds and fpecies: Plants as yet unknown, 
had in fome: manner their places affign’d 
them ; and botany feem’d hereto be com- 
pleat, independent of its parts, which in all 
appearance will never be fo. | 


- Bur as the curiofity of the Egyptians was 
not limited. to this article alone, they had in 
the fame gallery famples of all the produc- 
tions of nature, treafured up in repofitories, 
with grates before them of that metal call’d 
electrum, a mixture of gold and filver, ran- 
ged under claffes in fuch excellent order, as 
vais'd Curiofity in the moft indifferent. Even 
nature herfelf may be faid to have been ho- 
nout’d in this collection by the multiplicity 
and variety of her own gifts, and her riches 
thus aflorted, under the proper names and 
infcriptions which diftinguifh’d them, feem’d 
to exceed in number thofe fame productions, 
when difpers'd in her own extenfive field, and 
frequently unknown. In this collection were 
_ comprehended all fuch fubftances, as are ga- 
ther’d from the furface, or taken out of the 
entrails of the earth, in their natural form, | 
and but barely cleans’d and purify’d: Such 
were not only all manner of concretions, con- 
gelations and cryftallifations, but all forts of 
‘foffils, minerals and metals, and that in the 
feveral progreffions and degrees from whence 
they receive different appellations Hence 

F 2 they 
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they took their notions of all thofe juices and 
gums which proceed from plants or other 
bodies by exfudation, the greater part of 
which were either precious aromaticks, or 
fovereign antidotes: An immenfe treafure of 
delights in health, and of remedies in fick- 
nefs. Toconclude; Here was that grotto of 
Mercury, in which, as Orpheus fays, was 
treafured up a collection of every good thing, 
and from whence no one ever return’d with 
the infirmities he brought. 


From this gallery, fet apart for natural 
hiftory, was a paflage into that deftin’d for 
Chymiftry. * Some believe this fcience 
took its name from Egypt, formerly call'd 
Chemia; but that it took its rife there is 
certain. The renown’d Mercury of Thebes, 
whom the Egyptians look’d upon as the 
author of all their knowledge, gave name to 
that liquid metal which he found the. me- 
thod of extracting out of Cinnober, and 
which is found to be exactly the fame with 
the Quickfilver which runs in the mines, 
the object of fo many chymical experiments, 
and the miracle of nature, by the variety of 
colours which it affumes in its precipitation, 
and from whence it has likewife the name 
of Proteus. Mercury it was who taught 


. %* With regard to this article our reader may confult 
the works of Olaus Borrichius, in which he defends the 
antiquity of chymifry againft Conringius. 

them 
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them to reduce bodies by ng oops into 
their three principles, falt, fulphur and {pi- 
rit; the latter of which, as the moft fub- 
lime, has retain’d in our authors the name of 
Mercury. Several kings of Egypt follow’d 
his example in the ftudy of chymiftry; and 
Theophraftus tells us we are indebted to one 
of them for the artificial azure. The Egyp- 
tians, by an imitation of almoft all com- 
pound bodies, had form’d, as it were by art, 
a fecond nature; and chymiftry furnifh’d 
them with nitres, vitriols and falts, always 
more beautiful, and fometimes more effica- 
cious than thofe of nature. Seneca the phi- 
lofopher aflures us, * that Democritus had 
learnt of them the art of foftening ivory, 
and to give to flints the colour and luftre of 
emeralds. We have at leaft a recent and in- 
conteftable proof of the efficacy of their dif- 
folvents, in that pearl of ineftimable value 
and uncommon fize, which Cleopatra took 
from her ear, and liquify’d in an inftant in 
prepar’d vinegar, that Mark Anthony might 
{wallow ic: And it is certain, that this vine- 
gar was no corrofive diffolvent, becaufe it 
was drunk without danger, | 


THE teftimonies of antiquity have gone 
yet farther with regard to the Egyptians ; 
and we are plainly told, that Mercury, ar 


* Ep. 90. 
F 5 Hermes 
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Hermes Trifmegiftus, taught them the fecret 
of transforming all metals into gold, call’d 
for that reafon the Hermetical philofophy. 
As a proof of which they alledge the vaft 
extent of their riches, which, fay they, one 
fingle mine of gold, the only one they knew, 
could never have furnifh’d. Witnefs the 
fhip of cedar, of four hundred and twenty 
foot long, which Sefoftris caus’d to be plated 
on the infide with filver, and to be cover’d 
‘with gold without; the aftronomical circle 
of maffive gold in the tomb of Ifmandes, 
which by the account Diodorus gives, was 
of the thicknefs of a cubit, or 2 Pot and a 
half, and in circumference three hundred 
fixty five cubits ; a great number of temples 
of gold dedicated, according to the fame 
author, by Ofiris to Jupiter, Juno, and other 
gods ; temples fo large, that priefts were ap- 
pointed to officiate in them; and to con- 
clude, fo many other works, which, tho’ but 
of marble or ftone, coft more than the for- 
mer. Notwithftanding all which, the opi- 
nion I am of, that the integral parts of all 
bodies are determin’d to their nature from 
the formation of the earth, would alone hin- 
der my granting, to any one whomever, the 
power of tranfmuting them; or at leaft al- 
lowing that their change can be effected by 
operations fo imperfect and fo fhort as are 
thofe of mankind, in comparifon with the 
fubtlety and extreme length of thofe of na- 
ture. Befides, wife men don’t doubt but 
this 
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this true philofopher’s ftone, of which Mer- 
cury. or Hermes was the inventor, was the 
_ commerce which this firft king of Thebes 
eftablifh’'d in Egypt. And in reality, it is 
not the quantity of matter, either gold or 
filver, be it taken from the mines, or the 
laboratories of the chymifts, that renders a 
nation opulent. The mines of Norway, 
Germany, Spain and Africa, don’t make the 
inhabitants of thofe countries one jot the 
richer. The continual circulation of a mo- 
derate quantity of this matter, and a perpe- 
tual commerce, with the productions of a 
foil, and the fruits of induftry, have rais’d 
Nations to extreme plenty, who have no 
mines either of gold or filver. We mutt 
however grant, that the Egyptians clofely 
purfu’d this fecret of Hermes, taken in its 
literal fenfe ; and we may even conjecture, 
that the real knowledge they attain’d to in 
the art of phyfick, was owing to their vain 
labours in queft of the philofophical gold. 


Tis chymical gallery led to another 
appropriated to anatomy. ‘The diffections 
were always perform’d in the priefts college ; 
but they brought into the palace entire and 
natural demonftrations, confifting of the 
bones, mufcles, arteries and veins of moft 
animals, either of the air, earth, or water: 
And their entrails, fhewn feparately, were 
made more difcernable by being laid open, or 
by injections. Pliny relates, that the ancient 
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kings of Egypt did not think it beneath them 
to affift themfelves at diffections. It is cer- 
tain at leaft, that Æfculapius, king of Mem- 
pais being the firft author of phyfick, was 
ikewife the inventor of anatomy. But Egypt 
having fince embrac’d a more regular form 
of gavernment, the feveral functions were 
better diftributed, and the particular profef- 
fions of the fciences devolv’d upon the priefts, 
or their fubalterns The practice of em- 
balming human bodies, and even thofe of ani- 
_ mals, moft of which were facred with them, 
in one city or other, had render’d them . 
extremely knowing in the outward and in- 
ward conftruétion of all living bodies. The 
feveral devaftations in Egypt which have 
robb’d their catacombs of an infinity of mum- 
mies and bones, are even to this day of great 
help to the ftudy of this fcience; And the 
famous Galen, phyfician to our auguft Em- 
perours Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus, 
excludes from the profound knowledge of 
anatomy thofe who did not come for inftru- 
ction from thefe objects to the academies of 
Alexandria, tho’ now held by the Greeks, 


Tue knowledge the Egyptians had in 
anatomy, was a confequence of their curio- 
fity in living creatures. Idon’t {peak of the 
cuftom yet in practice in Egypt of hatching 
the eggs of fowls deftin'd for the nourifh- 
ment of mankind, in furnaces made for that 


_ purpofe, 
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purpofe, which prodigioufly increafes their 
number. But the kings of Memphis had, 

befides the garden I have above defcrib’d, a 
large inclofure, with a park and proper con- 
veniencies for four-footed beafts, canals and 
bafons for fifh and amphibious creatures, and 
aviaries for birds. And here were frequently 
reprefented fundry {ports of thefe animals, 

tam’d and train’d up to furprizing exercifes. 

* Crocodiles were feen floating upon the fur- 
face of the canals and bafons with men on 
their backs, who made them perform all forts 
of evolutions, or walking on dry land, led 
by chains, and often obedient to their mafter’s 
voice alone. The fame evolutions were per- 
form’d by the Hippopotamus, or River- 
Horfe, whofe afpect alone was fo hideous, 

that it was believ’d fire proceeded out of his 
noftrils. The bones of this animal are fhewn 
in feveral cities of Greece for the bones of 
giants. We have feen, even in the days of 
the Ptolomies, when the a began to 
decline in Egypt, Cynoce a fort of 
apes, of which they made Br! hieroglyphi- 
cal Anubis, that dd taught to play regu- 
larly on the guitar and the flute. + 


But we muft allow, that the curiofity or 
ingenuity of the Egyptians, in what was 


* Plut. c. de folertia anira. 
+ Ælian. de natura animal. 1. 6. ¢. 10. 
ÇOM- 
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commendable, does no ways excufe the fcan- 
dalous and fuperftitious abufes they are fallen 
into with refpect to animals. Many cities 
in Egypt have borrow'd their names from : 
thofe menfters they paid adoration to, as 
Crocodilopolis and others. The Hippopo- 
tamus is worfhipp'd at Pampremis, tho’ this 
city don’t bear its name. The moft excu- 
fable among them feem to be thofe who wor- 
fhip the animals that are of ufe to mankind. 
The * Heracleoti offer’d incenfe to the Icneu- 
mon, a fort of rat as big as a little dog, 
which deftroy’d the crocodile in a very fin- 
gular manner: This little animal, after ha- 
ving daub'd itfelf all over with a fort of 
thick flime, which when dry’d ferv’d it as a 
coat of mail, jump’d into the jaws of the 
crocodile, and fo kill’dit. The ancients fay, 
this is the only animal that fecures itfelf with 
defenfive armour. All Egypt ador’d the bird 
Ibis, a fort of ftork, that freed their cities 
from the little wing’d ferpents, which the 
African wind was wont to bring them ; but 
this bird was itielf very troublefome, by rea- 
fon of its voracity and filth. It 1s related, 
that Cambyfes being upon the point of gi- 
ving battle to Pfammenitus the fon of Amafis 
at Palufa, on the confines of Egypt, rang’d 
a row of thefe birds before his avant-guard, 
and that the Egyptians chofe rather to fub- 


* Cic. de natura, Deor. 1. 1. 
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mit without oppofition, than to draw their 
arrows againft them. The Greeks with rea- 
fon reproach’d the Egyptians for the fingula- 
tity of their religion. But they pretend to 
juftify themfelves with regard to their wor- 
fhip of crocodiles, and other fuch hideous 
animals; by alledging, that they defended 
their country, and render’d the accefs to it 
dangerous to the pirates of Arabia, and the 
fcouts of Libya. ‘They even retort the fame 
reproach a the Greeks, * and fay, that 
the Theflalonians worfhipp’d a ftork, and 
the Boeotians a weafel. It is indeed a com- 
mon thing for men to deride with great 
haughtinefs the fuperftition of others, when 
they are blind to het own folly, tho’ often 
of the fame kind. 


AFTER having gone thro’ what regards 
experimental fciences, the next gallery was 
the firft of thofe deftin’d for the fciences of 
computation. The peculiar neceffity incum- 
bent upon the inhabitants of this country, of 
adjufting the bounds of their lands after an 
inundation of the waters of the Nile, had 
put them upon the ftudy of geometry fooner 
than other nations: But they had carry’d 
their contemplations much farther than this 


* Clem. Alex. admon. ad gentes. This father even 
adds, that it is lefs ignominious to worfhip animals, in- 
capable of crime, than gods, yitious and unjuft, as were 
thoie of the Greeks, 
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76 he Life of SETHOS. 


neceffity oblig’d them ; And had attain’d to 
thofe fciences, of which the fimple meafuring 
of their lands, or geometry properly fo call'd, 
was but avery {mall part. The canals and 
other bounds, which in courfe of time fepa- 
rated the eftates of private perfons, made 
them fufficiently known. But geometry be- 
came the knowledge of every kind of pro- 
portion reprefented by lines. 


' 


THE firft elements of the mathematicks 
are very ancient. It is related, that Mercury, 
the firft king of Thebes, whom we have fo 
often mention’d, being concern’d at the 
changes, which an univerfal deluge then re- 
cent had caus’d upon the furface pf the earth, 
and for the want of all human fcience, which 
that terrible cataftrophe had fo totally effac’d, 
thought of an expedient that might prevent 
fo great a lofs, if the difafter fhould ever 
happen again. * He caus’d fubterranean and 
winding paflages to be dug in the neighbour- 
hood of Thebes, the remains of which are yet 
to be feen, and go by the name of the Syringes. 
Thefe he fill’d with fquare and pyramidal 
columns, upon the furfaces of which were 
carv'd the principles of every fcience; but 
in hieroglyphical fymbals, that if even the 
art of writing fhould be loft, they might be 
explain'd by conjecture ; and that: if any of 


* Ammian. Marcel. 1. 22. vid. Marhh. p. 39. & 41. 
3 | the 
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the race of man fhould efcape, they might 
at leaft have this aid, and not be reduc’d, as 
they had then juft been, to labours that re- 
quir’'d fo great a length of time as a new in- 
vention of all things. It is added, that Mer- 
cury himfelf had enjoy’d the fame advantage 
from fome columns anterior to the deluge, 
which had been erected by the hero-kings or 
demi-gods, his predeceffors. 


In the mathematical gallery at Memphis 
were plac’d columns of the height of a cu- 
bit, but which had all the proportions of 
thofe columns of the Syringes, which con- 
tain’d the principles of this fcience. The 
proprieties of numbers were dE sr on the 
firft of them; forafmuch as their propor- 
tions being perceptible by operation alone, 
they ferve as elements and a model for all 
mathematical proportions. * Pythagoras, who, 
as the ancients fay, receiv’d great inftru- 
tion by Mercury’s columns, thence took his 
idea of numbers. He likewife carry'd it as 
far as any of the Greeks before our celebrated 
Diophantes; and he was the firft amongft 
them who made ufe of them for the mufi- 
cal divifions of the monochord: But he 
afterwards made allegorical applications of 
.them, which may have been ae fome moral 
ufe, but were of. no advantage to arithme- 


* Jamb. de Myft. Agypt. 1.1. 
tick 
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tick itfelf. Upon other columns were the 
elementary propofitions of geometry, with 
their figures, under each of which was the 
name of him who firft demonftrated them, 
and the date thereof; but not the demon- 
ftrations themfelves. Thefe monuments for- 
med a very curious hiftory of the fteps and 
progrefs of human underftanding. The {ci- 
ences were pointed out, and the degree they 
had attain’d to in each age known; but there 
were other meafures to be taken before 
they could be attain’d to. Thales had ob- 
ferv’d there, that an angle taken in the cir- 
cumference of a circle, and carry'd to the 
two extremities of the diameter, was always 
rectangular: And it was from the demonftra- 
tion he found of it after his return to Greece, 
that he gather'd all the other proprieties of 
the circle, and all the trigonometrical refolu- 
tions, or thofe which give the meafure of 
inacceflible diftances. ‘There it was that Py- 
thagoras found out the famous propofition 
upon the hypothenufe of the rectangular tri- 
angle, compar’d to the two other fides. * And 
it was not without reafon he facrific’d a he- 
catomb in thanks to the gods for having at 
Jaft difcover’d it; fince this propofition, and 
that which eftablifhes the analogy of the 
fides of fuch triangles, are the two axles 


* See Olaus Borrichius, Hermetis fapientia, where he 
fpeaks in general of the fciences of che Egyptians, c. 8. 


upon 
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upon which the whole fcience of geometry 
turns. 


NExT to the elementary propofitions, 
which refpect only figures terminated by di- 
rect or circular lines, were all thofe parts of 
geometry, which require no other afliftance. 
Upon this bafis alone were raisd all the 
mathematicks employ’d for the ufe of man, 
the convenience of cities, and the ornament 
of all Egypt; in a word, all practical geo- 
metry. The principles of this geometry car- 
ved upon columns, tho’ they were not all 
copy’d from thofe of Mercury, and the date 
of the greater part fhew’d that the invention 
was more modern, took up one fide of this 
fpacious gallery. The other was adorn’d 
with difcoveries made in compound geome- 
try, or that part which treats of curvilineal 
figures. Thefe difcoveries being owing to 
the priefts alone, after they had form’d a pe- 
culiar fociety in Egypt, were not upon co- 
lumns, but carv’d with proper figures upon 
tables of white marble, higher and larger 
than the columns. Eftablifh’d theorems, 
and problems refolv’d, * were only exprefs’d, 


* Thofe priefts who apply'd themfelves to the moft 
abftrufe fpeculations in geometry, were call’d Arfepedo- 
naptes, or Arpedonaptes. See on thefe two words the 
notes of S. Clem. of Alex. in Potter's Edition, p. 367. 
The reader will find in the text, thar Democritus boafted 
of having learnt of thefe men as much of geometry as 
they themfelves could know. 


3 as 
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as thofe in fimple geometry, without any 
demonftration. 


Bu T of all the curiofities in thefe galle- 
ries, nothing came up to the beauty of the 
aftronomical inftruments. ‘The Chaldeans 
have been accounted the inventors of this 
fcience : But they themfelves were but a 
colony of the Egyptians, led into Babylon by 
Belus, who, according to Diodorus, was born 
in Egypt. The very climate of this country 
favour’d their aftronomical obfervations, not 
only on account of a continual ferene sky, 
but becaufe, being near the equator, it dif- 
covers the greateft part of the firmament, 
whofe revolutions over it are almoft direct. 
It was by this advantage of fituation, that 
the fhepherds, who fpent their nights in the 
open fields, were the firft aftronomers: they 
could not but remark the different elevations 
of the ftars in different hours of the night, 
the fucceffive rife of thofe which abfented 
themfelves fram the rays of the fun, during 
the courfe of the year, and the particular 
courfe of the planets, generally oppofite to 
the diurnal motion of the whole firmament. 
But no fooner did the more curious and pe- 
netrating part of mankind begin to cultivate 
- thefe objects, than they converted them into 
the moft noble of all human fciences, and 
the only one which can render a prophet in- 
fallible. The fituation of Egypt made it fo 

famous 
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famous for aftronomy, that, fince the foun- 
dation of Alexafidria, all the great aftrono- 
mers of Greece have been either born, or 
havé acquir'd theit knowledge and fame in 
that city. Such as, Timocharis, Denis the 
äfitonomer, Eratofthenes, the famous Hip- 
parchtie, Poffidenius, Sofigenes; and, to con- 
clude, Ptolomy, the laft and the greateft of 
them all. The Egyptians were the firft who 
inade fpheres according to the two different 
fyftems of the univerfe; upon a fuppofi- 
tion, either that all the heavenly bodies have 
their révolution about the earth, or that the 
earth takes its cirtuit round the fun as à 
planet. ‘Tho’ the Greeks now follow thé 
vifijle and apparent fyftem of the diurnal 
revolution of the fun about us, a fyftem to 
which out Ptolomy has added great luftre ; 
we can’t be ignorant that our antient philo- 
fophers, fuch as- Thales and Pythagoras, be- 
Héved- ail the planets, and the earth itfelf, 
had their motions round the fun. And as 
both of them learnt the fciences in Egypt, it 
is a certain prdof, independant of my me- 
moirs, that this laft fyftem took its rife there. 
The motion of the earth has been even ad+ 
rnitted by Greeks of a pretty modern date; 
atid Philolaus has lent his name to the Philo« 
Jaick aftronomy, which has this hypothefis 
for its bafis: ‘ Thefe two fyftems are equally 
fatisfactory as to the periodical revolutions of 
the ftars. But if the Ptolomeani fyftern be in 

~ Vor. . G fome 
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fome manner better adapted to the fenfes, and 
may ferve for aftronomers who only obferve 
the celeftial appearances; that of Philolaus, 
being infinitely plainer in itfelf, of confe- 
quence comes nearer nature, and is more 
agreeable to philofophy. I fhall fay nothing 
here of the Egyptian aftrology, becaufe it 
was only taught to initiates, in the inmoft 
recefles of their temples. But asa fearch after 
the philofopher’s ftone has been the parent of- 
chymiftry, fo we may fay that the vain {ci- 
ence of aftrology, with which all the nations 
of the world are infatuated, has produc’d 
excellent difcoveries in aftronomy. A ge- 
neral knowledge of this great art was com- 
mon to all the per in Egypt; but we mutt 
allow that thofe of Thebes furpañled in this 
article * all their brethren. I fhall therefore 
defer fome other obfervations on this fci- 
ence, till I fhall have occafion in another place 
to {peak of this famous metropolis of the 


upper Egypt. 


_ But whatattraéted the attestion of a greater 
number of people in the palace of Memphis, 
were the models of all the machines which 
had been made ufe of to level the foil in Egypt, 
to water every part of it, to raife thofe waters 
to confiderable heights, and to keep them 
within bounds. It was after a view of thefe 


* Diodor. 1. 1. 
| wonder: 
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wonderful machines, of which fome were 
yet in being in the days of Archimedes, that 
this famous prince of Syracufa invented at 
Alexandria the hydraulick fcrew or engine 
which bears his * name. In this gallery was 
likewife fhewn the models of thofe multi- 
plied powers, by the means of which they 
had been able to hoift out of their quarries, 
to tran{port, and to raife to the very clouds, 
ftones of fo prodigious a fize, as perpetuate the 
labours of Egypt. To conclude, whatever 
invention had furnith’d for the fervice of war, 
by land or fea, was there carefully treafur’d 
up. Aftronomy, added to the active genius 
of the Egyptians, had made them very expert 
in navigation; and the models of veffels of 
every form, and of inftruments proper to 
build and work them, were not the leaft 
among the curiofities we have been defcribe- 


ing. 


Tus extraordinary collection was in» 
deed but a mute object, or fpoke only 
by means of the infcriptions which were 
_affix’d to each article... We mutt likewife 
allow that foreigners had hardly any other 
inftructions to expect, but what they could 
draw from thefe kinds of objects, which 
were in fome of the cities of Egypt, before 
Cambyfes, the fon of Cyrus, the moft favage 


* Diodor. 1. §. P- 2176 Ed. Hen. ke 
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and inconfiderate of all conquerors, had laid 
them wafte. Thales and Pythagoras were 
the laft of the Greek philofophers, who had 
the advantage of feeing them before their de- 
ftruction. They both refided in Egypt a 
great number of years; and had contacted — 
an intimate friendfhip with fome of the 
Egyptian priefts: They were both initiated, 
and Pythagoras in particular *, defirous of be- 
ing fo, at Heliopolis, where the priefts were 


accounted the moft expert at divination, pur- 


chas’d it at the expence of being circumcifed. 
Notwithftanding which, their travels and 
labours had been of little profit to them, if 
they had not, as great inventers themfelves, 
drawn large confequences from the little 
which was communicated to them +. The 
priefts thought themfelves indeed oblig’d to 
be liberal of their inftruétions to foreign ini- 
tiates, with regard to certain myfteries of their 
religion, but were very {paring in the fecrets 
of their fciences. In favour of their own 
nation however, there were commonly at- 
tending, in other galleries of the palace of 
Memphis, the greateft mafters of thofe fci- 
ences, of which the principles and inftruments 
had been expos’d to view in thofe already de- 
fcrib'd. Renown’d Athens never produc’d 

© Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. 1. | 

‘+ Philoftrates in the life of Apollonius, J. r. ce. 1. fays, 


that Pythagoras, as an excellent painter, had embellifh’d 
with colours what the Egyptian priefts had only sketch’d 


{o 


with the pencil. 
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fo many fchools, nor them more frequented ; 
tho’ in thefe of Egypt none were admitted 
but natives *. Befides the hours fet apart 
for regular lectures, the priefts, who were the 
only teachers in thefe feveral academies, were 
ready every moment of the day to anfwer all 
queftions that might be propos’d to them by 
any perfons whomfoever. But their chymi- 
cal preparations, anatomical diffections, and 
even aftronomical obfervatiors, were always 
in private ; that they might in fome meafure 
conceal, even from the Egyptians themfelves, 
the means by which they attain’d to their 
knowledge. 


T Ho’ the Egyptians gave preference, 
among the labours of the mind, to natural 
philofophy, as more directly conducive to 
the advantage of the publick; they were not, 
however, negligent in thofe which are the 
objects of erudition. Their confultations on 
this head were held in a vaft library, which 
they increas'd daily. Upon the gate of this 
library was written in letters of gold, FOOD 
FOR THE MIND. An infcription of 
greater extent than that of the library of 
Thebes, plac'd there by Ifmandes the founder ; 


* Monuments of antiquity give fo often an idea of 
thefe academies, that F. Laffiteau, in the life of John de 
Brienne, 1. 2. p. 14. having had occafion to fpeak of 
Philippus Auguftus, faid; Thac he had made the univer- 
fity of Paris as famous as thofe of Athens and Memphis 
bad been, in their greateft fplendour, | 


3 VIA, 
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viz. PHYSICK FOR THE MIND*. It is 


not in the power of a king to collect the cu- 
riofities of nature and art, which one learned 
man may have defcrib’d and explain’d in his 
writings; but no private perfon can make fo 
ample a collection of books as a king may. 
The library of 700,000 volumes collected 
under the care of Ptolomeus Philadelphus, © 
and burnt againft the will of the conqueror, 
when Julius Cæfar enter’'d Alexandria, was a | 
wonder of Egypt, greater than any of thofe 
which nuw go by the name. At Memphis, 
and in other cities, the priefts kept in their 
own pofieffion all the books, which contain’d 
the myfteries of their religion, and even the 
hiftories of the heroick times, or thofe 
which preceded Meries. They communicated 
them only to initiates, to whom they ex- 
pounded them in private. Having eftablith’d 
it as a maxim, to deprive the laity of all 
means of becoming arbiters in points of reli- 
gion; the people, and efpecially the women, 
knew no more of it than what the priefts 
taught them by word of mouth. But all 
hiftories from the time of Menes, and even 
thofe of foreign countries, which they had 
collected with as much affiduity as the curio- 
fities of nature, were preferved in the royal 
libraries, and fhewn to all Egyptians who 
defir'd it. | 


= * Diodor. Defcription of the Memnonium, 1.1. §. 2. 


THE 
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* Tue priefts in Egypt were the only 
judges in point of civil right: But if the 
 themfelves had any matter of difpute with 
private perfons, and by fo much the more 
if with the king, it was decided by the affem- 
bly of initiates: So that the priefts and ini- 
’ tiates might have kept the knowledge of the 
law wholly within themfelves. However, as 
_. they thought it reafonable that every one who 
_ was caft fhould judge of the equity of their 
judgments; and befides, it was requifite for 
private perfons to know the laws they were 
to live up to; the priefts taught this fcience 
publickly in a hall of the palace: and that 
was the only fchool into which ftrangers were 
admitted. The Egyptians had right to boaft 
that Solon and Lycurgus borrow’d from them 
the beft of thofe laws which they eftablith’d, 
one of them in Athens, and the other in 
Sparta. -+ Among thefe was one very remark- 
able, which oblig’d all the commoners of 
Egypt to declare to the judges every year 
what -profeffion they propos’d to follow for 
a livelihood, and they were forbidden, at 
leaft for that time, following any other upon 
pain of death. This made them affiduous 
every one in his way. And that activity yet 
fo vifible in our city of Alexandria, made the 
* Ælian. var. hift. 114. | 
+ Herodotus, 1.2. Diodor. 1.1. . à 
a G 4 emperar 
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emperor Adrian fay, * there was not a 
man in that great city who was. not diftin- 
guifhed by fome or other profeffion or trade, 
Even the blind, added he, have their work. 
None are exempt, na nat the gouty, if they 
have either hands or feet free from the dif- 
temper. This is but one inftance, among 
an infinite number of excellent laws, which 
from the Egyptians were propagated among 
the wifeft nations, and of which fome are 
eafily diftinguifh'd in the Roman laws ||, 


Tue kings of Egypt had always been pro- 
moters of thefe academies, being convincd, 
that a love.of the fciences, and the tranquility 
they requir'd, were alone fufficient to fupprefs 
all thoughts of revolt and fedition. The 
{ciences not only employ and adorn the mind, 
but endue it with a certain folidity and up- 
rightnefg, which generally prevent men not 
only from being vain, but from being wicked, 
This truth had been experienc’d by many 
kings, in the great minifters, magiftrates, and 
even great commanders,- which thefe fchools 
had furnifh'd: For the exercifes of the body 
were here as little neglected as chofe of the 


* Fi, Vos in Saturnino. : 

Solon fententiis adjutus facerdotum Ægypti, latis 

juftà moderatione legibus,- Romano quoque juri. maxi- 

mum addidit firmamentum. Amm. Marc. lib.22. See 

likewife Nicolai de Synedrio Ægyptiorum, where he 

compares the 14 chief Jaws of Rgypt to thofe of other 
bation ee nee eee an 
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mind. I don’t mean only fuch as wreftling, 
fwimming, running, riding, and walking a 
fingle rope, which latter they fuppos’d ren- 
der'd the eyes, and footfteps fure ; all exer- 
cifes of great ufe in the art of war, whether 
in battles or at fieges; but every article be- 
longing to the military art which requires 
ftudy and fcience. Here young noblemen, 
emulating one another, were employed in 
taking the diftances of inaccefflible places, 
and delineating every fpecies of fortification. 
They diligently followed the moft famous 
architects in the execution of their immenfe 
undertakings, to learn of them the propor- 
tions which the foundations of walls bear to 
their height; the power of thofe vaults 
which tho’ folid were light; the different 
forts of timber, and the degrees of force it 
attain’d from different pofitions. 


Even queens, and the ladies that attended 
them, were endued with this noble emula- 
tion. ‘The fet races, and other exercifes of 
thefe young noblemen, on their feftivals, and 
days of publick rejoicings, furnifh’d them 
with very agreeable entertainments, and they 
took a fingular pleafure in difcourfing in the 
¢ircles which were form’d about them at 
court towards evening, thereby to be in- 
{tructed, and render’d worthy of that fociety 
they were neceflarily to be engag’d in with 
the moft learned men: For, according Bi 

cuftom 
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cuftom as antient in Egypt as monarchy it- 
felf, the priefts, as auftere as they were in 
their facerdotal functions, frequented the 
affemblies at court. The firft defign of this 
cuftom was to keep up a fpirit of religion in 
their kings, and a decorum in courts, where, 
contrary to the cuftom of other nations, the 
women were allowed freedom of converfation 
with the men. The priefts themfelves had 
this advantage by it, that in return for their 
fciences they learned politenefs from the 
courtiers: and both together made up that 
mixture, which perhaps alone deferves the 
name of good company; that is, of perfons 
of diftinétion join’d with men of wit and 
learning. Rules for converfation were need- 
lefs among perfons whofe minds were fo 
form'd: and as no one prefum'd to fpeak 
beyond the meafure of his genius and know- 
ledge, every perfon at court, tho’ in different 
degrees of learning, render'd himfelf almoft 
equally valued. It was even a maxim with 
the Egyptians, that a refin’d wit was not the 
greateft qualification a man could have, not 
only with refpect to the affairs of ftate and 
war, which of courfe were preferably put 
into the hands of men of deep knowledge 
and experience; but even with regard to the 
common intercourfes of life, and the agree- 
ablenefs of converfation : fo that profefs’d 
wits were no otherwife efteem’d than as they 
render’d themfelves agreeable by their affabr. 


lity, 
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lity, modefty, and other qualities common to 
men of honour. In fhort, in a nation where 
every fubject, animated by a reciprocal emu- 
lation, difcharg’d his function or employ 
equally well, that real efteem they had one 
for the other added a harmony to fociety, 
now hardly any where known. 


Tuts folidity of mind, which appear’d 
in the employments, and even converfations 
of the Egyptians, extended to matters of 
mere entertainment. They were admirers 
of elegant writing in profe and verfe: but 
_ having in general a more favourable opinion 
of men of a common genius who render’d 
themfelves ufeful by their knowledge, than 
of thofe fine wits, who only fupply’d the 
publick with vain amufements, they recon- 
cil’d both by this unqueftionable maxim, that 
the great man in point of learning was he 
who cultivated a profufenefs of wit with as 
large a degree of knowledge. In confe- 
quence of this maxim, univerfally received, 
there appear’d very few authors who had not 
treafur'd up a ftock of reading fufficient to 
be the guide and fupport of their own re- 
fle&ions. Hence it was that the readers 
found a great deal of inftruction even in thofe 
books, which feem’d to be written only for 
pleafure and diverfion. And thus thofe who 
prefided over learning prevented, as well in 
authors as reader, that tafte for trifles which 
1 


Lé 
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is the ftumbling-block of polite nations, and 
foon becomes a greater hinderance to noble 
undertakings, than fimplicity and impolite- 
nefs. As for poets, they were very fevere in 
examining their notions of virtue and vice ; 
and undeceiv’d them in the opinion they al- 
moft all fell into, that morality was an innate 
knowledge, which required no ftudy to at- 
tain to. But poetry was abfolutely forbid to 
perfons convicted of diflolute and irregular 
morals. By this they fecured themfelves from 
a publick evil, always found among the 
Greeks; which was, that whenever authors 
became fcandalous in their perfons, they were 
the firft wha took upon them to reform man- 
kind by fatire, almoft always levell'd at per- 
fons of fuch merit, whom a juft reputatiog 
plac’d above them. The antient Lacedemo- 
nians, in imitation of the Egyptians, forbad 
every vicious man even to mention a moral 
maxim. And in effect what are poets, who, 
as we have frequent inftances among the 
Greeks, undertaking to reprefent the cha- 
racters of virtuous men in their poems, but 
who having themfelves no idea or knowledge 
of virtue, never fet it in a juft light: or, 
which is yet more pernicious, give an advan- 
tageous turn to vice conceal’d under the larve 
of falfe heroifm ? 


In the palace of Memphis were two pecu- 
Kar galleries, which not only ferv'd as ue 
| or 
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for {culptorsand painters, but for the learned 
were the richeft monument they could defire 
for the hiftary of thefe two arts. At the en- 
trance into one of thefe galleries were on the 
right and on the left columns of wood or 
ftone, roughly hewn, about the height and 
thicknefs of a man.. The narne of the god, 
or hero, which was defign’d to be reprefented, 
Was written upon fome of them; and that 
was all the fculpture of the firft times. Ad- 
vancing farther, human form began to unfold 
ifelf more and more: but the two legs wera 
as yet join’d together, and the°two arms 
glued to the body at their full length. By 
degrees the members were loofen’d from the 
trurik, and plac’d in the poftures of action, 
From thence they came to elegant attitudes, 
and foon to miracles of art. For as foon 
as man has found out the good. in any art 
whatfoever, he rifes with a prodigious rapi~ 


dity.to the excellent. The Grecian fculpture 


pafsd thro’ the fame degrees; and Plutarch 
relates, that the Spartiates call'd. all thofe 
figures they had of the Diofcuri, or the two 
brothers Caftor and Pollux, Docanes. They 
were two beams * plac’d upright, and join’d 
together at top by a crofs piece of timber. 
Dedalus was the firft who brought out of 
Egypt into Greece the artof putting the arms 
of ,ftatues in an acting, and the legs in a 


* Devos in Greek fignifies a beam. 
walk- 
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walking pofture. The Greeks were fo fur- 
priz'd at this new attitude, that they chain’d 
down their ftatues made in this manner, for 
fear they fhould run away; and Plato ob- 
ferves, that ftatues which were faften’d to 
pedeftals yielded a greater price than others; 
as flaves who were not addicted to elopement. 
There is even fomething more in it: for tho’, 
on the teftimony of the Greeks, who had 
feen the ftatues of Dedalus, they were, with 
refpect to the fculpture, not brought to that 
itch of perfection, to which Phidias and 
raxiteles brought theirs; he had given them, 
by means of fome inward {prings, a real mo- 
tion. Ariftotle himfelf, quoting Philip the 
comick writer, affures us, that Daedalus had 
-carv’da ftatue of Venus in wood, which mov’d 
by means of quickfilver he had pour'd into . 
the infide of it. Be it as ic will with regard 
to the truth or circumftances of this fact; 
thefe allegations will fuffice to make us take 
the defcription Homer gives us of the move- 
ing figures in Achilles’s buckler in a literal 
fenfe, notwithftanding thofe interpreters who 
will reduce the defcription of it to that of a 
common picture or baflo-relievo, the figures 
of which are reprefented as moving, tho’ 
they are in reality motioulefs. And it is 
eafy to difcover, that Homer, in his defcrip-. 
tion of this buckler, had in view this art of 
Dædalus, more famous in his days than in 
ours, But nothing is of greater honour ke 
e 
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the Egyptian fculpture, than that piece. of 
hiftory with which the firft book of Diodorus 
Siculus concludes. ‘The moft famous {culp- 
tors of Greece, fays this author, were train'd 
up in the fchools of Egypt. Such are Telecles 
and Theodorus, the fons of Roecus, who 
made the ftatue of Apollo Pythius, now at 
Samos; in fuch manner that Telecles having 
made one half of it at Samos, while his 
brother Theodorus made the other half at 
Ephefus, the two pieces fitted fo exactly, 
that the whole figure feem’d to be by one 
hand. This peculiar art, which is but little 
known, continues he, to the Grecian {culp- 
tors, is very much cultivated by the Egyp- 
tians: for thefe don’t judge of a figure, as 
the Greeks, barely by the eye; but meafuring 
_ all the parts one by the other, they carve 
the {tones which are to form a ftarue fepa- 
rately, and with the utmoft accuracy. For 
this end they divided a human body into 
21 parts and + So when the workmen had 
once agreed among themfelves upon the height 
of the figure, every one made that part 
which fell to his fhare, and they join’d in 
fuch manner as was aftonifhing to thofe who 
were not acquainted with this art. But 
the two pieces of Apollo of Samos join 
according to the height of the body; and 
tho’ the arms are ftretch’d out, as in action, 
and the legs are in the pofture of a man 
walking, it is every where correfpondent, 
Due 3 and 
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and the whole figure is in the moft exact 
equilibrity. In fhort, this piece of workman- 
fhip, which is finifh’d according to the Egyp- 
tian method, ts very little inferior to the moft 
accomplifh’d pieces of Egypt itielf. 


. Tue other gallery was appropriated to 
painting. The firft that appear’d in view 
were boards whited over, upon which the 
objects, generally defcrib'd in black, were 
fo ill drawn, that the painter thought him- 
felf oblig’d to write on the fide of each, 
This is a man; This isa horfe; This is a 
tree. Advancing . farther, were draughts 
which feem’d to have been mark’d out 
round the fhadow of an object fet in the 
fun. In the following pictures the per: 
fection of: draught and variety of colours 
snacreasd vifibly: The Egyptians, as the 
Greeks, had for a long time only four: and 
we know that Zeuxis, Polygnotus, and Ti- 
manthes made ufe of no more. Echion, Ni- 
comachus, Protogenes, and finally Apelles, 
were thofe, who, with their different com- 
pound colours, found out all the fhadowings 
of nature. There are yet to be feen, in a 
grotto not far from Thebes, paintings which 
are remaining from the times of the antient 
kings of that dynafty, the colours of which 
are as lively as if but juft laidon*. But the 


* Paul Luc. t.6. p. 69. 
more 
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more modern Egyptians did not fall into the 
fault with which Denis of Halicarnaflus re- 
_ proaches the modern Greck painters ; that 
they endeavour’d to cover the neglect of de- 
fign by the variety and livelinefs of their co- 
lours. The Egyptians compar’d thofe who 
preferr’d colours to defign in painting, to 
thofe who in eloquence and poetry preferr'd 
bright thoughtsto thofe which are juft. Cicero; 
the mafter and pattern of latin eloquence, ap- 
plying his refleétion to oratory, fays, That 
we foon grow weary of thofe pictures which 
at firft fight attraét us by force of colours; 
whereas we are conftant in our admiration of 
thofe that excel in the beauty ofdefign, which 
is the true character of antiquity *: 


To conclude ; the snufick-gallery, where, 
on certain days, were held concerts of voices 
and inftruments, was likewife a treafure for 
the antiquities of this art. Here ‘twas found 
that the fhalm, the fhepherd’s flute, and other 
wind inftruments, .were the firft invented ; 
and here was even fhewn the flute of feveral 
pipes of unequal lengths, that was in ufe 
before Ofiris invented the fingle flute, which 
exprefs'd all the tones of the former. This 
hero had thofe hymns which he fung in ho- 
nour to the gods accompany’d by it ; and the 


© See, ort the two foregoing articlés, Junius dé 
piturà veterum. | 
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verfes, according to Plutarch, contain’d thofe 
recepts which he gave to the people, whom 
he had got together, and was defirous to civi- 
lize. The fame Ofiris in time invented the 
trumpet and kettle-drums, to animate the fol- 
diers he made ufe of in his conquefts. Mercury 
afterwards invented the harp ; which leavesthe 
mufician the liberty of adding his voice and 
words to the found of his inftrument. In fome 
. ancient monuments this god is defcrib’d with 
a harp of feven ftrings ; the two extremes of 
which, as they pretended, being ftruck together, 
-from’d the diapazon or octave, even before the 
laft {tring but one, which renders it compleat, 
was. introduc’d into the diatonick fyftem *. 
Next to. the harps, they fhew'd in this gal- 
lery at Memphis, the firft tables, or the firft 
bodies of inftruments, that are of fo much 
fervice to ftrengthen the founds, which are 
too weak in a fingle circumference of folid 
wood, as that which fupports the ftrings of 
the harp. They came at laft to the inftru- 
ments with necks, or which were touch’d at 
a diftance; in which the fingers forming the 
founds, find, upon a leffer number of ftrings, 
a greater number of tetra-chords, and even 
of octaves, can pafs indifferently thro’ all the 
moods, and have full {cope to perform what- 
ever the imagination of the boldeft compofer 


.* See that excellent treatife of the mufick of the an- 
tients, afcrib'd to M. l’Abbe de Chateauneuf. 
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can produce. Diodorus was but ill inform’d 
of the fact, when he faid, the Egyptians did 
not cultivate mufick. On the contrary, it 
was of them Pythagoras got fuch a tafte of 
it, as to admit of harmony in the skies, and 
apply the proportions of it to the general 
conftitution of the univerfe. The Egyptians 
encourag’d their young men and maidens to 
learn and perform every fpecies of mufick, 
to render them more polite and more agree- 
able: And, in imitation ofthem it was, that 
the Greeks plac’d mufick in the number of 
thofe things neceflary to the education of © 
youth. 


WE fee by this faint fketch, that however 
valuable private education may be, it never 
can have the advantages of this publick edu- 
cation of the Egyptians: But what feems to be 
the moft valuable in it, is, that youth is not 
abandon’d, as in our modern educations, as 
foon as they come out of their infancy; that 
- is, at a time when their judgments being- 
better form’d, are fufceptible of knowledge, 
either more abftrufe in itfelf, or of more fer- 
vice to the publick, and when they have moft 
need of help to va? a the firft flights of 
youth : So we fee that this Stage, which is 
the moft propitious. to the female fex, be- 
caufe they are more carefully guarded than in 
any other, is the moft extravagant in the male, 
who are abandon’d to their own pañlions, 

Aid de H 2 | 
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not eafily govern’d, if they be not endow’d 
with excellent natural talents. Levity of 
mind, an averfion to duty, and a negle& of 
time, now fo fafhionable among the Greek 
and Roman youths, would have been a ble- 
mifh upon their honour in Egypt, even in 
the eyes of the ladies, who had any concern 
for them; and, as the only mark of a court 
truly polite, there were no advances to their 
favour but by merit and wifdom. But above 
all I muft not forget to obferve, that the exer- 
cifes, and even the labours of the Egyptian 
youth fecured them from that fatal wearinefs 
of mind, that general diftafte which accom- 
panies ours even in the very height of their 
debauchery. | 


THERE were, indeed, at that time, fome 
young men more follicitous for prefent plea- 
fure than future merit, who thought thefe 
ftudies and converfations a burden: And 
ladies, who qualify’d only to difcourfe of 
their conftitutions, tafte and drefs, were un- 
ok that they could not carry thefe their 
only objects of entertainment into the palace, 
and make them general. And by fuch Da- 
luca was foon feconded in her refolution of 
bringing into evil repute thefe learned fchools, 
the fountains of that merit fhe had moft to 
fear, and to break off thofe inftructive confe- 
rences of all kinds, in which the rules of 2 
moft refin'd moral were frequently the fub- 
de 4 le Ce ject. 
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je&. The method fhe pitch’d on, as moft 
expedient for her defign, was, to give the 
privilege of keeping afflemblies, and the fole 
empire of converfation, to fuch ladies of the 
court as fhe had obferv’d the moft vain, and 
who had the faculty of talking loud and long 
upon nothing, when they found it was coun- 
tenanc'd. The queen, under pretext of be- 
ing extreamly taken up with the affairs of 
ftate, appear'd very feldom in thefe affemblies 
herfelf, and prevented the king from going 
to them, by amufing him as much as poffible 
with other private diverfions: But having 
before confer’d the chief offices at court upon 
ladies of the character I have juft defcrib’d, fhe 
deputed them to perform the honours of the 
palace in her room, and to prefide in her 
name at the converfation of thofe circles 
which were form’d in her abfence. Thefe 
ladies, like the queen, had all pafs'd their 
meridian, and having made noprovifion to fup- 
ply the lofs of exterior beauties, by the more: 
valuable qualities of the mind, were but juft 
before bewailing their abandon’d ftate : But 
being now rais’d by an excefs of favours, 
which the queen feem’d to heap upon them, 
were extreamly fubfervient to her defign, 
without fo much as knowing it. They were 
always ready to interrupt any difcourfe that 
might but favour of learning or inzcnuity; 
but they were not often put to the t.ouble: 

; H 3 for 
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for their own perpetual talk was fo vain, and 

fo little approv’d, that no man of fenfe could 
find room, or thought it worth while, to put 

in a word. It was obferv’d, that they were 

continually whifpering to one another in thefe 

affemblies, and ridiculing certain perfons, 

who in the preceding adminiftration had been 

greatly refpected, tho’ in the prefent they 

were not thought neceflary. By thefe odious 

freedoms they drew upon themfelves a con- 

tempt, which waited only for an opportunity 

of difplaying itfelf, and which already very 

fenfibly leffen’d the regard otherwife had to 

them and the whole fex. In the mean time, 

all perfons of good fenfe and merit by degrees 

abfented from thefe affemblies, where they 

perceiv'd their company was a burden: And 

thus she court, which was wont to be the 
center of good tafte in all manner of fubjects, 

and the model of purity for the Egyptian 

tongue, was become the abode of ignorance, 

or of indifferency to every thing that was the 

object of good fenfe and reafon. The language 

itfelf being corrupted with improper terms, 

and a neglected pronunciation, became a 

jargon of the fancy ; which being without 
rule, was ty'd down to none. The writings 

of thofe who formerly frequented the court 

were known by a juft and natural elegancy, 
in a great meafure owing to their intercourfe 

with. ladies of the moft polite parts, in whom 

It 
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it eminently abounded: But the modern wits, 
who fucceeded them, forgetting that language 
muft always have the fanction of the publick, 
introduc’d, of their own private authority, 
an infinite number of fantaftick terms and 
expreffions, which fo far from being adapted 
by cuftom, were carefully avoided by all 
correct authors, 


On the other hand, the young nobility, 
feeing that probity and good breeding was as 
lictle required in the men, as prudence and 
behaviour in the women, and that every 
thing depended on favour, abandon’d all 
thofe exercifes of mind and body which they 
had till then purfued, that they might de- 
vote themfelves to thefe new creatures of 
the queen. The grand art was to perfuade 
them, by force of flattery, to believe they 
were poflefs d of thofe charms which they 
themfelves had given over for loft ; and they 
began to hope, that Daluca having brought 
their age into fafhion, youth would be no 
more regarded. The beauties of the court 
of Memphis had always had their admirers ; 
accomplifh’d merit on both fides was generally 
the origin of the paffions they excited. A 
defire only of gaining the efteem of a charm- 
ing perfon, produc’d fuch endeavours after 
virtue and valour, as was admir'd by the pub- 
lick, without knowing their firft caufe : 
| H 4 But 
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But as for the modern intrigues *, they were 
owing to a mutual conformity of bad tafte 
and bad choice ; their beginning was de- 
bauchery, and a communication of vices be- 
tween the pretended lovers were the fruits of 
them. It was an obfervation in former times, 
that thofe who had been fingled out, and 
train’d up by certain ladies of the court, be- 
came the moft accomplifh’d men: But for 
thefe, the beauties of the mind, or a total 
want of them, were qualities they had no 
difcernment of, and were equally indifferent 
to; and they entertain’d no hopes of making 
any advantage by perfons of a too diftinguifh’d 
probity. In times paft, the moft difcern- 
ing had no other way of difcovering a paf- 
fion between two perfons, but by a greater 
circumf{pection in the one, and a more irre- 
proachable behaviour in the other. But now 
the new favourite of each of thefe ladies was 
immediately known to every one ; and they 
were fooner put out of countenance, when 
complimented upon that account, than their” 
miftrefles themfelves, | 

THE queen, who at a diftance faw this 
progrefs, began already to gather the fruits of 


* The author feems here to have in view the licen. 
tiou'nels of the court of the emprefs Fauftina, the wife 
of Marcus Aurelius. See the hiftory of the Roman em- 
prefies, by M. de Servies. NOTE 
de her 
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her endeavours, by the contempt, hatred 
and jealoufy which was fomented among the 
courtiers. Both men and women, as fhe had 
forefeen, were totally loft to all good man- 
ners, by a diffipation and levity of mind. 
There was not one among them who had : 
not taken a fteady refolution to facrifice 
virtue, honour and duty to the leaft {mile of 
fortune ; and nothing lefs than adverfity, or 
the moft terrible events, were capable of 
awaking them from this infatuation: Even 
the minifters of ftate, who till then had every 
moment of their time fo taken up, either in 
their different employs, or in recreating them- 
felves in their families, that they never ftir’d 
out of their clofets, but to council, or to 
give audience to the publick, thought them- 
felves now under an obligation of making 
their court to thefe ladies in authority ; and 
all the affiduity they formerly employ’d in 
the affairs of ftate, was now neceffary to keep 
_ them in their places: To continue in their 
favour, it was not enough to comply with 
their fantaftick humours, to adminifter to 
their ruinous pleafures, to provide immenfe 
entertainments for them; they infifted, that 
all their recommendations fhould take place, 
tho’ they were ever in favour of fome unjuft 
caufe, or unworthy object ; and that their 
counfels, tho’ moft pernicious to their prince, 
fhould be approv’d, in confideration of a fmall 
gain to them. Thus, tho’ the deceas’d = 
| | ad 
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had left all things in fo excellent an order, 
that they might have fubfifted, and even held 
out againft mal-adminiftration for a long 
time, 2 the {tate was rufhing on very faft 
towards its ruin. Peace, which, efpecially 
in dominions of fo {mall extent as thofe of 
Egypt, is not to be preferv’d but by fecret 
{prings of the cabinet, and by a regard fhewn, 
at leaft in appearance, to neighbouring prin- 
ces, foon was fhaken by a neglect of culti- 
vating their friendfhip, by the little fatisfac- 
tion given to their ambafladors, and by the 
infringement of feveral laws, which concern’d 
the tranquillity of all Egypt, and its fecurity 
againft enemies from abroad. And thus Da- 
luca, witha view only of prejudicing Sethos, 
expos'd the welfare of the kingdom and her 
own fafety to all the ill confequences of fa 
pernicious a conduct. 


BuT while this unworthy queen was thus 
fomenting diforders, the wife Amedes was 
affiduous in the education of the young prince, 
whofe fate had deftin’d him to be firft the 
victim, and afterwards the repairer of them. 
He did not, in exprefs terms, difcover ta 
him the difgrace he perceiv’d he was already 
fall’n into; a condition not eafy to be con- 
ceiv'd by a child of eight or nine years of age, 
efpecially when difguis’d under thofe profef- 
fions of kindnefs and flattering carefles which 
Daluca hitherto continued to fhew to Sethos, 

| | But 
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But the chief aim of Amedes was to infpire 
him with the principles of every virtue, which 
he might ftand in need of to fupport him in 
the moft adverfe fortune. He put him in 
mind of his illuftrious birth, to make him 
fenfible not of the refpect due to him from 
others, but of what he owed to himfelf. He 
gave him lively ideas, not of a prince fur- 
rounded by his obfequious fubjects and flavifh 
courtiers, but of a prince dethron’d by ufur- 
pers, and refiding among foreigners, where 
would have no other grandeur but that of 
his.own mind, and his perfonal courage. The 
queftions he propos’ d to him, either to difco- 
ver his fentiments, or toexercife his talents, 
were generally upon perilous and intricate 
circumftances, which a prince could not extri- 
cate himfelf from without the greateft cou- 
rage, nor fuftain without the higheft pitch of 
probity. He did not, however, at any time, 
wholly bereave him of the hopes of peaceably 
enjoying the kingdom to which he was the 
lawful heir: but he inftructed him, that the 
principles of thofe morals fitting to be prac- : 
tis d in danger or adverfity, or rather, that ~ 
danger and adverfity themfelves naturally lead 
a prince to a regular and advantageous enjoy- 
ment of peace and happinefs. With regard 
to the religion of his anceftors, Amedes in- 
{tructed him therein, ina concife, plain and 
confiftent manner with regard to bas, se 
ai 
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laid great ftrefs upon the examples and moral 
precepts he drew from them. 


IT is common to give princes only general 
ideas of the fciences ; and, indeed, it is fuf- 
ficient, if they be but acquainted with as 
much as will make them friends and pro- 
tectors of them. But Amedes was defirous, 
that whatever might be his fate, his pupil 
fhould attain to all the merit of a private per- 
fon. He alfo concluded, that Sethos being 
yet too young to comprehend the great 
maxims of government, | sew and war, 
could not better employ the firft years of his 
tuition, than by initiating him early into all 
the Egyptian fciences. Youth has this pecu- 
liar advantage, that men never arrive to per- 
fe€tion in any arts or fciences, if they don’t 
overcome the main difficulties of them while 
they are young: And togivea difadvantageous 
inftance as to my own part alone, I muft 
confefs I have, in different ftages of my life, 
endeavour’d to acquire thofe {ciences which 
are efteem’d among the Greeks, but have 
never been able to attain to more than read- 
ing and writing in fuch a manner as I am 
fatisfy’d with, they being the only arts that 
became eafy to me in the days of my youth. 
However, as human knowledge is of fo vaft 
an extent, that not youth alone, but life 
ittelf is hardly fufficient to attain jt; this 

| great 
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great mafter inform’d his pupil, that he 
fhould make him acquainted only with the 
firft rudiments of the fciences ; and that thofe 
who reft fatisfy’d with that part they have 
gone thro’ in this firft ftage of life, ought 
modeftly to confefs their ignorance. 


AMEDESs perceiv'd that this young prince 
gave every day new figns of an admirable 
genius. He had form’d no decifive judgment 
upon that agreeablenefs, that vivacity and 
wit which he frequently obferv’d in him 
during his mother’s life, whenhe was fur- 
rounded with the flattering {miles of fortune : 
fuch indications are not always to be de- 
pended upon, becaufe thofe repartees which 
we think fo witty in children, are often 
buc an effect of the liberty allow’d them, and 
generally beftow’d upon trivial occafions ; 
and confequently no conclufion can be drawn 
from thence applicable to that period of time 
in which they are to employ their thoughts 
upon folid and ferious fubjeéts. But in natu- 
ral philofophy, our mafter could hardly keep 
er with the docility of his fcholar ; and'in 

iftory he had muchado to fatisfy hisunbound- 
ed curiofity : So for his own eafe, and the more 
readily to accuftom young Sethos to be his 
own inftructor, he exercisd him in the for- 
mer, by putting him upon experiments and 
the folution of difficulties ; and in the latter, 
by making him read the moft celebrated 
a authors 
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authors from the beginning to the end ; and 
afterwards obliging him to give coherent 
abridgments of every hiftory. He made him 
acquainted in the firft, with the progrefs of 
human underftanding, and the advancement 
of the fciences from one century to another ; 
and in the fecond, with the great men and 


the beft writers of all the ages pañt. 


He likewife carry’d him every day, at 
certain hours, into the fchools we have men- 
tion’d above, which were not now fo crowded 
as in former times; but then they were fure 
of meeting there the flower of the youth of 
Memphis, and all thofe who had not been yet 
‘corrupted by the prefent tafte of the court. 
Our own application muft render us matters of 
the fciences; but the knowledge of applying 
them rightly is only to be acquir’d by conver- 
fing with men of underftanding and merit. 
Befides, Amedes, without affecting at an im- 
proper time to oppofe the queen’s meafures, 
was defirous of making Sethos known to the 
youth of the kingdom, who were growing 
up with him. The hiftory of the infancy 
of Sefoftris was yet recent in his memory. 
This prince was no fooner born, than his 
father Amenophis caus’d all the infants of his 
kingdom, who were born on the fame day 
with his fon, to be brought before him; he 
provided them with nurfes, appointed tutors 
for them, and gave them all the fame educa- 

tion ; 
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tion; being perfuaded, that children who 
had been brought up in a familiarity with 
their prince from their moft tender years, 
would the more firmly adhere to him in the 
courfe of his life, and would ferve him beft 
in his wars. Amedes was moreover defirous 
that Sethos fhould converfe in the publick 
affemblies with thofe foreigners, whom the 
fame of Egypt drew thither from all the 
parts of the world, where knowledge and 
good manners were cultivated. Men of at- 
tention gather new knowledge in the conver- 
fation even of fuch as have lefs than them- 
felves ; and the Egyptians, at the fame time 
they communicated their inftructions to 
others, became more learned themfelves. Be 
fides, as the greater number of thofe who came 
into Egypt, were led thither, either to obtain 
the initiation, or to perfect themfelves in the 
fciences, and fometimes for both, they were 
generally the greateft men of every nation. 
Thefe ftrangers, it is natural to conceive, 
apply’d themfelves with a great deal of care 
to the learning of the Egyptian tongue: And 
the moft curious among the Egyptians ftudied 
thofe of other nations. The priefts divided 
all the languages of the known world among 
themfelves, that they might be able to give 
fatisfaction to all thofe who apply’d to them 
for advice from every quarter. To this end 
they fent the moft expert among them, dif- 
guifed like merchants, into the moft diftant 

| ftates. 
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ftates. The laity, who were deftined to the 
war, or to trade, generally confin’d themfelves 
to the Phenician, the Greek, and the Punick 
tongues. The firft gave them accefs at the 
chief courts of Afia, the fecond to thofe of 
Europe, and the third in Africa: But the 
Egyptian tongue was in fome degree the com- 
mon fource of thefe three; for the Pheni- 
cians, Greeks and Carthaginians were Egyp- 
tian colonies. A knowledge of the Egyptian 
_tohgue was therefore in a great meafure a 
key to the others. Amedes, however, let 
Sethos learn the firft rudiments of the latter, 
but he left him to acquire a perfection in 
them by practice, and the frequent conver- 
fation he procur’d him with fuch ftrangers, 
as appear'd to him the moft knowing. 


Tu £ education of Sethos was not confin'd 
to the improvement of his mind ; Amedes 
put him alfo upon exercifes of the body : He 
even took advantage of the neglect which he 
faw this young prince fuffer’d from a father, 
who was govern’d by a fecond wife, to make 
him fubmit to thofe, which he render’d 
more laborious or more perilous in proportion 
as he advanc'd in years. This is a fort of 
trial which the beft of parents are but too 
backward in putting their children to ; and 
to which Amedes himfelf had, perhaps, not 
expos’ d an undoubted heir to the crown: But 
he look’d upon his pupil as one, who, like 

| a private 
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a private perfon, was to make his own 
fortune. 


Her made him walk on foot to all the 
places near Memphis, with a double view; 
firft to inure him to hardfhip, and then to 
make him take notice of every thing that 
was remarkable in his own country, which 
is often more neglected than foreign curiofi- 
ties: Above all, he carry’d him more than 
once to the Pyramids. In his time there were 
a hundred, but of very different fizes, all to- 
gether in one place, at about four miles dif- 
tant from Memphis, towards Libya. In all 
Egypt there were none but at this place, and 
about Thebes: the kings of which two 
Cities, in imitation of one another, had been 
curious in giving this form to their tombs, 
or of leaving thefe monuments of their own 
grandeur and power. Amedes was willing 
to exhauft this oe that his pupil might 
draw advantages from it of feveral kinds. 
Sethos had often heard talk of thefe enormous 
piles ; and Amedes expected they would at 
firft fight make the fame impreffion upon this 
young prince, as they do upon travellers who 
come to fee this wonder of the world, from 
the remoteft parts of it: that is, they always 
find them lefs than they expected. Amedes 
did not neglect this opportunity of making 
Sethos obferve, that the eye of man is never 
abfolutely contented with the bignefs af 

Von. I I things 
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things artificial, unlefs they be carry’d to a 
diftance as far as the fight can reach : but it ts 
not fo with refpect to things which are deter- 
min’d by nature ; as animals or trees, which 
we don’t love to fee reprefented beyond their 
ufual proportion: Hence it is, faid he, that this 
buft of afphinx or woman fix’d on the ground 
among the pyramids, which is forty feet high, 
feems of a monftrous bulk to you ; whereas the 
great pyramid which takes up more than a fur- 
Tong every way, appears too little in your eye. 
Another reafon for this is, becaufe its height 
not being quite equal to the length of one fide 
of itsbafis, it muft of courfe look fquat and low. 
So, added he, with regard to buildings, we 
can never juftify ourfelves, if the proportion 
‘of their dimenfions be not graceful, and ac- 
cording to the rules of art. Notwithftanding 
all which, continued he, obferve the pyra- 
mids more nearly, they are not lefs wonder- 
ful, and you'll foon fee juft caufe to admire 
them. Make a trial yourfelf, in the firft place, 
by the fureft methods you have been taught 
in ‘the academies of Memphis, bg take the 
four cardinal points; fee how exactly the 
four fides anfwer with the winds*. And be- 
fides, as large as the moft beautiful temples 
«Of Memphis may feem to you, there is not 
one of them whofe dimenfions come near 


| * See the Singita of M. de Chatelles, by M. de Fon. 
_tenelle, in his memoirs . of the academy of fciences. 
-Ran. 1710. 
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to thofe of the great pyramid ; tho’ the form 
of our temples has fomething more agreeable 
and engaging. 


* In reality, the bafis of the frft and 
Jargeft pyramid, the furface of which is to 
this day entire, is in every fquare 704 feet ; 


and + its perpendicular height 630. ‘Fhe 
whole pyramid is compos'd of courfes or lays 


of bricks, which grow narrower in propor- 
tion as they iat to the top, where there is 
a platform of twelve feet {quare. The borders 
of thefe courfes, which gradually decreafe to- 


wards the top, ferve as fteps to afcend to it. 


Of all thofe who uled to aceompany Sethids 


and Amedes: to fee the pyramids, only fome 
few of the moft venturefome attempted to go 


up to this platform ; but none durft come 


down again otherwife than backwards, as 


“well ro have the afii{tance of their hands, as for 


fear the height and vaft extent of the profpeét 
might make them giddy. Sethos, who be- 


fore had gone thro’ many hazardous exercifes, 


could mot comprehend why Amedes fhould 
not ædutge him in chis, of which he was in 
€ This whole defcription is teken from. de. Bruyen's 


travels in folio, and the notes added to them in the quarto 
edition. 


"+ That is five feet or a pace mbve than rhe olympick 
fuvlong determin’d by Hercules, who ran 125 paces, or 


625 feet in one breath. This is the common computa- 


tion, faving vhs interpretations of the learned ; for this 
diftence feomsno fuck greatimatrer for Hercules, 


{ : 
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no wife fearful. Amedes at laft told him, 
that the concern he had for his life and ho- 
nour, wou’d not fuffer him to expofe him to 
this trial, till he was able to defcend the py- 
ramid with his face toward the plain. It is 
not becoming, continu’d he, a prince, as you 
are, to fhew the leaft fign of fear upon any 
account whatfoever. Amedes had hardly 
done fpeaking, when the aa running to 
the pyramid, and placing his hands upon the 
lowermoft ftep, which is four feet high, 
he afcended from one to another with won- 
derful agility and eafe, till he came to thofe 
of but one foot high, which he walk’d up 
like common ftairs, and was foon at top of 
the platform. As foon as he had recover’d 
breath, he turn’d toward the fpectators, who 
were in great numbers at the foot of the py- 
ramid, and came down with as little con- 
cern as if it had been a cover’d ftair-cafe of 
equal and ealy fteps. His example render’d 
the enterprize more common; and feven or 
eight young lords, who from that time de- 
voted themfelves more particularly to his fer- 
vice, always attended him, as much as pof- 
fible, as well in his exercifes as his expedi- 
tions. It had likewife been an error eftablifh’d 
either by the timoroufnefs which was apt 
to feize people at top of the + fa or by 
‘ an idea conceiv'd from the vaft extent of the 
bafis, chat it was impoffible to fhoot an arrow 
from the top to fall beyond the lowermoft 
ni p> ftep 
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ftep at bottom. This error prevails yet among 
us; and all travellers, who are too apt to 
enlarge upon things, mention the impoffibi- 
lity of it. The prince, even before he made 
the trial, was fenfible of this error: Being 
well affur’d of the length of the four equal 
fides of the bafis, he boldly engag’d to fhont 
an arrow from the middle of the platform, 
which fhould fall not only beyond one of the 
faces, but even heyond one of the angles of 
the pyramid, being directed in a diagonal 
line ; which, according to the exact calcula- 
tion he had made of it, could not be 500 
feet, and hardly above half the diftance an 
arrow will fly when difcharg’d by an able 


archer. 


. WE have hitherto only fpoken of the fur- 
face of the pyramid ; but Sethos was conti- 
nually urging Amedes to let him fee the in- 
fide of it. If the king who ereéted it had 
been interr’d in it, the prophane, fuch as 
Sethos yet was, would not ioe been permited 
to enter : but it being an empty tomb, every 
one who had the patience and refolution, 
was allow’d to go in. As there were feveral 
deep and dark paflages, Amedes was per- 
fuaded, that this trial would be an excellent 
remedy againft thofe panick fears, which are 
apt to feize many people in the dark, and 
againft the apprehenfion of bugbears, with 
which common reports then fill’d all unin- 
I 3 habited 
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habited places, as it does now: Butthis view 
was nothing to a far greater defign which he 
had conceiv’d upon this occafion, and which 
was to be the crown of Sethos’s education. 


AMEDES, therefore, returning one even- 
ing with him alone, and directing his dif- 
courfe to him, faid, My prince, to view the 
infide of the pyramid in fuch a manner as 
will be neceflary for you, is an enterprize 
very different from what you, think it to 
be: The fecret paflages of it lead thofe men, 
who are fayour’d by the gods, to a point I 
dare not fo much as name ; for which the 
gods muft create a defire in you. The en- 
trance into the pyramid is open to. every 
body ; but I pity thofe, who coming out 
by the fame way they went in, have only 
{atisty’d a very imperfcét curiofity, and feen 
np more than what they are allow’d to re- 
late, A difcourfe fo uncommon as this was 
to the young prince, fill’d him with an im- 
patience, which made him refolve inftantly 
to unriddie this myftery, by deceiving even 
his governor's vigilance, if he refus’d. to ac. 
company him. Amedes, who read this re- 
folution in his looks, did not give him time 
to anfwer, but continu’d; Sir, I will conduct 
you myfelf to this enterprize, which it is 
almoft impoffible to begin alone, tho’ it muft 
be finifh'd alone: But I muft not expofe 
you to the dangers that attend it, till oppor- 
_ : tunities, 
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tunities, which may offer hereafter, have given 
me fufticient proofs of your valour, and efpe- 
cially of your prudence. I have reafon to be 
fatisfy’d with the marks you have already 
given me of both. The age you are now 
approaching to, will demand greater of you, 
and will foon furnifh you with means of fhew- 
ingthem. Don’t give way then to your impa- 
tience, but place your confidence in me ; 
and begin, by keeping, asa fecret, that little 
I have now reveal'd to you, to accuftom your 
felf to greater. The young prince, who could 
not yet fix an idea tothe fenfe of thefe words, 
told Amedes, that, without diving farther 
into the myftery in queftion, the firft mark 
he would give of the prudence his tutor wifh’d 
to fee in him, fhould be to confide entirely 
in his conduct. 
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SDHE war with which the king of 
# Memphis was threaten’d, parti- 
$59 cularly on the part of Thebes, 
6: fill’d Sethos with a fecret joy ; for 
” he concluded, that war only would 
furnifh him with means of making thofeexpe- 
riments which Amedes expected from him. 
This wife governor, who perceiv'd it, told 
him one day, that tho’ in the enterprize he 
| had 
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had mention’d to him, on occafion of the 
pyramid, there were no blows nor combating 
with armed enemies requir'd ; he could not 
enough commend the good there was in the 
confus’d fentiment which had inclin’d him 
to war ; but, added he, I fhould ill perform 
the function I have the honour of exercifing 
in the fervice of a prince born to the throne, 
if I did not inform him, that a king, who 
loves his fubjects, always looks upon war as a 
misfortune : and, in order to prevent it, ufes 
all efforts that do not derogate either from 
his eftablifh’d rights, or his due honour. 
From this maxim, deeply engraven in the 
heart of a king, refults a principle of true 
bravery, the more ardent in the defence of 
his own property, as it is lefs inclin’d to in- 
vade that of others. Moft princes, who 
upon every occafion are taking up arms, 
{pend their, days in a continual alternative of 
good or bad fuccefs, which makes their ene- 
mies fear them but little, and value them 
lefs ; Whereas on the contrary, a prince who 
is ftedfaft in his juft pretenfions, and gives 
no fubjet of complaint to his neighbours, is 
refpected : Remember therefore, my lord, 
never to make war from a fancy or inclina- 
tion to it ; but when you are compell’d to 
it, do it in fuch a manner as may take away 
that pleafure and inclination in your enemy. 
Sethos anfwer’d, that he was fenfible of the 
importance of this advice to a prince actually 

upon 
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upon the throne; but, continu’d he, the 
war I am inclin’d to, is a war in which I 
have no part, and in which all I have to do 
is, to fight for the king my father, without 
enquiring, as I take it [ have no right to 
do, into the merits of the caufe. You fay 
true, my lord, reply’d Amedes ; and a young 
prince ought even to fet a great value up- 
on every lawful occafion offer’d by which 
he can give proof of his-valour ; that when- 
ever he comes to have the care of the tran- 
quillity and happinefs gf a whole nation, he 
may avoid a: war without being apprehenfive 
of any reflections on that account to the 
prejudice of his perfon. However, that your 
wifhes may not be continued for a war, in 
all appearance fo fatal, as that which is kin- 
dled againft the kingdom, I have laid hold of 
an opportunity which the gods feem to have 
thrown into my way, to exercife both your 
prudence and valour at the fame time, an 
to advantage. | 2 | 


THE frontier-towns of the kingdom of Mem- 
phis on the fide of Libya, as Plinthinus, Tapo- 
firis, Scyatis, Oafis the leffer, and feveral others, 
have acquainted me, by a private deputa- 
tion, chat they have been forely afflicted by 
a hideous ferpent in their neighbourhood ; 
which, as they believe, has his retreat in a 
den of mount Afpis, and ravages all the 
plain, cail'd the little Catabathmus ; where 


they 
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they are oblig’d to feek their fuftenance. 
They at firft thought of defiring the affiftance 
of the king’s huntfmen ; but then they 
imagin’d, that the queen, being taken up with 
affairs which. fhe would think of greater im- 
portance, would be little concern’d at a mif- 
fortune which could not penetrate to the 
royal manfions ; and efpecially as fhe had al- 
ready let the nomarchs or governors know, 
that fhe requir’d no other care of them, with 
regard to their provinces, than to levy the 
impofts, and to prevent revolts. Befides, 
added he, it is very well known, that the. 
court has no tafte for fatiguing and hazar- 
dous exercifes; and that of all thofe who now 
compofe it, nat one would be ready to un- 
dertake an expedition, where no other ad- 
yantage is to be hop'd but the welfare of the 
people. They therefore apply to me in the 
conclufion, as to the governor of a prince, in 
whofe virtuous inclination the hopes of the 
whole kingdom center, and whofe example 
animates the flower of the youth of Memphis 
to the moft noble exercifes of body and 
mind: Adding, That if this prince would, 
under my care, be their leader 1n the expedi- 
tion, they would receive him in every place 
he fhould pafs thro’ with all the marks of 
refpect a | gratitude due to his rank and 
worth. I immediately undertook for you, 
and for fome other young lords, your acade- 
mical companions,. who would be proud of 
: | G 
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‘he honour of accompanying you. But I 
old the deputy, that to avoid all appearance 
of affectation, we would appoint a hunting-. 
match ; that for the fame reafon we would 
make no ftop, either in going or returning, 
at any city of note ; and that they fhould, up- 
on no account, make any preparations to : 
receive you that could have the appearance 
. of ceremony: it was with the fame view, 
that I difpatch’d this deputy as privately as 
he came, without allowing him fo much as 


to wait on you. Sethos was pleas’d with all 


thefe precautions on his part, and thank’d 
him as well for his zeal as his care. Amedes 
Immediately interrupting him, faid, that 
fince he approv’d of all the meafures he had 
taken, he advifed him to depart early the 
next morning, to prevent any obftacle that 
might hinder their journey. That he fhould 
therefore employ the remainder of the day in 
felecting, with all the prudence of anable chief, 
tuch of the young noblemen his companions, 
as beft deferv’d to be confided in, becaufe 
they would find upon the fpot all the men 
they fhould want to make up a number: 
And finally, that he fhoutd recommend to 
them all to fpeak no otherwife of their ex- 
pedition, than of a cuftomary hunting of wild 
beats. | 


SeTHos having given notice to his eight 
companions, whom we have already men- 
| tion’ d, 
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tion’d, they all took horfe the next morning, 
attended only by fome flaves, and rode along 
the north fide of the lake Moeris. Amedes, 
for their greater encouragement, told them, 
during their journey, that great hunting- 
matches were by the antient heroes look’d up- 
on as an apprenticefhip to war ; not only on 
account of the long courfes they were oblig’d 
to run, the inconveniencies they were liable 
to, and, ina word, all the bodily fatigues this 
exercife demanded of them; but far more by 
reafon of the judgment, nice obfervation, 
and exact knowledge of the hills, valleys, and 
by-ways, which a hunter was oblig’d to ac- 
quire: But, added he, the hunting you are 
now going about is a real war: Its motive, in 
the firft place, is the only one which in ge- 
neral can render war lawful ; that is, the 
defence of the people. For whereas hunt- 
ing with moft great men is but a favage paf- 
fion, which puts them upon deftroyjng the 
innocent animals of the woods and fields, 
and often fpoiling the lands thro’ which they 
pafs ; you are going to deliver a whole 
people from a monfter that deftroys their 
harveft, and devours their fheep and fhep- 
herds : nay, you have the refolution to go in 
fearch of a dreadful ferpent, which, accor- 
ding to report, is of an enormous fize and 
length, cover’d all over with fcales, that 
are proof, as I am inform'd, de ne” al 
| arts. 
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darts. Shall we then confine ourfelves to 
fhut him up in his den, if we can difcover 
the entrance? But tho’ it fhould have no 
more than cne outlet, it will be eafy for him 
in time to force a way thro’. Shall we be con- 
tented to drive him out of the plain of Cata- 
bathmus, and beyond the mountains of Li- 
bya, by force of our numbers and cries ? But 
as foon as we are departed, he may return 
again : And befides, it would not be gene- 
rous to throw upon our neighbours, tho’ our 
enemies, 2 defolation from which we may 
have juft deliver’'d our own country. I dare 
propofe to you, my lords, a project more 
worthy of you. Let us endeavour to take 
this moniter alive, and carry him in triumph 
into the king’s park. ‘Thereby you will ac- 
cuftom yourfelves to an advantageous prac- 
tice in almoft all the incidents of life, which 
is to prefer {kill to force. The youth were 
all charm’d at this propofal of Amedes, and 
promis’d him faithfully to obey his orders in 
the execution of this defign. He anfwer'd 
them, That prince Sethos, who however 
fhould never be out of his fight, muft be 
their leader in. this expedition. - That by 
commanding them, he would learn to make 
an advantageous ufe, not only of the valour, 
but of the advice of his officers ; and that 
confequently, as in a well-difciplin’d arny, 
and à .war duly concerted, every one would 
“have 
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have a fhare in the glory of the fuccefs, in 
proportion not only to his valour, but to 
his knowledge. 


AFTER fix days march, our warriors 
having difcover’d the neareft point of mount 
Afpis, imagin’d that the monfter made his 
retreat thither to be the nearer to the inhabi- 
ted and fertile plains. They had already ob- 
ferv'd his tracks by means of flime he had 
left upon the corn and hedges, which he had 
laid even with the ground. But, as yet, they 
had not feen any perfon who could tell 
them where he was ; becaufe the very noife 
of his fcales, which was to be heard at a great 
diftance, made all the inhabitants of the phin 
fly before him ; after he had devour’d tome 
perfons, who, thinking themfelves out’ of his 
reach, ftopp’d to view him. They only re- 
mark’d, that he made a very fhort ftay in places 
at a little diftance from the mountain ; and 
that he return’d thither as foon as he had 
made prey of any cattle in the meadows. 
Our noble hunters, that they might be more 
fure of their game, comtinu’d their way to- 
ward mount Afpis. They were not above 
half a league from it, when they difcover'd 
between them and the mountain a large mo- 
rafs, and behind it a fort of hillock, which 
look’d as if cover’d over with leaves of ifing- 
glafs, that glitter'd in the fun. Fixing their 
eyes upon this object, they foon PE 

ome 
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fome motion. ‘They immediately ftopp'd to 
obferve it with the greater attention : And it 
appear’d tobe the monfter roll'd about itfelf, 
‘that chang’d its pofture without fhifting its 
place. Sethos, who now began to exercife 
his office of commander, addrefs’d himfelf to 
the company, and faid, My dear compani- 
ons, as our defign is to take this monfter 
alive, I prefume, the firft thing neceflary will 
be to know exactly his length and bulk, that 
we may be the better acquainted with the 
enemy we are to encounter ; and the rather, 
fince without doubt we fhall be oblig’d to 
convey him away, like other favage crea- 
tures, in an iron cage, into which we muft 
find means to put him: ’Tis of importance 
therefore now to know his dimenfions, that 
we may, as foon as poffible, order one to be 
made in the neareft town. In order to this, — 
it is my opinion, that we all march flowly 
on one fide of this animal, like a caravan 
purfuing its way, without making the leaft 
fign of attacking him. It is the nature of all 
favage animals to avoid mankind, efpecially 
when they march in companies, unlefs they 
are excited by wrath or hunger. The pre- 
fent tranquil ftate of this monfter gives us 
no reafon to think he is difturb’d by either, 
fo that I fancy he will retire as foon as he 
fees us. Then let us endeavour to obferve at 
a diftance fuch objects, as trees or large ftones, 
which when he ftretches out to his full 

| length, 
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fength, he may reach with the two extremi- 
ties of his body; and when we are on the 
other fide of the morafs, we will meafure the 
diftances. Sethos appointed fome of them; 
whofe peculiar bufinefs it fhould be to make 
thefe obfervations : Others he nam’d to re- 
mark the bulk of the ferpent, by comparing 
it with the height of any thing he might 
pals y ; and with the reft, among whom was 
Amedes, he undertook to keep the monfter 
always in fight, and even to advance near 
enough to difcover, if poffible, the entrance 
into his deh. Amedes fhew’d by his punctual 
obedience, his approbation of what his pupil 
had propos’d. 


Wu AT Sethos forefaw, actually happen’d. 
‘As foon as the ferpent perceiv’d at a diftance | 
this troop of horfemen, together with the 
flaves of about twenty perfons, he began to 
unfold himfelf : His triangular head rifing 
as it were out of the bafis of the cone, which 
was form’d by all the Revolvings of his body, 
he at firft erected, by eafy degrees, to the height 
of two men; but he immediately popp'd it 
downagain, and made off towards the moun- 
tain: With the middle of his body he form’d 
a ring or circle ; the diameter of which was 
equal to the height he had lifted his head to: 
The lower part of this circle towards the 
tail ferv’d as 4 reft, by means of which he 
“pufh’d himfelf forward without any rebound, 
| Vos, I, K and 
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and very flowly. However, the length of 
each of thefe motions foon brought him to 
the foot of the mountain, and left the place 
entirely free for them to take meafure of 
his track. Upon an exact calculation, they 
found his length to be near 45 feet, and the 
thickeft part of his body, which was his 
head, about 6 feet in diameter, or about 18 
or 19 in circumference. While moft of thefe 
young huntfmen were bufied in making this 
calculation, Sethos, Amedes, and three or 
four more follow'd the monfter : They kept 
as much as poffible out of his fight, by going 
the moft round-about or by-ways which the 
fituation of the place would admit of, for 
fear he fhould feek to conceal the place of 
his retreat, as is common for fome animals 
when they find they are difcover’d. Hecom- 
pafs'd the bafis of the firft peak of the moun- 
tain, till he got almoft over-againft the mo- 
rafs from whence he came: Here the bafis 
of the fecond peak began, and betwixt both 
was a pretty long and narrow avenue to the 
fcrpents den. Our obfervers had the plea- 
. fure to fec him enter at a gap or pañage, 
that he almoft fill’d up, and through which 
he dragg’d his body with difficulty, becaufe 
he could not form it into a circle as in the 


open field, 


AFTER thefe obfervations, which were 
made the firft evening they arriv’d, Sethos 
| conducted 
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conducted his troop to the place where he 
propos’ d to refide till the conclufion of their 
expedition; which was in the neighbour- 
hood of Scyathis. 


As they were converfing together upon 
what they had feen, Sethos obferv’d to them, 
that this ferpent being by nature much like 
an adder, its activity lay only in his head, and 
in the part that might be call’d his tail ; 
which was about twelve feet to the firft 
joint, where his body began to form a circle 
when he roll’d along. The firft degree of 
valour, added he, and indeed the only one 
we fhall want upon this occafion, is, to know 
the juft extent of the danger, and not to be 
trrify d with the approach of it, when in 
reality we are out of its reach: And even 
fuppofing that the rage of the creature 
fhould make him more nimble and formi- 
dable than it feems to be, yet I judge by his 
unweildinefs, we need only keep at eight or 
ten feet from him to be fecure from all 
manner of danger. 


THE next morning Sethos, accompany’d 
by Amedes, who had entirely approv’d his 
project, and by three of their companions, 
to whom he afterwards open’d it, took their 
way towards the den. ‘Their defign was to 
enter it when the monfter was abfent, to fee 
if there was any poffibility of laying {nares 
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there to entrap him. The firft of thofe centi-- 
nels, whom he had detach’d to obferve the 
monfter’s motions, had given mformatior: 
that he had quitted his den alittle before day, 
and made directly towards the morafs, into- 
which he plung’d; and that afterward, crawl-- 
ing toward the north-fide of the: plain, his 
comrades, before they follow’d him, had 
agreed, that as faft as one advanc’d, the 
others behind fhould be within call of one 
another, that they might fucceffively give 
notice one to the other of the monfter’s re~ 
turn. Sethos being thereby fafe from a fur- 
prize, enter’d firft into the den: They had’ 
all provided themfelves with light:iron boots, 
a precaution common among the Egyptians, 
a they only walk’d in the fields, to fecure’ 
them againft thofe ftinging infects which 
come with the African winds in fome feafons 
of the year. On the left, they found a na- 
tural arch, where, at intervals, drops of water’ 
trickled down a ftony floaping foil; and on’ 
the right, a bed of clay, which by feveral' 
marks feem’d to be the place where the fer- 
pent lay: At the end of this cavern was ano- 
ther — thro’ which they might have 
gone farther: But as they were not led there: 
by a motive of curiofity, they did not go near to 
it. It-was enough for Sethos, that he found: 
the infide of the cave was capacious enough 
to hold a cage, contriv’d in fuch a manner 
as might ferve not only to. contain the ani- 
| mal, 
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‘mal, when taken, but as a trap to catch him. 
‘So having made all the obfervations neceffary 
‘for this defign, he left the cave, and haften’d 
to Scyathis, where, with his four compa- 
nions, he apply’d himfelf immediately to the 
chief magiftrates, and demanded of them for 
his atchievement 3000 men of the militia of 
their province, but not of thofe appointed 
for the military fervice of the year: He told 
them, that tho’ he believ’d thefe foldiers 
capable of expofing themfelves to the great- 
eft perils in cafe of neceflity, he would be 
anfwerable for every danger, if they punctu- 
ally obey’d the orders of the young lords he 
fhould appoint to be their captains. Heor- 
der’d the troops to be ready in three days at 
Scyathis, arm’d with bucklers, fwords and 
quivers of arrows, without forgetting their 
trumpets and kettle-drums. And to conclude, 
he defir'd an order might be fent to all the 
Jmiths in the town to apply themfelves im- 
mediately to the making of a machine accor- 
ding to the plan he fhould give them. 


THIS young prince having obtain’d his 
demands, with great acknowledgements from 
thofe who granted them, he order’d the fmiths 
10 make a cageof eight feet fquare, and fifty 
long : The fides were to be of bars of iron, 
fo contriv'd as to be taken out, and fet in 
again with eafe. The mafter bars, which 
were to receive the extremities of the others, 
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were likewife to be rivetted in one another, 
and the whole to be plac’d upon low wheels, 
at ten feet diftance: At the entrance into 
this cage were to be plac’d age of iron, in 
fuch manner that they might give way to 
the monfter at going in; but if he fhould en- 
deavour to come out, might faften in his 
{cales and ftop him. The reafon for order- 
ing it in fewral pieces, was not only that 
feveral fmiths might work at it at the fame 
time, but that it might be tranfported in 
feveral parts with eafe to the place where it 
wasto be employ’d. The whole was under- 
taken, and perform'd in three days; and the 
troops being aflembled at the fame time, 
Sethos appointed the fourth day in the morn- 
ing for the execution of the enterprize. | 


HaAvinG plac'd centinels the evening 
before, as he did the firft time, to obferve 
which way the monfter took at leaving his 
den in the morning, he caus’d all the pieces 
of the cage to be tranfported thither in carts 
by day-break. It was put together in lefs 
than three hours, and ftopp’d at the end, and 
on both fides, by pieces of the rock which 
they found in the cavern, The mouth 
of the cage being a little wider than the en- 
trance into the den, it would not be perceiv'd 
by the monfter, efpecially in the difturbance 
which Sethos propos’'d to give him. He 
next order’d a detachment of his i 
| . a 
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file off one by one, with the greateft filence, 
toward the place where they knew the fer- 
nt then was, and to get beyond him to 
the other fide of the entrance into the cave ; 
while another detachment befet his haunt. 
At this firft motion, the monfter, who did not 
yet perceive he was purfu’d, made the beft of 
his way, as he had done before, towards his 
cave : but difcovering a long train of people 
ata diftance, he ftopp’d, and foon after be- 
gan to hifs in a horrible manner. Sethos’s 
companions then gave orders for the troops 
to join, and to clofe their ranks by degrees : 
At the fame time he caus’d them to found 
all their trumpets, and beat their kettledrums, 
while one part of the foldiers, as they had 
agreed, clafh'd their fwords upon their buck- 
lers ; and a greater number, gall’d him with 
thoufands of arrows. The monfter perceiv- 
ing he had refolute enemies to encounter 
with, who notwithftanding his motions and 
furious menaces, baffled him, by drawing 
near to, and retiring from him, and who 
befides had fhut up all retreat but to his den, 
haften’d thither fafter than he had done be- 
fore. The noife of the military inftruments, 
the fhouts of the foldiers, and the ftorm of 
arrows, purfu’d him more and more. It was 
obferv’d, that foon after he had got his head 
into the cage, he made an attempt to flip 
back again; but being ftopp'd by the {pikes 
of the bars, and finding himfelf more clofely 
7 K 4 purfu'd, 
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purfu’d, he chofe to take refuge in his pri« 
fon. He pufh’d forwards with all the aéti- 
vity he was capable of, deceiv’d, — 
by the hopes of getting out at the other end, 
and efcaping by thofe out-lets which he knew 
were in his cavern. He was immediately 
follow'd by thofe who were order’d to put 
in the bars at the entrance into the cage ; 
who having likewife widen’d the entrance 
into the den, with the help of tools they 
had convey’d thither for that purpofe, they 
drew the cage out with a long team of horfes. 
The inhabitants of the neighbouring towns 
and villages, who were there in throngs ta 
be eye-witneffes of this expedition, faw the 
monfter ftretch'd out at his length, and. 
turning his eyes fometimes on one fide and 
fometimes on the other, without any marks 
of fury. Sethos difbanded his troops on the 
{pot, without returning to the town, that he — 
might avaid all the ceremonies of thanks. He 

commended their exact obedience to the leaft 
figns given to them by their commanders, in 
which they were exercifed perfectly. The 
monfter was drawn in his cage backwards, 
that all objects which might prefent to his 
view in the paffage, might the lefs difturb 
him: And thus he was conducted to the lake 
Moeris; where Sethos, for the greater eafe, 
put him on board a veffel to be convey'd by: 
water. Sethos and his companions accom- 
pany d him to Memphis; but he would not 
7. | a allow, 
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glow any food to be given him during the 
whole paflage, well knowing that ferpents 
would live much longer without eating. 


Droporus * relates the hunting and taking 
of a ferpent of as monftrous a fize as this; 
And our own travellers pretend to have feen 
fome of aboye 100 feet long ; but no one 
ever queftion'd the truth of Diodorus’s rela- 
lion of that monfter he mention’d in the place 
quoted. Ic was brought out of Ethiopia to 
Alexandria in the reign of Ptolomy Phila- 
delphus. The generofity of this prince, which 
was to none more extenfive, than to thofe 
who prefented him with curiofities, was a 
motive to fome bold men to make him a pre- 
fent of this kind. Some of them loft their 
lives at the firft onfet; but at laft, they tam’d 
the monfter by expedients not very different 
_ from thofe I have related from my authors, 
under the name of Sethos. Diodorus adds, 
that by fafting they made him as tame as 
other domeftick animals, 


T Ho’ Oforoth was not fo taken with the 
wonders of nature,, or the induftry of men, 
as Ptolomy has fince been, he receiv’d his 
fon, and the young noblemen his compani- 
ons, with great encomiums. The queen, for 

er part, was fecretly difturb'd at this firft 
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exploit of Sethos; and Amedes thinking to’ 
overcome evil with good, from this time 
haftned to render Sethos more worthy of her 
jealoufy. He thought he might now rely fe- 
curely enough upon his pupil’s prudence and 
courzge, toexecute the fcheme he had form’d 
for his advantage: but it would oblige him 
to be abfent three or four months from court; 
however, he did not think it would be dif- 
ficult to obtain leave. The queen feldom 
allow’d Sethos to fee the king, who, con- 
formable to hischaracter, as feldom afk’d after 
him ; and the vanity and corruption of the 
court made the courtiers have no great regard 
for the young prince. 


In eight years which had now pafs’d fince 
the death of Nephté, Daluca had been de- 
liver’d of two fons, who, with their elder 
brother are confounded in the common an- 
nals, by the name of the three Anonymous 
of the iffue of Oforoth; but the private 
. memoirs I have before me, call the firft 
Beon, and the fecond Pemphos. As foon as 
they were of an age fitting to appear before 
a father, who thought of nothing but his di- 
verfion, the mother brought them continually 
into his prefence, to accuftom him, if poffi- 
ble, to own them, and them only, for his 
fons: She even affected to give to the firft all 
the prerogative of primogeniture, tho’ neither 
one nor the other had any right on that ac - 
| count 
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count. Sethos refiding in the palace, began 
now to be an eye-fore to her: Till then the 
had born it patiently, that it might not be 
faid the king had no iffue ; but purpofing 
for the future to heap all favours upon her 
own, fhe fought to fupplant an elder brother, 
whofe birth-right, and what could already 
be call’d merit, excited in her fo tormenting 
a jealoufy. Amedes, for the fake of Sethos, 
taking advantage of this difpofition, which 
he plainly faw in the queen, addrefs’d him- 
felf to her, to obtain the king’s confent to 
let him vifit fome of the chief temples of 
Egypt. He added at the fame time, to re- 
move all fufpicion from her mind, that in 
the courfe of this journey, which would be 
for three or four months, the prince fhould 
lodge with none but the priefts. Daluca, tho’ 
fhe thought very meanly of the defign, gave 
her full confent to it, and engaged to procure 
that of the king immediately. She left Ame- 
des with a great deal of fatisfaction, believing 
he had infpired the prince with a fit of devo- 
tion, which would take him off from all views 
of ambition and policy: and in a few mo- 
ments fhe fent him the king’s fign manual; 
letting him know by the bearer, fhe did 
not think it neceffary, that for fo fhort an 
abfence the prince fhould take leave of the 
king, or any one elfe. This was juft what 
Amedes wanted ; who fpeaking to Sethos of 
the infide of the pyramid, which he had been 
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defrous of vifiting, and of the difpofition he 
was now in to accompany him thither, did 
not, however, yet difcover his whole PE 
to him: but he had taken care to make the 
high prieft of Memphis (the fame who had 
conducted the late queen to the labyrinth) 
acquainted with it. 


SeTHOos and Amedes left the palace on foot, 
telling the chief officer of the prince’s apart- 
anent, that they might perhaps not return in 
Tome time, and that the queen was inform’d 
of their journey. Being provided with a lamp, 
and whatever was neceffary to light it when 
it went out, they arriv’d by that time it was 
night at the pyramid: Amedes order’d it fo, 
that he might go alone with Sethos into that 
dark building. They afcended together to 
the fixteenth ftep on the north-fide, where 
there is a fquare window always open: But 
this entrance, which was but three feet every 
way, led to a paflage of the fame dimen- 
fions, where they were oblig’d to crawl upon 
their bellies. Sethos went foremoft, which was 
an honour that Amedes did not envy him, nor 
the trouble of carrying the lamp: and befides, 
he never gave him any previous knowledge of 
the length of each paflage, nor of what he was 
to meet at the end of it ; tho’ every one had 
its peculiar difficulties : But not to detain my 
readers with all the particulars, I fhail at once 
bring £ethos to the place, where, guided by 
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Amedes, he perceiv’d a large well, crufted 
en every fide with a black pitchy feum as 
fmooth as glafs ‘Fhe bare mouth of this 
well by lamp-light was a frightful object : 
The depth of it.{eem’d to have no bounds ;: 
and there was no fign either of wheel, pully 
or rope to defcend it, or to found the bot- 
tom. Here it was likewife, that all thofe 
who were not acquainted with the fecret ; or 
who if they were, had not the courage to pur 
fue it, put a ftop to their enquiries. Amedes: 
leaning with his elbows on the brink of the 
well, and holding the lamp,. waited in filence 
the effect of Sethos’s curiofity ; till Being fatif- 
fy'd of his refolution by his impatience, he 
Arofe, and’ placing the lamp, the bottom of 
which was made hollow for the purpofe, im 
the form of a helmet, upon his head, he fet 
himfelf aftride upon the brink of the well, on 
the fame fide where he had been the whole 
time. He immediately put his foot upon 
a ftep of iron of about fix inches tong, which 
the fhaddow had conceal’d from the fight of 
' $ethos, and the more becaufe it was very 
narrow. Amedes then getting entirely on 
the infide of the well, put his other foot on 
another fuch ftep about a foot lower ; and fo, 
without faying any thing, continued to de- 
fcend, and Sethos foon follow’d him : Being 
gone down fixty fteps, they met with a ftop, 
tho’ they were not near the bottom of the 
well; on the fide they perceiy’d a window, 
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which was the entrance into a pretty eafy 
paflage, hollow’d out of the natural rock, by 
which there is a gradual winding defcent for 
324 feet. 


Hirnerto the infide of the pyramid is 
fuch as I have juft given a {mall defcription 
of ; excepting that the bottom of the well is 
fill’d with rubbifh for a confiderable height : 
But this winding paflage led to a grate with 
two folding doors of brafs, which open’d with 
the leaft pufh, and without any noife ; but 
with the fall in fhutting again, by a con- 
trivance in the hinges, made a very great 
found, which echo’d till it loft itfelf a good 
way off in a vaft edifice. They were then at 
the bottom of the well, which is in all 3150 
feet deep. Oppofite to this gate, which was 
on the north-fide, there was another on the 
fouth-fide, fhut with iron grates, each bar of 
which was as thick as a man’s arm. Thro’ 
thefe grates Sethos faw a long walk, to which 
he could perceive no end : On the eaft-fide of 
it was a long row of arches or vaults, from 
which proceeded a great light of lamps and 
torches; and from the bottom of thefe vaults 
he heard the voices of men and women, which 
made very harmonious mufick. Amedes in- 
form’d Sethos, That the walk he faw thro’ 
the grates was a feries of the bottom of the 
other pyramids, which were real tombs; and 
that the arches led to a fubterranean temple, 
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where the prieft and priefteffes, whofe voices 
he had heard, perform’d every night different 
forts of facrifices and ceremonies ; which he 
could not yet reveal to him, becaufe he was 
not initiated. It is eafy to imagine, that a 
young man of a warm difpofition, whofe 
curiofity alfo was excited by fo many circum- 
ftances, long’d to be initiated; and he in- 
{tantly defird Amedes to procure it for him. 
My fon, faid Amedes, that courage which 
has led you hither, and which if you purfue, 
will conduct you farther, is a preparatory ftep 
to this prerogative. From this moment I 
fuppofe your youth at an end, and that from 
the defire you have juft teftify’d for the ini- 
tiation, you this day begin to be a perfe& 
man. ‘The initiation, to which we are not 
allowed to invite any one whomfoever in di- 
rect terms, is the enterprize of which I {poke 
ambiguoufly to you, and for which I requir'd 
particular proofs of your prudence and va- 
lour. Father, faid Sethos, I then conceiv'd 
a faint idea of it, but I never would pre- 
fume to mention it, fearing you would reject 
with anger a propofal which feem’dto me to 
be too rafh at my age, and which even now 
I fhould not have prefum'd to make you, 
were it not in this place. It 1s with reafon, 
fon, reply’d Amedes, that you now look up- 
on this demand as very bold. The prepa- 
rations which will be requir’d of you, with 
regard to the body, are painful and —— 

: ut 
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but they are very trivial in regard to thofé 
of the mind. The priefts, who are account- 
able to nobody, either as for their choice or 
refufal, are extremely rigorous, efpecially 
with regard to thofe who are deftin’d to the 
throne, and defire to partake of the myfteries 
of the priefthood. They will examine you 
on topicks of the moft fublime moral, by 
queftions which you can’t forefee, and to 
which you can’t anfwer but by filling your 
mind with copious and enlightned sao 
ples, from whence all your replies muft natu- 
rally flow. Oh! my father, reply’d Sethos, 
how much time I have hitherto loft, and 
what treafures I have fquander’d ‘in the leffons 
you have already given me! I confider my 
attention -to your precepts till now only as 
my duty ; whereas I ought to have look’d 
on them as the only way by which I could 
attain to real riches. Son, anfwer’d Amedes, 
as yet, nothing is loft: Your youth has been 
duly employ’d in making you acquainted with 
the condition of mankind ; and you maft not 
expect the gifts of heaven before their time. . 
You will, on proper occafions, recal to your 
mind a es number of thofe principles 
you now think forgotten: And befides, the 
priefts themfelves will inftruct you for three 
months previous to your examination. But 
it is time for us to repofe ourfelves, whatever 
refolution we take, whether it be to return 
by the way we came, or to goon. They 
; _ therefore 
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therefore fate down upon a ftone bench, which 
went all round the bottom of the well. 


THEN it was that Sethos, ftruck with the 
grandeur of thofe fubtérraneous works, un- 
known to the greater part of the Egyptians 
themfelves, indulg’d his aftonifhment, and 
extoll’d the magnificency of the kings his fore- 
fathers, who had brought fuch vaft under- 
takings to perfection. Amedes told him, that 
thefe works, confider’d in themfelves, were 
truly worthy of his higheft admiration ; but, 
added he, do you make no refleétion on the 
hardfhip thofe have undergone, who have 
executed them with their own hands ? I per- 
ceive, faid Sethos, I have been guilty of a 
fault in judgment, by praifing thefe enter- 
prizes, and have begun the new way of think- - 
ing I propos’d to myfelf by an error. You 
need not doubt of it, fon, faid Amedes, you 
here fee the blood and fubftance of an infi- 
nite number of wretches, whofe eftates and 
perfons have been employ’d in thefe im- 
menfe labours: Millions of men have even 
perifh’d by the fudden falling in of the earth. 
Sefoftris, that hero, to whom Egypt is oblig’d, 
on other accounts, for great part of its glory, 
has, in vain, caus’d to be engraven on the 
ftately monuments erected by his command 
at Thebes, that he had employ’d none but 
foreign flaves in the building of them ; that 
alone would be no juftification : For tho’ it 
-. ‘Vor. I. L be 
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be the fate of flaves to ferve, we ought al- 
ways to remember they are men, and never 
to expofe them to unreafonable labours, or 
evident dangers, except upon extraordinary 
and preffing occafions. And as to captives 
taken in war, it is yet a barbarous cuftom, 
in all nations, to reduce perfons free-born, 
and often of the higheft birth, taken in battle, 
or at a fiege, to the ftate of flavery: So that 
neither I nor you are fecure, in the firftbattle 
we may be engaged in againft a foreign enemy, 
from being liable to the meaneft of fervitude, 
and the moft unworthy treatment. Let me in- 
fift upon your giving the world a contrary ex- 
ample in the firft victory you may obtain over 
any nation, capable of fociety, and worthy 
of your alliance: We fhall find in the fequel 
that this advice was. not unprofitable. Bur, 
continu’d Amedes, with regard to the enor- 
mous works you now fee, I muft inform you, 
that Cheobus, the eighth king of Memphis, and 
founder of the great pyramid, on which they 
are all dependant, was, on his own judgment, 
depriv’d of fepulture in the tomb he had 
built for himfelf ; and punifhrd for the vanity 
of his tyrannical undertaking, by the fhame 
of having his defign fruftrated. The other 
pyramids are neither fo large, nor have the 
fuch works on the infide as this of Cheobus ;. 
and even their fubterraneous paflages, which. 
you faw through the grates, are the-work of 
Cheobys, His fuccefler, whofe conduct was 
not 
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hot fo much diflik’d as his was, took advan- 
tage of his folly to order their tombs in a 
place already deftin’d for that ufe. For, in 
fhort, tho’ we ought moft certainly to con- 
demn all thofé undertakings of princes which 
are a burden to their fubjects, their fuper- 
fluous wealth may be employ’d in giving 
evidences of their magnificency. It is actu- 
ally very praife-worthy in them to incou- 
rage the induftrious, and to cut out work 
for thofe who want it. So tho’ the vain ex- 
travagance of a king brings his fubjects to 
beggary, expences prudently laid out are pre- 
fervatives againft it. Among the latter, the 
wifeft beyond comparifon are thofe which 
have a view to the general advantage of the 
ftate. The kings of Egypt have render’d 
their names immortal by their works on ac- 
count of the Nile ; and one might fay, they 
look’d upon all Egypt as a manfion of plea- 
fure, which it was their duty to improve, 
adorn and maintain. However, to put an 
end to this fubject, the ufe you perceiv’d to 

made of one part of thefe fubterraneous 
edifices for the fervice of the gods, obliges 
me to afk you, Whether you don’t approve 
of fuch undertakings, however expenfive and 
perillous they may be, when they have an 
object fo noble and fo facred ? But before 
you anfwer me; fuppofe the ptiefts them- 
felves are putting you to a trial by this quef- 
tion, Sethos having reflected upon it with 
L 2 greater 
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greater attention than he otherwife would 


have done, anfwer’d thus; I can’c think it 
allowable to be crael to men, under pretence 
of ferving the gods ; and am perfuaded, ’tis 
the forming a wrong idea of the authors and 
benefactors of mankind to offer them fuch 
victims. Human facrifices have been abolifh’d 
by a more enlighten’d religion; and I think 
our late kings feem’d to have abandon’d thete 
dangerous, and at the fame time, too labo- 
rious undertakings of fubterraneous edifices, 
which are all very antient: But I think, at 
the fame time, we can’t better repair the 
errors of our fore-fathers, than by employing 
the monuments of their tyranny in ¢he worfhip 
of the gods, as I fee it is a practice in thefe 
times. Son, anfwer’d Amedes, fuch anfwers 
as this will extremely facilitate your initia- 
tion. | 


Tuts their difcourfe was overheard, tho’ 
Sethos knew nothing of it ; for the priefts 
having notice given them by the noife of the 
folding doors, immediately repair’d thither, 
to {py thro’ private openings in the wall who 
‘were come to the bottom of the well, that 
they might prepare every thing for their re- 
ception, if they ventur’d farther. Sethos and 
Amedes having refted, and difcours’d. thus 
for the {pace of an hour; Amedes firft arofe, 
and faid to Sethos; Son, you fee on the north- 
fide the gate by which we enter’d, and thro’ 
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which we mayreturn ; or here, on the eaft- 
fide, you fee another gate, which will lead 
you to a way parallel to the extremities of the 
arches, from which you are as yet excluded. 
This paflage was fix feet broad, very even, — 
running ina ftrait line, and vaulted inan arch 
of a femi-circle upon a moulding which run 
on both fides at fix feet from the earth. Sethos 
being about to enter, could not avoid turning 
his eye to an infcription engraven in black 
letters upon a very white marble, which was 
plac’d in the nature of a pediment upon the 
mouldings of the arch thro’ which was the 


, entrance into this paflage: He there read thefe 


words; Whoever goes thro’ this pafage alone, 
and without looking behind bim, fhall be puri- 
Syd by fire, by water, and by air; and if he 
can vanquifh the fears of death, he fhall return 
from the bowels of the earth, he [fall fee light 
again, and he fhall be intitled to the privilege 
of preparing bis mind for the revelation of the 
myfteries of the great godde/s Ifis. 


Tre bare reading of this inicription 
frighted away almoft all who had the courage 
to defcend to the bottom of the well. Some, 
tho’ but few, went thither of themfelves, on 
no other motive but a moft hazardous curio- 
fity. But when any one went to demand the 
initiation, the priefts, who feem’d to grant it 
without any difficulty, only requir’d him to 


_ write down his name and petition, and then 
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immediately appointed him an initiate to in- 
form him of the trials he was to pafs thro’, 
This guide attended him into the pyramid, 
and led him to the mouth of the well, fhew’d 
him the fteps, and went down firft himfelf, 
as Amedes had done with Sethos. But the 
priefts were pretty fure, that the conditions 
enjoin’d by the infcription would be accepted 
by none but men of a more than common in- 
trepidity. And as courage alone was not all 
the merit they requir’d in their initiates, thefe 
terrible trials ferv’d only to admit thofe who 
afpir'd to it to a very fevere examination upon 
all the other virtues. Some were of opinion, 
they were to defcend alive into hell, and not 
. to return without the moft frightful labours ; 
Others imagin’d, that all the initiates fub- 
mitted to a real death ; and tho’ they faw 
them afterwards rife again, they fear'd the 
agonies: They alfo knew, that fome who 
were efteem'd men of fingular valour, never 
return'd at all. The initiates, who were tied 
down to an inviolable fecrecy, allow’d the 
liberty of thefe different interpretations to 
thofe who had either heard of this infcription, 
or who had bgen fatisfy’d with the reading of 
it. However, as the initiates were in extra- 
ordinary repute among the people, for the 
great virtues they had given proofs of, and 
efpecially for the incorruptible juftice, which 
was their characteriftick ; as they were re- 
{pected by the kings themfelves, who look'd 
| upon 
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‘upon them not only as men intrepid in battle, 
but as the moft experienc’d minifters they 
could be ferv’d with, and often as their me- 
diators between them and the priefts, whofe 
influence they were fometimes afraid of : To 
conclude, as nothing could be more agreeable 
to a private perfon, than to enjoy almoft all 
the privileges of the priefthood, without being 
tied down to their fubjections and difciplines ; 
there were always fome who had refolution 
enough to expofe themfelves to any dangers 
for the fake of the initiation. 


SET HOS was too young to be led by any 
remote views; his high birth had left little 
room in his mind for that ambifon to rife, fo 
common in other men. Amedes reflected more 
than he upon the ineftimable advantage it 
would be for a king of Egypt to be initiated. 
This young prince therefore being'in reality 
pufh’d on by no other motive than a violent 
curiofity, and arguing, that he might as well 
come out again in fafety as others had done, 
{natch’d ae out of the hands of Amedes, 
who yielded it to him with a caution once 
for all, to add prudence to his courage. How- 
ever he follow’d him at a diftance without 
his knowledge. This was an eftablith’d 
cuftom; becaufe, if the courage of the can- 
didate fhould happen to fail him before he 
had gone thro’ the firft trial, his guide, who 
was always near him, brought him back out 
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of the well, by the way he came, to the win- 
dow of the pyramid thro’ which he enter'd: 
There he advis’d him, for his own honour, 
not to divulge an undertaking in which he 
had no fuccefs, and warn’d him never to at- 
tempt obtaining the initiation, either at Mem- 
his, or at any other of the twelve temples 
of Egypt where it was conferr’d. But the 
firft matter of aftonifhment to thofe who per- 
fifted in their defign, was the length of the 
way, for they were oblig'd to walk more than 
a league in this fubterraneous paflage, with- 
out feeing any thing new. At laft they ob- 
fervd in the wall on the right hand, or en 
the fouth-fide, a fmall iron-door fhut, and 
two paces beyond it three men having hel- 
mets on, upon which was the head of Anubis, 
This gave occafion to Orpheus to make of 
thefe three men the three heads of the dog 
Cerberus, which adinitted perfons into hell, 
but fuffer’d none to come out again. One of 
thefe three men faid to the candidate ; Weare 
are not pofted here to ftop your paflage: Go 
on, if the gods have given you the courage : 
but if you be fo unfortunate as to return, we 
fhal] then ftop your paflage: As yet you may 
go back, but from this moment you'll never 
get out of this place, unlefs you go on, with- 
out turning or looking back. If the candi- 
date was not fhock’d at thefe words, he was 
fuffer'd to pafs, and the three men follow’d 
him at a diftance ; but his firft guide aban- 
| | don’d 
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don’d him, and enter'd the little door: A 
moment afterwards, the candidate perceiv'd 
at the end of this paffage the light of a very 
white but lively flame, juft kindled : Sethos 
mended his pace to comeat it. At the end of 
this paffage was a vaulted room of above 100 
feet fquare. At the entrance into it were, on 
the right, and on the left, two piles of wood, 
or rather pales of wood planted in the ground 
upright, and very near to one another, twin'd 
about in the nature of vines, with branches 
of Arabian palm, Egyptian thorn and ‘ama- 
rind, three forts of wood very pliant, fragrant 
and cumbuftible; the fmoke went out thro’ 
long pipes made for that purpofe: But this 
flame, which eafily reach’d to the top of the 
vault, and bore down again in waves, gave 
the {pace it poffefs’'d all the refemblance of a. 
burning furnace: But what was yet more 
terrible, Sethos obferv’d upon the ground, 
between the two piles, a grate of red-hot 
iron, eight feet broad and thirty feet long. 
This grate was form'd of bars, which were fo 
clofe toone another, that there was only room 
for a man to fet one foot between them. He 
perceiv'd there was no other paflage but this, 
and he went thro’ it with as much agility as 
circumfpection. Moft fiery trials, of which 
hiftory makes mention, were no other than 
thefe: But hiftorians, who don’t know the 
truth of the matter, and who love to exagge- 
rate their miracles, fay, that fuch a one = 
thro’ 
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thro’ flames of fire, inftead of faying he pafs’d 
thro’ two lanes of flames, and that he walk’d 
over red-hot bars, inftead of faying that he 
walk’d between them. 


SET HOS having with joy pafs’d this trial, 
faw at fome paces diftance a canal of more 
than fifty feet broad, which came in on one fide 
of this f{ubterrdneous room thro’ grates of iron, 
and went out again in the fame manner on 
the other fide. Thiscanal, which came out 
of the Nile, before it enter’d thro’ the grates, 
made a great noife, as of a water-fall, which 
Sethos miftook for the noife of the flames he 
had juft efcap'd : By the light of thefe flames, 
tho’ they were confiderably. lower’d, he per- 
ceiv'd on the other fide of the canal an arch, 
in the infide of which were fteps ; the higheft 
whereof were involv’d in darknefs. Sethos 
imagin’d there was the gate thro’ which he 
was to pafs into the open air, and therather, 
becaufe the paffage was mark’d out in the canal 
by two baluftrades of iron, which arofe from 
the bottom of the water on the right and on 
the left. Being apprehenfive that the light 
of the flames might fail him before he reach’d 
the other fide, he made ufe of one of the fire- 
brands to light up his lamp, which the rare- 
faction of the air had extinguifh’d amidft the 
flames. He undrefs’d himielf, put his cloaths 
upon his head, and ty’d them with a girdle, 
which pafs’d under hisarms, acrofs his ba 
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In this manner he fwam crofs the canal, 
holding his lamp burning in one hand. He 
quickly got his cloaths on again ; and afcend- 
ing the fteps of the arch which was before 
him, he came to a landing-place of fix feet 
long and three broad. The bottom was a 
draw-bridge, which hung by very ftrong irons 
to rings faftned in the uppermoît ftep of the 
arch ; fo that this draw-bridge feem'd to be 
let down to receive him. The walls on each 
fide of him were of brafs, and ferv'd as fup- 
porters for the naves of two great wheels of 
the fame metal, one on the right, and the 
other on the left: The lower half of them 
went down behind the walls; and on the 
upper parts, which were in fight, lay a great 
iron chain: The top or roof of the landing- 
place difcover'd, at the height of fifteen feet, 
three dark concavities, which refembled the 
infide of three large hollow ftatues, look’d 
into from below: Before him was a door 
-cover’d all over with the whiteft ivory, 
adorn’d in the middle with two mouldings 
of gold; which fhew’d that this door, that had 
no fcutcheons on the outfide, open’d inwards 
with two leaves. Sethos having fet his lamp 
on the floor, try’d twice or thrice in vain to 
pufh open this door, which had refifted the 
force of much ftronger men than he: But to 
the lintel of the door, which was rais’d about 
feven feet above the threfhold, and to which 
the ends of the draw-bridge feem’d to be 
| fufpended 
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fufpended by two ftrong chains, were faften’d 
two great rings of polifh’d fteel, which by 
the light of the lamp fhone like the fineft 
diamond. The candidate could not avoid 
Jaying hold of them totry if by this means he 
might open the door: and here he began his 
Jaft trial, the moft difficult for an aftonith’d 
imagination ; for the very firft motion which 
he gave to thefe rings, rais’d the triggers of the 
two wheels, which being turn’dby a prodigious 
weight hanging to their chains, produc’d feve- 
ral very frightful effects. The draw-bridge be. 
gan to raife itfelf at that end which was neareft 
the door ; fo that the candidate was oblig’d 
either to recover the fteps, and fo turn back 
again, contrary to the law prefcrib’d him, or to 
hold faft by the rings: but the very lintel of 
the door was likewife rais’d up with the can- 
didate hanging at it. The lamp which flid 
upon the draw-bridge was foon overfet, and 
left him in the dark, in the midft of a hor- 
rid noife made by the two wheels, fuch, that 
the moft couragious would hardly forbear 
thinking that a hundred machines of iron and 
brafs were breaking in pieces about his ears. 
This motion, which lafted almoft a minute, 
rais’d the candidate to the height of a quarter 
of acircle: but left the lintel, which was 
then loofen’d from the great wheels, might 
fall again with too great violence, being born 
downwards by its own weight, and that of 
the candidate, it was faftned with ropes, 

which 
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which went thro’ feveral pullies, to another 
wheel made up of flies or fanes of iron plates, 
which broke the fall, and prevented the can- 
didate from being hurt. But at the fame 
time this wheel, which was plac’d oppofite 
to him in a large open place above the ivo 
doors, by its motion made him feel a violent 
agitation of the air. The candidate being in 
this manner let down again to the place from 
whence the machine had lifted him up, the 
two leaves of the ivory door open’d by the 
motion of the lowermoft trigger, and pre- 
fented to his view a place where it was broad 
day, or if in the night-time, was illumi- 
nated with lamps, which caus'd a light equal 
to it. 


SeTHOos, who came thither about fun- 
rifing, perceiving the Ox Apis thro’ the bars 
of his ftable, which was oppofite to the 
fan@uary of the temple of the three deities 
at Memphis, found, to his great furprize, 
that he was come out from under the great 
hollow pedeftal of the triple ftatue of 
Ofiris, Ifis and Horus, before which fo many 
fupplications had been offer'd for the late 
queen’s recovery. He was receivd by the 
priefts, who made a lane for him behind 
‘the fan@uary. The high-prieft embracing 
him immediately, extoll’d his valour, and 
congratulated him upon the happy fuccefs 
of his trials. He then prefented him a py 
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fill’d with the water of the canal he had juft 
pafsd Whilft he was drinking, the high- 
prieft faid, Let this water be a draught of 
lethe or forgetfulnefs with regard to all the 
falfe maxims which you have heard from 
the mouths of prophane men *. After this, 
making him turn toward the triple ftatue, 
he order’d him to proftrate himfelf be- 
fore it, and then faid thefe words over 
him : Ifis, great goddefs of the Egyptians, 
pour down thy fpirit upon thy new votary, 
who has gone thro’ fo many perils and labo- 
rious trials to come before thee: Make him 
victorious alfo over his paffions, by rendring 
him tractable to thy laws, that he may be 
worthy to be admitted to thy myfteries. All 
the priefts having repeated the firft words of 
this Invocation : Ifis, great goddefs of the 
Egyptians ; they rais’d Sethos up, and the 
high-prieft prefented him a compound liquor, 
by the Greeks call’d Cyceon; faying, May 
this be a draught of Mnemofyne or memory 
for the leffons, + which will now be given 
you by wifdom. ‘Thefe were all the cere- 
monies of the firft day. The high-prieft re- 
ftor’d Sethos to Amedes, who ftanding behind 
him, led him to the apartment prepar’d for 
him in the college of the priefts, which was 


* See the manners of che favages; by father Lafhteau, 


t. 1. p. 313, 314. where he mentions thefe cuftoms of 
the antients. 
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provided with all neceffaries, he being not to 
ftir from thofe holy places till the ceremo- 
nies of his initiation were perform’d. 


As much as Sethos was overjoy’d for having 
form’da right judgment of what he had to do 
in trials which required as much prefence of 
mind as refolution ; yet greater was the joy 
of Amedes, who having fo precious a truft 
committed to his care, had prevail’d upon 
himfelf to hazard the life of this young 

rince to obtain the initiation for him. As 
he was apprehenfive that Sethos would foon 
be oblig’d to quit Memphis on account of 
the queen’s jealoufy, and that confequently he 
fhould never have the like time or opportu- 
nity to procure him this advantage for the 
future ; he put him to thefe trials as foon as 
he thought his tender age capable of going 
thro’ them. Had it not been for thefe pref- 
fing reafons, Amedes would never have ex- 
pos’d.a youth at fixteen years to fuch dangers 
and uncertainties as had perplex’d men of the 
greateft valour and prudence, not to mention 
thofe rath perfons whofe hearts or heads had 
fail’d them in the enterprize. For as foon as 
any candidate had pafs’d the little door that 
was fhut, and got a fight of the flames, if 
he offer’'d to return, the three men, who 
were officers of the fecond rank, feiz'd him, 
and made him enter thro’ this door into the 
fubterraneous temples, where he was for ever 
: confin’d, 
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confin'd, that he might not divulge the nature 
of the trials. Juft fo it was with refpect to 
the canal ; if any came thither after paffing 
thro’ the flames, and was deterr’d from crofi- 
ing the water, either by fwimming or holding 
by one of the two balluftrades, which appear’d 
above the furface: for thefe officers were 
ready to help all that ran the rifque of burn- 
ing or drowning ; but it was in order to con- 
fine them. Their imprifonment was how- 
ever not very rigid. ‘They were made, if 
they defir'd it, officers of the fecond order in 
thefe fubterraneous temples, and were allow’d 
to marry the daughters of fuch officers: But 
they were oblig’d, in the firft place, to give 
an account of their condition to their families 
by a note written and fign’d with their own 
hands, in the following terms : ‘‘For attempt- 
“ ing a tafh undertaking, the juft and mer- 
‘ ciful gods confine me to a perpetual but 
“ favourable prifon ; fear the gods, and love 
“ them.” This form made them look’d up- 
_ on as dead, and difcharg’d their families from 
all ties with regard to them. They were in 
reality fecur'd from ever fpeaking to any of 
thofe they call’d prophane. The other offi- 
cers of the fecond order, who were the chil- 
dren of thefe, had the freedom, not of chang- 
ing their condition, which otherwife was not 
allow’d to any Egyptian, but to officiate in 
their turns in the fuperior temples, and even, 
like the priefts themfelves, to converfe with 
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every body, becaufe they were bound to keep 
the fecret by an oath; which they did not 
vouchfafe to thofe who had fail’d in the 
trials, and had therefore, faid they, forfeited 
their engagements to themfelves. 


As for the latter of thefe trials, the noife 
of the wheels, and darknefs of the place, 
made it really look like the chambers of death: 
But this noife ferv’d likewife to give warning to 
the priefts, who waited the candidate’s arrival 
in the fan€tuary, to let down curtains immedi- 
ately before all the crannies thro’ which the 
people might look in : So that the populace, if 
there were any in the temple, knowing nothing 
of the fecret, imagin’d it to be thunder, which 
warn’d the priefts of the approaching pre- 
fence of a deity, who came to unfold fome 
myftery to them. It was at this trial chat 
Orpheus, who was then in Egypt, had fail’d: 
however, the priefts had granted him the 
initiation fome months before, as a peculiar 
favour they thought due to his merit, on 
another account. 


T u1s famous Greek, who had obtain’d of 
the gods the gift of poetry, and playing on 
the harp, in fo eminent a degree, that in thofe 
fabulous days he pafs'd for the fon of Apollo 
and Calliope, was born in Thrace. But that 
being fomewhat a favage country, and its 
fierce inhabitants more addicted to war than 
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the fciences, he came to fettle in Theffalia, 
among a more civiliz’d people, and in a coun- 
try render’d delightful by the courfe of the 
river Peneus, and the delicious vale of 
Tempe. There it was he efpous’d the fair 
Eurydice ; yet more famous for the love fhe 
bore to her hufband, than for her beauty. 
The concourfe of people from all parts of 
Greece, which the charms of the place, and 
the curiofity of hearing Orpheus, had drawn 
into Theflalia, foon made him acquainted 
with the fame of the Egyptiags. As fuperior 
talents generally fuppofe a loftinefs of mind and 
fentiments, Orpheus refolv'd to go into Egypt 
to-obtain the initiation, perfuaded that his 

oetry would become more fublime, when he 

d gain’d a thorow knowledge of theology, 
morality, and nature, of which he had been 
inform’d the Egyptians were the true and 
only mafters. He began from that time to 
learn the Egyptian tongue : but there was one 
great obftacle to his defign, which was the 
abfenting himfelf for a time from Eurydice. 
All he could fay to her of the charms of her 
country in which he left her, and of the efteem 
fhe was in at the Theffalian court, could not 
eafe that grief fhe entertain’d upon his firft 
mention of it ; it had a quite contrary effect 
upon her. It was fome time before that Arifteus 
came to refide at this court. He pretended 
to be the fon of Apollo, and the nymph 
Cyrene, the daughter of king Peneus, grand- 

father 
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father to the king then upon the throne. It 
is faid, that Apollo, falling in love with this 
princefs, carry’d her into Africa, where fhe 
gave name to the province of Cyrenia ; fo that 
Arifteus efteem’d Theffalia as the country of 
his anceftors. He no fooner came to this 
court, than he fix'd his eyes upon Eurydice, 
and made fruitlefs addrefles to her, which 
fhe was fo difcreet as to conceal from her 
hufband. But now fhe imagin’d her refidence 
at this court, which Orpheus had offer’d as 
an argument of confolation, might prove moft 
fatal in his abfence ; and not being able to 
diffuade him from his defign, fhe declar’d the 
would follow him where-ever he went. 


T wey therefore embark’d together ; and, 
after all the labours and dangers of a tedious 
voyage, arriv’d at the port of Canope in the 
Delta, and thro’ the Heracleotick canal at one 
of the harbours of Memphis. As it was late, 
they refolv’d to lie the firft night without the 
city. In the fhort way from the fhore to the 
inn they were directed to, Eurydice felt a little 
{mart in her heel, which fhe did not think 
of confequence enough to mention to her 
hufband ; but fhe was no fooner enter’d into 
her chamber, than fhe was feiz'd with a 
great heavinefs to fleep, which made her re- 
fufe all refrefhment: However, as fhe had 
eaten more than once with the company on 


board, her hufband did not apprehend any 
| M 2 thing 
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thing from a drewfinefs which feem’d to him 
to proceed from a caufe very cominon and 
natural. She even remov'd all his uneafi- 
nefles, by telling him, fhe wanted nothing 
but reft. About half an hour afterwards, 
hearing her fetch her breath with great 
difficulty and irregularity, he ran to her; 
and being furpriz'd to find her face fwell’d, 
and livid, and above all, that he could not 
awake her, he call’d out to his hoft ; who 
no fooner faw her, but he told him, it was 
caus’d by the fting of fome venomous infect 
that lay in her way, and that he would cer+ 
tainly find the mark of it in her foot : Having 
foon difcover’d it to be as he faid ; Stranger, 
continu’d the hoft, if you defire it, I will 
fetch a phyfician, but he will find your wife 
dead. It is a great misfortune that you have 
never heard, or, if you have heard it, have 
never given attention to it, that there is no 
fuch thing as walking in Egypt, without 
having a prefervative balfam about one, to 
apply immediately to the place ftung : ’tis an 
infallible remedy; but a few moments delay 
render the evil incurable. Oh! cry’d Orpheus, 
I have the remedy, but my wife, my cruel 
wife, conceal’d this accident from me. Alas! 
my lord, anfwer’d the hoft, as he was re- 
treating, I find, to her misfortune, the fting 
was hardly perceivable, as it often happens 
to the Egyptians themfelves, if they are not 
very careful. : 
Tuus 
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T uus Orpheus, after having in vain im- 
plor’d all the deities of Greece and Egypt, loft 
the moft tender and the’ moft faithful of 
wives. She was interr'd in the fepulchre of 
foreigners, without any ceremony, becaufe 
Orpheus was fo overwhelm'd with grief that 
he had not difcover’d himfelf to any one. 
This burial-place was without the walls of 
Memphis, on the fame fide as the pyramids, 
and the fame place where the tombs of the 
Natives were. They were the catacombs of 
the mummies, which fubfift to this day ; but 
ftrangers were let down by a feparate open- 
ing. At the entrance into thefe catacombs 
was the lake Acherufia; on the brink of 
which the Egyptians, when dead, were 
brought before their judges, as the kings 
were to the labyrinth : But to ftrangers this 
ceremony was not obferv’d, and they were 
intetrd without embalming. Orpheus, in 
the mean ‘time, as yet unknown, walking 
every day in the neighbourhood of the cata- 
combs, where Eurydice was interr’d, met one 
evening with fome Egyptians, who were dif- 
courfing among themielves, that there was a 
fubterraneous communication between the 
catacombs and the pyramids, and that the 
fouls of the dead had all that {pace to walk 
in. They added, that fome who had had the 
refolution to enter into thefe pyramids by the 
opening which was vifible on one fide of the 
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greateft, had there heard the voices and fongs 
of the blefied {pirits. Orpheus remembered 
thefe words; and as true lovers, efpeciall 
thofe who never were in love before, loo 
upon their paffion as eternal, and carry their 
ideas of conftancy even beyond the grave: fo 
Orpheus giving himfelf up to ‘this illufion, 
and depending upon the fame fentiment in 
the ghoft of his Eurydice, hop’d to meet 
her in thefe tombs, or to intice her to him 
by the found of his voice and harp. Being 
return’d to Memphis, and having attentively 
confider’d the anfwers of all thofe whom he 
interrogated concerning what he had heard, 
he was confirm’d m his defign; and taking a 
lamp fit for his purpofe, and his lyre, which 
had lain unftrung for a long time, he went the 
next day in the evening to the firft pyramid. As 
foon as it was night, he enter’d alone, and made 
its long echoing vaults ring with the name 
of his Eurydice. Having pafs’d frightful wind- 
ings and turnings, he came to the mouth 
of the well; and the fervent defire he had to 
meet either with Eurydice, or his death, made 
him refolved to defcend. It was fome con- 
folation to him to hear thro’ the grates of 
the iron gate a compleat mufick, in which 
he diftinguifh’d the voices of women, and 
even fancy’d he heard that of his Eurydice : 
But his fatisfaétion was yet greater, at read- 
ing the infcription. He faw he was at the 
very gate of the initiation, which had _ 
on the 
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the occafion of his voyage, though the lofs 
of his wife had made him forget it: But 
then joining both ideas, and giving up his 
imagination to his defires, he believ'd that 
the initiation itfelf would lead him to the 
manfion of the fouls of the bleffed, and that, 
perhaps, he might bring back Eurydice from 
thence. He enter’d the narrow way, and 
with great refolution went thro’ the trials of 
fire and water. But at the noife of the wheels, 
and the motion of the landing-place or draw- 
bridge, he had not the prefence of mind to 
hold faft by the rings ; fo was forc’d to retreat, 
and was throwg againft his will upon the 
fteps of the arch. He perceiv’d his miftake 
even before the noife ceas’d; and as foon as 
he faw from the top of the fteps, where he 
had kept his ground, that the door of the 
pedeftal was open’d, he took his lyre, and, 
being refolv’d to die, comforted himfelf with 
the hopes of meeting his Eurydice. In the 
mean time he advanc’d flowly towards the 
fanctuary, finging verfes fill’d with the names — 
of the gods, and of Eurydice, and fung, in 
concert with his lyre, fuch juft, fuch melo- 
dious, and fuch tender ftrains, that all the 
priefts who furrounded him, were charm’d 
with it. After a fhort fpace he gave over 
finging, and fell on his knees, as if in expec- 
tation of his fentence. The high-prieft, after 
having conferr’d a few moments with his 
companions, made him rife, and thus ac- 
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cofted him ; Virtuous ftranger, who can be 
no other than the renown’d Orpheus, we 
know by the piety of your verfes, and the 
excellency of your talents, that you reverence 
the gods, and are dear to them. Our god-. 
defs is equitable; fhe eonfiders what is due 
to your refolution in entring this abyfs, and 
to the progrefs you have made in it without 
advice and without affiftance: your judgment, 
indeed, fail’d you in the laft of your trials ; 
but fhe pardons this miftake, in confideration 
cf the grief you labour under for your late 
lofs. Your only confolation will be in thac 
virtue, of which our goddefs, by our means, 
will explain to you the true principles. But 
as an atonement for your fault, -fhe expects, 
that after your initiation, you introduce her 
worfhip into Greece, your country, the fame 
of which has been long fince known to us. 
Orpheus made no other anfwer to this dif- 
courfe but by tears of gratitude and joy; the : 
high-prieft went through the ceremonies of 
that day with him, and admitted him to the 
exercifes of thofe that follaw’d, | 


It is not difficult to trace all the cuftoms 
of the Egyptians in che greek mythology, of 
which Orpheus was the principal author. 
We have elfewhere fhewn what the obfequies 
for the dead had furnifh’d him with. What 
he has taken from the initiation is fomething 
more difguisd; but in the three trials of fire, 

ace | water, 
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water, and air, are plainly difcover’d the 
three purifications the fouls of men were to 
go thro’ before they return’d to life ; which 
the greateft of the latin poets borrow’d from 
him, in the fixth book of his Aineid; Infectum 
eluitur fcelus, aut exuritur igni: not to omit 
the circumftance of fufpenfion in the agitated 
air, or in the winds: Su/penfe ad ventos. The 
waters of forgetfulnefs, and the gate of ivory 
have their places there. Hercules returning 
with Alcefte out of hell, and Thefeus con- 
demn'd to fit there for ever, are the two dif- 
ferent fymbols of thofe, who either pafs'd 
thro’, or fail’d in their trials. But farther, 
Orpheus gave a fymbolical or difguis’d hif- 
tory of his initiation ; whenconnecting what | 
had pafs’d in his mind, with what a¢tually — 
happen’d to him at his laft trial, he fuppos’d, 
that he had infallibly brought Eurydice 
back again from hell; if he had not, con- 
trary to the law prefcrib'd him, look’d 
back before he recover’d the light of the 
day. 


Even thefe allegories are nothing in com- 
parifon with the myfteries of Ceres, which 
he aCtually inftituted at Eleufina, after the 
model of thofe of Ifis; and which he divided 
into greater and leffer myfteries, in the fame 
view as the greater and leffer initiations were 
diftinguifh’d in Egypt. The firft was only 
beftow'd upon natives of the country; = 

me 
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the fecond only to foreigners. Both one and 
the other, as well at Eleufina as at Egypt, 
were oblig’d to a fecrecy which had never 
been violated but at the expence of the life of 
him who reveal’d any of thefe myfteries, 
either by a formal fentence, or by other 
means, in whatever part of the world he 
might happen to be; and theh they never 
fail’d of altering, at leaft in part, fuch of 
their practice as had been teveal’d. This is 
the reafon why we know fo little of the 
antient ceremonies. What I am acquaint- 
ed with myfelf came to my knowledge only 
by means of fome uncommon documents 
very difficult to be decypher’d ; which, in 
the confufion of the wars, had been taken 
out of the archives where they were treafur’d 
up, and which the poffeffors of them very 
carefully conceal’d. And tho’ to this day ini- 
tiations are in practice, both in Egypt and in 
Greece, they are not forigid, nor are the myfte- 
ries to which they are introductory fo fecret. 
Perfons of diftinction are admitted without 
any probation. Even children are frequently 
confecrated to Ifis, or to Ceres, which in the 
main are but oneand the fame goddefs, with- 
out any condition, and merely by the devo- 
tion of their parents. 


BuT to return to Sethos; the whole firft 
day and night following were, as cuftomary, 
allow’d him for reft. His table was ferv'd 

in 
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in the fame manner as at the palace ; and in- 
ftead of his ordinary domefticks, he was at- 
tended by a good number of officers of the 
fecond order ; but he was not allow’d to ftir 
out of his apartment all that day; and his 
confinement there would have been longer, if 
there had been any other candidate in the 
priefts houfe before him ; for then he muft 
have waited till they had gone thro’ their 


exercifes, 


THE next morning, fome hours after fun- 
rife, the priefts came to inform Sethos, that 
he muft begin a faft of feurfcore and one days 
in different degrees of aufterity: During 
the whole time he was to drink nothing but 
water: In the firft two months he was to eat 
as much bread as he pleas’d; and for his 
meals fruits, either raw or only dry’d in the 
fun. But this courfe of diet was more tolerable 
in Egypt than in any other country. The fol- 
lowing twenty-one days were divided into 
two parts ; the firft twelve days he was to 
have as much bread as he wou’d, but only © 
eight ounces of fruit every day; and the laft 
nine days the faft was to be very fevere, for 
he was to have only eighteen ounces of bread 
with water. During the feventy-two firft 
days, he was to eat his meals alone, and at 
fuch hours as he liked beft. He was to lie 
in a bed without curtains, on girths of Papy- 
rus ftretch’d tight, with only a bolfter, and 


two 
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two fheets of linnen ; of which the upperrhoft 
might be doubled into as many folds as he 
pleas’d. He was allow’d to lie but fix hours, 
and at noon he might take an hour’s nap fitting. 
This was all that related to the purification 
of the body, or the firft of the three parts of 
initiation. ‘The two others were the purifi- 
cation of the mind, and the manifeftation. 


THE purification of the mind confifted of 
two parts, * invocation and inftruction. The 
invocation was only affifting an hour every 
morning and evening at the facrifices which 
were offer'd in fight of all the people, but the 
candidate was fo plac’d that he could neither 
fee them nor be feen. The inftruction confifted 
of more particulars: The candidate was firft 
of all acquainted, that it chiefly concern’d 
the duties incumbent on him in the conditi- 
_ on of life he was in, and that his examina- 
tion would be only on that head. Mean 
time the priefts held every day two confe- 
rences on this account, at which he was 
oblig'd tobe prefent. In the morning-confe- 


* Befides the treatife of Meurfius, call’d Eleufina, the 
yeader may confult what father Laffiteau, in his cuftoms 
of the favages, t. 1. p. 221. and fol. fays of the initiations 
of theantients. He begins by thefe words : The initia- 
tions to the myfteries were a praëtical fchool of religion 
and virtue, inftituted by the antients to inftru& men 
how to live up to the principles of reafon and prudence. 
And this is in effe& the idea Cicero gives us of them : 
De leg. 2. &:. a | 
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rence one of them fpent an hour in ex- 
plaining the general principles of the Egyp- 
tian religion. He * inculcated the notion of 
one only God, who by his knowledge 
conceiv’d the world, before he form’d it by 
his will. But to comply with the frailty of 
mankind, they were allow’d to adore the dif- 
ferent attributes of his effence, and the dif- 
ferent effects of his goodnefs, under the 
fymbols of the ftars, as the fun and the planets ; 
of renown'd perfonages, as Ofiris, Jupiter, 
Mercury ; and even of terreftrial bodies, as 
animals and plants +. He added, chat the 
fubaltern deities were likewife fpirits, whofe 
miniftry the fupreme God thought expedient 
to employ in the government of the univerfe. 
He did not forget that fpirit, who was the 
tempter of men, and the difturber of nature, 
reprefented by Typhon, by the evil genius’s, 
and by pernicious animals and poifonous 
plants. From thence he proceeded to explain 
the ceremonies they put in practice to win 
the favour of the beneficent deities, or to 
avert the anger of the mifchievous. The 
Egyptians by this confus’d idea of unity in 
the divine being, and of multiplicity in his 
fymbols, are the firft authors of what has 


* La&ant. L 1. 

+ The Ab. Banier obferves very juftly, that the firft 
fathers of the church demonftrated to the Pagans, that 
this interpretation did not clear them from idolatry. © 
Origin of fables, p. 2. p. 266. 
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been the moft fublime in poser 13 


nions, and the moft grofs in popular fuperfti- 
tions. Befides this, the phyfical and hiftorical 
origins of the denominations of thefe fecon- 
dary deities, and of the varieties of the wor- 
fhip paid to them, were expounded ina man- 
ner {o learned and fo curious, that Sethos fome- 
times envy’d thefe men, who being freed from 
all the incumbrances of life, could devotethem- 
{elves wholly to fuch fatisfa@tory enquiries, 


Tue evening conference lafted an hour 
and half. The only fubjeét was morality. 

One ofthe priefts began, by laying down 
_ general maxims of it, which he afterwards 
apply’d to fuch cafes or inftances as beft 
fuited the circumftances of the candidate. 
Then other priefts made objections ; which 


were an{wer'd by the firft. In thefe confe-  . 


rences the candidate was not allow’d to {peak ; 
but in the familiar converfations, which the 
priefts held twice a day among themfelves, 
he was free to {peak his mind, not on reli- 
gion but on morals; in which they endea- 
vour'd to fatisfy all his queftions or objec- 
tions. Befides which, all the priefts, whofe 
bufinefs it was to teach their divinity, were 
oblig’d to receive him into their clofets when- 
ever he came during the intervals of his ex- 
ercifes. This freedom, which he enjoy'd 
forty-two days, gave the candidate an oppor- 
tunity of unfolding the moft inward recelies of 

his 
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his mind, and even of relating fuch actions 
of his life, as he could fuppofe might tend 
to his honour : and the priefts, on their parts, 
gave great attention to fim, in order to dif- 
cover his character and inclinations. For 
whereas in other fchools, one fingle mafter 
was the inftruétor of many difciples, here 
the whole college of priefts was employ’d to 
inftrut one candidate. Their wives, who 
in compliment were ftil’d priefteffes, tho’ in 
Egypt ~ had no facerdotal functions, at 
leaft in the fuperior temples, dwelt with 
them under the fame roof: But the four 
{tories of this houfe being double, the prieft’s 
apartments look’d towards the gardens, and 
thofe of the priefteffes forwards. Of thefe 
two fides, which were feparated by a gallery, 
that deftin’d for the women was call’d, like- 
wife by favour, the facerdotal palace; where- 
as the other fide was only ftil'd the prieft’s 
houfe. The prieftefles had the liberty of 
their hufbands apartments, but not of their 
clofets. ‘They never went into the halls, or 
common offices of the houfe; but they had 
the freedom of the galleries, and of thofe 
paffages alone which led to the galleries of 
the temple, and into the gardens. The 
candidate was forbid to {peak to them, or fo 
much as to falute them, where-ever he met 
them, though he generally knew them, and 
had feen them, perhaps, in the apartments 
of the king and queen, whither they went 

ni | at 
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at certain hours, as other ladies did. By this 
the candidate was taught, that he muft know 
how to deny himfelf fometimes thofe things 
which were lawful in themfelves, tho’ within 
his reach. But that which will appear, with- 
out doubt, mortifying to well-bred gentle- 
men, thefe ladies; who were moft of them 
of fingular beauty, never pafsd by him 
without paying him their refpect, and he 
was nut fuffer'd to make the lea{ft fhew of a 
return. By this he was put toa trial of that 
fortitude with which every virtuous man ought 
to refift the charms of the fex when they ap- 
pear in competition with his duty. 


Own the evening of the forty-fecond day, 
.the candidate was inform’d, that the next 
day he muft commence a filence of eigh- 
teen days complete; during which he muft 
not utter one fingle word, nor even make 
any fign to exprefs his thoughts, on any 
account whatfoever ; only in cafe of illnefs, 
he might demonftrate it by laying his hand 
to his heart: but if he did not give this fign, | 
fuch of the priefts as were phyficians, could 
eafily perceive it; and in this cafe, all his 
exercifes were fufpended, and he was look’d 
after with a great deal of care: But after his 
recovery, whatever day of the three months 
the purification of his mind was interrupted, 
he was oblig’d to begin again. The candidate 
was offer'd at the fame time a certain number 
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‘of proper books, tables to write on, and a 
ftylus or iron pen to write with, if he had 
not thought to afk for them before. But Sethos 
had this forefight the very fecond day of his 
retirement. He conceiv’d, that the frequent 
vifits he was allow’d to make to the priefts, and 
the queftions he might be continually afking 
-them, would not conduce fo much to his in- 
-ftruction, as-recollection and reading. He had 
‘already copy’d all that he was able to remem- 
ber of thetr moral conferences, and had en- 
deavour’d, by meditation, to go back to the 
grounds of every particular queftion. By 
this means his mind was ftor’d beforehand 
with all the anfwers which he heard given by 
the prieft, who held the conference, to all 
the queftions and objections ftarted to him 
by the others: And in, their private conver- 
fations, they all admir'd the accuracy and 
modefty of his decifians. But thefe conver- 
dations were now to be fufpended : His other 
exercifes remain’d the fame, and the two con- 
ferences were continu’d during the whole 
eighteen days. However, he was not call’d 
40 thefe exercifes as before, but was oblig'd 
to repair punctually thither at the common 
fignal. In a word, he had no other notice 
given him, but by being awak’d mornings 
and afternaons. He had the liberty of the 
gardens, but he was not to take notice of any 
perfon, either man or woman; fo that he 
was all alone as it were, in the midft of a 

‘Vor. I N houfe 
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houfe full of people. On the other hand, 


nobody, either man or woman, feem’d to 
take any notice of him; nor was any manner 
of attendance given him, excepting that his 
food was brought once a day into his apart- 
ments when he was abfent. The prieft, who 
inform’d him of this new regulation, ac- 
quainted him, that he was enjoin’d to the 
moft rigid obfervance of it: that they ex- 
cufed fome fmall inadvertencies which he 
had been guilty of during the forty-two pre- 
ceding days; but that the leaft violation of 
the rules now prefcrib’d him would forfeit 
his liberty for the remainder of his life. 
Upon this the prieft, without ftaying for any 
anfwer from Sethos, led away Amedes, who 
not having quitted this young prince hitherto, _ 
left him, as it may be imagin’d, overwhelm’d 
with grief. It was not that they ever defign’d 
to put their threats in execution, but the 

did it to put the candidates to a trial under 
this fituation of mind, in order to give 
them an opportunity of exerting their cou- 
rage; for they wink’d at any {mall failures 
in thofe whom they judg’d worthy of the ini- 
tiation in other refpects. 


NotTuincG could more fenfibly affect 
Sethos than to be feparated from his gover- 
nour, whom he efteem’d as a father. The 
folitude he was now left in, which was but 
as a trial or exercife, made him reflect — | 
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the real fituation of his fortune, to which he 
had, properly {peaking, as yet not open’d his 
eyes. He recall’d to his mind the lofs of a 
mother, and the fucceffion to the throne, 
with the lofs of which he was threatned ; 
and nature prevailing, either over the un- 
fettlednefs of his youth, which he had hardly 
quitted, or over the heroick fortitude which 
was vifibly growing up in him, he fhed 
a torrent of tears. But confidering at laft 
the vanity and weaknefs of fuch a confola- 
tion, he arm’d himfelf with refolution and 
conftancy, and had the courage to promife 
within himfelf, that, what ever ftate of life he 
might fall into, he would never feek comfort 
in tears, but would look upon virtue as a 
man’s only good and fupport. ; 


TH £ next morning, foon after he rofe, 
he faw three priefts with very auftere coun- 
tenances, enter his chamber. It was very 
fhocking for the candidate to fee thefe men, 
who before had fhewn him all marks of 
friendfhip and complacency, approach him 
with the appearance of fevere judges. They 
came to reproach him, not for the {mail 
faults he might have been guilty of fince 
the commencement of his preparation, which 
were only failings for that time and place, 
but for the defective or vicious difpofitions 
they had obferv’d, either in his converfation 
or manners, Buc they did not ftop there; 
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for, as the refolution which is neceffary in a 
perfon to expofe himfelf to the trials of the 
initiation is hardly to be met with but in 
perfons of note, the priefts knew pretty well, 
either from their own intelligence, or pub- 
lick farne, all their perfections or defects. 
Befides, as it was common for people to come 
for advice or prediction to the priefts, whom 
they fuppos’d to have a profound knowledge 
in futurity and hidden caufes ; they fpared 
no diligence to get information under hand of 
all the fecrets as well of princes as of private 
perfons; to which, the induftry of their 
wives, and the officers of the fecond order, 
who went abroad, did not a little contribute. 
And after a candidate was fhut up amongft 
them, they employ’d their utmoft care to 
gether all poffible circumftances of his life. 
This they put him to a ftrange furprize, by 
recalling to his mind fuch of his paft actions 
as might merit cenfure, and by reprimand- 
ing him in proportion to the heinoufnefs of 
the cafe, without fo much as allowing him 
to open his mouth : They even forbid him 
Iofing any time to juftify himfelf in writing ; 
but then they took all imaginable precaution 
‘not to lay any — to his charge but what 
was ftri€tly true. This vexatious exercife was 
dhorter or longer every time, and was conti- 
‘ued more or fewer'days, according to the 
Mature of the fubject ; and-they infinuatéd: to 
‘many, ‘that chéy knew tnorethan'they would 
A t << fay. 
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fay. But, with refpect to Sethos, whom 
the priefts had nothing to reproach with, 
they only reprov’d him for the tears he had 
fhed the foregoing evening, and which he fup- 
pos'd had been feen by none : They repeated 
to him the very fame reflections he had made 
himfelf ; after which they retir'd, and cam 
no more. _ 


TowARD the evening of the laft day of | 


filence, the three priefts came into the candi- 
date’s apartment with a ferene countenance. 
They told him, that one of the wholfomeft 
inftructions a wife man cauld receive, was 
that which he drew from his own faults, 
That he muft not fail to correct and amend 
them ; but that he ought not to conceive fuch 
a fhame for them as might be difcouraging 
and unprofitable. They added, that they 
had admitted guilty perfons to the initiation, 
but that their hiftory did not furnifh a fingle 
example of the meaneft of the Egyptian ini- 
tjates, who after admiffion had abandon’d the 


paths of the nobleft virtue. That he was . 


going to be incorporated with a body of men, 
which merit alone had form’d, and which, 
tho’ it had no pre-eminence of itfelf, poffefs’d, 
however, the firft place in the efteem of all 
men. They went fo far as to tell him, that 
though initiation was but a participation of 
the priefthood, it was their birth made 
them priefts ; whereas initiates were chofen 
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men, who only attath'd to that dignity by a 
merit that had been feverely try’d. They 
then inform’d him, that beginning at the 
following day, in which he would be al- | 
low’d to refume the ufe of his fpeech, they 
would give him twelve days to recollect in 
writing, or in his memory, what he had 
learn’d in the conferences he had heard, 
or from his lectures ; in order to prepare 
him to anfwer to three queftions in mora- 
lity, which they fhould propofe to him at 
the expiration of thisterm. It was for this 
end that the conferences now ceas’d, that he 
might not be perplex’d with new fubjeéts for 
application. That they would only hold one 
difcourfe a day, to fpend their leifure time, 
and that it fhould be upon a fubjeét a little 
differing from the former; to which he 
might only give fuch attention as he fhould 
judge proper. That his attendance at prayers 
and facrifices fhould be no longer than his 
piety and inclination fhould direét. To con- 
clude, that he fhould have the fame liberty. 
as before to converfe with all the priefts either 
in publick or private ; and that he even might 
falute the priefteffes, but he was defir’d how- 
ever not to {peak to them, 


SetHOos, who had before made great 
advances, as well in virtue as knowledge, 
had gain’d extraordinary advantage during 
his retreat and filence with regard to ra 

thefe 
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thefe views: fo that at the beginning of this 
third month, he feem’d, in fome meafure, 
to be equal to the priefts ; and from chence- 
_ forth they behav’d to him as great men are 
wont to doto one another. He had fo much 
refolution and prefence of mind the firft day 
not to afk again for Amedes, who was 
out of fight; and the priefts, who did 
not fufpe& him of indifferency, perceiv'd he 
was ready himfelf to meet every trial they 
were willing to fubject his mind to. How- 
ever, he was reftor’'d to him the fame even- 
ing: But the politenefs, which was natural to 
him, having prompted him to take advantage 
of the freedom which was allow’d him with 
refpect to the prieftefles, he was not a little 
furpriz’d, that the firft time he faluted two 
or three of them, whom he met together in 
a walk of the garden, they did not return : 
him the compliment. He was, in fome 
meafure, afham’d that he had not prefuppos’d 
fome fuch referve in a place like that : and 
turning this trifle to advantage, he imagin’d 
they would thereby inure him to comply 
with the cuftoms of every place, tho’ never 
fo fingular or trivial. 


T He difcourfes or conferences of the two 
preceding months had been held by priefts of 
the greateft ability and experience in the 
fubjects they had treated. But if in the whole : 
clafs of facred literature there was one man 

| N 4 fuperior 
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fuperior in genius and eloquence : it was he 
who was employ’d toholdthe twelve laft dif- 
courtes ‘at the beginning of this laft month. 
For his general fubject he chofe the GENIUS 
OF A TRUE INITIATE. An initiate, faid 
he, is a new man, in whom the love of 
virtue and his duty has taken place of all 
thofe paffions which were before the motives 
of all his actions. In every juncture, what 
he will do is infallibly vifible in what he 
ought to do. Life is of no account to him. 
It is neither example, nor opportunity, nor 
a tranfitory paflion which engages him to 
expofe it. Thefe circumftances are neceflary 
to the man of pañfion : but the man of prin- 
ciple, fuch as an initiate, holds, as it were, 
his life in his hand ; and if he has not put 
it to ftake, it is becaufe his duty has not yet 
requir'd it, Glory is generally infeparable 
from thofe eminent virtues which we fee 


Fhe Esfe of SETHOS. Ig 
diftinguifh'd by the moft fhining dignities, 
Ambition has prompted moft candidates to 
fubmit to the trials of the bedy; but the 
trials of the mind have eradicated. that ambi- 
tion. In whetever rank an initiate finds 
himfelf plac’d, either by his birth or fortune, 
he believes himfelf to be eftablith’d in ic 
for no other end, but for the benefit of his 
country, and even, if poffible, for the whole 
race of mankind. So confequently, this man, 
_ not being to be biafs’d by any defire, or any — 
fear of his own, is taken up with all the de- 
fires, and all the fears of thofe whom he is 
to make happy, as their mafter, or to ferve, 
as their fellow-eitizen. On this occafjon he 
alledg’d the feveral great things, which the 
firft heroes of Egypt, who inftituted the 
worfhip of the gods, and the initiation, had 
done for the world ; the fecurity, happinefs 
and glory which they had at firft procur’d for _ 
Egypt itfelf : But, added he, their magnani- 
mous valour not being to be confin’d within 
bounds fo ftreight, they carry’d their profit- 
able arts to nations as uncultivated as their 
lands ; they purg’d the country of robbers, 
and the feas of pyrates ; or they transform’d 
them into a ‘civiliz’d people by the laws 
they fubjeted them to, the fciences they 
‘taught them, and above all, by the heroick 
virtues of which they fet them examples: Ic 
is to them, in fhort, the world owes that 
form we now fee it in. He afterwards men- 
s . Woy tein ae : 2 a. i 2 8 tion d 
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mention’d the names of the moft famous ini- 
tiates of the following ages, and related thofe 
paflages of their lives, which were as affect- 
ing by the fingularity of the incidents, as the 
generofity of their actions. He finifh'd his 
relation of thefe wonders by faying, that 
the foul of an initiate, that foul fo couragious 
and fo fublime, was humble, gentle, and in- 
dulgent. This man, who centers all the vir- 
tues in himfelf, efteems, and praifes the leaft 
footfteps of them which appear in others. 
He places them above him, who defpair ever 
to come up to him. He can witnefs for the 
fincerity of his intention, but he miftrufts his 
own thoughts and his views. He perceives 
he is uncapable of committing an injuftice or 
a crime ; but he acknowledges himfelf liable 
to all the frailties of nature. Tho’ always 
upon his guard againft faults, he isever ready 
to acknowledge the commiffion of them. He 
is, in fhort, a man without blemifh, who is 
always ftudying to amend ; and a perfect 
man, who is ever ftriving to make himfelf 
more perfect. 


Tus picture of an initiate, of which I 
have here given buta faint fketch, tranfported 
Sethos’s admiration. He faid to Amedes, 
Father, how came it to pafs that the priefts 
fpoke fo indifferently of thefe laft difcourfes, 
which I juft now heard; that was, no doubt, 
one of their niceft trials, to fee whether J 

had 
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had a tafte for virtue ; whether the {plendor 
of it would attract my notice ; and whether I 
fhould be fenfible of its charms? Oh! it 1s 
now I begin to live ; ‘tis only the true initiate, 
the virtuous man, knows the fublimity of his 
being ; he alone enjoys his mind ; thofe who 
fet their hearts upon other objects, are not 
worthy to be call’d men. Thefe laft dif- 
courfes are fo far from being of little moment, 
as the priefts feem’d to infinuate, that they 
will enable me to anfwer all the queftions 
they may put to me. I fhall talk from the 
fountain-head ; and all I have to do for the 
future, will be to conform the reft of my life to 
my anfwers. But, father, continu’d he, I muft 
have been ftrangely blind hitherto, notto per- 
ceive in you thofe fublime virtues, of which 
I have now fo glorious an idea. It was, with- 
out doubt, that humility and indulgence 
wherein partly confifts the character of a 
true initiate, that have conceal’d you from 
my fight. The king, my grandfather, and 
the queen, my mother, faw you thro’ this 
veil, when they fingled you out for their 
counfellor and their minifter. Son, anfwer’d 
Amedes, it is fufficient for me if it be true 
that I have not difhonour’d the title I bear of 
an initiate ; but it is for another man to give 
true luftre to it: The greatnefs of your birch 
impofes laws on you of a larger extent ; but 
then it furnifhes you with greater powers for 
the practice of eminent virtues, and actions 


of 
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of generofity. I was fenfible of my incapa-. 
city to educate a prince like you, and there- 
fore I immediately borrow’d the affiftance of ' 
all the fchools of Memphis, to teach you the 
fciences under mafters more able than my- 
felf ; and I have endeavour’d to add to t 
vigilance with which a governour ought to 
attend a private education, that emulation 
which is rarely feen in a pupil, unlefs in a 
publick one. But the fciences are nothing 
in comparifon to virtue. Who could better 
inftruct you in that than thofe men, who 
have attaind a confummate knowledge of 
all laws divine and human ? Common fame. 
gives fome {mall advantage in other particu-. 
Jars to certain priefts of Egypt above thofe 
of Memphis; but, at the fame time, allows 
the preference to thefe in the knowledge of 
morality. What more proper time could they 
take to difcourfe to you of virtue in the moft 
{ublime manner, than while you are preparing: 
for the initiation? This privilege, which has 
been coveted by the greateft men, and which, 
in their efteem, crowns a long feries of won- 
derful actions, is become a part of your edu- 
cation, and of confequence, my ig is an 
soEngerent to you to begin where they left 


OH. 


T we day after thefe twelve days, the high- 
prieft, follow'd by feveral others, came into 
Sethos’s apartment the moment after he was 
a ee . : j à - 2 ate ‘ rifen, 
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rifen, and faid to him, Son, I come to pro- 
pofe the three queftions to you, which you 
muft give anfwer to in nine days. All our 
inftructions faid he, and even your reading 
Will be laid afide for that time: We fufpend 
even our common converfations, and you are 
not allow’d to fpeak to any of us in particular 
till the expiration of that term. It is from 
the gods alone you muft henceforth intreat 
that knowledge you may ftand in need of. 
For thefe nine days you fhall lie in the fan- 
étuary behind the ftatues of the three deities, 
that the goddefs Ifis may, if fhe pleafe, in- 
ftruét you even in your dreams. We fhall 
évery morning, when you awake, and before 
the gates of the temple are open’d to the 
people, offer a facrifice to her, and invoke 
her to pour her wifdom into your foul. You 
may fpend as much time in the temple as 
you fhall think convenient ; and in our gar- 
dens you may meditate upon your anfwers. In 
the mean time, to alleviate your folitude in 
fome meafure, you will be fent for twice 
every day to our table ; but you muft obferve 
a profound filence, and keep up ftriétly to the 
aufterity which was at firft prefcrib’d you for 
thefe ‘nine days ; during which, you muft 
faft with bread and water. Give now atten- 
tion to the three queftions I have to propofe 
to you : “What is the principal virtue of a 
hero ?' Does *heroifm confit tn: exceeding the 

Le | bounds 
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bounds of duty ? Is it heroick to facrifice even 
one’s honour to the intereft of our country, 
or the general good of mankind? The high- 
prieft, having twice more diftinétly repeated 
thefe three queftions, retir’d with the priefts 
that were in his company. 


-Setuos being now the fecond time left 
alone, the firft thing that he did, was to write 
down the three queftions propos’d to him, 
that he might not forget them. The firft 
reflection he made, after confidering them 
in general, was, that the priefts, who, from 
the firft day of his coming thither, had in- 
form’d him, that their inftruétions, and his 
examination would turn chiefly upon his con- 
dition; had difcourfed very little to him upon 
the duties of a king in particular, and had 
made no manner of mention of them in their 

ueftions. He concluded from thence, that 
des at leaft forefaw he would never attain to 
the royal dignity, and that all he was to ex- 
pect was, to be a hero: After having utter’d 
fome fighs for his misfertune, and the frail- 
ty of his father, he refolv’d to fubmit to the 
deftiny the gods had prepar’d for him, -and 
promis’d, with their affiftance, to conform 
himfelf to it. | 


G o1NG out of his apartment towards the 
temple, he perceiv'd there was a profound 
| filence 
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filence throughout the whole houfe. And, 
indeed, during thefe nine days, the priefts, 
and all that inhabited this vaft manfion, took 
care not to talk in his prefence ; and in his 
abfence they only whifper’d, and that but 
upon emergent occafions: At other times 


the prieft and prieftefles walk’d, and difcours'd 


together at different hours in the garden. But 


during thefe nine days, Sethos never faw any 
body there ‘but the priefts, who by turns 
watch’d the Ox Apis hae graz'd in the park, 
which was in the middle of it. The women 
from the city carfie to the priefteffes, or to 
the facerdotal palace by the ftreet-way, but 
the À sr never open’d the gallery-doors 
to them. Thefe doors were even fhut to the 
prieftefles themfelves during the nine days, 
and they had no manner of communication 
with the inward part of the houfe, tho’ their 
hufbands were always allow’d to go to them. 
Both men and women, that had any bufinefs 
with the priefts, were not at any time ad- 
mitted farther than the outward halls : fo that 
no alteration being made without, it was 
never known in the city when there was a 
candidate with the priefts: and this, as well 
as the other fecrets of the houfe, was kept as 
inviolably by their wives, and the officers of 
the fecond order, as by themfelves. 


SETHOS was not a little furpriz’d 
upon being led into the common re- 
 fectory, 
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fectory, to find the priefts table no better ferv'd 
than his ; and that confining themfelves, on 
his account, to the fame faft which they had 
enjoin’d him, they had at each of their two 
meals no greater allowance than himfelf, 
viz. nine ounces .of bread and a little water. 
He thenceconcluded, that the priefts regarded 
the juftnefs of his anfwers as a matter of very 
great importance; and that requir’d his deep- 
eft reflection. However, as thofe who afpir’d 
to the initiation, fome of whom were officers 
of war, had not all the gift of elocution, ner 
were all capable of giving an advantageous 
turn to their thoughts, a fault in exprefiion 
was no hinderance to them, it being by no 
means a trial of wit or eloquence which 

pretended to put them to: all the candidate 
had to do, was to manifeft that he poffefs’d 
an upright beneficent heart, purg’d from that 
errour, which is but too common in thofe 
who knowing their power, think their 
grandeur confifts in fetting themfelves above 
all rule, and being fear'd by other men. .It 
is true, when fuch perfons did come under 
their hands, who were prompted to afpire 
to the initiation by no other motives but teme- 
rity or ambition, or who feem’d incerrigible ; 
‘they took pleafure in ridding the world of 
them, by fending them to -exercife their 
valour and cunning in their fubterraneous 


manfions. Many. of thofe conquerors and 
| politi- 


i. 
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politicians fo famed in our hiftories would 
have been bury’d alive here. However, 
{uch examples were very raré. "Fhey mutt 
have been very ignorant, who, before they 
attempted the probation, did not know that 
the character of an initiate was a com- 
pound of all the virtues. And if they did 
not know it before; muft have been very 
untractable not to reform their judgments 
and manners by all the inftructions and re- 
proofs beftow’d upon them during the courfe 
of the purification of their minds. It was next 
to an impoffibility for an initiate, after being 
confirm'd, to degenerate from his profeflion. 
There is no emulation among men more 
powerful thar that of keeping up the honour 
of a fmall fociety into which we are ad- 
mitted by mérit and virtue. This emulation 
was, perhaps, not fo efficacious in foreign 
initiates ; becaufe not having the example of 
their brethren before their eyes, they might 
forget their engagements: But as they were 
only made partakers of the fecond or parti- 
cular initiation, they were not entirely of 
the fame order with the Egyptian initiates, 
and the honour of their fociety was not de- 
pendent on them. 


SetTuos had already fpent five whole 
days in meditating upon his anfwers ; when 
notice was brought to the high-prieft, that 

Voz. I. O there 
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there was at the gate of the temple a young 
Carthaginian, who feem’d by his air and at- 
tendants, to be a perfon of the higheft di- 
{tinétion. He publickly declared, he had 
been doom’d by the fenate of his city ta 
repair to Memphis, to feck atonement for 
the death of his brother, whom he had bad 
the misfortune to kill in a battle. 


THE 


THE 
L I F E 
S ET HO S 


<b BOUT twenty years before, a 
MSG} Tyrian, by name Zoros, of the 
2 offspring of Cadmus, a man of 
bs valour and knowledge, had laid 
the foundation of the city of 
Carthage, or at leaft had enlarg’d the bounds 
of Carthada. In his frequent voyages to efta- 
blifh a trade on all the coafts of the Mediter- 
ranean, he had found no place for a fettle- 
ment fo convenient as this little city, built 
02 upon 
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upon that agreeable fhore, which has ever 
fince been call’d, The fojourn of the nymphs. 
He at laft refolv’d to fettle at Carthada, and 
to inlarge it. To this end he carry’d all his 
veffels thither, laden with immenfe riches. 
: He was receiv’d with joy by the inhabitants, 
who were not yetarriv'dto that pitch of opu- 
lency they foon after attain’d to by his affiduity. 
He enlarg’d and embellifh’d it to fuch a 
degree, that it was hardly known to be the 
fame ; and he preferv’d its ancient name, 
only adding to it a Phoenician termination. 
The memory of Cadmus, from whom Zoros 
was defcended, and whofe virtues he purfu’d, 
made him valu’d, not only by the citizens of 
Carthage, but of all thofe cities which were 
built by this hero 200 years before, in the 
neighbourhood of it; and with which the 
country call’d Zeugitania was fill’d. Thus 
Zoros, in a very fhort time, form’d a confi- 
derable ftate : but to render his growing 
authority more acceptable, he chofe to give 
his government the form of an ariftocracy. 
He inftituted a fenate compos’d of ten citi- 
zens of Carthage, and of two of every other 
city, and for himfelf he only retain'd the 
title of prince of.the fenate. This, according 
+0 my memoirs, is the true origin of the city 
of Carthage, and conformable to the teftimo- 
nies of Philiftus, Appianus of Alexandria, and 
fome others of our authors, put together; for 
the hiftory of Dido is pofterior to this epoch 
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by fome hundreds of years; and it is befides 
certain, that this fugitive princefs ‘only builc 
the citadel of Byrfa, as an addition to this 
city, which was long before founded. 


Tue high-prieft would immediately have 
known the name of the young Carthaginian, 
whofe fame was already fufficiently fpread, bur 
he would declare it to none but to him in per- 
fon, thinking thereby to infinuate himfelf in- - 
to his efteem. He was not yet acquainted 
with the character of thefe inflexible men, 
who, in points of religion, were no refpecters 
of perfons. The high-prieft fent to acquaint 
him, that he fhould not receive him in the 
temple, but he muft prefent himfelf at the 
gate of their college. ‘That, in the mean 
time, he might have forborn divulging 
himfelf an action which demanded an 
atonement, and that thefe circumftances 
ought to have been reveal’d to the priefts 
alone. The Carthaginian, who was more 
afham’d of this reprimand than of his odi- 
ous exploit, in which he privately gloriéd, 
fuffer’d himfelf to be led peaceably to the gate 
appointed. ‘They made him come in alone, 
and told his attendants, they would hear no 
more of him till after three days. The high- 
prieft, to whom he. was introduc’d ftanding 
in the midft of his companions, without al- 
lowing him time to fpeak, told him; That 
before he made enquiry whether he had flairi 
| O 3 his 
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his brother fpontaneoufly, or by accident ; 
whether it was an actual affaflination, or a 
murder committed under the pretext of the 
publick good, or his own defence ; they all. 
look'd upon the fatal occafion which had 
brought him to this unfortunate action (fo re- 
pugnant to nature) asa great mark of the anger 
of the gods pour’'d down upon him: That he 
wou’d be put three days under ftrict confine- 
ment, and wou’d be allow’d but what was 
barely neceffary for his fubfiftance. Accor- 
ding to the laws of Egypt, added he, not 
only he who kills, but he who does not, to 
the urmoft of his power, defend a perfon that. 
is attack’d, and in danger of being affaffi- 
nated, is guilty of death. Wedon’t fubject 
ftrangers to. our laws, knowing, that with 
many, the À some gg of homicide extends 
no farther than exile; and the favourable tri- 
bunal of atonement is not fanguinary even 
in Egypt. We endeavour to infpire a fear of 
the gods, and a terror of their judgments into 
thofe Egyptians who are brought before us 
only for accidents or involuntary misfortunes, 
and into. thofe ftrangers who are often fent 
tous for their crimes ; that as well one as the 
other may depart from hence more circum- 
fpect, and, if poffibke, more virtuous than 
the innocent themfelves. However faid he, 
to conclude, prepare to morrow to give a 
faithful account of your action in our full 
aflembly. ’Till then, we will hear nothing 


concerning 
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concerning you. If your confeffion be then 
fincere, it will abfolve you before the gods ; 
but if, on the contrary, it is falfe or difguis'd, 
notwithftanding the exteriour expiation you 
will receive, you will carry away your eternal 
damnation. | 


THE next morning the Carthaginian was 
fent for out of his prifon, and brought as a 
criminal, cloath’d in fackcloth, into a great 
oval hall. The high-prieft was feated at the 
upper end, and all the other priefts on each 
fide of him on feats fomething lower than 
his, as at the tribunal of the labyrinth. Ini- 
tiates were allow’d to affift at thefe courts : 
fo Amedes and Orpheus were prefent at this : 
they were plac’d below all the priefts, and 

oung Sethos fate without the row, and be- 
ow the initiates. As it was the trial of a 
foreigner, who could not know him, and as 
his exercifes were fo far advanc’d, they 
thought it might be of advantage to him to 
hear judgment pronounc’d in a caufe, which 
ier to be of importance and fingular. 

e Carthaginian ftanding, and bare-headed, 
thus addrefs'd himfelf to the court in the 
Egyptian tongue, of which he was perfectly 


mafter. 


VENERABLE chief of this facred college, 
and you the priefts of the great goddefs Ifis ; 
you fee here before you Saphon, the fon of 

| O 4 the 
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the renowned Zoros, founder of Carthage, 
the eftablifher and prince of his fenate. Tho’ 
my brother Gifcon * and I were twins, the 
prerogative of elder brother has never been 
difputed me. However, my father, who 
begins to advance in years, having purpos’d 
to fettle the fucceffion, during his own life, 
call’d my right in queftion, and annex’d to 
the glory of filling his place on the throne, 
a condition, which he offer’'d my brother 
equal with me. The condition was, that 
which ever of us fhould, within the courfe of 
three years, perform the moft heroick action, 
fhould be declar’d his fucceffor, by him and 
by the fenate. I won’t attribute this thought 
of my father’s to an unjuft predilection in 
favour of my brother, tho’ my friends had 
before warn’d me of it: I rather choofe ta 
believe, that, enjoying the benefit of many 
victories I had gain’d for him ; and confidering, 
that by the fuccefs of my arms I had added alf 
Numidia to his dominions, he did not quef- 
tion but I fhould carry the prize before my 
brother ; and that fo, adding the right of 
merit to that of my birth, I might thereby: 
obtain a greater influence over the people I 
was to govern after his death. I don’t pre- 
tend by this difcourfe to infinuate that my 
* Saphon and Gifcon are mention’d in ancient authors 
who have wrote of Carthage, as very nearly related ; and 
fome place them before the Trojan war. See Mariana's 


hiftory of Spain, 1. 1. & 2. and the remarks of father 
Charenton. | | | 


brother 
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brother wanted valour. However, he not 
only had never attempted to inlarge the new 
empire of Carthage, which he might have 
done on the other fide; but he even never 
affifted me in my expeditions. Since we have 
been both of age to bear arms, his only ex- 
ploits have been to repulfe the Barbarians, 
who made frequent incurfions into our 
fouthern provinces upon which they border’d, . 
and who fometimes advanc’d to the very 
gates of Carthage. But to do juftice to his 
. vigilance and patience, ’tis certain he never 
had the opportunity of attacking and defeat- 
ing more at once than parties of forty or fifty 
of thefe rovers: fo that all thefe fkirmifhes 
join’d together,were in no meafure to be com- 
par'd to the glory and advantage of three or 
four victories I had obtain’d, and which be- 

an to make our empire one of the moft pow- 
erful hitherto known. This was the ftate of 
affairs when my father made us both the pro- 
pofal I have mention’d, in the aflembled fenate. 
I immediately concluded, that heroick actions 
were alone to be fought: in war; and being 
perfuaded that the principal virtue of a hero 
is valour, I prepar’d to fulfil the condition 
prefcrib'd, by taking arms, and extending the 
conquefts I had already begun. 


” Towarps the conclufion of the two firft 
years I had advanc’d beyond Numidia, and 
conquer’d all Mauritania Sitifenfis, fo call'd 
| from | 
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from its metropolis Sitifi, which I had taken 
after a long fiege. I propos'd to carry my 
arms to the foot of mount Atlas; and {paring 
none but the facred country of the Hefpe- 
rides, I did not defpair of reaching the banks 
of the ocean in the courfe of the third year. 
But my defigns were interrupted by an unex- 
pected and furprizing account I receiv’d from 
Carthage, which oblig’d me to return thither. 
My brother difappear'd the -very day after 
the propofal made by my father ; and I cons 
cluded from that time, that he had given up 
all pretenfion: But I was inform'd at Sitifi, 
that he was gone over to thofe rambling 
nations who before us’d to invade our terri- 
tories, and whom he himfelf had fo often 
drove from our frontiers. I was inform’d 
he {pent the two firft years of his abfence in 
going, with innumerable hazardsand fatigues, 
either to their caves, which were many miles 
diftant one from the other ; or to their tents, 
which were frequently remov'd : That, by 
force of reiterated invitations and renton- 
ftrances, he had at laft prevail'd upon chem 
to unite, and to form a civiliz’d nation, to 
build cities at proper diftances for their com- 
mon conveniency, and to lay the foundation 
of a metropolis for the center of their domi- 
nions. We foon got intelligence, that, on the 
other fide of the mountains, which we look | 
upon as our borders to the fouthward, all 
diligence was imploy’d in raifing the walls = 

| the 
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the city of Capfa, fituate on a river which 
empties itfelf into the fea over-againft the little 
Syrtes. ‘Thus thefe people, who before were 
known by no other name than that of their 
unhappy profeffion, rovers, affected now to 
to be call’d Capfans, and demanded refpect 
from their neighbours, and even from us. 
We mutt allow, that being now taken up 
with their fettlement, they had for fome 
time forbore their irruptions into our terri- 
tories: But you will eafily conceive, O! ye 
wife priefts of Memphis, what an uneafinefs 
an empire thus rifing up in the neighbour- 
hood of our own, muft caufe us. I therefore 
thought it for my honour, and a duty incum- 
bent onme, as wellas for the intereft of Car- 
thage, to oppofe the rife of this ftate. I pre- 
par’d therefore to fall upon them in their 
forts, which were not yet finifh'd, before: 
their militia or even their republick could be 
regulated. As I had already a large army, I 
was prefently in a readinefs to march. As 
foon as my brother had notice of it, he fent 
heralds to meet me ; wha, however, call’d 
themfelves deputies from the Capfans, and. 
not from him. They declar'd, that they 
had no intention of living in enmity with 
the Carthaginians; that their whole defign 
was to form a republick like ours ; with this 
difference, that the inferiority of their numbers 
depriv’d them of all thoughts of acting. upon 
the offenfive : that they had begun to — 
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forts and ftrong holds, and fhould finifh them, ” 
only to defend themfelves againft their neigh- 
bours, if they fhould be fo unjuft to oppofe 
their eftablifhment. I anfwer’d them, It was 
enough for me to look on them as enemies, 
and even as criminals, that their chief was a 
fon of the founder of Carthage, who, inftead 
of acting in conjunction with his brother for 
the glory of his nation, deftroy’d the hopes 
he had of making it one day the head of 
all the inhabited Africa, by erecting a re- 
publick in rivalfhip to his own; and who, 
if he was fuffer’d to go on, would for ever 
fet bounds to the Carthaginian empire towards 
the fouth. They reply’d, they had, indeed, 
follow’d the counfels of my brother, in form- 
ing themfelves intoa fociable and reafonable 
people, with whom we might enter into an 
‘alliance, and who would be our fhelter againft 
the incurfions of the Garamantes and other 
barbarous nations lefs civiliz'd than. they had 
been. And farther, that my brother had ac- 
cepted of no command amongft them; and 
that in cafe of a battle, it was with them 
alone I fhould engage. As m motive to this 
expedition was ftate-policy, which would not 
allow the delay of a negociation; and be- 
fides, as my whole aim was the performance 
of heroick actions, I told them, in a word, 
I would give them my final anfwer in 
battle, - | n 
J THERE 
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I THEREFORE follow’d the heralds in their 
footfteps ; and tho’ I led a whole army, they 
had enough to do to be more expeditious 
than I was. I intended to have pañfsd the 
mountains, and have met them at the foot of 
the walls of Capfa : But as foon as the Cap- 
fans had receiv’d my anfwer, they prevented 
me, by croffing thefe mountains themfelves, 
and thereby gain’d the advantage of fight- 
ing only on our territories. I was furpriz’d 
to difcover, from the eminency: of a little 
hill at fome diftance from them, an army 
that feem’d to be of about 40000 men, who 
had the mountains on their rear, thro’ the 
paflages of which they might eafily be fup- 
ply’d with frefh troops. However, as my 
army confifted of 100000 men, I thought 
my felf in a condition to attack them. 
I halted a day and a night behind the 
hill which cover’d us, knowing, that as 
foon as I came in fight, I muft engage. The 
enemy, on their fide, as if they were as much 
inclin’d as I to end the quarrel by a bat- 
tle, had left a large plain before them, whi- 
ther I led my troops in battle-array : They 
even gave them time to poft themfelves, de- 
figning, without doubt, to engage them all 
at once. But then attacking us in front, 
and on both fides, they added to the order 
and refolution of difciplin’d foldiers, as they 
actually now were, the cunning they prac- 

J us’ d 
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tisd in former times, of giving the onfet, 
and then immediately retiring. The battle, 
which began before noon, had already lafted 
full five hours, and we began to lofe, by far, 
more men than they : I therefore refoly’d 
to make dire@ly up to my brother, whom > 
I had long known by his Carthaginian ar- 
mour, and the motions he gave himfelf in 
the army he commanded ; though, for 
fhame, as I prefum’d, of being in arms againft 
his own Father, and of ftatning himfelf with 
the blood of hts own country-men, he never 
lifted up the vifor of his helmet. Notwith- 
ftanding his activity, which carry’d him to 
eyery part of the battle where he thought 
his prefence neceflary, I foon came up to 
him. ‘Traiterous fon and brother (faid I, 

accefting him) let the death of one of us 
put an end to this battle, too bloody for 
thy country. Without anfwering me, he 
with his {word put by the blow I had aim’d 
at the bottom of his helmet : But as he turn’d 
about to go away, I thruft mine to the hile 
under his armour ; and in the fame inftant 
he fell dead at his horfe’s feet. ‘This blow 
chang’d the face of the battle : The Capfans 
retir’d in good order thro’ the paflages of 
their mountains, an dwe remain’d mafters of 
the field of battle. However, as I perceiv’d 
they put themfelves in a pofture to difpute 
the paflage, and that my army, which was 
diminifh’d 3co00 men, was weary’d and dif- 
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heartned, I retir’d, and for this time aban- 
don’d the defign I had of razing the walls of 
Capfa ; fo my brother’s fatal enterprize yet 
fubfifts, notwithftanding the defeat of the 
Capfans, and his death. 


As foon as we return’d to Carthage, my 
father let me know, that the firft time he 
faw ‘me fhould be in the fenate : He there, 
in my prefence, declar'd to the whole body 
affembled, that the affliétion he could not 
forbear labouring under for the death of my 
brother, notwithftanding his infidelity, to 
which he always gave the name of evident, 
had depriv’d htm of that freedom of mind 
which was neceffary to form a found an? 
upright judgment, with refpeét to me ; and 
that therefore he referr’d it wholly to them. 
After a long deliberation, during which I 
rettr’d, I was call’d in again ; and the eldeft 
fenator, fpeaking in the name of the reft, 
faid, That the fenate, judging only by the 
exterior of things, af willing to prevent 
the danger of fo ambiguous an example as 
that of my brother, was about to condemn 
bis memory, tho’ with regret, as having 
been flain in arms againft his father and his 
country ; That in relation to me, without 
any decifion on the condition prefcrib’d, 
and annulling the propofal which had been 
made us, fince my brother being dead, and 
§ alone, it was now become unneceflary, 

they 
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they confirm’d to me, even with the confent 
of my father, the fucceffion to the princi- 
pality of the fenate, to which I had before 
a natural right by a moment of primogeni- 
ture ; but chat to avert from me the anger 
of the gods, who alone know the grounds 
of things, and as a reparation of the preju- 
dice that might be conceiv’d againft me of 
having, under an honourable pretext, rid 
my felf of a dangerous competitor, I fhould 
‘repair to the priefts of Memphis, the moft 
renown'd of all Egypt for their knowledge 
in religion and morality, and humbly fup- 
plicate the atonement of my crime from 
them: This, O venerable chief, and ye 
qmoft facred priefts, is a faithful relation of 
‘my cafe, and the caufe which brings me 
before your tribunal ; I intreat you will 
add to the exptation I defire for what is 
paft, your wife inftruétion for my future | 
conduct, .. | | _ 


-As foon; as the Carthaginian had finifh’d 
his difcourfe, the high-prieft made him fit 
down on a ftool which was plac’d behind 
him, and fpoke as follows : Saphon, Son of 
Zoros, we have long fince had a very great 
value for your father, the pacifick founder 
of Carthage, whofe exploits have always 
tended to the good of mankind. All the 
judgments of your fenate, which have come 
to our knowledge, have given us a great 
“3 idea 
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idea of their wifdom., We honour’d the vir- 
tue of your brother, before the laft battle, 
which you have related tous, and of which we 
had before no particular account. With re- 
{pet to you, we perceive, by your difcourfe, 
and we knew before by your fame, that you 
are a great warriour; but your principles are 
not conformable to ours. We have here a, :- 
pupil, whom I will order to fpeak, and you : 
fhall learn from the mouth of a beginner, 
how much the inftruétions of our goddefs are 
fuperior to thofe confus d and tumultuous 
ideas of the greater part of mankind; and 
efpecially of thofe who give themfelves up 
to the blind paffion of war. The high-prieft 
immediately call’d Sethos ; who approach 
him with great marks of furprize, modefty ~ 
and obedience. He plac’d him ftanding op- 
pofite to the Carthaginian, and order'd him 
to give fuch anfwer to the difcourfe he had 
heard as the goddefs fhould infpire him. The 
high-prieft look’d upon it as a happy ren- 
counter, that there appear’d fome heroick — 
actions in the hiftory of Saphon and Gifcon; : 
and he did not doubt but Sethos. would in 
this difcourfe make ufe of what he had been 
five days in preparing, in anfwer to the three 
queftions propos’d to him, viz. What is the 
principal virtue of a hero? Does heroifm 
confift in exceeding the bounds of duty ? Is 
it heroick for a man to facrifice even his 
honour for the intereft of his country, . or 
Vor, I. | P the” 
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the advantage of mankind? Before the 
young prince began, the high-prieft told 
Saphon, That the birth of this young man 
alone would give him right to anfwer him ; 
and befides that, they were all there prefent 
to lead him into the way of truth and juf- 
tice, if he might happen to depart from it. 
It was upon this circumftance, to which 
Orpheus was witnefs, that he eftablifh'd it 
as a rule inGreece, that the expiation might 
be given by thofe kings who were initiated 
to the myfteries of Eleufma ; as Bellerophon 
went to réceive it from Proetus, king of 
. Argos, not to mention many other examples. 
Young Sethos thus began his difcourfe : 


Isis, great goddefs of the Egyptians, vouch- 
fafe to guide my tongue, and fuffer me not 
to utter any thing that may be unworthy of 
the inftructions your facred minifters have 
given me in your name. In my opinion, 
Saphon, you did not rightly take the fenfe of 
the propofal made you, when you believ’d that 
the heroick action requir’d of you, confifted 
in affaulting your neighbours, and fubduing 
them without diftinétion. I don’t hint at che 
conqueft you made of Sitifi after the condition 
prefcrib’d, becaufe as you have not faid for 
what reafon you took arms againft that 
people, your relation (to which alone I ought 
to confine myfelf) don’t furnif me where- 
withal to judge whether your conqueft was 
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good or evil. I am, however, perfuaded, 
that if you affaulted it for no other reafon, 
but to gain the glory of having done an 
heroick aétion, that very intention has made 
you fail of it; becaufe an heroick action 
cannot have the glory of him that does it for 
its object and aim, but muft neceffarily have 
in view the intereft and advantage of others. 
You have given a long account of the motive 
which led you againft the Capfans; end 
your relation of it alone, in my opinion, is 
fufficient to fhew the injuftice of your caufe, 
which fets you at yet a greater diftance from 
heroifm; becaufe an heroick action proceed- 
ing from a principle of virtue, it is impof: 
fible that virtue fhould fubfft with injuftice. 
In realitv, you have yourfelf refuted the pre- 


text of the danger of a republick being erect- 


ed adjoyning to you, when you allow, that 
the Capfans, being bufied in their fettlement, 
had forbore their inroads into your domini- 
ons. Thefe incurfions are dangers which thofe 
{tates that are too near the favages can hardly 
ever free themfelves from ; aufe thefe 
a never forming themfelves into great 

odies, it is impoffible utterly to root them 
out; and, flipping by without being per- 
cœiv'd, they find paffages by the fides of thofe 
fortrefles and walls, which ftop whole armies. 
Thus your oppofing, on account of a very 
diftant danger, the rife of a republick, which, 
by the narrow bounds of its territories, in 
- P 2 compa- 
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comparifon of the extent of your empire, 
could not caufe you any apprehenfion ; which, 
befides, offer’d you its friendfhip and alliance, 
and which itfelf defends you from other 
more dangerous barbarians, would have 
brought your country into a prefent and con« 
tinual evil, to obtain the honour of a victory 
profitable to you alone: An example which 
has been but too often given by thofe warlike 
princes, who have facrific d not only foreign 
and innocent nations, but the eftates and lives 
of their own fubjeéts, to their particular 
fame. You was, I think, yet more in the 
wrong, by alledging to the Capfan heralds 
the hopes your nation had conceiv’d of over- 
coming all the habitable lands of Africa: For, 
befides that your country has no more right 
than you to make unjuft conquefts, the do- 
minions of the Capfans themfelves became 
habitable only by the care they had taken to 
cultivate their grounds, and to feparate them 
by cities, fince they were become a civiliz’d 
people. So that by attempting to deftroy 
them, it was not your fault, if your country 
did not remain furrounded, as it had been be- 
fore, either by dens of thieves or frightful 
defarts : and you have imitated, at leaft on 
this occafion, thofe conquerors, who, in all 
appearance, would reduce the whole world 
into one vait defart. 


THE. 
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Tu £ beginning of all thefe errors has been 
the falfe idea you have conceiv’d of the cha- 
racter of a hero, when you imagin’d his 
chief virtue was valour; whereas valour itfelf 
is rather a natural and advantageous difpofition 
of the mind and body, thana virtue. We may 
make, as of feveral other the like qualities, 
a good or bad ufe of it. It is often found in 
wicked men; and has fometimes made thofe 
amen bad, who without it would have been 
good. Valour can alone become laudable and 
honourable when it is employ’d and directed 
by a fuperior virtue. This virtue, in a fubject 
or citizen, is the love of his prince and his 
country, guided by his obedience alone. In 
a prince, or the head of a republick, it is 
the love of his people, heighten’d by the ju 
tice he obferves with regard even to his 
neighbours and his enemies. In the hero, 
to conclude, it is the love of mankind in 
general, or humanity guided by azeal found- 
ed upon a lively hope of the protection of the 
' gods. So it is this courageous humanity, this 
zealous love for mankind, which is the chief 
virtue of a hero. True courage, which, taken 
in general, is agreeable to every condition, 
and even to both fexes ; but which, apply’d 
to war, is call’d valour, confifts always in 
facing every danger in ‘the purfuit of ouf: 
duty. It is this only view of our duty which 
diftinguifhes true and virtuous valour from 
a F3 blind 
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blind fury and unjuft violence, and which 
renders heroifm itfelf reafonable. But I have 
been taught that there are two forts of duty: 
one of condition, and the other of infpira- 
tion: The duty of condition regards thofe, 
who being neceffary to their country or fami- 
lies, or who even miftrufting their capacity, 
wifely confine themfelves to perform the com- 
mon obligations of their condition, prefer- . 
able in moft men to all other. The duty of 
in{piration is only proper to thofe whom the 
. gods feem to have fingled out of the common 
order of men, to lead them to works more 
fublime in theinfeives, and of more advantage 
either to their country, or to mankind: and 
this left duty, generaliy pointed out by the 
fingular junctures into which providence puts 
foine men, becomes the duty of ahero, To 
perform it, requires a valour exalted above 
that of vulgar conquerors; and thus we fee 
that the true hero or benefactor of mankind 
has always been efteem’d the moft courageous 
of men. À heart thus infpir'd, aman indued 
with this genuine heroifm, runs no hazard of : 
{topping in the midft of his courfe ; nothing 
is dangerous to him, but going beyond the 
bounds of his duty ; and his whole attention 
js to refift every motion of an extravagant 
valour or magnanimity ; that is, which would 
only tend to his own glory, without turning 
to the advantage of other men, to whom he 
has devoted his labours and his life, He 
Ss knows, 
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knows that fublime virtue is approv’d, not 
by works of fupererogation, but by an entire 
-and perfe& accomplifhment of thofe which 
his duty requires of him. This duty is as 
extenfive as the publick good; but then the 
publick good gives bounds to it, which he 
will never go beyond. In fhort, the hero, 
far from hunting after vain-glory, expofes 
himfelf, for the fervice of his country, or 
mankind, to the capricious conftructions and 
unjuft judgments of thofe very men he is 
ferving. Uncapable of committing a bafe — 
a€tion, under any pretext of advantage what- 
foever, he never facrifices that reat honour 
which is inherent in him: but being ftedfaft 
in his undertakings, for the accomplifhing of 
them, he readily facrifices that feeming ho- 
nour which depends upon the tranfitory opi- 
nion of envious or mifinform’d perfons. By 
thefe figns, Saphon, the true hero, has been 
diftinguifh’d ; and by his example we ought 
to learn, that thofe actions which make the 
Jeaft fhew, are not always the leaft heroick, 


Assoon as Sethos had finifh'd this dif- 
courfe, he turn’d about towards the high- — 
prieft, who gave him a fign to return to his 
feat, and then addrefe’d himfelf to the Car- 
thaginian in the following terms: Saphon, 
faid he, the fame fpirit which infpires all the 
fervants of our goddefs, has made this young 
man fpeak, as we ourfelves would have 
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fpoken. The image he has given you of a 
hero agrees with that of Gifcon, your bro- 
ther, in the two firft years of his expedition, 
And, indeed, in thofe enemies, who coft him 
fo much labour while he defended your domi- 
nions from their inroads, he difcover’d men 
who in that quality were worthy of his affec- 
tion and tender regards; and, in ferving his 
country, he imagin’d he might ferve them 
too. According to your own teftimony, he 
‘underwent all the labours and dangers which 
attended this duty of infpiration: and to per- 
form it, he, from the beginning, glee : 
himfelf to difadvantageous fufpicions, whic 
you yourfelf have countenanc’d, and through 
which your father and your fenate alone have 
difcover’d the truth. But we make a diftinc- 
tion between thefe times, and thofe in which, 
according to your relation, your brother 
march'd the Capfan troops into the dominions 
of Carthage. They had aright of advancing 
that length to oppofe your attack, but he 
had no authority to lead them thither. This 
Jaft circumftance is the more blameable in 
him, and efpecially in the battle with the 
Carthaginians, in which he commanded in 
perfon ; as he thought it was contrary to his 
duty to ‘accept of any dignity among the 
Capfans, and as, in all appearance, he had put 
them into a condition of defending themfelves. _ 
But let me tell you, you ought to reproach 
yourfelf for the wrong he has done. Unjuft 
| proceedings 
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proceedings often perplex virtue itfelf. Your 
brother’s death has been an atonement to the 
gods for him; and we-fhall concur with you 
to appeafe them in your favour. 


However, notwithftanding the injuftice 
of the motives which engag’d you in the 
Capfan war, and urg’d you to the murder of 
your brother ; as both have been cover’d with 
the fpecious pretext of ferving your country, 
your fenate has wifely decreed you fucceflor 
to your father. The title of heir to a crown, 
or other paternal dignities, do not require 
thofe refin’d virtues which are infeparable 
from a hero: and it is even for the advantage 
and eafe of the publick, that fucceffions be 
rather dependant on the order of birth, than 
on the difficult and often dangerous eftimate 
of perfonal merit. Is feems even as if your 
brother yielded up that right of fucceffion to 
you, which he knew he had no = to, 
by leaving Carthage to purfue his heroick 
defign of civilizing a barbarous nation. It 
is your duty, Saphon, to govern your people 
according to the maxims you have here had. 
a glimpfe of, and rather as a juft prince than 
a great commander. This laft quality, which 
is glorious in a man of your age, who bears 
arms for the fervice of his father, is by far 
lefs fuitable to the head of a great republick, 
who has actually taken upon him the care of 
his people, and the maintenance of their 

| laws. 
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laws. We are not fo unjuft, as not to fet a 
value upon your fkill in the art of war ; nor 
do we condemn all your victories. We know 
that the Nomades, before you conquer'd their 
country, were as unciviliz’d as the Capfans 
before your brother’s expedition. We even 
know, that you was careful to preferve the 
fertile meadows of Numidia; and that your 
father, to this day, treats that country as one 
of his moft faithful provinces. To conquer 
nations, who are deftitute of matter and laws, 
in order to make them more happy and more 
polite than they were before, is allowable. It 
js even blamelefs to fubdue people who have 
a chief, and are fubjected to laws, when they 
are unjuft and irreconcileable enemies to your 
country, as we have been inform'd the inha- 
bitants of the Mauritania Sitifenfis, which you 
have very juftly brought under your yoke, 
were, with regard to Carthage. All you have 
hitherto been wanting in, has been to know 
the true maxims of morality, and how to 
guide your valour, and the other noble qua- 
lities the gods have endued you with. For 
want of this knowledge and uprightnefs of 
Intention, it has happen'd, that either your 
actions have been unjuft, or even thofe actions 
which have been good in themfelves, have 
not been acceptable in the eyes of the gods. 
We fhall here put an end to the inftruétions 
you yourfelf have defired. Reflect on them 
in filence the remainder of this day. To- 
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morrow you fhall pafs thro’ the corporal ex- 
piation; and the next day we fhall offer the 
expiatory facrifice. The Carthaginian would 
have offer d fomething in his own defence ; 
but the officers of the fecond order, who 
had the care of his perfon, and who led him 
away, inform’d him, that he was not allow’d 
to reply ; and that, befides, it would be 
fuperfluous before a tribunal of mediation and 
grace. As foon as he was retir'd, the high- 
prieft afk’d all his companions, if they did - 
not think Sethos had in his difcourfe fully 
anfwer’d the three queftions which had been 
propos’ d to him fix days before. They all 
reply d, he had fufficiently refolv'd them ; 
and that, on occafion of the hiftory of the 
Carthaginian and his brother, he had made 
his anfwer as extenfive and as precife as 
could be requir’d of him. If fo, faid the 
high-prieft, we will finifh the nine days faft, 
and invoke the gods, that they will eternally 
imprint in the mind of this young prince, 
thofe maxims which they themfelves have 
infpir'd him with: And I believe we may 
likewife difpenfe our houfe from that filence 
which they muft otherwife have kept threc 
days longer in favour of any other candidate. 
who had not finifh’d fo foon as this. This 
filence would even be difficult to keep amidft 
all the ceremonies of atonement for the Car- 
thaginian. I believe we may admit Sethos to. 
them, becaufe, by the anfwers he has ~~ 
| GC 
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he has already merited the privilege of the 


manifeftation. The priefts were unanimoufly 
of the fame opinion. 


THE next morning at break of day, the 
priefts of the expiation, attended by feveral 
officers of the fecond order, went to fetch 
the Carthaginian out of his prifon ; in which 
was a door that open’d to the fubterranean 
canal, which the candidates muft pafs in 
their trials for the initiation. This door was 
near the water-fall, above the bars through 
which the water enter’d into that canal. This 
door they open’d on’ the infide for him to 
go out. Both fides of the water were made 
light by means of torches, and difcover'd to 
his eyes a frightful preparation of machines, 
and of people appointed to manage them. On 
the bank on his fide ftood a veffel of brafs, 
fall’d with a thickifh liquor ; and clofe by 
the water, a piece of red-hot iron, of the 
length of the talleft man, and hollow'd out 
in’ its breadth, which was about three feet, fo 
that it refembled a long and large pipe cut in 
half the length-ways : It was fupported by 
ron-feet over a fire of coals, and one end of it 
was a little floaping towards the water: An 
officer of the fecond order held the end of a 
rope of about the thicknefs of a little finger ; 
which croffing the breadth of the canal, was 
wound round the concave circumference of a 
very large wheel on the other fide : Thro’ the 

center 
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center of this wheel went an axle, to which 
were faften’d two ftrong handles to turn it 
by, and feveral men ftood ready by them to 
that end. Several priefts, and fome initiates, 
together with Sethos and Orpheus, were feated, 
on the right and on the left, -by the fides of 
the wheel. As intrepid as Saphon was, he 
could not forbear afking the chief prieft of 
the expiation, the only prieft that was with 
him, what was to be the nature of his punith- 
ment, that he might prepare for it? The 
prieft anfwer’d him, that he had fome reafon 
to call the purifications he was going thro’, a 
punifhment ; but however, that if he could 
bear the fimple agitations of his. body, and 
above all, would not fuffer himfelf to be 
overcome by a fear (which they ought not to 
fufpect in him) he would come out of them 
as found as he went in. They made him 
{wallow fome drops of a ftrengthening liquor ; 
after which, they tuck’d up his hair under a 
cap of incombuftible linnen : they next ftript 
him ftark-naked, and laid him upon a fheet 
on the ground, ftretch’d out at length: There, 
he who held the cord ty’d his two wrifts 
crofs one another, and ftretching out his arms 
to their full length, he bound his feet toge- 
ther with the fame cord, leaving as much 
rope as was neceflary to go from the wrifts 
to the feet, without hurting the natural fitu- 
ation of his body. All this was done with a 
wonderful quicknefs and fleight of hand, and 
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without giving him the leaft reafon of com: 
plaint. In this condition fix men lifted him 
up, and defiring him to clofe his mouth and 
eyes; plung’d him over head and ears into 
the brafs vefiel, which was fill’d with a dif- 
folution of garlick, faffron, oil of worms, 
and other ingredients ; which, when mix’d, 
had the infallible virtue of refifting the force 
of fire *. Thefe officers took care, during 
the fhort time they held the patient plung’d 
in the veffel, to fhift their hands continually, 
that every part of his body might be ting’d 
with the liquor. Immediately afterwards, 
they laid him on the bed of red-hot iron : 
and the property of the ointment was fuch, 
that it made the body flide rapidly from it, 
and fall in an smftant into the water; where 
were officers naked, ready to receive him, 
that he might not ftrike againft the banks 
which were fhelving; and others plung’d in 
and follow’d him, that he might not touch 
the bottom. In the mean time, the wheel, 
to whäch the rope was faften’d, turn’d round 
with a regular motion, to draw the patient 
over in fuch a fpace of time that he might 
not be fuffocated by the water. He came out 
feex foremott ; and being drawn to the wheel, 
with his head hanging downwards, he was. 
faften’d to it by leather ftraps under his arm- 

* Erant ex Ægyptiis-qui faciem certis inun&am fuccis 
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pits; and in this condition the wheel was 
turn’d three times quite round with him 
upon it. From this, Orpheus took his idea 
of the fable of Ixion. He was then loofen’d 
_ from the wheel ; and being laid on a bed, 
was carry’d into an upper chamber, where 
the priefts, who were phyficians, gave him 
all forts of reftoratives that might be neceffary 
for the relief of his body-or mind. However, 
he was afterwards carry’d back again into his 
prifon, where he was to lie the following 
night. By this defcription we fee that the 
three parts of corporal atonement for crimi- 
nals, anfwer’d exactly to the three trials of 
the purification of the body preparative to the 
initiation : but there was this difference, that 
thefe trials of candidates for the initiation 
were voluntary ; whereas criminals, being 
always bound, were forc’d by the hands of 
others to undergo their punifhments. There 
were, indeed, atonements of a more mode- 
rate nature for crimes lefs atrocious than 
murder. 


THe third day, before fun-rife, the pre- 
parations for the expiatory facrifice were be- 
gun. I fhall not give the particulars of a 
cetemony, which lafted almoft a whole day; 
¥ fhall only obferve, that it confifted of two 
principal parts, both of which were perform’d 
in the temple; but the former, with the 
gates fhut. In this it was they undertook 
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to appeafe Typhon, the mifchievous genius 
or deity, which the Egyptians look’d upon 
as the inftigator of all the crimes of men, and 
the author of all their evils. From thence 
Zoroafter, and the fages of Perfia, took their 
evil genius Arimanus, who was always the 
oppofer of Orimafus their univerfal benefac- 
tor; the Greeks, their Apopompean and Apo- 
tropean deities in oppofition to Jupiter Olym- 
pus ; and the Latins, their Averrunci, oppo- 
fites to their affifting Jupiter, (‘fous juvanti). 
In Egypt their cuftom was, on this occafion, 
to lead a red bullock (of which colour they 
fuppos’ d T'yphon to have been) into the hin- 
der part of the fanctuary. The prieft, chief 
of the expiations, laid his hand on the head 
of the victim, and pronounc'd thefe words, 
of which part are related by Herodotus * : 
x mx che guilt of the criminal here prefent, 
‘© with all the unhappy confequences which it 
‘ ought juftly to draw upon him, his family 
“© and country, pafs into this animal, which we 
“ facrifice to thee, O Typhon ! as areprefen- 
‘ tation of the death fein who is the object 
“© of your hatred.” In that inftant the bullock 
was knock’d down by a blow between the 
horns; and the prieft having cut his throat, 
fprinkled the criminal, who was yet cloathed 
in fackcloth, with his blood. But whgreas 
in other facrifices, the priefts, and even thofe. 
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who made the offering, divided and carry’d 
away the victim in pieces for food; every 
part of the expiatory viétim was caft.out into 
the fields. 


THEY next endeavour'd to appeafe the 
manes of the dead. Thofe who came thither to 
obtain the expiation, found round about the 
temple fellers of images of men and women, 
of-ordinary workmanthip, and always -plac’d 
upon little pedeftals. ‘They were of gold, 
Milver, or brafs; and their height from three 
to twelve inches. ‘They were made -ufe .af 
in this ceremony to reprefent inéiftereatly the 
perfon, or fometimes even the deity offended. 
The fellers put thofe who demanded admit- 
tance to the expiation in mind to-take one in 
with them, of matter and height proportion’d 
to their circumftances. Saphon, before-he en- 
ter’d, had not‘been wanting to-choofe.one of 
‘gold of the largeft fine; which ‘he was to 
‘leave in the temple for a retribution accerd- 
ing to cuftom. The prieft having {et it 
before him on a table, to réprefent Gifcon, 
pronounc’d ‘his encomiums in the name + 
the guilty, who was-always fuppes’d:to:con- 
‘fefs the good qualities af the perfon the ‘had 
murder'd. In this elogy, which was prepar’d 
the eyening before, and written at -length in 
their ritual, the prieft read feveral particulars 
of the life of the deceas’d, which heiknew by 
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other means than by the confeffion of the cri- 
minal, and at which he was often aftonith’d. 
By practices of this kind, manag’d with a 
great deal of cunning, the priefts had acquir'd 
the fame of having fecret knowledge, and 
heavenly revelations. 


To conclude; they purify’d the air round 
about the criminal, by means of a fuffumi- 
gation compos’d of fixteen drugs (a cubick 
number.) Plutarch has preferv’d a lift of 
them in his treatife of Ifis and Ofiris; and 
the receipt of it is yet found in our difpenfa- 
ries, under the name of Trochifk of Cyphi *. 
All this being perform’d, he was put into a 
bath ; at his going out of which, he was 
cloath’d with the habit he had on when he 
came into the college. ‘They then prefented 
as well to him as to the priefts and initiates, 
among whom was Sethos, bread and wine ; 
which they eat and drank on the {pot in filence. 
After this he was conducted thro’ the out- 
ward paflages of the fanétuary into the nave 
of the church; but he was as yet guarded by 
officers of the fecond order. ‘Then the chil- 
dren of the priefts enter’d, either to wait at 
‘the altar, or to perform the chorus’s of 
mufick. The gates of the temple were open’d, 
and the high-prieft offer'd, in the front of the 
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fanctuary, that facrifice to the propitious 
deities, which they call’d pacifick, and in 
which they offer'd a white lamb. 


Beroré the gates of the temple were 
open’d, Sethos, who was not yet to be feen, 
was gone up into his feat ; and after all 
the ceremony was over, the Carthaginian, 
(who was to faft this third day till after fun- 
fet, which was not yet approaching) was led 
away. | | 


THE moment they all wént out of the 
. temple, thro’ the end of the fanétuary, to re- 
turn to the college, news was brought the 
high-prieft, that there was a candidate in the 
_fubterraneous temple, who without doubt 
would foon appear. The high-prieft and his 
companions, who were yet together, plac’d 
themfelves in order behind the triple ftatue. 
Quickly afterwards they heard the noife of 
the wheels inclos’d within the pedeftal ; and 
the priefts faw a man come out, who was 
not arm’d with a helmet and cuirafs, like 
Saphon, but who otherwife had as perfe& a 
rebmblance of him, as could be between two 
twin-brothers, The high-prieft congratulating 
him, ascuftomary, on his addrefs and valour, 
ventur'd to call him Gifcon; which furpriz’d 
him extreamly. But having afterwards made 
him kneel down, and having pronounc’d 
over him that form of words, in which they 
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call’d him, New Votary of the great goddefs 


"6c 


ce 


mi: 
mi 
cc 
«c 

cc 
cc 


‘Tfis ; the candidate arofe, and faid, “ Vene- 
« rable pee of Memphis, { fhall not 


conceal from. you either my condition or 


fortune ; and I plainly fee, by the know- 


ledge you have of my name, it ‘would be 
to no purpofe to do it: but I myfelf muft 
confefs, that if you judge of meby the dif 
advantageous opinion the world has of me, 
I am unworthy to be ‘the fervant of your 
goddefs. Iam, indeed, Gifcon, that un- 
fortunate Carthaginian, profcrib'd by my 
fellow-citizens, and banifh’d by the Cap- 
fans. The firft make me criminal for 
commanding an army againft my country ; 
and the fecond, for refufing to bear arms 
againft it. ‘The Carthaginians believe my 
death certain, and look upon it as a punifh- 
ment for a battle I had no concern in; 
and the Capfans, a vagabond people, of 


‘whom I have form’d a republick, already 
‘renown'd, have banifh’d me, as aman who 


has refus’d to encounter with their greatelt 
enemies, the Carthaginians.”” Here the 


high-prieft interrupted him, and faid, ‘* Gif 
© con, we already know the greater part of 


your hiftory. We have approv'd of the 
beginning of it, and have condemn’d the 
conclufion, in the manner we have been 
inform’d of it: But your innocence is now 
confirm’d to us by feeing you alive. That, 
however, is not fufficient: Saphon, your 
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« brother, who is aCtually in this houfe, and 
“ on whom we have juft finifh’d the cere- 
 monies of atonement, which your fenate 
“ enjoin’d him to feek here for your fuppos’d 
death, muft be a witnefs of it. By that 
‘© we make a confiderable breach in our rule, 
‘© that no candidate is allow’d to difcourfe 
‘ with any ar Var perfon, till the courfe 
“ of his exercifes be finifh’d. But as it is 
‘ the duty of a good man to clear himfelf 
‘© as foon as poffible from crimes laid to his 
« charge, it is ours to facilitate the means of 
‘it. Your brother, in carrying your jufti- 
«€ “fication before you to Carthage, will carry 
at the fame time his own ; and after having 
« been purify’d here before the _ for his 
‘ unjuft and wicked intention, he will clear 
“ himfelf, in the fight of your father, your 
‘“ fenate, and your people, from the ever 
‘ odious name of murderer of his own bro- 
“ther.” The high-prieft firft made Gifcon 
drink the cup of oblivion ; and while he was 
drinking it, pronounc’d the ufual form of 
wards : but he added, that while he was re- 
lating to his brother, in their prefence, what 
he did during the battle; how the perfon 
who was kill’d inftead of him came by his 
armour; and finally,.why, when banifh’d 
by the Capfans, he came into Egypt ; he 
fhould be very careful not to make any men- 
tion of thofe firft trials of the initiation which 
he had gone thro’; of the opening of the 
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pyramid thro’ which he enter’d ; or of that 
of the pedeftal of the triple ftatue ‘of Ofiris, 
Ifis, and Horus, thro’ which he now came — 
thither. After which, the high-prieft made 
a fign to have Saphon fent for. 


Giscon had time enough, before his bro- 
ther came, to tell the high-prieft, that he had 
always had an ardent defire of being made an 
initiate at Memphis, and to receive of him 
and his companions thofe precepts and ex- 
amples of virtue which made them efteem’d 
thro’ the whole world; but that fince his 
misfortunes, he could hardly pretend to a 
title fo honourable, or to burthen a body of 
men, whofereputation was fo precious, witha 
man every where regarded asa criminal. How- 
ever, continu’d he, reflecting at the fame 
time, that the gods are the refuge of the un- 
happy, and that perfecuted innocence finds a 
fure fan@uary in them; What more favour- 
able opportunity could I have of offering 
myfelf to them, than my exile itfelf? and 
what more preffing reafon to devote myfelf 
intirely to their fervice, than the ftate I was 
reduc’d to by injuftice and ingratitude, of 
being no farther ferviceable to mankind, un- 
known, and fearful of being known? I tra- 
vers'd Ciniphi, Tripolitania, the country of 
the Nafamones, and the defarts of Marmo- 
rica: In Libya I pafs’d by the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon, which I faluted at a dif- 
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tance, without daring to approach it. I 
knew at Carthage, and from the very time 
I firft afpir’d to the initiation, that the open- 
ing of the pyramid was the way to it, with- 
out, however, knowing that it led into this 
holy temple. But I had heard mention 
made of the dreadful infcription at the bot- 
tom of the well ; and of the perilous purifi- 
cations of the body, which were previous to 
the preparations of the mind. I refolv’d, 
when I left Capfa, to undergo the danger of 
the former, without any farther pretence to 
the latter ; or at leaft, to give a fincere rela- 
tion of my name and circumftances to the 
holy priefts, who were to receive me., At 
- my arrival, yefterday evening, inthe borough, 
neareft the pyramid, my hoft, whom I onl 
made acquainted with the defire I had of 
vifiting it, made me a prefent of a lamp, 
which he told me was proper for my defign. 
I departed at fun-rifing ; and being about two 
hours afterwards at the foot of the pyramid, 
I afcended it with a refolution of perifhing, 
if the difgrace I labour’d under, with re- 
gard to man, was an effect of the wrath of 
the gods themfelves; and abandoning my 
juftification to time, the difcoverer of all 
things. But what fhall I fay? My indif- 
ference, with regard to death, ftrengthen’d 
me againft it, and has led me to you, O moft 
holy priefts of Ifis, ready to fubmit to the 
lot you may judge me worthy of upon my 
Q 4 own 
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awn ¢confefiiom, The high-prieft anfwer'd, 
Grfcon, the thoughts of the gods are not con- 
formeble to thofe of mien ; and we ourfelveg 
flrall better pudge of your paft conduct by the 
account you are going to give of it in the 
prefence of your brother. 


Urow that Saphon came in; but it is im 
poffñible coexprefs fhe confufion which arofe 
if hs mind, at the firft fight of his brother. 
He was not long in teflecting how he came 
mto the hinder part of the fan¢tuary, from 
whence he himfelf was but juft departed : but 
he now firft conceiv’d, that another befides 
his brother might have worn Carthaginian 
armour in the battle. Afham’d of his error, 
which he perceiv’d was very palpable, he 
had 4 violent fafpicion that the priefts them- 
felves bad had Gifcon with them feveral days, 
and made a fecret of it to him, to make him 
undergo the horrible fatigues of the atone- 
ment, for a crime of which he had rafhly 
and falfely accus’d himfelf. He remember’d, 
at the fame time, the inftructions he had fo 
fately recciv’d from a mafter hardly come to 
man's eftate, who had deftroy'd the pretended 
heroifm of his exploits, and had fhewn him, 
that valour, his favourite virtue, had till 
then been in him only a blind and pernicious 
paffion. He faw this brother living, who 
was pronounc'd a greater hero than himfelf, 
even ata time when he was thought dead as a 
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criminal. In a word, he found himfelf plung’d 
into an humiliation, againft which he could 
find no remedy in his mind. Happily for 
him to! recaver his furprize, his brother 
Gifcon was to {peak firft ; and he thus began 
his difcourfe : | 


BROTHER, thefe venerable priefts enjoin 
me to appear before your eyes this very mo- 
ment, to juftify us both; myfelf for having 
commanded an army of Capfans againft the 
Carthaginians ; and you for having imbrued 
your hands in my blood. However ardently 
I purfued my defign of forming the republick 
of the Capfans, and whatever diligence I 
us'd to put them into a ftate of defence 
againft the affaults of their neighbours; | 
had declar’d to them, that tho’ I was ready 
to facrifice my life for them againft all their 
other enemies, I would never take up arms 
againft my country. I did not even fcruple 
to tell them, that I was only theirs for a 
time, and that after having executed the de- 
fign I had conceiv’d fo much to their advan- 
tage, as well my perfon as my fervices were 
devoted to my father and my country. I had 
given them this notice in time, to remove 
any fufpicion that might arife of my having 
united them only with a defign to deliver 
their whole nation with greater eale into the 
hands of the Carthaginians. Notwithftanding 
all this caution I had taken, as foon as they 
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were advis’d of your march towards Capfa, 
they gave me to underftand in their council 
of war, that they fhould efteem me as a 
coward or a traytor, if I did not take the 
command of their army againft you. I an- 
fwer'd, That I forgave thefe their injurious 
terms, the remains of their former ferocity, 
but that I was led by maxims fuperior to 
theirs ; that no human conftraint fhould ever 
make me depart from a refolution which I 
had not taken till after having maturely con- 
fulted the laws of juftice and honour. 1 even 
added, that tho’ I was oblig’d to them for 
the confidence they had plac’d in me, in 
which they were not deceiv'd, if they kept 
within the bounds they had prefcrib’d them, 
they acted contrary to common prudence in 
preffing me to accept of the command of an 
army, which I fhould lead but by force, if I 
were capable of yielding to their defires. That 
thus, all I could advife them to, was to in- 
form you by heralds of the equity of their 
pretenfions, and the injuftice of your affault- 
ing them: But I oblig’d them, for the main- 
tenance of their own fovereign authority, to 
enjoin thofe heralds to {peak in their name, 
and not in mine; and above all, that they 
fhould inform you in exprefs terms, that as I 
had not accepted of any office among them, 
it would not be with me you were to engage 
in battle. I know all this was faithfully re- 
lated to you; and by this you might at leaft 
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have fufpected I was not that commander 
you kill'd. In the mean time the Capfans, 
full of indignation at your anfwer, immedi- 
ately nam’d for their general the perfon I 
had recommended to them as the moft pro- 
per amongft them for their chief after my 
retreat, the firft to whom I had communicated 
the defign I had of uniting them, and who 
had been my chief inftrument in that under- 
taking. They moreover ftript me of my 
armour, and put it on him, to deceive you, 
and, againft my will, to make me liable to 
. the fufpicion and appearance of being con- 
cern’d in an action in which in reality I had 
no part. They immediately pafs’d the moun- 
tains which feparate them from the domini- 
ons of Carthage, and they affected to lay 
wafte on their fide a greater fpot of ground 
than was neceflary to inclofe their army. The 
manner of the battle you are better acquainted 
with than I who was not in it: But the Cap- 
fans who, in defending their own country 
with all the refolution of a new-form’d re- 
publick, had loft but very few of their peo- 
ple, return’d to their city, where they kept 
me ftrictly guarded. ‘There they eleéted in 
my prefence, and without confulting me, a 
new general ; to whom, however, I fhould 
have given my vote. After which, they en- 
join’d me, by a decree in form, to depart 
their dominions, without offering me any : 


thanks 
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thanks for the paft, or indeed any other in- 
fult for the prefent. 


Ir would have been natural for me ta re. 
turn to Carthage; and by fhewing myfelf 
there, to juftify the only thing which could 
be imputed to me as a crime, during the two 
years of my abfence. But I had been in- 
form'd, as well by your anfwer to the heralds, 
as by other means, that you had, as well in 
your army as throughout the whole nation, 
caft a blemifh upon the enterprize I had juit 
fucceeded m, of giving laws and manners to 
the Capfans. Reafon made me firft conceive, 
and experience has confirm’d it to me, that 
this was the only expedient which would 
free us from thefe rovers, who never invaded 
us but in feparate troops, whom ’twas impof- 
fible for me to rencounter in their own terri- 
tories, and from whom we had even nothing 
to fear, but by their being difpers d. This 
thought had long revolv’d in my mind, 
and the choice our father had left us of our 
expeditions, when he engag’d to declare him 
his fucceflor, who fhould perform the moft 
heroick action, gave me an opportunity of 
putting it in execution. But having no defign 
to difpute a right, which was yours by birth, 
I left to you thofe glorious advantages which 
you might render our empire by the fame of 
your arins, and went to feek at a diftance an 
| ob{cure 
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‘obfcure fervice, very dangerous in its execu- 
‘tion, and very doubtful in its fuccefs. I muft 
confefs, however, I did not expe& you would 
‘have imputed to me as a crime an expedi- 
tion actually ge pers to the benefit of 
‘our country, and of which it had already 
‘gather’d the fruits in the fecurity of ts high- 
ways, and the tranquillity in its plains. 1 
thought it my duty to let the ftorm of perfe- 
cution you had rais’d-againft me, pafs over; 
‘and I would not oppofe the profcription you 
had drawn upon me from our fenate, tho’ . 
chiefly grounded upon the falfe {uppofittan 
‘of my having ’been in the’battle, and of my 
‘death ; and I very well know my father was, 
in fome meafure, perfuaded of my innocence ; 
and that the ‘fenate had not condemn’d me 
but with regret. But I am come into Egypt, 
to lay myfelf at the feet of thefe holy prietts, 
as the fource of all juftice ; perfuaded, that 
a decifion from this facred tribunal, will re- 
eftablifh my ‘blemifh’d’honour more fecurely, 
than an inconfiderate return could have done. 
‘I have even no farther defire of returning to 
Carthage, after what has happen’d ; and it 
fhan’t be my fault, if I don’t end my days in 
this holy temple. 


Tue high-prieft, then beginning to fpeak, 
faid ; Saphon, before you anfwer your bro- 
ther what you may think proper, and that 
you may have occafion to {peak but once, I 

myfelf 
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myfelf will put a conclufion to his difcourfe, 
by telling you, That not only his condué has 
been unblameable from the firft to the laft 
ftep of his expedition, but he has fully gain’d 
‘the advantage of you in having perform’d 
the moft heroick action. He has, however, 
no right to the prize your father had fet upon 
it. Whatever motive the wife Zoros may 
have had, the gods, more prudent and mighty 
than he, have brought matters to their true 
.period, and have drawn even from the error 
of your fenate, the juft fentence they have 
pronounc’d, by fecuring to you the fucceffion 
to your father. Gifcon, as you have heard, 
gives his confent to it; and he could not op- 
_pofe it, without lofing before the gods and 
men, the glory of thofe great works he has 
hitherto perform’d. We don’t, however, 
‘approve of the refolution he feems to have 
‘brought with him. hither, of te myers | the 
fervice of his country. The gods, who havc 
no need of us, look upon the fervices we do 
to men, who are the work of their hands, as 
the fureft mark of our piety towards them ; 
and a perpetual retirement is only commend- 
able in thofe who never could, or can no longer 
be of fervice to other men. It is true, 
inftructions we may go in fearch of, or our 
meditations at different times, and efpecially 
under misfortunes, contribute greatly to our 
perfection, and render us more ufeful for the 
future. And thus your brother ought to be 
| thankful — 


ch 
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thankful to the gods for the mifchance which 
has led him hither, to receive the initiation, 
to which we are going to prepare him: But 
as foon as he is made partaker of it, we our- 
felves fhall fend him to Carthage, that he 
may there continue to ferve his country un- 
der your illuftrious father, during the remain- 


der of his old age ; and under you, when you 
fhall be invefted with his dignity. 


SAPHON, then lifting up his eyes and 
his hands to the triple ftatue, faid; Ifis, 
great goddefs of the Egyptians, I at laft yield 
to your wifdom. I for ever difclaim my 
blind projects, and vain exploits; and am 
too happy that even my tranfgreffion has been 
imaginary. I accept with an entire fubmif- 
fion, and a profound gratitude, thofe inftruc- 
tions which I have receiv’d from your holy 
minifters, and from the youngeft of your 
difciples. ‘They have all been confirm’d and 
juftify’d by every circumftance of this adven- 
ture, which is vifibly a work of divine pro- 
vidence, My dear brother, I am going to 
prepare the way for your return to Carthage, 
by the moft authentick juftification of your 
actions which I fhall be capable of giving. 
The teftimony of thefe holy priefts will be 
without doubt more refpected ; but it fhall 
neither be more faithful, nor fo ready as 
mine, The high-prieft made a fign to Gif- 
con to go to his brother ; and they embrac’d 
| | with 
; 
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with all imaginable tendernefs. Saphon was 
once more led into his apartment; and as 
the fetting fun began to quit the horizon, 
he there found a handfome but frugal repañt, 
end a vafe fill’d with excellent wine. It was 
deft to his choice, either to go out that even- 
ing, or to take his repofe there in the bed he 
faw prepar'd. But Saphon, after having ac- 
cepted of the refrefhment fet before him, 
and being inform’d that his fervants attended 
without, exprefsd his gratitude in a polite 
‘manner to the priefts who bore him com- 
‘pany, and who waited on him to the gate 
‘of their college. 


Witt regard to Gifcon, as his exercifes 
‘were not to commence till the next day, he 
-was conducted into the fame apartment Sethos 
“had, till then, poñlefs d ; but from whence 
The was that day to remove into thofe de- 
ftin'd for the initiates, who had always lodg- 
‘ings in the coHeges of the priéfts ; in which, 
‘if they thought fit, they were allow’d to 
‘fpend their days. Antient hiftory gives us 
examples of -kings, who were initiates ; and 
who having, either by reafon of their age or 
‘infirmities, given up the cares of government 
‘to worthy fucceffors, had defired no other 
‘retirement. | | 


Aut the initiates were allow’d this -firtt 
evening to fee the candidate, for whom a 
| great 


. The Life of SETHOS. 147 
gteat entertainment was prepar'd, but none 
eat with him.. The priefts, who had carry’d 
Sethos thither, engag’d him to relate to Gif- 
con all that had pafs’d with regard to his 
brother, and even the part he had had in the 
inftructions which had.been given him. This 
recital infpir’d the Carthaginian with an ex- 
traordinary refpet for this young prince; 
who, for his part, had before conesiv’d a 
very high efteem for this ftranger, whofe emi- 
nent virtue might have done honour to Egypt 
itfelf. And thus they cemented thofe bonds 
of folid friendfhip, which will prove of fuch 
affiftance to Gitton, to deliver him from 
misfortunes which a fatal paffion will plunge 
him into in the fequel of this hiftory. 


BéF ore Sethos was led into the Cartha- 
ginian’s apartment, they made him break his 
faft with a regulated quantity of wholfome 
and fucculent food, and a little wine. But 
as this faft had been of long duration, and 
the aufterity of it had. been increafing for 
near three months, till it came to its extreme; 
the priefts, who were phyfcians, were to 
prefide at all his meals for the twelve follow- 
ing. days, to bring him by degrees to his 
ufual way of living. Thefe twelve days 
were allotted for the manifeftation, the third © 
and laft part of the initiation, which was — 
rather a recompence for the exercifes that 
had preceded, than any exercife in itfelf. 

Vor. L R Human 
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Human curiofity was here fully fatisfy’d, 

a difcovery of the facred myfteries, mA ae 
fecrets of the Egyptian priefthood : and in 
imitation of the greateft travellers upon earth, 
the initiates, viftting the fubrerranecus dwel- 
lings of Egypt, tavell’d, as it were, int 


another world.- | 


THe firft of thefe twelve days, at the 
dawn of day, the candidate was led to the 
triple ftatue ; and being made to kneel before 
it, the high-prieft confecrated him firft to 
Ifis, who by the wifdom the had infpir d him 
with, had render’d him worthy of being admit- 
ted to a revelation of her myiterres : Secondly, 
to Ofiris, the benefactor of mankind ; to the 


fervice of whom he had, in imitation of his 


great example, devoted himfelf: And laftly, 
to Horus, che god of filence, and of the fe- 
cret to which he was going to bind himfelf. 
They then immediately caus'd him to read 
the form of a cerrifymg oath. He fwore 


mever to divulge vo any prophane perfon the | 


deaft of what he was to fee in thefe twelve 
days, or at any other time, m the fubter- 
fancan temples of Egypt; fubmittinp 
himfelf, if he violated this fecret, to the 
vengeance of all the deities of heaven, earth, 
and hell; declaring himfelf, in this cafe, 
guilty of death, and fubftribing before hand 
to the execution of this fentence, which they 
look’d upon as pronounc'd. . It is certain, 

| | that 
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that the bare obfervation of their religious 
fecrets gave the initiates, as well as che priefts, 
a fund of wifdom and difcretion, for which 
they were reverenc’d, and which procur’d 
them, as well from princes as private per~ 
fons, an entire confidence of fectets in every 
kind. They however recommended, not only 
to initiates, but to young priefts and officers 
of the fecond order, notto affect that referv’d 
air, which ferves only to excite in others a 
ufelefs curiofity, and which, in forne meafure, 
difcovers the (deret they are folicitous to keep. 
‘Thus they accuftom’d themfelves to a certain 
affability, which did not give room to the 
greater part of mankind to fufpect they knew 
more than they faid, 


Trey then open’d to Sethos the fubter» 
raneous pañlages, which éxtended in a fquare 
from the fanétuarÿ of the temple to the pyra« 
mid ; that is, in length and breadth, about 
four thoufand paces, and which confequently 
cortefponded with the fuperiour temples of 
fome little towns dependant on Memphis. 
But, according to cuftom, they gave him, as 
a guide, thé laft admitted Epyptian initiate, 
who happen’d to be in the houfe ; becaufe, 
in fact, the priefts, who were in a meafure 
referv'd even to initiates, fuffer’d them barely 
-to. fee, but did not explain to them, till 
after a confiderable time, the ceremonies ot 
fecret tranfactions they had feen. But the 

R 2 
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initiate, who conducted him, was.allow’d to 
communicate his conjectures, which generally 
did not go far. | 


I micutT here properly enough make an 
invocation like that of poets, who undertake 
to give a defcription of hell. That I may 
be allow’d to reveal thofe things which I 
have learnt, and to bring to light what has 
been done in the bowels of the earth, and un-. 
der the impenetrable veil of a profound filence. 
Sethôs was no fooner defcended into thefe 
fubterraneous manfons from the fuperiour 
temple, than he was extremely aftonifh'd to. 
hear the cries of children. Orpheus; who 
wasas much furpriz’dat it ashe, fince feign’d, 
That thofe children that dy’d at the breaft, 
were plac’d at the entrance ‘into hell. But 
thefe were the children of the priefts, whofe: 
mothers were always fent to lie-in in the apart- 
ments which were there prepar’d for them. 
The reafon of this practice was, ' to“accuftom 
the conftitutions of thefe children, from the 
very moment of their birth, to thefe. fubter- 
raneous habitations, in which they were to 
pafs a great part of their life. And befides, : 
they would not fuffer any fort of noife or dif- 
turbance, nor even any paternal frailty to in- 
terrupt the priefts in their meditations and 
ftudies ; and they were taught to look upon 
their children from that inftant, as appertain-. 
ing to the facerdotal college, and not to 

them, 
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them. ‘Hence it was Lycurgus took his plan 
and motive for the publick education of the 
Spartans. The Egyptian priefteffes fuckled 
their children themfelves, 1f the ftate of their 
health allow’d it; or elfe the wives of the 
officers of the fecond order ferv'd them for 
nurfes. Thefe apartments the initiate only 
faw at the door, and for an inftant. The 
priefts, who were phyficians, were alone per- 
mitted to go in, and they directed the oecono- 
my of them. The women and children 
were treated with a great deal of indulgence ; 
for tho’ the latter were deftin’d to employs, 
fome of which were very laborious, the Egyp- 
tians believ’d nature muft be left to fortify 
itfelf, ‘before they exacted any thing from it: 
but at the age of five years, thefe children 
went into the common halls, defign’d for the 
moft early inftruction of youth, where they 
had mafters who taught them to read and to 
write.the vulgar or prophane letters*. They 
frequented thefe halls three years; from 
whence, however, they return’d every noon 
and evening to their mothers. Till then, 
the children of both fexes and orders had their 
education together, were kept within fight, 
and even watch’d in the night-time. But at 
eight years, they were feparated according to 
the two orders; the firft of which was, of 
thofe who by birth were allotted to the exer- 


_ # Vid. Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. ¢. | 
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cifes of the mind; and the other of thofe 
whofe bufinefs was the work of their hands, 
The males were likewife feparated from the 
females, and the fons af the priefts one from 
the other, according to the different ftudies 
they were to follow, with a view to the dif. 
ferent functions and profeflions of the facer- 
dotal families. Thefe differences form’d 
however but four claffes or fchools: 1. Sacred 
or hieroglyphick literature, for thofe who 
were to fucceed the priefts employ’d in publick 
and private inftructions on religian and mora- 
lity. 2. Jurifprudence; from whence were 
taken thofe priefts who were counfellors and 
judges in the cities. 3. Experimental phy- 
fick, where the priefts, who were to prac- 
tife phyfick, had their education. And 4. 
Mathematicks, for thofe who were to profefs 
any part of them. From that time they were 
likewife diftinguifh’d, both boys and. girls, 
by their robes of four different colours, fuch 
as the priefts wore under their tunicks of fine 
Jinnen in the publick exercifes of their fepa- 
rate profeffions, or in the Ifiack pomps aad 
proceffions. Thefe four colours were black 
for the firft cla; red for the fecond ; violet | 
for the third, and blue for the fourth, The 
education of thefe children was in general 
very rigid, becaufe they were ty’d down to 
an extreme regularity, and were to be brought 
up to the higheft perfection. But their maf- 
ters, who themfelves were fupervis'd by at- 
a © tentive 
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tentive fuperiors, were never more fevere one 
than the other; and the young difciples, 
knowing upon what principles their founders 
acted, did not think themfelves unhappy. 


_ Brsrpes this, there was every day, about 
noon, a publick fchoal, which they caïl'd, 
The School of Language. Even the daughters 
of the priefts, who were kept in a fubterra- 
nean apartment till the age of fixteen, under 
the government of the eldeft and wifeft of 
the prieftefles, frequented thefe {chools. 
There it was they were taught the rudiments 
and pronunciation, both fimple and declama- 
tory, of the Egyptian tongue. Advancing 
from year to year, they went thro’ every fpecies 
of eloquence and poetry; and they made the 
application of them either in the compofition 
of hiftory, or the expounding of the feveral 
duties of life, or the defcription of the 
human paffions. The ftudies of thefe young 
perfons were farther diverfify’d by their facred 
exercifes to which they were accuftom'd, and 
in which they were employ’d from that time ; 
the boys alone in the fuperior temple, and 
both the boys and girls in the fubterraneous ; 
but preferable to every ftudy: thofe who 
had a difpofition to it, were kept clofe to 


_ mufick, even tho’ they neglected other exer- 


cifes for which they had lefs inclination. Ic 
won't be atnifs to obferve in general, that 
in confideration of the great numbers - of 
| R 4 ceremo- 
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ceremonial or ceconomical funétions in which 
the priefts were to be employ’d, they oblig'd 
none to perfevere in the fciences but thofe 
who were proper for them ; and that thefe 
were alfo afterwards more. frequently than 
others difpens’d from their ufual affiduities 
or exterior attendances. 


TE periad of every one of thefe fchools 
was of ten years, and they had each ten pro- 
feflors, who fucceeded one another, to receive 
every year thofe new fcholars which were 
prefented, whilft the others profecuted and 
finifh'd their courfe. The new initiate {pent 
the firft time a quarter of an hour in every 
one of thefe fchools. They were always very 
full, becaufe they. were only kept in the 
twelve antient temples, and the priefts of 
the towns dependant upon them, were oblig’d 
to fend their children to the chief temple, 
that their education might be uniform. But 
we are not to believe that they were all fent 
back again to the towns from whence they 
game, as all the children born at Memphis 
had not therefore their eftablifhment there. 
The high-prieft and his counfel, wholly at- 
tentive to the reputation of the priefthood, 
plac’d them according to their talents, with a 
view, ta the different importance of the temples 
they were to officiate in, and they were 
chang’d as occafion requir’d. Memphis had 
the choice of the whole facerdotal nome for 
| religion 
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religion and the fciences ; but by the fubter- 
raneous communication, a whole nome was 
in fome manner but one fingle houfe. 


However, after the age of nine years 
all the children began, at times, to frequent 
the upper houfe, to accuftom themfelves to 
the exteriour air; on condition, however, 
that their mothers never fuffer’d them to 
be feen in their apartments by any women 
from without, becaufe they were not yet 
bound by the oath of fecrecy, and provided 
there was no candidate in the houfe; for in 
this cafe they only came thither to affift at 
the facrifices in the fanctuary. This had 
more than once furpriz’d Sethos, who, during 
the time of his preparation, faw thefe chil- 
dren go and come, but could not guefs 
whence they came, or whither they return'd. 
To conclude, at the age of eighteen the priefts 
marry'd them to their daughters of fixteen, 
as they judg’d moft convenient ; and after 
taking the oath of fecrecy, to which their 
wives were likewife bound, they were 
added to the façerdotal college, and were 
lodg’d in the fuperiour houfes ; being how- 
ever oblig’d to officiate in their turns in the 
fubterranean : And then, though they were 
always oblig'd to follow the deftiny of their 
family, and particularly, never to appear 
abroad but upon that footing ; they were al- 
low’d to ftudy in private the other fciences, 

a being 
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being perfuaded that they were all depeadant 
upon one another in fome parts, and that there 
was no poflefling any, without having fome 
{mall tincture of feveral others. They never 
fpoke, however, publickly, nor even to can- 
didates ; nor did they go to court or appear 
in the world till feven years afterwards ; and 
till they had receiv’d all the inftru@ions ne- 
ceflary to behave themfelves in fuch manner 
as might be an honour to their body ; pro- 
vided even then, that their fuperiors judg’d 
them perfons to be confided in. 


Tue officers of the fecond order, of 
whom we muft now {peak, form’d, with their 
wives, a numerous body of fubaltern mini- 
fters, for the ceremonies of religion; domef- 
ticks for the priefts or priefteffes in the fupe- 
rior dwellings, or for their children in the 
fubterraneous ; and laftly, of workmen of 
every kind for their perfons, houfes and 
temples. As no ftranger came in among 
them, the inward reparations and ornaments 
could be made by none but thefe officers, 
and the priefts wore nothing about them that 
was the work of prophane hands. The 
prieftefles were always diftinguifh’d from 
other women by a tunick of fine linnen, 
which they wore upon a robe of the colour 
which fhew’'d the clafs their hufbands belong’d 
to. But as they wore above the tunick a 
mantle of filk of what colour they pleas’d, 

~ embroider d 
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embroider d with gold, and drefs’d their 
heads to their own mind, they were as mag. 
nificent as the Roman veftals have fince been, 
without ever borrowing any thing from with- 
out. Thefe workmen partaking of the fame. 
principles as their mafters, were generally 
much more ingenious than thofe who work’d 
for the publick. But as they never wrought 
for any without-doors, their works ferv'd as 
models, and excited emulation, without be. 
ing the objects of envy and jealaufy. All 
the menachick arts, rang’d in order in thefe 
fubterraneous habitations, form’d a long féries 
of curiofities ; which Sethos being then 
oblig'd to take but a flight view of, pleas’d 
himfelf with refolving to review again fre. 
quently. This fubterranean city, which 
made two thirds of the whole fquare, had 
feveral ftreets, fome larger, fome lefs ; and 
even fquares, all equally illuminated with 
lamps. Since the firft conftruction of thefe 
dwellings, they had cantriv’d to pierce holes 
in feveral places quite thro’ to the furface af 
the earth; not, indeed, for the fake of light, 
for it wou'd never have been fufficient, bus 
to receive a wholfome air into habitations 
fram’d by: the priefts, which the firft found- 
ers never thought of. Thefe openings, which 
all anfwer'd to forme of the fquares under- 
neath, terminated at top in form of a 
well, in the court-yards or gardens of facer« 
dotal houfes ; fame of which had never = 

built 
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built but for that purpofe: and they found 
them, in courfe of time, very convenient to 
let down provifions, and to draw up the moft 
unwieldy of their works. There were like- 
wife, for the convenience of men, round about 
the inward ‘walls, feveral rows of fteps like 
unto thofe we have defcrib’d in the well of 
the pyramid: but towards the weft, the depth 
was fo great, that they could difcern the 
ftars at noon-day, and even fome of the 
planets in their greateft northern latitude. 
And the priefts foon took advantage of this’ 
appearance, to obferve at different hours the 
motions of the ftars and planets to the meri- 
dian, throgh the narrow cleft of the lids’ 
which they fometimes causd to be put over 
thefe wells, | 


As the new initiate employ’d feveral days 
in taking this view, he came out to take his 
meals and his tepofe, in fome of the fuperior 
houfes which lay moft conveniently in his way. 
The guide had them all given him in writing ; 
and thofe whom he met, direéted them in 
every place what they had to do. 7 


_:SETHos came the fourth day to that 
_ place call'd, The Field of Tears (Lugentes 
caempr.) It was an oblong, of the breadth of 
threeacres,and the length of nine, encompafs’d 
by four walks, in which terminated feveral 
other of the fubterranean pafflages, and was 
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cover’d by a very high vault. Here the offi- 
cers: of the fecond order were punith’d for 
any crimes committed, according to fentence 
given by three priefts ; and by different chafs 
tifements in proportion to the heinoufnefs 
of them. ‘Themoft common crimes, which 
were for having certain number of times fail'd 
in the punctual obfervance of their different 
employs, were.punifh’d by hard and unpro- 
fitable labour for:a certain number of days or 
hours. Themen, for example, one or more 
together, roll'd a cylinder of ftone, bigger or 
lefs, according to their number, up a fort 
of hill rais’d acrofs the eaftern end of the 
field ÿ and the ‘cylinder rolling down on 
the other fide, they rais’d it to the top again 
in the fame manner till it roll’d back again 
to the fame place from whence it came, and 
there they ‘begun again. The women drew 
water from deep wells, to pour it into a canal 
of flowing water drawn from the canal of the 
initiation ; and which, after having travers’d 
the chief of the fubterraneous walks, border’d 
the eaft end of the Field of Tears. Here is 
eafy to difcover the origin of the rock of | 
Sifyphus, and of the veffels of the Danaides 
in Orpheus. Thefe men and women were 
naked to their girdle ; but it was their own 
fault if they receiv'd any corporal punifhment : 
and: Sethos. was very well pleas’d to find the 
overfeers employ’d in moderating the eager+ 
nefs of thofe who were undergoing their peni~ 

tence, 
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tence. But fatiltsmore heinous were attended 
with pains really afflicting. Tho’ the priefts 
and prieftefles were liable to certain kinds of 
punithments, they were entirely hidden from 
the eyes of initiates, to preferve the honour 
of the priefthood ; and from the fecondary 
officers, to keep them within the bounds of 
that refpect due to their fuperiors, This cau- 
tion. was nevér difpens’d with but in crimes 
of à fcandalous nature, that had difturb’d the 
order of their houfe, or were publickly known. 
For fuch, they were condemn’d to one or 
more years of filence, which they were oblig’d 
to’ pafs under-ground. Sethos faw feveral 
priefts and priefteffes, cloath'd in black, di- 
vefted of the facerdotal tunick, walking round 
the Field of Tears, and hiding their faces; or 
going into the prifon which was on the fide 
of it. There every one had his cell; but they 
had no converfation but with books, which 
were not refus'd them. ‘To conclude; in 
ase of violation of the fecret, priefts, inati 
ates, and fecondary officers were condemn’d 
to a punifhment full of horror in its nature, 
tho’ it might be fhort enough. It was to ripu 
their bofoms and tear out their hearts ; whic 
were given to be devour’d by birds of prey. 
ft was even forbidden the prophane to afk 
queftions of any one whomfoever concerning 
the fecrets of the priefthood ; and if By an 
extraordinary accident they did furprize any, 
they were under penalty of death, ty’d down 
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to the fame fecrecy as the priefts themfelves, 
But whole ages hardly furnifh’d fuch an ex- 
ample; and it was only upon the idea they 
gave Orpheus of the punifhment of a revealer 
of their fecrets, that he invented that of Pro- 
metheus and Tityus : but he took the gigan- 
tick length, which he gave to the body of 
Tityus in his fable, who, according to him, 
being ftretch’d out at length on the ground, 
cover'd nine acres, from the real length of 
this field. 


SeTuos advancing yet farther, came to 
an inchanted place call'd, The Elyfian Fields, 
Here we mutt reprefent to ourfelves.a garden 
of about three quarters of a league in length 
from north to fouth, according to the fitua- 
tion of the pyramids, and of eight hundred 
paces broad from eaft to weft. This breadth 
began the laft third of the whole fquare, 
reckoning from the fuperior temple. Eight 
large parallel walks, which travers’d at equal 
diftances the whole fubterranean city, led 
to thefe Elyfian fields, and began in fome 
meafure the gatden, becaufe they were adorn’d 
oh both fides with great vafes of flowers or fra- 
grant fhrubs. The priefts, to embellifh their 

yfian fields, had employ’d whatever human 
invention, rais'd upon poetick ideas, could 
imagine, The light came from above to the 
whole extent of its fuperficies : but as ic fel 
to the bettom from the height of inaohe 

an 
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and forty feet, it was fomething weakén'd; 
and the fhadows of the trees, with which this 
garden was fill’d, weakening it yet more, at 
full day it feem’d but to enjoy the light of 
the moon. This fituation has, perhaps, given 
fome room for a defcription of the garden of 
the Hefperides, fo as we read it in Scylax, 
the geographer. Thofe minds which have 
experimented great a know how far 
a light thus allay’d, is proper for gentle 
dreams. This it was that put Orpheus on 
giving the Elyfian fields a peculiar fun and 
ftars, tho’.they had no other light but from 
the fun and ftars of our world. This im- 
menfe opening was bounded at top, as the 
other, in an enclofure intirely wall’d round, 
which belong'd to the priefts. The walls of 
thefe Elyfian fields, which terminated on the 
fouth fide in an oval, and were cut off ina | 
{trait line by a ftately edifice on the north, 
feem'd to fupport the heavens on the entabla- 
ture on the top of them. The oval end ap- 
pear’d to be a prodigious water-work, which 
to the eye, deceiv'd by the height and diftance 
of the object, feem'd to proceed out of the 
clouds ; and which, after having form’d feveral 
large canals, was loft, like all the waters of 
thefe fubterranean manfions, in the bowels 
of the earth: but befides all this, hidden 
pipes furnifh’d water playing out in fountains 
in the midft of an infinite number of bafons. 
This whole garden was divided into walks, 

groves, 
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groves, and labyrinths, adorn’d with excellent 
{tatues and fine groupes of brafs, marble and 
porphyry. The beds of the parterre were 
long chefts fet into the ground, and fill’d 
with earth brought thither, in which grew 
not only the moft beautiful flowers, but 
other ornamental plants, as myrtles, laurels, 
and orange-trees. In the middle of this whole 
{pot ofSground were mark’d out large {paces, 
which ferv’d as areas or circus’s for divers ex- 
ercifes of the body ; where not only the fecon- 
dary officers, in feveral of whofe functions a 
great activity was requir’d ; but the children 
of the priefts, both boys and girls, agreeable | 
to their fex, were train’d up in them. Their 
firft view in this, was to form and render the 
body active in general, as with other Egyptians. 
The fruits of this care was to draw a great 
number of people into their temples, by the 
exactitude and gracefulnefs with which they 
perform’d the numerous ceremonies of their 
religion. And in the common occurrences of 
life, tho’ the priefts and prieftefles were more 
referv'd, and had more modeftty in their be- 
haviour than worldly people, there was ob- 
{erv'd a grace and an eafinefs in their pofture 
and carriage, which the knowing often took 
for a model. 


But they had a reafon of much greater © 
q ‘to.them, co make their children 
expert in all thofe exercifes which have fince 

Vor. I. S compos’d 
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compos’ d the art of ferious reprefentations 
among the Greeks and Romans. It was by 
means of theatrical fcenes, that the priefts 
of the principal temples of Egypt, and efpe- 
cially thofe of Heliopolis and Memphis, an- 
{werd thofe queftions which were propos’d 
to them concerning future and hidden things*. 
They look’d upon this manner of anfwer- 
ing as lefs hazardous for them than the de- 
cifive oracles of Butos, or the aftrological 
predictions of Thebes, and capable at the 
fame time of caufing more furprize in thofe 
who confulted them, and who fancy’d they 
faw the very thing in queftion. The greater 
part of the enchantments, related in fabulous 
hiftory, were only fuch plays. Thefe repre- 
fentations were perform’d at Memphis, in 
that building which form’d the northern ex- 
_tremity of the Elyfian fields; and which, 
to attract the greater veneration, had the 
frontifpiece of a temple. The priefts of the 
firft cha, or thofe who apply’d themfelves 
to facred literature, prefided over thefe plays, 
and their children were train’d up to KA 
tho’ among the other claffes, they took both 
priefts and prieftefles who feem’d to have 
the greateft talent for thefe exercifes, and 


* The grounds of all this may be feen in the 11th 
chapter of Meurfius’s Eleufinia. M. l’Abbe Banier like. 
wile gives an explication of the enchantments pra@is'd 
in the temples of che antients, which comes up to this. 
Orig. des fables, tom. 3. p. 168. 

they 
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they employ’d both men and women of the 
fecond order to ferve atthem. The priefts, 
who were mathematicians, put in practice 
whatever experience had taught them in the 
mechanicks, for the probability of the ma- 
terial fhew, and the motion of the machines 
introduc’d therein. The opticks were in every 
part obferv’d with fuch nicety, that the 
fenfes were faithful while they gave falfe 
ideas ; and the objects themfelves could not 
have appear’d otherwife than their images 
feem’d to do, in the perfpective of their theatre. 
We muft likewife allow, that as they had 
no occafion for an entire amphitheatre, they 
plac’d the perfon, or few perfons, they were 
to anfwer to at each time, in fuch a point of 
view as was an infallible illufion to their 


fight. | 


Bu r all this was nothing in comparifon to 
the meafures which the knowledge they had 
of the difpofitions of the foul and body enabled 
them to take, to prepare their {pectators for 
this illufion. ‘They made them fometimes 
wait whole months ; and during that time, 
they endeavour'd to get partly out of them, 
and partly by other means, thofe circum- 
ftances which were preliminary to the matter 
which gave them uneafinefs; that they might 
compofe their verfes, and prepare the decora- 
tions of their fcenes accordingly. ‘They then 
receiv'd thofe who confulted them into the 
: S 2 private 


266 The Life of SeTuos. 
private apartments they had in the temple : 


And befides the myfterious ceremonies they 
perform'd before them there with the gates 
fhut, they fed them for feveral days together 
with nothing but light food and delicious lis 
quors, in which they mix’d foporiferous po- 
tions. At laft they took up a great ftone to- 
wards the bottom of the temple; and there 
they faw, by the favour of a gloomy and 
fparing light, an eafy flanting paffage, by 
which they were to defcend. They were 
lac’d in a fort of car, which was only open 
fore. The prieft, who was chief of the 
divination, plac’d himfelf by them; and if 
they were women, they were accompany’d 
by a prieftefs, who was allotted them from 
the beginning, as a companion and advifer. 
This car, compleatly mounted upon low 
wheels, which were hidden, and making no 
noife, was pufh'd gently from behind down 
the eafy defcent, as if it went of itfelf, into 
one of the walks we mention’d above, which, 
in fome meafure, began the Elyfian fields, 
The car was firft fet in motion, and conti- 
nued in it by officers of the fecond order, 
who came, without being feen, out of doors 
of this fubterraneous paflage, and who were 
' yeliev'd by others from fpace to fpace. 
And thus it went on in an equal motion to 
the Elyfian fields, at the entrance of which 
they alighted. 
THo’ 
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T 0’ this place ferves for a daily walk to 
all the fubterraneous inhabitants, yet when 
any fuch perfons were expected, every thing 
was fo order’d that they faw none but whom, 
at a diftance, they took for heroes or heroins, 
wife men and virtuous women. The prieft 
and prieftefs, who did not fuffer them to be 
out of their fight, nam’d the chief of thofe 
whom they faid had been beneficial to human 
fociety, either by their great fervices, or by 
wife inftructions, or at leaft by good examples. 
They let them fee at a greater diftance vaft 
crouds of thofe, who, tho’ their virtues had 
been bury’d in obfcurity, had not been the 
lefs punctual in the obfervance of them during 
their lives ; nor were they lefs rewarded for 
them after their death. The light fell equally 
upon all their faces, they were not, however, 
to be diftinguifh’d. Nearer were thofe who 
had fubdued the greateft of human pañfions, 
love and angers and next tothem, thofe who 
had only given way to chafte and lawful love ; 
or who had only follow’d the motives of a 
juft anger againft the wicked, for the benefit 
of the good, and the advantage even of the 
wicked themfelves. All thefe poffefs’d the 
bottom of the Elyfian fields, which was the 
moft agreeable part, On-the fide of them, 
in the wings, were thofe who had done great 
actions, but had fuffer’d them to be eclips’d 
by great and is se san ; or who, in 
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the courfe of their glorious undertakings, had 
fometimes taken the counfels of their paffions 
for the counfels of virtue. In another part, 
to conclude, were thofe whom love had never 
indeed prompted to commit a crime; but 
who, by means of this paffion, had been ren- 
der'd fupine and backward in the practice 
of their duty, and for ever averted from the 
heroick courfe they had begun to purfue. 
The fame reftlefs fpirit which had tortur’d 
them in their life, but above all, a regret 
for having in this manner travers’d their 
fate, follow’d them even in death. In vain 
the women they had lov'd, reprefented to 
them how fatisfy’d they ought to be with the 
fame they had acquir’d: they had not that 
ferenity in their countenances, which is the 
effect of accomplifh’d virtue, and thefe women 
turn’d afide to weep. At thefe fights fuch per- 
fons thought themfelves truly tranfported into 
the habitations of the other world, and be- 
liev'd none to be really alive but the prieft 
and prieftefles who accompany'd them. 


T HEY were next conducted to the theatre, 
which they were told was the temple of divi- 
nation. At their entrance, a noble ftair-cafe 
prefented itfelf to their view ; but thro’ the 
fteps they perceiv'd, as in a great cavern, 
flames, which arofe from a canal of fpirituous 
and fulphurous waters, which they had fet 
en fire. This canal, tho’ but narrow, by 

an 
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an effect of the opticks, feem’d to them a 
river of flames, of which Orpheus made his 
Phlegeton. Beyond the flames they faw 
men and women clad in fkins, which fitted 
fo clofe to their bodies, that they feem’d 
naked. Frightful figures of the Eumenides 
or Furies were continually fcourging them : 
the vaults refounded with the reiterated blows, 
which however not giving any wounds, 
fhew’d they met with bodies capable of 
fuftaining eternal torments. Thefe objects 
were fhewn them as long as was thought 
proper, according to their character; and 
they even acquainted them with the caufes 
of thefe different punifhments, fuch as they 
generally might apply to themfelves. They 
were at laft brought to the front of the theatre, 
where the prieft and prieftefs always feated - 
themfelves by them. There, befides the 
chorus’s, which, with the help of proper 
mufick, reprefented in as lively, and in a 
more affecting manner than nature itfelf, 
either people or armies, according to the 
fubject, the actors and actreffes, by means of 
imperceptible mafks, and other fecrets of the 
Pantomime art, counterfeited the vifages and 
voices of thofe perfons the confulters were 
concern'd for. 


T Ho’ the priefts did not give anfwer ta 
every thing they were confulted about with 
fo much ceremony ; and thefe theatrical re- 

| S 4 prefentatians 
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prefentations were in reality not perform’d 
above twice or thrice in a year ; there were, 
however, every day general preparations or 
reprefentations of fcenes invented on feign’d 
fubjects. The children of the priefts regularly 
attended them. The priefts and prieftefies 
who actually officiated below, and even thofe 
of the fuperior manfions, camethither by turns, 
either to act parts, or to give their advice, 
Initiates were likewife admitted, and heard: 
and as they made trials of the effects of their 
decorations and mufick, thefe rehearfals or 
proofs of fhews were finer than the mott 
finifh'd pieces in the world. The co jure 
priefts and priefteffes had their places aflign'd 
them in the latter, as among the Greeks and 
Romans fince. It was furprizing enough to 
hear with how much judgment they gave 
their opinions of them; becaufe even thofe 
who had receiv’d anfwers from them in 
this manner, beliew’d they had feen appari- 
tions, and not reprefentations. I am the 
fhorter in the defcription of this facred anec- 
dote, becaufe we fhall fee an example of it 
at large in the laft book, of which Sethos 
himfelf will be the object; but the conful- 
tation will be at Heliopolis, where the priefts, 
as we have before hinted, were more expert 
in divination than thofe of Memphis, 


I su ANT, however, quit this fubject with- 
Mut removing an objection, which may arife 
a | : in 
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m the minds of our readers, how the priefts 
of Memphis, fo enlighten’d, and fo pun@ual 
in every article of morality, could thus de, | 
ceive mankind. The key to this myftery is, 
that they themfelves were feduc’d. It was a 
conftant maxim amongit them, that divina- 
tion was inherent to the priefthood. They pre-+ 
poffefs’d their childen with this opinion ms 
their infancy, as they themfelves had in like 
manner receiv'd it from their fathers, Their 
facrifices, faftings and fcourgings, preparat 
to their anfwers, not in the prefence of thofe 
who confulted them, but amongft themfelves, 
fufficiently evince this truth. In like man- 
ner, all the meafures they took befides to get 
information of facts, their affiduities, as well 
in their clofets as private conferences, to en- 
deavour to forefee future events, by the cir- 
cumftances of times, places, and perfons, were 
in their minds but fo many natural means 
which they thought themfelves oblig’d to 
make ufe of, left they fhould tempt the gods, . 
and by their temerity draw upon the prieft- 
hood the lofs of fo precious a gift. With an 
eye to the fame precaution it was, that they 
were more or lefs precife in their anfwers, 
according to the infpirations they believ’d 
they had receiv'd. ‘They did not, however, 
attempt to conceal the fecret of this practice 
from their initiates. On the contrary, after 
having acquainted them with their principle, 
they were glad to get light from them on 
eo, & feveral 
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feveral queftions they propos’d them, as from 
men who had more knowledge of the world 
than they themfelves. As for their prepara- 
tives to work thofe who confulted them up 
to an illufion, or, as they call’d it, an extafy ; 
they had another view in them, which 
they look’d upon as very commendable, with 
re{pect as well to them, as to other perfons 
to whom they might relate their adventure. 
It was to infpire in them a love and fear of 
the gods; not only by a previous view of 
the Elyfian fields, and of Tartarus, of which 
they let them have a glimpfe, but by the 
great leffons, either given them in form, or 
cunningly infinuated in their fcenes. Indeed, 
in courfe of time, when the practice of divi- 
nation pafsd into Greece, or as it remain’d 
in Egypt, the intention of the diviners be- 
came exceedingly deprav’d: For, not to men- 
tion the palpable cheats of real impoftors, 
only defign’d to trick men of their money, 
and to corrupt the virtue of the women, the 
priefts of fome temples have had recourfe to 
magick operations and horrid forcery, which 
they thought a furer method to difcover 
hidden caufes than the invocation of the gods, 
or human and natural enquiries. But, in 
fhort, the refult of all thefe confiderations 
taken together, is this, that thofe of our Gre- 
cians who have attributed every kind of divi- 
nation to deceit, have, in this point, had but 
a faint knowledge of mankind, and that the 

c prepof- 
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prepoffeffion and enthufiafm of thofe who 
pretended to this gift has had a greater part 
in the error of divination, and has kept it up 
Jonger than fraud alone would have been capa- 
ble of. However, as both thefe caufes give 
equally place to truth, which becomes more 
and more manifefted, divination lofes ground 
daily ; and we may, without.being mafters of 
that art, foretell its approaching and entire 
extinction. On the fide of the Elyfian fields, 
advancing towards the pyramids, was the laft 
part of thefe fubterraneous manfions, or the 
Pantheon of the priefts of Memphis: On oc- 
cafion of which I fhall obferve, that whole 
Egypt was call’d, The Pantheon of the Uni- 
verfe. Tho’ the whole extent of thefe fub- 
terranean habitations was in general call’d the 
temple, properly fpeaking, the pantheon alone 
deferv'd that name. The entrance to it was thro’ 
feveral very deep arches, plac’d behind the 
trees on the weft-fide of the Elyfian fields. The 
roof of this temple was not extremely high, 
exceeding only by ten feet the height of the 
arches, which were of twenty feet: but tho the 
breadth was but of forty feet, the length was 
extraordinary, being equal to that of the 
Elyfian fields, comprehending even the depth 
of the theatre. Lefs would not have been 
fufficient to contain all the deities of Egypt 
in feparate chapels ; nor was there a chapel 
allotted to every one: for the Egyptians 
ador’d, at leaft, the thirty. thoufand mr 

| of 
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of which Hefiod the poet tells us. The fan- 
Œtuary of this temple was confecrated to Ifis, 
the mother of nature, or nature herfelf. Her 
ftatue was there plac’d upon a pedeftal, much 
the fame as Apuleius, in his Metamorphofis, 
reprefents this goddefs appearing to him in 
a dream. The foremoit chapels on the right 
and on the left, contain’d each feparate the 
image of one of the chief deities, which by 
the Romans, to whom Pythagoras brought 
them out of Egypt, were call’d Cofentes or 
Selects, q. d. counfellors of Jupiter, or chofen 
for his counfel *, 


NExT to them camethe demi-gods, call’d 
Semons or Medioximi, half men, or middling 
deities. ‘The images of thefe, as many of 
them as were known by name, were plac’d - 
feveral together in the fucceeding chapels, 
The laft chapels continu’d to the line of 
the frontifpiece of the theatre, and were 
appropriated to that infinite number of un- 
known deities, who, according to them, had 
their habitations neither in heaven nor hell, . 
but were difpers’d in the air, upon the earth, 
and in the waters. They were reprefented 
by general figures, or fuch of which one 
ferv'd for a whole kind, Thefe idols were 
plac’d in their feveral chapels, with their 
faces all turning towards the bottom of the 


* See Kirk, tom. 1. p. 174, 175. . 
7 temple, 
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temple, as that of Ifis was in the fantuary: but 
the bottom of the temple, from the line of the 
frontifpiece of the theatre to the wallattheend, 
thro’ which there was no entrance, was re- 
ferv’d for the mifchievous gods, otherwife cail’d 
evil genius’s. T'yphon was reprefented ftand- 
ing, leaning with his back againft the wall, 
and of the fame height; his arms ftretch’d 
out reach’d the walls on the right hand and 
on the left; near in the fame manner as the 
ftatue of Serapis, the Pluto of the modern 
Egyptians, in his temple, which we now fee 
at Alexandria *. But Typhon had the figure 
ofa man only from his head down to his navel ; 
he was reprefented with flames proceeding 
out of his eyes and mouth, and from the 
trunk of his body two enormous dragons, 
which fupply’d the place of thighs and 
legs +. His fingers were vipers, agreeable 
to the defcription which Hefiod gives of 
T'ypheus, and Apollodorus of Typhon, which 
were the fame. From the bottom of the temple 
to the line of the frontifpiece of the theatre 
‘were twenty chapels on each fide, in which 
were the images of the malign genius’s, 
which, like the figure of Typhon, fac’d the 
good deities, to fhew their oppofition to 
them. The walls and roof of the temple, 
as well as of the arches on each fide, were 
adorn’d with hieroglyphicks, which contain’d 


* See Kirk, tom. f. pag. 199. 
t See his fig. in Kirk, ibid. pag. 221. J 
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the hiftory, as well as an account of the wor: 
fhip, of the gods in the pantheon, Here 
were perform'd every night, from ten till 
two, feveral forts of facrifices and ceremonies; 
at which were prefent all the inhabitants of 
thofe lower manfions, even the prifoners of 
the Field of Tears, as well as thofe who had 
fail’d in the trials of the initiation, the priefts 
and priefteffes of the upper houfe, when they 
would, provided they did not neglect their 
common functions elfewhere, the greater 

art of the initiates, and the new initiate and 
a guide the three laft days of the mani- 
feftation. 


As thefe no@urnal ceremonies began be- 
fore the end of the natural day, they firft 
offer’d their devotions to thofe divinities to 
whom the day was confecrated. Moft of 
them had their peculiar victims; and they 
even knew the feveral forts of wood which 
they were to ufe, either to burn the victim 
whole, or fome parts of it *. The wood was 
fet on fire, according to the different digni- 
ties of the gods; either by the fun-beams, 
brought thither by means of a parabolical 
glafs, as the facred fire of the veftals, or by 
the {parks from a flint ftruck by a fteel ; or 
laftly, by theflames of alamp. The Greeks 


* See for this whole account, Kirk, tom. 1. Syntag. 3. 
cap. 9. & 10. 
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and Romans adopted thefe niceties, and car- 
ry'd them fo far as to obferve the difference 
of fountains from whence they drew the 
water to extinguifh the fre with which the 
victim was confum’d. As in Egypt they 
have no other water but that of the Nile, 
they made ufe of that only in their facrifices ; 
but they fetch’d it every day out of the great 
channel of that river for the ufe of the pan- 
theon. This, perhaps, gave occafion to thofe 
authors whom Diodorus follow’d, to fay, that 
three hundred and twenty priefts of Mem- 
phis brought every day water out of the Nile 
the diftance of feveral furlongs. 


SoME of thefe deities had only facrificing 
priefts, and others none but prieftefles. But at 
midnight the facrificing prieft for the day, 
follow'd by two lines of priefts, came out of 
the laft arch towards the bottom of the temple, 
on the fide of the Elyfian fields, and went 
into the fanétuary to the ftatue of Ifis. They 
were accompany’d by a great chorus of 
mufick form’d by other priefts, prieftefies, 
and even their children of both fexes, and of 
all ages from nine years upwards. When the 
facrificing prieft was come to the ftatue, the 
two lines of priefts ftopp'd, and made room 
for the offering which follow’d to pafs be- 
twixt them, And here the truth of the hif- 
torical fact obliges me to fay, that this offer- 
ing was carry d by priefts daughters, to the 

3 number 
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number of eighteen, two and two, naked, 
and having each a bafket of fruit, or other 
prefents, according to the feafon. Thefe 
girls began this office at thirteen, and conti- 
nued it till their marriage. The facrificing 
prieft receiv'd and emptied all thefe bafkets 
upon a great fquare altar, on the foot of 
which was this infcription ; which being 
copy'd from the Egyptian upon a marble, 
is yet to be feen ina temple of Capua *. Te, 
tibi, una, quæ es omnia, Dea Ifis. That is, 
We offer thee to thyfelf, thou only and 
univerfal deity, goddefs Ifis. The maidens 
who brought the offering, retired behind the 
fanctuary, and the priefts went into it, to ac- 
complifh the ceremonies, which lafted near 
two hours, always accompany'd with the 
found of voices and inftruments. Thefe cere- 
~ monies differ’d in the four feafons, as did the 
hymns, which were the fubject of their 
mufick ; many of which were afterwards 
fung in the fuperior temple, and from thence 
came into the mouth of every Egyptian, for 
the beauty of their verfes and tunes, which 
were fometimes heighten'd by novelty. 


TH ESE were the myfteries of Ifis; the 
fecrecy of which made them fo refpected in 
the flourifhing ages of Egypt; and which 
having been reveal’d during the confufion 


* Ses Kirk, tom. 1. pag, 183. 
of 
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_of:wars ‘and the oppreffion of conquerors, . 
have’ ferv'd as an example or pretext for that . 
licentioufnefs which has fince fpread itfelf 
over the temples of Greece and Italy. By 
all the memoirs that: have come to my hands 
it plainly appears, that the priefts and affitt- 
. ants in antient Egypt never made an ill ufe of 
what pafs’d before“ their eyes in the Pan- 
theon. Orpheus has exprefs’d the defcrip- 
tion they were ty’d'down to on this head by 
‘the awfulnefs of the place, under the image 
of Tantalus ftanding in the midft of water, 
but not being able'to drink. Lycurgus, car- 
rying his ideas yet farther, fuppos’d that wif- 
dom which reign’d in Egypt throughout the 
whole facerdotal order, in which no inftance : 
has been known of any diforder arifing from 
a paffion for women, : was owing to their fee- 
ing them in this manner naked every day. 
And this it was made him eftablifh in his 
republick the luctations.or wreftlings at which 
the youth of both fexes perform’d their exer- 
cifes naked in the fight of the whole world. 
He faid, the Lacedemonian women were 
deck’d in the circus. by the publick modefty, 
from what he had heard the prieftsin Egypt: 
fay, that theirs were deck’d in the Pantheon. 
with religious holinefs. However}: a long: 
experience has.convinc'd the wile of che truth 
of that fentence of the old Latin poet Ennius, : 
who fays, that nakednefs expos’d to the eyes 
» of the citizens, is‘ the original --fourte: of . 
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the diforders of a republick. Flagsty prsn- 
cipium efl.nudare inter cives corpora. À. very 
faint knowledge of the Greek and Roman 
hiftory is fufficient to give us an idea of; that. 
fhameful excefs to which the firft commu-. 
nication of the myfteries of Ifis difcoverd, 

carry’d thofe nations. ‘The Egyptians them- 
felves, fallen from their priftine aufterity, 

had introdue’d into the temples, which, they | 
were allow’d to erect out of Egypt, and efpe- 
cially at Rome, fuch an extravagant licen- 
tioufnefs, that the fenate made feveral decrees. 
to abolifh thofe temples they. call’ d Mem- 
phitick. Popular fuperftition, fu Ported | by.a . 
habitude rooted in debauchery, ind render'd,, 
thefe decrees of no effet, tillithe conful Paulys. 
Emilius himfelf took an. ax, and. began the: 
demolition. of them.. Thefe temples. were, 
re-eftablifh'd. under the di@atorfhip of Sylla, 
and deftroy'd again by the conful C. Calpur-. 
nius Pifon *. The emperors, fucceffors. of 
Auguftus, rebuilt them, or pull'd them dows, . 
according as they prov’d enemies or. fathers. 
of their country ; and the vigilance of that, 
moft holy and pious prince Marcus Aurelius , 
Antoninus, who now governs the world-with , 
as. much Wifdom as glory, bas enough .to do. 
to .pfewent .thefe. infamous practices. from. 
“A réflord db À Es À in ns = OF , 
other.: - ue 


* See o on a chis fobje® T. Liv, d dec. fom. 5. 9. 
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SETHOS, to omit nothing, enter'd, after 
the facrifice of the laft day of the manifefta- 
tion, thro’ one of the weftern porches of the 
Pantheon into that walk, which ran along the 
bottoms of the pyramids; and having found the 
iron grates which bounded it on the northern 
fide, he had the fatisfaction of touching it 
on the infide, as he had done without, when 
he was with Amedes at the bottom of the 
well of the pyramid. By that, he in fome 
manner bore teftimony to himfelf, that he 
had happily accomplifh'd the painful ahd 
— courfe of the initiation. He lay, 

owever, that night, according to cuftoni, in 
the fubterranean manfions ; while prepara- 
tion was making: agaïnft the next day for 
the magnificent proceflion, which they call’d; 
The great Ifiack Pomp, or, The Triumph of 
the Initiate. | 


. ‘Tue evening. before, fix officers of the 
fecond order appear’d on horfeback before 
the king’s palace, which, as we have al- 
ready faid, was oppofite to the temple at the 
other end of the fquare : and there they pro- 
claim’d by found of trumpet, that the next 
day a new initiate would appear. They after- 
wards made the fame proclamation in every 
ftreet of the city thro’ which the proceffion 
was to pafs. They did not mention the ini- 
tiate’s name, but they declar’d him to be an 
T 2 Egyptian. 


482 The Life of SETHOS. 

Egyptian. For with regard to foreign initi- 
ates, the proclamation was only ae at the 
gate of the temple ; becaufe the proceffion, 
which was not near fo pompous, went only, 
round it. This was always agreeable news 
to the kings, who believ'd they thereby gain'd 
a faithful fervant upon all occafions. But it 
was yet a greater joy to the people, who 
look’d upon the Egyptian initiates as wife 
mediators between the king and them, and 
as powerful protectors about his perfon. As 
many years generally pafs’d without their at- 
’ taining fo great an advantage, the rarity of 
it enhanced the value, and infpired every one 
with an earneft defire to fee this ceremony. 
Upon this particular occafion the difpofitions 
of the court were alter’d. They had then no 
fufpicion there that the new initiate was 
Sethcs. Every one thought him out of Mem- 
phis, and fome even believ'd him out of Egypt: 
and befides, confidering the corruption of 
manners, and meannefs of fentiments in 
which the greater part of the courtiers were 
plung’d, they look’d back to the age of 
fables tor thofe heroick times when kings or 
fons of kings were candidates for the initia- 
tion. Sefoftris, who was initiated at Thebes, 
was the laft king of Egypt, who had the am- 
_ bition to aim at this dignity. And thus the 
queen, in imitation of thofe mothers who 
think they have taken great care of their chil- 
dren, when they forbid them all exercifes 
oe : that 
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that require refolution and courage, did not 
fail, when fhe heard the news, to obferve to 
the ladies about her, that if the knew: one of 
her fons fhould defire to. be initiated, fhe 
would foon prevent it: and the judicious 
company: was very much difpos'd to applaud 
her. As for the king, as he did not meddle 
with the affairs of ftate, and only employ'd 
his fervants in his PA Re ; he was very 
little affected with the merit of the initiation, 
and propos’d to himfelf no other fatisfaction 
in it, but the pleafure of feeing this pomp 
_ pafs under the windows of the palace, 


Tue whole night was employ'd in adorn- 
ing the infide of the temple with. whatever 
che priefts had moft magnificent in their 
end and the citizens of Memphis pre- 

a the ftreets, and embellifh'd the outfides 

Fe their houfes with their moft . precious 
-moveables. A little after fün-rifing, the 
temple. was open’d to the people, and in the 
middle of the fanétuary they faw the taber- 
nacle of Ifis, which was brought up from the 
fubterranean temple. It was a large coffer, 
cover’ d with a veil of white filk, embroider’ d 
with hieroglyphicks . in gold, over which 
was a black gauze, to fignify the fecret of 
the myfteries of the goddefs. Before, the 
es: mov'd, they offer’d a facrifice to 
| during which, the daughters of the 
— who never, appear abroad : bur = 
e 
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the feftivals of Ifis, danc’d, by turns, grave 
dances to the found of inftruments alone: 
Immediately afterwards the march began to- 
wards the city. The fix officers, who had 
proclaim’d the ceremony, went firft, found- 
ing their trumpets from time to time; and 
two Jines of guards of the fame order march'd 
on each fide of the a the whole 
length of it. Of the four claffes of priefts, 
the mathematicians, the phyficians, and the 
lawyers went firft, preceded by their children 
in the fame order, and in the fame habits as 
themfelves. All the priefts wore a black 
robe under a tunick of fine linnen ; but aver 
the tunick, the three firft claffes of the pro- 
ceffion wore robes of blue, violet or red ; of 
which one part cover'd their heads. Be- 
tween the two lines march’d, one by one, 
riefts, whom they call’d Paftophores : in- 
ead of robes, they had cloaks of the colour 
of their clafS; and they carry'd the books of 
Mercury, from whence they borrow’d their 
fciences *. 2° 


AFTER this firft part of the proceffion, 
came a prieft of the firft clafs in a black 
cloak, who carry’d in both hands the famous 
Ifiack table, refting upon his breaft; Ît was 
of copper, but border’d and travers’d with 
plates of filver, upon which were engraven 


* Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. 6: 
_ the 
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the emblemis of the myfteries of Ifis, repre- 
féntéd by the figures of men and women, 
ftanding or fitting, and of which fome had 
the heads of beafts *. He was follow’d by 
thé daughters Gf the priefts, clad in'tunicks 
of finelintien, over robes of tlie colour of their 
fathers clafs, and having over their tunicks 
a fort of ‘fcarfs, each ‘of a different colour. 
embroider’d with gold, with golden tufts, and 
faften’d on their left fhoulders with a précious 
ftone. They were drefs’d in their hair with 
tufts of herons feathers, and adorn’d with 
ear-rings, necklaces of pearls, and bracelets 
of an ineftimable value. They form’d four 
lines, arid went atm by arm, two and two. 
The prieftefles, who were governefles, went 
in the middle, cloath’d all in black, except- 
ing their tunicks ; and on the fides of thefe 
extraordinary beauties, which were but {el- 
dom feen, the guards were doubled. By the 
bare defcription of Apulieus, we find that even ~ 
other women, who were initiated to Ifis, 
fince the devaftation of Egypt; have taken 
the place of thefe damfels in füch forts of 
proceffiüns, at which even the other priefteffes 
did not affift before. After thefe daméfels, 
camé’a'very gréat choir of mufñck, Céftipds’d 
of priefts and their childrén, who’ proclaim’d 
the approach of thé tabernacle of His. It 
: %* Bee Ritk. aboue this table; OEd: Ægypr. com. 4. 

80. & feq. and the Ant. of F. Montfaycoh, vol. 2, 
part 2. page 33%. | ee 
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was carry'd on the fhoulders of eight priefts: 
but immediately preceding it, went maidens 
of the fecond order,: clad in habits of white 
woollen, very fine, and adorn’d with flowers, 
who having cit'erns and tabors in their hands, 
danc’d before the tabernacle a fort of light 
dances. ; the imitation. of which the Greeks 
have carry'd too far in their Orgies. . - Others 
of thefe. maidens, who went on each fide, 
burnt perfumes ; the fmoke of :which fur- 
rounding the tabernacle,. it feem’d to be 
always in a: cloud. The high-prieft. walk’d 
alone after.the tabernacle. , He was cloath'd 
in white.under his tunick ;. and over. it. with 
a purple robe lin’d with, ermin; the train of 
which. was carry’d. by two children of. the 
fecond, order. He had a fort of mitre .on, 
-peculiar to him alone, and he only had the 
augural ftaff, which all other priefts bore- in 
his abfence. He was follow’d by the priefts 
- of the firft clafs, or interpreters of the facred 
literature, whofe books were likewife carry'd 
by Paftophores, ‘Two.among them: carry'd 
‘a pole on. their; fhoulders, upon which was 
placd: the. augural or divinitory urn; it 
was cover'd by an aftrolable,. a quadrant and 
‘a compafs. For tho’ aftrology was, more in 
ufe at.Thebes than, in the other temples, 
aftronamical inftruments. were ‘every. where 
the fymbols of divination. All the priefts 
of-this.-clafs were cluath’d, under ‘and: above 
their white tunicks; ‘in Back. The antienteft 


ote ~" went 
+ + | 
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went neareft the-tabernacle. So, contrary to 
the order of the three firft claffes, they were 
follow'd. by. their children, the two lines of 
which were clos’d by the four 2 af 
education. Here, properly fpeaking, the 
Ifiagk: pomp ‘ended. It was feen upon other 
occafions,. but. had never been fo numerous, 
and. fo: re as on this. _ 

Tae. lat part, of the TN or the 
triumph of the initiate, had a military ap- 
pearance, even with: regard to thofe who were 
not warriors ; becaufe it was {upposd, that 
they. defended their.. country in: their. way; 
and befides, the initiates. were indifferentlÿ 
of every profeffion for the fervice of the king 
and of the publick, At the head.afthe fecond 
‘interval, ‘appear'd,, under the found of fifes 
and kettle-drums, - three ftandards flying 
The.firft bore the fymbol of the kingdom of 
Memphis, which. was.the Ox: Apis ; the 
fecond that of Egypt, which was a {phynx; 
and third that of the whole world, which 
was.a ferpent, biting his tail, in the form of - 
a circle This .was to fignify. the order ac- 
cording to which the initiate devoted himfelf 
to the fervice of mankind. .The initiates ap- 
pear'd next ; they were but few-in number 
in.every nome : and thofe who. had any em= 
ploys, either in war, or in the -pravinces, 
did . not quit: aa ta be at this ceremony. 
However, if there: were: any initiates of _ 
i er 


288 The Life of Se Tuds. 

ther nome, they had ‘their placés Tere“aez 
cording to the order of ‘their reception, for 
all the initiates of Egypt made but oñe body. 
They march’d one by one in their ‘ufual 
habits, that is, in a veft of fine linnen which 
reach’d but to their knees, and ‘which they 
never went without ; and over 'their veft was 
the robe of their dignity or function : on 
the fide of them, and out of the rank, went the 
foreign initiates, if there’ were any in Egypt : 
and thus it was that Orpheus affifted at the 
triumph of Sethos. According to this order 
it often häppen’d that generals and even 
princes, who were younger in the initiation, 
gave place to mere citizens. | 


AT ne Care the new initiate, having 
at his right-hand the youngelt of the prielts, 
and at his left the eldeft of the initiates. 
For this firft day he was cloathed only in a 
whité tumick, with a train trailihg after him 
of the length of his body : Ovet it he had & 
Shoulder-belt,, white border’ ‘with black, at 
which hung 4 {word ; the hilt of which was 
only of fteel : inftead of a girdle, he had à 
fire-colour’d fcarf, embroider’d with gold: 
He had a chaplet of myrtl¢ on his head, and 
in his hand he held a large branch of palm, 
as the fymbol of peace : His head was ¢over'd 
with a white veil, which fe over his face 
and breaft, thro’ which he could fee enfowgh 
to walk by, but which hinder’d every id 
| om 
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from knowing him. Behind him follow’d a 
triumphal chariot, drawn by four horfes in 
front, Four virtues held a triumphal crown 
over the emptyfeat; and images of the vices 
enflav’d, border’d all the circumference of the 
footboard, This chariot was, excepting fome 
fymbols, like to that in which generals made 
their entries into the chief cities of Egypt, 
at their return from any fignal victory. But 
the initiate never went into his’; to fhew 
that he did not afpire even to thofe exterior 
honours which his great actions might merit. 
In this ceremony the initiate had ‘ar all times 
been receiv’d with great acclamations of the 
people. Bur the extravagance and injuftice 
of Daluca's adminiftration, ‘made the hopes 
of fome relief of yet greater concern to all 
the inhabitants of Memphis. Flowers and 
{weet effences were fcatter’d in abundance 
on the initiate from the windows and ftreets. 
No mufick was ever fo affe€ting as the con- 
cert of benedictions they beftow'd upon 
him, It was for this reafon, though the 
joy had been lefs~at other times, that the 
initiate always went veil’d ; that he might 
app no part Of thefe tranfports of publick 
affection to himfelf, and that he might, on 
the contrary, fuppofe they were only due to 
the high efteem had for a body, whofe ex- 
amples he was hereby taught to follow, and 
whofe glory he was encourag’d to main- 
tain. | 
SETHOS, 
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: SETHOS, after having in this manner 
made acircuit ofa great part of the city, came 
to the fquare, in which was:the kin ’s palace. 
The king,.the queen, and a croud of courtiers 
waited their coming, in a long balcony, 
adorn'd with rich tapeftry. Oforoth, who by 
nature was good, feem'd to take part in 
thefe rejoicings, as the acclamations pro- 
claim’d their approach. As far as he could fee 
the laft divifion of this pomp, and above all, 
when he difcover’d the head of. the initiate, 
which was at: leaft equal to the talleft, he 
felt a foft commotion, which. immediately 
rais’d in the queen, who was an enemy tO 
all good, ai very lively jealoufy : But her 
confufion was fenfibly increasd, when: the 
initiate afaended.a high fcaftold, erected ac- 
cording to cuftom, before the balcony of 
the palace. Here. he kneel'd down on,.2 
cufhion, and made a profound reverence to 
the king... Then..rifing, he drew his {word, 
as offering ,it for his fervice. . At. this action, 
which the young prince. perform'd with a 
wonderful grandeur: and. noble air, Oforoth, 
‘almoft with teats. in his eyes, ftoop'd,: and 
firetch’d out: his arms.as to embrace this ini- 
tiare. He then-turn’d to ‘the right and to 
the left, to .infpire every one with that ten- 
der admiration. with which he himfelf wes 
pierc’d. ‘The eon encourag’d by this 
example, vented oufands of joyful accla- 
mations 
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mations addrefs’d to the king. They with’d 
him to be their mafter, and to continue fo 
during a long courfe of life. At the fame 
time they fix’d their eyes upon the queen in 
a manner, which tho’ no otherwife infult- 
ing, than in their fecret intentions, fhe how- 
ever perfectly comprehended. This lady, 
who, in compliance to the king, was oblig’d 
to conceal that real rage, which gnawed her 
very foul, under a forc’d fmile, was for a 
long time the object, not only of the people, 
but even of the courtiers, who detefted her, 
tho’ they were become her flaves. But her 
diforder was yet infinitely greater, when. the 
Initiate was gone down from the fcaffold, 
and return’d to the temple, holding in one 
hand his naked fword, and in the other his 
branch of palm croffing one another. For 
the king took this occafion to afk the queen 
after his fon, who, he faid, had the fame fhape 
and gaite as the initiate. He added, that he 
with’d it had been Sethos, and that he fhould 
think it a happinefs in his old age to have a 
fon who might deferve fo great an honour. 
The queen, who was confirm’d in her belief 
of Sethos being abfent, becaufe fhe did not 
fee Amedes among the initiates, inform’d 
the king of the journey for which Sethos 
and Amedes had defir'd leave three months 
before. The king took it ill fhe had not 
acquainted him with it. He even faid, EE 
| e 
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fhe had inform’d him: of it, he fhould not 
have been fo long abfent, but have been back 
again time enough to have feen a triumph 
which would have ftirr’d up his emulation, 
But the hour of Oforoth’s converfion was 
not yet come, and he had more violent 
fhocks than that to fuffer before he could 
be awak'd out of his lethargy ;. or rather, 
the prefent-object;, which always’ affected this 
prince,. foon gave way to other impref- 
fions, 


- IN the mean'time‘the initiate being enter’ d 
into the temple, afcended'a very high throne. 
The uppermoft. ftep was large enough to 
hold three: or four people: together. Two 
officers of the’ fecond order' follow’d him 
thither, and-drew- two large curtains before 
them. While certain hymns were finging 
below, which explain’d, in the nature of a 
prophecy, thofe benefits which might be 
expected from an initiate of illeftrious ‘birth, 
Sethos put. on his common habit over his 
white veft; and in about half an hour, the 
curtains being drawn. away, difcover'd him 
to the peoplé, with which the temple was 
crouded.: The:aeclanyations were doubled at 
the fight ‘of him, and the news was inftantly 
carry’d-to the king. The queen, who was 
prefent, was caft-into an excefs'of defpair, 
which fhe was :oblip’d then to aes 

ut 
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but which will foon produce very fatal . 
effects.. In. the mean time they had- fur. - 
ther,.information, that Sethos was to ftay, 
the. remainder of: the day and. the enfuing. | : 
night in. the college of the priefts; where 
there were to be great rejoicings on account. . 
of his reception. | 


L I F E 
S ET HO S. 


HE next morning Sethos and 
Amedes went to the palace to 
the king’slevee. Oforoth, in the 
prefence of feveral of the gran- 
dees who were in his apart- 
ments, receiv’d his fon with open arms. He 
thank’d Amedes for having procur’d him the 
advantage of the initiation ; and he told the 
young prince, that the war which the kings 
of Thebes and This had but then jointly de- 
clar’d againft the kingdom of Memphis, 
would 


e| 
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would foon give him an opportunity of em- 
ploying his fword, which he had devoted 
_ to his fervice at the ceremony of the fore- 
going day. After a converfation which ran 
wholly upon general topicks, the king feem- 
ing inclin’d to be alone, Sethos retir’d. He was 
follow'd by the courtiers, who thought things 
would foon take another turn at court, and 
that Sethos would have a great fhare in the 
diftribution of military employs. 


THE queen in the mean time had form’d 
a new plan of politicks, which fhe propos’d 
to follow. Her chief aim, to which every 
thing was to be fubfervient, was the de- 
ftruction of Sethos ; and the difpofition to- 
wards a war, which, ’tll then, fhe had been 
difquieted at, was ‘thought of fervice for . 
the execution of her defign. Among other 
things, fhe refolv’d to let the return of the 
king’s inclination to his fon take its free 
courfe, and particularly not to interrupt the 
general tendency of the court, and of every 
order of the kingdom to court the favour of 
Sethos, This trial lafted about a fortnight, 
during which time, howeyer, fhe carefully 
kept on her fide the fecrets of the ftate, and 
the key of the treafures deftin’d for the ex- 
pence of the war. None of the officers of 
the army were yet named. At the expira- 
tion of this term, fhe pitch’d upon a mo- 
ment fhe thought the moft favourable to 

Vou I. U fucceed 


296 The Life of SETHOS. 


fucceed in a private conference fhe had de- 
fir’d with the king. 


My lord, faid fhe, you have had time 
to make trial of the confequences which. 
may attend the too fignal marks of confi- 
dence in a king to his fon, the heir to his 
crown, to whom a whole kingdom adheres, 
as their future and undoubted mafter. You 
already fee the court of prince Sethos more 
frequented than your own; and the people, 
filatter’'d only with the hopes of his reign, 
fhew a more fervent affcétion for him, than 
you perhaps found in them for your own 
perfon when you firft afcended the throne. 
It is in vain we pretend to difpute this pri- 
vilege to youth, if we once fuffer them to 
take advantage of it. But I dare affirm, that 
the art of government prefcribes very diffe- 
rent maxims. Witnefs, my lord, your royal 
father, who poffefs’d this art to a degree 
beyond any of his predeceffors. You know 
in what manner the great Sefonchis behay’d 
with regard to you ; I won't fay to the age 
of fixteen, which is that of the prince your 
fon, but tothe age of fifty, at which your 
reign began. During fo long a guardianfhip | 
he never imparted any of his defigns to 
you ; and twice or thrice when he, at your 
follicitation, fuffer’d you to give proofs of 
your valour in war, it was barely in the 
charaëter of a yoluntier; and he always 

_ | named 
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named his generals to his own mind, even 
for thofe expeditions in which you ferv'd in 
perfon. In the mean time you never afpir’d, 
without his knowledge, to titles eminent 
and proper to win and feduce the people, 
fuch as is that of an initiate. I don’t, how- 
ever, impute to the young prince a defign 
which is far above the reach of his age, and 
which fhews us in him an example of an 
initiate of fixteen years, not to be parallell’d 
in our hiftories. ‘The only author of this 
project is Amedes, a man of a dangerous 
virtue, who leaves no ftone unturn’d to be 
reinftated in the miniftry, in order to weaken 
that fovereign authority in you, which I ex- 
ercife in your name. I know it is through 
his intrigues that the king of This, who had 
not before joyn’d the king of T hebes, has 
taken up arms againft you. ‘The latter ts 
only induc’d to war by an ancient jealoufy 
of the kings of Thebes againft the kings of 
Memphis, and he makes no other demands 
but that of fome places which he pretends 
belong to his frontiers. But the king of 
_ This, as brother to the late queen Nephte, 
and uncle to prince Sethos, prefumes to con- 
cern himfelf with the affairs of your ftate. 
Under the colour of the chimerical defigns 
he imputes to me, he has the aflurance, 
at the inftigation of Amedes, to demand of 
you, that a greater regard than hitherto be 
had to the young prince at Memphis, during 
Ue your 
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your life-time. It is my duty, my lord, to 
inform you of thefe confpiracies, which are 
forming, as well within as out of your do- 
minions, again{ft your fovereign power. It 
is your fault if they be not ftifled in their 
birth ; but I can’t go about it effectually 
without your approbation. 


Tue king, who fecm’d himfelf to have 
acquir’d a greatnefs of foul and a more ele- 
vated mind upon the initiation of his fon, 
anfwer’d Daluca: That he approv’d her 
care for whatever concern’d the authority 
of his government: But at the bottom, ad- 
ded he, in the difpofition the late king, my 
father, left the minds of his fubje&s, I find 
I have power fufficient, and all that is want- 
ing is a due management of it for the good 
of my kingdom, and the fecurity of my 
people. Befides, added he, the univerfal 
and conftant teftimony of all men, and even 
of all my predeceflors, won’t fuffer me to 
entertain any miftruft of the initiates. Se- — 
fonchis himfelf, whofe example you alledge, 
and who underftood mankind better than 
any prince in the world, made ufe of Ame- 
des, during the whole courfe of his reign, 
in the moft fecret and difficult occurrences, 
and feem’d always perfectly fatisfy’d with 
his condu&. Amedes always declining the 
office of prime minifter has been the only 
reafon why I burthen’d the late queen and 
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you with the weight of this office. In ef- 
fect Oforoth, judging of others by himfelf, 
and only refle&ing upon the cares and fa- 
tigues of the adminiftration, did not fo much 
as think what might be, at leaft for perfons 
of a certain rank, an object of defire and 
ambition. You may remember, continued 
he, that at your entrance upon the admini- 
{tration I advis’d you to Amedes as an affif- 
tant, and I fhould advife you to it with more 
earneftnefs at this time, when the cares of 
an approaching war feem to me more per- 
plexing to a perfon of your fex; but 
that I would not have Amedes be ab- 
fent from my fon in the firft campaign 
heis going to make. Idon’t propofe, how- 
ever, to give my fon, for his firft trial, the 
command of my troops. On the contrary, 
Amedes fhall make him pais thro’ every de- 
gree of military fervice, and the prince fhall 
begin by obeying thofe, over whom he will 
foon command. I therefore expect you give 
me a lift of the chief officers who are to ferve 
in this war, and efpecially the name of him - 
you defign for general: for it.is time we go 
to meet the enemy. Daluca anfwer’d; That 
tho’ fhe herfelf had continued to provide for 
the frontiers, fhe, as well as the whole court, 
had believ’d, for a fortnight paft, that the 
king, in conjunétion with Sethos, would 
make choice of proper commanders. But, 
as it was not fo, fhe would the next morn- 
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ing bring him a lift of the general officers 
for his approbation, and that then they 
fhould depart without delay. 


THE queen had at that time the lift 
about her, with a defign of fhewing it to 
the king at the conclufion of this conference. 
But this prince had by his anfwers put her fo 
far befides her meafures, and feem’d fo little 
fenfible of the fears fhe thought to furprize 
him with, and fo eafy with regard to thofe 
fhe intended to render fufpected, that fhe 
had not the courage at that time to offer 
him a lift of men according to the humour 
of her new-modell’d court, and confequent~ | 
ly without virtue or merit. The old off- © 
cers, who were yet living, were not indeed 
remov’d, but all the vacancies were fill’d 
up with young men, who were the moft 
devoted to thofe ladies who had taken them 
off from their military exercifes, or at leaft 
who had made them return, as foon as it 
was in their power, from thofe expeditions 
of little moment, which had offer’d fince 
Daluca’s adminiftratton. The general fhe 
had nominated was a man of thirty years of 
age, more fitting to diftinguifh himfelf in 
war by his prtde and prefumption, than by 
his prudence and valour. Full of ambition, 
which wanted virtue for its fupport, he 
fought more the envy than the efteem of 
other men, and being a flaye to Daluca, fet 

as 
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as great a value upon her fpirit of intrigue, 
as her quality of a queen. The difficulty | 
was to make him acceptable to the king in 
the new circumftance of the change which 
feem’d to appear in him, and above all of 
the concern he had to take to place his fon 
in an army made up of good troops and ex- 
perienc’d commanders. However, fhe was 
under an abfolute neceflity of having a ge- 
neral of this character to impart her defigns 
to: She employ’d the night following to for- 
tify herfelf with refolution and affurance to 
employ her utmoft influence to get this ge- 
neral confirm’d. She knew very well, that 
by this choice fhe put the affairs of the 
kingdom in fome danger: but fhe argu’d 
within herfelf, that being rid of Sethos, and 
remaining mother to the fecond fucceflor to 
the throne, every thing would turn in her 
favour. 


THE next morning fhe accofted the king 
with her table-book in her hand: My lord, 
faid fhe, I have taken care to preferve thofe 
officers who have gain’d the greateft repu- 
tation in the fervice of the late king your 
father, in their feveral ftations. You may, 
perhaps, think the general I have nam’d 
fomething young; but, not to mention his 
other qualities, what I efteem the moft in 
him, and what the late king fought the 
moft in all his generals, is his affiduous and 
U 4 conftant 
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conftant dependance upon the orders of the 
court. You, my lord, without ftirring out 
of your clofet, ought to be, like the great 
Sefonchis, the real and only commander of 
your armies. Your officers of war have no 
other intereft but to give proofs of their va- 
Jour, and to obtain teftimonies of their zeal 
and fervice : but you alone know how far your 
army is to be hazarded, and your enemy 
to be purfued. I therefore think it my 
duty to propofe a general to you who will 
be led by your views, and who has no other 
motives than thofe you fhall give him. If 
this caution be at all times neceflary, it is 
by fo much the more fo in a war to 
which you fend afon, whofe prefervation is, 
without doubt, your chief care. In my 
opinion, thofe men are not to be entrufted 
with youth, who by being accuftom’d to 
danger, are not apprehenfive of it, who take 
no counfel but of their valour, and wait 
for no order but opportunity. The king, 
being become fomewhat haughty with re- 
gard to Daluca, interrupted her, by faying, 
that with fuch a preamble fhe might recom- 
mend to him the meaneft foldier in the 
army. That in the mean time he knew that 
experience, valour, and fometimes even the 
temerity of a general was the real fecurity 
of.an army. But to conclude, added he, 
let us fee the choice you have made, The 
king, as foon as he had caft his eyes upon 
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the name of this perfon, who was called 
Thoris, faid to the queen; Madam, I am 
very apprehenfive that the zeal of my an- 
cient officers will very much abate, when 
they find themfelves oblig’d to ferve under 
a general yet more inferior to the greater 
part of them in birth and merit, than in age. 
But it is at your rifque he is going to the 
field. I give up this firft campaign, which, 
in my judgment, will hardly be decifive, 
to your miniftry. The fuccefs will fhew 
you whether your eafe and happinefs de- 
pend upon your own counfels and admini- 
ftration ; or whether you ought not to put 
as well your own intereft, as that of the 
ftate, into other hands. As for my fon, he 
fhall have no other commander but Amedes, 
who himfelf fhall have none ; and they fhall 
join fuch bodies of troops as they fhall 
chufe, on fuch occafions, and for the time 
they fhall judge expedient. 


Osorotu had hitherto experienc’d only 
fuch wars as were without danger, and 
tended only to enlarge or leffen the fron- 
tiers a few leagues, and which, never fhak- 
ing the fate of a kingdom, feem only carry’d 
on to keep the officers and foldiers in aétion. 
So he thought he might very well entruft 
the queen with the management of this, and 
that he had fufficiently provided for the 
fafety of his fon, by exempting him from 
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the commands of a general he had no good 
opinion of. He thereby fell into the error 
of thofe who don’t prevent diftant evils, 
imagining that they know the juft extent of 
them, and can fet bounds to them at will. 
The queen therefore, finding fhe had the 
power, at leaft once more, to purfue her 
own meafures, made this her indifcreet 
choice publick. All well-wifhers to the 
ftate were uneafy at it; but it was an 
alleviation to their forrow, when they fore- 
faw, that, at the expence of fome batal- 
lions or forts, bad fuccefs, more powerful 
than men, or even princes, would neceflarily . 
bring on Daluca’s fall. 


THE new general, notwithftanding the 
troops march’d with all poffible diligence, 
had time to make the ftreets and houfes of 
Memphis ring with his pride and joy. His 
litter, borne by flaves in accoutrements of 
war, carry’d an air of triumph; he ftil’d 
himfelf a Hero ; and he told every one in 
exprefs terms, that the dignity conferr’d on 
him did not fo much affeét him, as the oblig- 
ing manner in which it was done. The 
queen, indeed, that he might be the more 
fenfible of the value of his employ, had not 
at firft given him the uneafinefs fhe herfelf 
had gone thro’, when fhe propos’d him to 
the king. But the evening before his de- 
parture fhe took him in private, and na 
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him what repugnance the king had fhewn 
on his account. He talk’d of you, faid fhe, 
as if he had been infpir’d by Amedes, Se- 
thos, and the whole body of the initiates. 
Their principles are fo differing from ours, 
that we ought not to wonder if they are 
our enemies, as we are theirs. My influ- 
ence, however, has obtain’d your nomina- 
tion, but you are not to fuppofe it fo ade 
vantageous as it feem’d to be when I firft 
laid the defign, ‘That was in the abfence of 
Sethos, when there was fome appearance, 
that he, feeing me queen with an unbounded 
authority, and fearing that his younger bro- 
thers were preferr’d to him in his father’s 
favour, had chofen to retreat out of Egypt, 
or was gone in fearch of adventures in fo- 
reign countries. Then you would have had 
the command of armies for your life, and 
my eldeft fon, who is but feven years of 
age, educated in my fight, and with my 
views, would have confitm’d you in that 
command during the whole courfe of his 
reign. The cafe is now very different. I 
don’t mean becaufe the king has exempted 
Sethos and Amedes from your command, 
and left them the choice of what troops 
they fhall think fit to join with, and of the 
enterprizes they fhall judge expedient to en 
gage in. ‘This exemption is at leaft fo fat 
to your advantage, that you are not anfwer- 
able for the hazards they will expofe them- 
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felves to. But what I plainly perceive to 
your difadvantage, is, that immediately after 
the trial of this firft campaign, the king 
will give the command of his troops to 
prince Sethos, If this fhould happen, you 
will neceffarily, by reafon of your age, be 
degraded to the meaneft pofts in the army, 
from which I have with pleafure rais’d you. 
Don’t fo much as hope that I will employ 
my credit for your fupport. As foon as Se- 
thos is at the head of the army, I fhall dif- 
engage myfelf from a miniftry divided in 
itfelf. The lofs won’t be great to me: I 
fhall remain queen, and the mother of two of 
the king’s children; but I lament the lot 
of thofe whofe fortune is dependant on 
mine, and whom, however, 1 fhall then 
ftriétly refolve to abandon. 


THoris, after having been a while filent, 
faid, Madam, what you do me the honour 
to tell me, opens my eyes. Your goodnefs in 
concerning yourfelf for my intereft, teaches 
me, that it is my duty to be thoughtful of 
yours, which is infeparable from that of the 
ftate. Your adminiftration has reftor’d it 
to all the glory it fhone with under the 
great Sefonchis ; and it fhall be a law to me 
to undertake whatever can fecure to you 
that authority you are fo juft in the admi- 
niftration of. In vain our two greateft ene- 
mies are exempt from the general re, 
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of the army. If a profound reflection can 
furnifh any expedient ; 1f a continual atten- 
tion can enable me-to lay hold of fome of 
thofe opportunities, the feeming hazard of 
which will remove all fufpicion, I hope to 
make myfelf worthy of your choice. The 
good or bad difpofal of things, a victory or 
the lofs of a battle, the obedience or difobe- 
dience of your particular commands, may 
be of equal fervice to you. Say no more, 
reply’d the queen, remember only, that, in 
bold enterprizes, delay is generally more 
dangerous than a ready execution ; and go 
with me to take leave of the king this in- 
ftant. The king, at the firft fight of this 
officer, only turning his head towards him, 
inform’d him, that he had exempted his fon 
and Amedes from the command he was go- 
ing to exercife over his troops. He added, 
that it was the queen who employ’d him, 
and that he wifh’d he might anfwer the 
_ choice fhe had made of him. After which, 
continuing his difcourfe to the anctent offi- 
cers who were about him, he told them, 
that after this campaign they would have 
the pleafure of ferving under his fon only. 
Upon this cold reception, the queen retiring 
into her clofet, order’d Thoris to follow 
her, as if to give him his laft inftrudtions. 
There, laying afide all difguife in their dif- 
courfe, they form’d the black defign, which 
the approaching campaign was to — 

the 
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the means to, and at the fame time to 
conceal, 


THE general rendezvous for the troops 
was in the neighbourhood of Coptos, a con- 
queft of the late king’s, which the enemy 
then threaten’d with a fiege. ‘This city was 
atually in the anctent divifion of the kings 
of Thebes, It was even become, by their 
care and labours, one of the greateft trade- 
ing cities of Egypt. For they had caus’d 
a great road to be made, with inns at proper 
diftances, from Coptos, crofs the fands of 
the Egyptian Arabia, to that maritime city 
of the Arabian gulph, to which Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, after having ombellifh’d it, 
gave the name of his mother Berenice. From 
Memphis to Thebes, a diftance of above 
one hundred leagues, there were an hun- 
dred ftages or fiables, of which Diodorus 
makes mention, each for two hundred hor- 
fes, to difpatch the king’s orders, and like- 
wife for the convenience of travellers. But 
the temples, palaces, fepulchres of all forts, 
coloffal ftatues and obelisks, which appear’d 
to view, upon leaving the Panopolitan Nome 
to enter the Coptite, were of themfelves 
fufficient evidences, that the latter, of which 
Coptos was the capital, had time out of 
mind been a province of the Dynafty of 
Thebes. As magnificent as all the kings 
of Egypt had been in the publick monu- 

ments 
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ments they had ereéted in different parts of 
their kingdoms ; none of all the other kings, 
_ not excepting even thofe of Memphis, had 

near come up to the kings of Thebes in 
this regard. The great number of quarries, 
of ftones, marble, and porphyry, of which 
the Upper Egypt is full towards the fouth, 
had furnifh’d them with materials, and their 
immenfe riches had enabled them to make 
ufe of them. The nearer Thebes, the more 
numerous were thefe furprizing objects ; 
which form’d on every fide of this sie 
capital, fince call’d Diofpolis, avenues fo 
ftately, tho’ feen at a great diftance, that 
many have confounded them with the city 
itfelf. ‘Thence it was that fome have rec- 
kon’d Thebes four hundred and twenty fur- 
longs, or feventeen leagues and an half 
long*, while others reckon but fourfcore 
furlongs, or three leagues and one third +, 
which was the real length of the city, pro- 
perly fo call’d. From this fame confufion 
other authors have faid, that that part of 
Thebes, which was built on the eaft of the 
river, was extended very far on that fide 
into the Egyptian Arabia, continued on the 
weft of the river by the divifion of the 
Memnonium, and ftretch’d towards the fouth 
to Syena under the tropick, which is near at 
forty leagues diftance. This it was, in fhort, 
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that made Homer call Thebes, the city 
with a hundred gates ; a determin’d number 
which only fignifies a great many, as Dio- 
dorus remarks. Another error into which 
the real bignefs of this city has made fome 
Greek authors fall, and which has more re- 
gard to our prefent fubjeét, a war between 
Thebes and Memphis, ts the number of 
fighting men Thebes could fend into the 
field. ‘They have been made to amount to 
a million *. But this number denotes either 
the inhabitants of ‘Thebes, comprehendin 

even the women ; or the body of all the 
foldiers of the whole kingdom, their fons 
included. We find in fome memoirs which 
were known to Pliny f, that the king could 
range three hundred thoufand men in the 
fubterraneous paflages of Thebes, which 
belong’d to him, not to mention thofe ap- 
pertaining to the priefts, and march them 
out of the city without the knowledge of 
the citizens. ‘That was, without doubt, the 
ftate of the militia of Thebes alone. Me- 
phres, who reign’d there at the time we are 
now ipeaking of, propos’d to inveft Coptos 
with two hundred thoufand men, and to 
have another body of one hundred thoufand 
men, under his own command, to cover the 
fiege. But out of an air of magnificence, 
which the kings of Thebes, as ancient con- 
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quefors of nations, had always affeed, 


Mephres had in his army foreign troops of 


weitern Arabians, and Troglodyte Ethios 
pians, which he himfelf had brought under 
his yoke ; but to whom he had left their 
cuftoms and accoutrements of war. 


THE queen of Memphis, on her part, 
having furnifh’d the city with ammunition 
and provifion, and plac’d a garrifon of thirty 
thoufand men init, which was as many as the 
circumftances of the place requir’d, march’d 
likewife a defenfive army of one hundred 
thoufand men, commanded by Thoris. Ames 
des rejoic’d that there was a fiege to be fufs 
tain’d in this firft expedition of Sethos ; bes 
caufe, having refolv’d to fhut himfelf up 
with him in the city, the governor of 
which was a man of valour, and his friend, 
he thereby plac’d the prince out of the 
reach of his fecret enemies. Before they left 
Memphis he advis’d him to put the casket, 
which the late queen, his mother, had given 
him at her death, into the hands of the 
priefts ; becaufe the fate of man, efpecially 
when going to war, being uncertain, he 
would at leaft be fure, if he return’d, and 
whenever he return’d, of finding this res 
fource, or the priefts would employ the trea 
fures of it in fuch a manner as he fhould 
direct them, in whatever part of the world 
he might be. ‘This being done, Sethos des 
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parted with his governor three or four days 
after Thoris. But as Amedes would not 
extend the privilege of the young prince 
beyond the bounds the king had fet, he 
carefully avoided whatever might have the 
appearance of a command. So Sethos was 
accompany’d only by Amedes, and the 
eight young lords his companions, who had 
defir’d leave to ferve with him as volun- 
tiers. ‘They had each their flave. Sethos 
had one whofe name was Afares, an Ara- 
bian by birth, as almoft all thofe of his con- 
dition are, who, in the fequel of this hifto- 
ry, has a very fingular part to a. He was 
of the fame age as the prince, and being of 
a very fprightiy genius, had taken advan- 
tage of the exercifes both of the body and 
mind, which were enjoin’d his mafter in the 
courfe of his education. Having feen the 
benefits of virtue, he-had refoly’d to take 
upon him at leaft the appearance of it, and 
even to purfue it, if it could lead him to that 
pitch of fortune which was his true aim. 
The queen had for fome time before made 
attempts to corrupt him : but, feeming not 
to underftand her, he had imbib’d a maxim, 
that if he muft be a traitor, it ought to be 
for his own intereft, and not for that of 
others. Our voluntiers enter’d into Coptos 
above a month before the enemy was in a 
condition to form any attack. 
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SeTHOos was receiv’d by the inhabitants 
with an extreme joy, and he foon perceiv’d 
they were better pleas’d to be under the go- 
vernment of Memphis than that of Thebes, 
under which they were very fearful of re- 
turning. This fear had no regard to the 
kings, but to the priefts, whom the kings 
of Thebes generally allow’d too great an 
authority over the people, which they abus’d 
by exercifing a very troublefome infpection 
in the inmoft receffes of families, and, un- 
der the pretext of honouring or appeafing 
the gods, burthening them with cuftoms not 
only ftriét but fevere, which made their own 
religion infupportable. Amedes took this 
opportunity of faying to Sethos : My lord, 
by your title of initiate you are hereafter 
above my inftruction. But the uneafinefs 
you obferve in the inhabitants of Coptos, 
the fubjeét of which you know, emboldens 
me to offer you yet an advice of impor- 
tance, which was not proper for me to give 
you at another age, nor natural for you to 
receive from the mouth of the priefts. All 
the morality, and all the virtue of a king 
confifts in a juft combination of piety to- 
wards the gods, and goodnefs to his fub- 
jets ; fo that his piety towards the gods is 
blind, when it is hurtful to human fociety ; 
as his. goodnefs to his people is pernicious, 
when it countenances in them an oblivion 
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of the gods and their worfhip. According 
to this principle, it will not fuffice that you 
are a religious man, you muft likewife be 
a ftatefman. By uniting thefe two qualities 
it is, that giving a reafonable authority to 
thofe who are to keep up good manners and 
the exercife of religion in your kingdom, 
you will prevent their deftroying liberty, 
quiet, and particularly the publick diver- 
fions. Thefe diverfions, kept within the 
bounds of decency, prevent real diforders 
in the people they engage, and being turn’d 
as much as poffible to a moral advantage, | 
they even keep up politenefs, and all the 
civil virtues in the minds of the populace. 
A virtuous and wife prince winks fometimes — 
at things in the publick which he won’t 
allow in himfelf. But moreover, it is good 
to know, that as the juftice of the gods is 
not the juftice of men; that is, that as the 
gods, tho’ infinitely juft, do certain things 
which men could not do without inyuftice, 
fo the virtue of a ftatefman, which ought to 
be greater than that of private perfons, muft 
not always be limited by that of private 
perfons. Devotion, I fay, even the leaft 
enlighten’d, is in this advantageous, that it 
keeps up a fpirit of good manners in the 
people: but it muft be govern’d, and ne- 
ver fuffer’d to have the rule itfelf. It is 
allowable, and even pratfe-worthy to a& 
with regard to ourfelves upon principles 
of 
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of devotion, but with other men we ought 
never to act but by reafon. Thus a prince 
ought, above all things, to avoid making 
his courtiers believe, that devotion will make 
them acceptable to him ; becaufe, inftead 
of bringing them to this inward fentiment, 
which is not to be infpir’d, he leads them 
into hypocrify, and thereby renders them 
more impious and wicked than they were 
before. A prince ought to go further, and 
prevent whatever may difturb the publick 
tranquillity under the pretence of devotion. 
Men full of a blind and fcrupulous Zeal, on 
whom no paffion has more dominion than 
that of guiding others, ought themfelves to 
be carefully watch’d by their prince ; that 
after having troubled the minds of thofe of 
his weaker fubje&s who give ear to them, 
they don’t attempt to difturb common order 
among thofe who are not inclin’d to hear 
them. Don’t confound this fort of men 
with hypocrites, but book upon them as 
much more dangerous: for hypocrites do 
no more harm under the cloak of religion, 
than will turn to their advantage ; whereas 
{crupulous perfons are capable, by their ob- 
ftinacy, of doing harm to themfelves and 
others. But retain above all, my lord, what 
I prefume yet to add to this advice, As 
much king as you will be, you will never 
be preferr’d before this fort of men in 
the minds of the people, but as far as you 
| X 3 are 
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are regular in your own conduét, and juft 
in all your proceedings. Without this cau- 
tion, thefe avengers of their own caufe, 
which they take always for that of the gods, 
will attribute every unlucky accident, which 
may happen during the ‘courfe of your 
reign, to your want of piety and juftice. 
On the contrary, if you are irreproachable 
with refpeét to yourfelf, and juft towards 
your fubjeëts, you will make the odium of 
that injuftice, which always accompanies 
+ reformations and impofitions of the men 
am {peaking of, fall on their own head. 
allow that this evil is lefs to be fear'd at 
Memphis, where, excepting in thofe cafes 
in which religion is concern’d, the pricits 
never meddle with the affairs of private per 
fons, but when they apply to them. There 
are none in all Egypt who better unite their 
piety towards the gods with. their goodnefs 
towards men: and you know how much 
they recommend humanity and beneficence 
to thofe who have a fuperiority over others. 
The initiates of Thebes, tho’ full of ho- 
nour and courage, have always been. more 
rigid in vitories, and lefs forbearing in their 
vengeance than thofe of Memphis. In à 
word, the priefts of Thebes eftablifh reli- 
gion by feverity, and thofe of Memphis by 
indulgence. By this the latter have made 
themfelves famous and refpected throughout 
a whole world ; while the others, by their. 
. characters, 
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characters, can be agreeable but to very 
few; and do likewife much lefs good in 
their generation. ‘Tho’ religion is not de- 
pendant upon kings, and they ought not fo 
much as to concern themfelves with it, they 
have a great fhare in the exterior rites of 
it; and the tranquillity of their fubjeës is 
always their care. The kings of Thebes, 
who have not purfued thefe maxims, have 
fuffer’d a power to devolve upon the priefts, 
which has often been of great prejudice to 
the ftate, and which even to this day is 
vexatious to themfelves, Not to mention 
the general alienation in the minds of men, 
occafion’d by the feverity of their priefts, 
an example of which you fee here in Cop- 
tos; their hiftory relates, that the ancient 
Amofis, an initiate of Thebes, the fame 
who had the glory of abolifhing human 
victims throughout all Egypt, gave fo much 
liberty to the fuperftitious zeal of the The- 
ban priefts, that they drove out of the ca- 
pital only, fourfcore thoufand perfons, who 
could no longer bear up under the infup- 
portable burden of ceremonies, which they 
impos’d uponthem. Even to this day, now 
they are much milder, they take upon them 
to go at will into the moft private apart- 
ments of the palace : and whereas in other 
dynafties, the priefts make ufe of this pri- 
vilege but as favourites, at Thebes they do 
it as infpe@tors; and the king has only the 
7 X 4 chamber 
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chamber of his nuptial bed, and that where 
the council of ftate affembles, free from 
them, 


However, to quit this moralizing, which 
may begin to be tedious to you, I have al- 
ready been thinking, my lord, to let you 
take advantage of this prerogative of the 
Theban priefts for another ufe. Kings and 
princes can’t always travel with fafety in 
foreign countries: but as an Egyptian ini- 
tiate, all the priefts of Egypt are oblig’d, at 
your firft demand, to fhew you all the cu- 
riofities of their facerdotal Nome. They 
alone have the Keys of this great number 
of publick monuments, which are tombs, 
They can go almoft every where, from one 
to the other, by fubterraneous communica+ 
tions, tho’ at feveral leagues diftance. With 
the priefts of Thebes you may go as far as 
Syena and the Leffler Cataraét. You may 
vifit as much as you pleafe of the kingdom, 
and enter even into the king’s palace, with- 
out either he, or any of his officers, knows 
ing that you are in his dominions. ‘The 
people of Coptos themfelves will only be- 
lieve you to be in the temple of Ifis, which 
is beyond the morafs that defends ane of 
its gates, and by which you will begin your 
private excurfion. It is true, you won’t 
pafs thro’ the ftreets or publick fquares, nor 
will you {cg hardly any thing of the = 
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and the buildings which are in and about 
them, but what you may difcover from the 
tops of the temples, or the windows of the 
facerdotal colleges. It is likewife true, that 
in this journey you will gain no knowledge 
for the fervice of the ftate ; for befides the 
rigid filence the priefts will obferve with 
you on this head, agreeable to the laws of 
juftice and honour, they will bind you by 
an oath never to make ufe, as an enemy, of 
what you will fee as an initiate. However, 
as whole years would hardly be fufficient to 
obferve all thefe wonderful works, and as 
in appearance the fiege of Coptos will be 
form’d within a month; I believe, my lord, 
it will be proper for you to confine your- 
felf to a flight view of the Memnonium of 
Thebes, the city of Syena, and the neigh- 
bouring Cataract, which is the moft remark- 
able ; contenting yourfelf this time with 
what vou may take a curfory view of in 
your pafflage, and with the anfwers the 
priefts will give to your queftions. I make 
your journey of mere curiofity by fo much 
the fhorter, as I extremely defire you may 
view the obfervatory of Thebes at your Ici- 
fure, and have an opportunity of difcourf- 
ing upon the fubje@ of aftronomy with the 
priefts there, who, beyond difpute, exceed 
the whole world in that fcience. To this 
end I have already recommended you.to 
two of the moft noted priefts, with whom 

1 have 
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J have had a friendly correfpondence fince I 
laft refided in ‘Thebes; they will continu 
ally attend you. But I believe in your ab- 
fence, which they have fix’d to three weeks, 
it will be proper for me to fupply your 
room in Coptos, that I may anfwer the king, 
your father, when he may defire to hear 
concerning you. During this time I will 
obferve with afliduity, as well che interior 
and exterior of the place, as the preparations 
for the fiege, that, at your return, I may 
with greater eafe make you thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the actions we çan enter upon 
when the attacks are form’d. 


SETHOS anfwer’d Amedes, that tho’ he 
could gladly have had him as a companion, 
and even as a counfellor, on this journey, 
yet he approv’d of his wifdom in the meaw 
fures he had taken. ‘That he was therefore 
ready to depart that very hour, to be furer 
_ of returning before the fiege began. Ame- 
des led the prince immediately to the facere 
dotal college of Coptos. ‘These he confided 
him to the care of the two priefts, who cone 
vey’d him to the temple of His in one of 
their own boats, which, as all other conve- 
niencies of the priefts for travelling either 
by water or land in Egypt, was free, even 
in time of war, not only from all attacks, 
but from every vifitation. 


As 
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As fhort time as Sethos employ’d in take 
ing'a flight view of the curiofities, either 
exterior or fubterraneous, of the Theban 
Nome; a fear of being tedious to the rea- 
der will make me yet more concife in the 
defcription of them. Sethos being arriv’d 
at Thebes faw the four chief temples of the 
city *, the ancienteft of which was a mira- 
cle for its bulk and beauty. It was thirteen 
furlongs, or more than half a league in@ir- 
cumference, feventy féet high, and the wall 
twenty-four feet in thicknefs. All the or- 
naments of the temple, as well for the 
richnefs of the materials, as exquifite work- 
manfhip, was equal to the magnificence of 
the building, of which fome part is yet 
ftanding. But the gold, filver, ivory, and 
precious ftones were pillag’d when Camby- 
fes fet fire to all the temples of Egypt. 
Then it was that the Perfians, tranfporting 
all thefe treafures into Afia, and carrying 
likewife Egyptian workmen with them, 
built the famous palaces of Perfepolis, Sufa, 
and fome other of their cities. Of forty- 
feven tombs of their kings, which embel- 
lifh’d Thebes or the neighbourhood of it, 
Diodorus only defcribes that of Ifmandes or 
Ofimanduus, which was call’d the Memno- 
nium; this Ifmandes or Ofimanduus being 


* Diod. 1. 
no 
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no other than Mendes or Memnon, one of 
the fucceflors of Sefoftris. This fepulchre 
was fix thoufand two hundred and fifty feet 
in circumference. ‘The infide of it was di- 
vided into feveral apartments, all differing 
one from the other. An account of them is 
agreeably given in this author ; and Sethos 
view'd them all with admiration. 


_ AFTER having vifited the Memnonium, 
the @wo priefts, as they had agreed with 
Amedes, carry’d the young prince immedi- 
ately to Syena, a place not fo remarkable in 
itfelf, as for the way leading to it. This 
way was the more charming as it was 
not regularly border’d on the fides, like a 
{treet, with palaces in a ftrait line: But the 
profpect of a fine champian country was 
every moment broken off by ftately edifices, 
plac’d at unequal diftances one from the 
other. But to fay the truth, this continua~. 
tion of Thebes divided itfelf on the right and 
on the left of the river jnto feveral towns 
which had their particular names; as Her- 
monthis, Tuphiym, Latopolis, Elythia, 
Apollinopolis the Great, the Ombes, and 
laftly Syena. To give Sethos an idea of thefe 
places, the two priefts, defigning to return 
with him by private paflages, continued al. 
ways in the high-road; but he was with 
them in one of their cover’d chariots, ‘with 
thin curtains round it, which they could 

draw 


~ 
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draw back at pleafure, and thro’ which they 
could fee without being feen. They made 
him obferve at a diftance a fquare temple, 
which had four avenues, each compos’d of 
two rows of treble columns, or columns 
plac’d three and three upon a triangular pede- 
ftal. On the cornices of thefe columns were 
alternatively a fphinx and a tomb. Each 
double row was of five hundred pedeftals or 
fifteen hundred columns, which in all made 
fix thoufand columns, each of a fingle piece, 
and feventy feet high. Diodorus makes no 
mention of this temple, but modern travel- 
lers yet fee the remains of it *. 


As foon as Sethos arriv’d at Syena they 
fhew’d him the deep well, over which the 
fun pafs’d perpendicularly the day of the 
fummer folftice, fo that at noon the whole 
form of it was feen entire at the bottom of 
the water. This phenomenon, as well as 
that of the Obelifks of this city, which 
at that moment gave no fhadow, prove that 
it is fituated exactly under the tropick of 
Cancer. 


THE next morning they propos d to Se- 
thos to vifit the leffer Cataraét, which is not 
above four or five leagues diftance from Syena; 
for the larger is near to Napata in Ethiopia: 


* Paul Lucas has given a print of them. Voyage to 
the Levant, tom. 3. a 
C 
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The {maller is a chain of rocks, which on 
that fide towards Syena appear of a prodigi- 
ous breadth, and of the height of rwo NE 
feet perpendicular from the furface of the 
river in its natural courfe. But at more 
than ten furlongs farther towards the fouth 
begins the unevennefs of thefe rocks, the 
cavities of which are fo deep, that the water 
which pañles over thefe frightful places, fall 
and. dafh againft the rocks with fuch violence, 
that the noife of it fills the mind with terror 
as far as they are heard. However, the Nile 
in its increafe abundantly fills thefe cavities, 
and covers them in a perfect level. It was 
then towards the end of the firft month of 
its decreafe ; before which, the journey to 
Syena, as well as the fiege of Coptos, would 
have been equally impracticable. But the 
Nile, which runs gently in the plains, has 
then at the Cataract the fwiftnefs of an arrow 
from a bow. Sethos had the pleafure of 
feeing the barks of travellers, which driving 
at this feafon with the ftream, make a fall of 
about two hundred feet without any danger * ; 
an inconceivable trial in the firft who ventur’d 
upon it. Here are likewife feen the remains 
of an aftonifhing work. The natural cafcade, 
which falls wich the impetuofity we have juft 
obferv'd, leaves a fpace betwixt it and the 
perpendicular wall. The kings of Thebes 


' * Strab. 1 17. p. 818. - 
had 
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had caus’d a large platform + to be made, 
. where they walk’d dry under the water ; 
the motion of which forms it into a vaulted 
arch; and moreover, had caus’d to be hol- 
low’d out of the natural rock, even with the 
platform, a vaft grotto, enlighten’d by feveral 
rows of windows, Sethos allow’d, that this 
part of his journey very juftly crown’d all the 
beauties of it. The two priefts therefore con- 
duéted him back again to Syena. The Nile, 
along the banks of which they travell’d, and 
which they frequently pafs’d over on bridges, 
wholly employ’d Sethos’s imagination, and 
gave him an opportunity of afking his guides 
their opinion of the rife of this river, and 
‘the caufes of its inundation. 


Tue eldeft of the two immediately an- 
fwer'd, That the Egyptians being inclin’d to 
look upon the Nile as a gift immediately 
from the gods, or as a god itfelf, which had 
a temple at Nilopolis; they thought it beft 
to leave the people in an ignorance fo condu- 
cive to their piety. Indeed, continu’d he, 
the greater part of mankind is kept up in a 

reater veneration for the gods, by the pecu- 
iar operations they attribute to them, than 
by the effects which refult from the general 
order of their providence. Therefore, not 
difcovering to them the fact which is known 


+ Paul Lucas, tom. 3. 
| to 
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to us, we leave an open field for fome writers, 
who, not having feen things themfelves, re- 
late fuch conjectures, with regard to the Nile, 
the falfity of which time daily difcovers. 
Some have faid, that this river takes its rife 
in the mountains of Atlas, towards the weftern 
coafts of Africa ; and that traverfing all that 
part of the world, it came into Egypt by the 
northern confines of Ethiopia. Others, ad- 
vancing fomething nearer to the truth, tho’ 
yet very far from it, bring the Nile directly 
from the fouthern parts of Egypt, but, with- 
out reafon, feparating Africa by the ocean 
at the Equator; then place the rife of this 
river in thofe lands which they fuppofe be- 
yond it, and which they call the Anticthones, 
or the other world : So that, according to 
their notion, the Nile traverfes the fea, with- 
out mixing its waters with that of the ocean. 
They call the mountains, where they imagine 
it to fpring, the mountains of the moon, and 
place them ten degrees beyond the Equator *, 
It is more than a century fince the facerdotal 
college of Thebes has facrific’d immenfe 
fums to dive into the truth of this matter. 
Our priefts, accompany’d by our officers of 
the fecond order, have neither fear d the 
danger nor the fatigues of travels by fea and 
land, which they have undertaken, either 


* See the chart call'd, Antiquifina erbis delineatio, appo- 
fite to p. 84 of the rft vol. of father Briet’s book, intitled, 
Parallels Geographie veteris Gr neva. 

alone, 
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alone, or with fundry merchants, who coafted 
it to different ports of Africa: and it has 
appear'd, that the difcovery of the rife of the 
Nile, which was the firft motive of their in- 
quiries, has not been the only fruit of them. 
They found out, that the weftern coaft of 
Africa is not divided by the ocean under the 
Equator, nor bends toward the eaft, as is 
yet believ'd by moft of the geographers, 
who ftretch out this coaft to the moft eaftern 
extremities of Afia, and inclofe the Indian 
ocean in this {pace as a Mediterranean fea *. 
Africa, on the contrary, extends in a point 
declining towrads the weft, to the thirty- 
fifth degree of fouthern latitude. The prieft, 
who difcoursd him, even fhew'd him, on 
a {mall chart which he had about him, the 
fituation of the eaftern coafts of Africa to its 
point, and the turning of the weftern coafts, 
as well as the names of the principal inhabi- 
tants who dwelt as well on the one as the 
other, to the Fortunate iflands. We know 
no other way at this time to thefe iflands 
but by the Streights of Hercules’s Pillars ; 
and return the fame way, for want of 
cultivating the knowledge the Egyptians 


* This fyftem has been reviv'd in the latter centuries ; 
and Marin Sanuto, a Venetian, about 1330, publifh'd 
a chart of it, which is in Bongar's colle&ion, eall'd. Gefta 
Dei per Frances. But fee in the above-mention'd work of 
father Briet, the chart, intitled, Agatbodamonit orbis de: 
Scriptie, oppofite to p. 87. of vol. 1. 


Vox, I. Y had | 
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had of the whole compafs of Africa. As 
for the fprings of the Nile, continued the 
rieft, we have found them in a barbarous 
Sahin of Ethiopia, for which we have 
yet no name, but the inhabitants call it 
Goiama. They are twelve degrees on this fide 
the Equator, which brings them to twenty- 
two degrees, or five hundred and fifty leagues 
on this fide the mountains of the moon. And 
we obferve in general, that the geographical 
corrections almoft always tend to diminifh 
the diftances of places reckon’d by the moft 
antient geographers. Moreover, thefe fprings 
feem to arife in a mountain cover’d with 
trees, which is flac at top. There we find 
two fmall openings of cifterns plac’d pretty 
near one to the other, like two eyes. But 
we can’t found them, becaufe we are imme- 
diately hinder’d by roots of trees. The water 
has no iffue but at the foot*. This river 
iffuing from the mountain oppofite to the 
north, foon forms a lake, call’d by the in- 
habitants Dambea, which is above fixty 
leagues in circumference. At laft, after 
many windings to the eaft and to the weft, 


* This agrees with the defcription father Kircher, - 
OEd. Ægypt. tom. 1. pag. 7. makes of the fprings of 
the Nile, on the relation of father Peter Pais, a Portu- 
guefe jefuit, who was the firft difcoverer of them ; and 
with the map he gives of the courfe ef this river into 
Egypt. M.de Lifle differs a little from it in hismap of 
Africa of 1722. He has even placd the two des: men 
_tion’d in this defcription, to the right of Minus. 


it 
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it Éomies into Egypt, and traverfes it almoft 
in a ftrait line from the fouth to the north. 
We conceal this rife and natural courfe of 
the Nile from the populace, for the reafons 
I have already given. And with regard 
to travellers and mariners, it is juft that they 
take themfelves, for their intereft and ad- 
vantage, the pains we have taken for the mere 
benefit of information. | 


SerHos, who from his foul difapprov'd 
of fuch a referve, flatter’d himfelf, fooner or 
later, by fome means or other, to verify what 
eoncern'd the coafts of Africa, and to render 
this difcovery ufeful to mankind, without 
falling into . inconvenience of divulging a 
facerdotal fecret. This opportunity was ta 
ofter fooner than he imagin’d. In the mean 
time he thank’d the prieft for this account: 
of fo many extraordinary things; and told 
him, that not to be too troublefome to him, 
he would entreat his companion to explain 
to him the caufes of the inundations of the 
Nile. 


T 1s other prieft anfwer'd him, that the 
explication would be fhort. The caufe of 
the inundations of this river, faid he, is the 
fame as that which produces the river itfelf. 
Rains, which give the firft birth to the Nile, 
are afterwards the caufe of its periodical 
inundations. As the fun by its prefence os 

Y 2 abfence, 
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abfence, as well as by the direétnefs or obli- 
uity of its afpect, is the principal agent in 
the different difpofitions of the earth, and of 
the air which encompafies it ; its operations 
are more conftant between the two tropicks, 
which include its annual courfe, than in the 
fpaces beyond them to the poles, over which 
it has lefs power. For that reafon the winds, 
which are caus'd by the rarefaction of the 
heated air, are more regular in the torrid 
zone than any where elfe. The heat of 
the days, and the coolnefs of the nights re- 
turn always the fame in the different months 
of the year. With regard to the rains, which 
are form’d of the exhalations and vapours 
difpers’d in the air ; it is the fun itfelf which 
raifes them abundantly in its perpendicular 
fituation, and at the fame time diffolves them 
into torrents of water. Thence follows, that 
differing from what happens in the tempe- 
rate and in the frigid zones, which have 
fummer when the fun approaches them, and 
winter when it departs from them; the win- 
ter, or the rainy feafon, in each of the two 
parts of the torrid zones, at leaft in Africa, 
is the time of the moft direct paflage of 
the fun over them. Now, as the fources 
of the Nile are in the northern part of this 
zone, the firft ftreams of this river increafe 
when the fun is in the northern figns, where 
it caufes our fummer. The fame happens to 
all the rivers which have their {pring in the 
_ torrid 
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torrid zone. But they are not all fill d with 
a flime fo beneficial as that of the Nile to 
fatten the ground. This difcourfe brought 
our travellers infenfibly to Syena. 


THERE they enter’d the fubterraneous 
paffages, and they made Sethos continue in 
them as much as pofitble till they came to 
Thebes, that a view of the facred curiofities 
might fucceed the fight of the prophane. I 
fhan’t fpeak here of the former, which were 
not very different from what Sethos had 
feen in the fubterranean edifices of Mem- 
phis. .The body of ceremonies were much 
the fame. But in the Theban Nome they 
were animated by a fpirit of rigour, which, 
in the opinion of Sethos, took off very much 
not only of their beauty, but their value; and 
whereas in the facerdotal Nome of Memphis, 
virtue was an exercife befitting men of ho- 
nour, in that of Thebes it feem’d to be a 
labour for flaves. In the mean time, Sethos 
keeping thefe reflections to himfelf, came 
at laft above ground again inthe capital. The 
priefts fhew’d him all the beauties of their 
college, and referv'd their obfervatory for 
the laft. 


TE apartment which bore this name, . 
was plac’d on the temple of the Theban 
Jupiter, and compos’d of two long galleries 
ane over the other. The higheft was ter- 

Y 3 minated 
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minated towards the north by two pretty low 
towers; and towards the fouth by a high 
cupola open on all fides, which was properly 
the place for obfervations. The loweft of 
the two galleries contain’d all the aftrono- 
mical books. They were divided into two 
claffes; one containing books of the elements, 
methods and fyftems ; the noted authors of 
which were reprefented in a row of pictures, 
by which young ftudents never pafs’d with- 
out making a profound reverence. Thence 
the moft eaftern Indians took the exterior 
adoration they render’d to their firft learned 
men, The fecand ciafs contain’d a colleGtion 
of immediate obferyations, made fince aftro- 
nomy was cultivated at Thebes. ‘The co- 
lumns of the fyringes had preferv’d thofe an- 
terior to the deluge, which were tran{crib’d 
into thefe books ; and in which they had re- 
mark’d and corrected the imperfections ne- 
ceflarily attending the firft attempts towards 
the fciences, ~~ | | 


SETHOS entring into this firft gallery of 
books, faw three or four hundred priefts of 
all ages, from eighteen years upwards, who 
were reading or writing in filence, on defks 
plac’d along the fhelves. Our Grecians mén- 
tion much the fame circumftance of the ob- 
fervatory of Acanthis *. In the obfervatory 


* See the preface of the Almag. of father Riccioli. 
| 7. 


à 
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of Thebes there were, however, about twenty 
elders, to whom the youngeft apply’d them- 
felves, and open’d their difficulties, whifper- 
. ing. They were not always courteoufly re- 
ceiv'd ; and thefe great mafters judg’d, that 
à too great liberty of afking queftions not 
only encourag’d idlenefs in young beginners, 
but accuftom’d them, under the pretext of 
affirming nothing, to fay a great many childifh 
things. The prince’s guides had already led 
him towards thefe priefts, who were directors 
of the ftudies ; becaufe he had exprefs’d a defire 
of feeing nearer at hand fuch illuftrious men, 
whofe name alone had long before excited a 
veneration in him. They were advanc'd part 
of the way to meet him; and they took plea- 
fure in anfwering the queftions he made con- 
cerning the different applications of the pupils. 
he faw fo attentive at their ftudy. Some, 
faid they, continue the general tables of cal- 
culation begun fifteen hundred years ago, 
with regard as well to numbers, as to recti- 
lineal or fpherical triangles, to facilitate and 
. fhorten the computations the problems of 

aftronomy engag’d them in. This long pre- 
paration fhews that the Egyptians as well as 
the Greeks, had not the method which the 
latter attempted to find out, in order to fave 
the enormous trouble of numerical multipli- 
cations and divifions *. Others, farther ad- 


* In this condition they were in before the invention of 
logarithms, and when they made ufe of Hervart’s tables. 
Y4 vanc'd, 
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yanc'd, continued the priefts, make calcula- 
tions of the eclipfes by tables already form’d, 
or calculate tables of the different planets 
by obfervations given. Some are oblig’d 
to give ephemerides for different places of 
the earth. The moft experienc’d undertake 
ephemerides for the fuppos’d inhabitants of 
fome of the planets; and who, without doubt, 
think rose an at reft in the center of the 
univerfe, as we do. Others, to conclude, 
examine the courfes of all the planets feen 
from the fun. Thefe find the motion of the 
planets, which from the earth feem to us fa 
odd, and fo difficult to be brought to any 
certain hypothefis, to be, excepting fome 
difference in fwiftnefs, uniform and regular, 
The fun, which according to all manner of 
appearance, is not inhabited, is the only place 
from whence the planets would appear to 
move as they do, and where aftronomy 
would be eafy. But being upon the earth in 
a wrong fituation for obfervation, we may fay, 
_ that whereas in the other parts of phyfick 
nature feeks only to be conceal’d, in aftro- 
nomy it feeks to deceive us. 


SETHOS, charm’d with what he faw and 
heard, faid to them; O ye venerable men, 
worthy of eternal memory and acknowledg- 
ments! thefe difficulties you have overcome, 

lace: you in the higheft rank of all the 
carned men of the world, Aftronomy, Pe 
sa a 
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the opinion of every wife man who fets a 
true value upon things, is the higheft attempt 
of human underftanding, and of all inven- 
tions that which by itsfublimity and certainty 
does the moft honour to mankind; becaufe 
it furpaffes, in fome manner, humanity it- 
felf. It is to you we are in general indebted 
for this glory; and it is you who have taught 
us what attention and ftudy can render us 
capable of. As our Egyptian heroes have 
given to moft civiliz’d nations thofe laws in 
which their happinefs confifts, you furnifh 
them with means to enjoy, for the greateft 
benefits of life, that heaven you have dif- 
coverd to them; you will leave it, as it 
were, an inheritance to pofteriry *, The 
heavens, by your care, far better known than 
the earth itfelf, will ferve alone to give an, 
exa& knowledge of the fituation of every 
country, and the extent of every fea, and 
will alone guide different nations to a defir’d 
intercourfe one with the other. The eldeft 
of the priefts anfwer’d him, That they all 
receiv'd this compliment with pleafure; not 
with refpect to their perfons, but as regard- 
ing the whole fcience, of which they per- 
ceiv’d by his difcourfe he perfe@tly knew 
the application and ufe. He added, in a 
polite manner, that after having difcours'd 
with him, they were going to fhew him in 


© Calo in hereditatem cun@is reliffe, Flin. 1. 2. c. 26. 
the 
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the upper gallery their aftronomical inftru- 
‘ments; not as ic was ufual with them to 
many initiates, for cuftom’s fake, but to have 
his opinion and advice. Sethos, though he 
very fincerely declin’d this refpe&, follow’d 
them, however, with great joy. | 


As they enter'd into this gallery at the 
fouth end, Sethos immediately faw the cu- 
pola over his head; the light of which added 
greatly to the beauty of the gallery, tho’ it 
had likewife windows on both fides. This 
cupola, which was exactly round, was twenty 
feet in diameter. They always left hanging 
there the tube, which ferv’d them to gather 
thofe rays alone which proceed from the ftar, 
and to guide the eye to follow it continu- 
ally *. But when they would get up into 
the cupola to make obfervations, they made 
a floor in it, by means of joyfts and boards, 
which they thruft out in a moment from the 
thicknefs of the roof of the gallery. Here 
Cheres faw all the reprefentations the The- 
bans had of the motions of the ftars, either 
in relievo, as globes and fpheres; or in 
= as the planifpheres, analemmas, aftro- 

abes, and every other fpecies of aftronomi- 
cal projections. They did nat omit fhewing 


* Tho’ the antients had not the ufe of thole glaffes, 
which are the moft effential pare of telefoopes or per- 
{pectives, they neverthelefs made ufe of tubes, for the 
reafons mention’d in the text. | 

him 
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him the ring parallel to the plane of the 
Equator, which the Egyptians, and even 
the Greeks make ufe of to know the exact 
moment of the Equinox, by the fhadow 
which one fide of this ring makes upon the 
other in the inftant, when it happens be- 
tween fun-rifing and fetting, Hipparcus and 
Ptolemy were both aftonifh’d to fee fome- 
times the moment of the vernal Equinox ap- 
pear in the morning, and appear again at 
noon. The priefts mention’d this phenome, 
non to Sethos, as they explain’d to him the 
ufe of this ring ; and told him, that in this 
particular cafe, the true moment of the Equi- 
nox is at noon, and that of the morning on- 
ly apparent; but that they had nothing yet 
decifive of the caufe of this appearance *. 


GoiING towards the end of the gallery, 
Sethos perceiv’d fome priefts who were cal. 
culating nativities and horofcopes. Jn that, 
as we have elfewhere obferv’d, confifted their 
divination. They added to it an enquiry, 
yet more ftri& than that of the other priefts 
af Egypt, into the fecrecy of kings and pri- 
wate perfons. The young prince did nat 
think it proper to afk them any queftions 

* Ic is an effe& of the aftronomical refra&tion, which 
the antients perceiv’d ; but which they neither meafur'd 
nor made ufe of in their calculations of horizontal folar 


eclipfes, in which it chiefly takes place. See this article 
in the Almag. of father Riccioli, tam. 1. pag. 133. 
+ : : on 
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on this head ; not only becaufe they would 
have hid from him the grounds of their art ; 
but becaufe he had heard of Amedes, and per- 
ceiv’d by the natural integrity of his mind, 
that they were not worthy his notice. So the 
priefts led him at laft to the infide of the 
two towers, which were at the north end of 
the gallery. | 


THESE towers were round, like the cupola, 
and of the fame diameter : but being level 
with the gallery, the half fphere, which 
ferv'd for a roof to them, did not begin till 
the height of twelve feet ; becaufe they would 
not have thefe roofs cut the horizon of the 
cupola, which was higher than all the build- 
ings in or about Thebes. In the weftern 
tower was reprefented the hemifphere of the 
firmament, which contains the fix northern 
figns ; and in the eaftern, that which con- 
tains the fix fouthern. The circles of the 
{phere were defcrib’d in them as in our celef- 
tial globes; and all the fix'd ftars were mark’d 
according to their bignefs and reciprocal dif- 
tances. The priefts told Sethos, that an 
exact obfervation of the pofition of the fix’d 
ftars, was their rule for an exa@ determina- 
tion of the apparent courfe of the planets ; 
becaufe they appear to our eyesto depart from 
or approach to certain fx d ftars. It is by 
that, continu’d they, that we have at = 

| it 
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hit upon the theory even of the comets, fo 
far as to foretel their return *. They added, 
that their forefathers having been as far as 
under the Equator, they had feen and ob- 
ferv'd the whole firmament; and that they 
did not believe the eye of man could perceive 
a fingle ftar which was not defcrib'd in their 
two hemifpheres. It is true, that whereas 
Ptolemy knew but of one thoufand twenty- 
two in the whole firmament, the priefts of 
Thebes had plac’d in each of their hemi- 
fpheres near a thoufand. 


Se THOS having contemplated thefe ftars, 
which were of gold on an agure ground, for 
fome time, faid: O learned priefts, allow me 
to expofe to you a furprize, into which I fall 
as often as I obferve the ftars on planifpheres 
or globes ; and by fo much the more, when 
I fee them on thefe two ui er vaults, 
into which you have brought them all ; which 
is, thac notwithftanding the narrow limits of 
all thefe reprefentations compar’d to the im- 
menfe extent of the heavens, the ftars feem 
to me more feparated, and at greater diftances 


* Diod. lib. 1. {e&. 2. attributes this knowledge to 
the Egyptians. The Chaldeans, pofterior to them, and 
who allow’d them to be their mafters, had ic likewife, 
according to Apollonius of Myndus, quoted by Sen. 
Nat. queft. lib. 7. cap. 3. Apollonius himfelf hop'd this 
art would foon or late be recover’d. See the hiftory of 
the academy of fciences, 1699. pag. 72. on the fubjeët of 
a memorial of M. Cafhini. 


3 from 
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from one another, and above all, in an inf: 
nite lefs number, when fo reprefented, thari 
they appear in the firmament itfelf, where 
they teem to be crowded together in every 
the leaft {pace of fo vaft an expanfion, At 
firft view we think we fee millions in that 
celeftial hemifphete, in which the moft 
ce abe eyes, fuch as yours, have never 
ound one thoufand. Thus, in this refpe& 
too, we fay truly, as you have learnedly ob- 
ferv'd, that, in regard to aftronomy, nature 
feems induftrious to deceive us: but we muft 
confefs, that our fight does not give us the 
meafure, greatnefs, and diftances of things. 
There is, as we may fay, a jarring betweeh 
that and our imagination. Both one and the 
other have an oppofite influence in our firft 
views ; and in many cafes, fciences only can 
rectify them. In reality, while our imagi- 
nation prodigioufly increafes the number of 
the ftars, our fight diminifhes yet more the 
-extent of the firmament. I might, perhaps, 
undertake to prove, that the fky appears to us 
only as the half of a fphere, whofe diameter 
does not exceed two ied and forty feet. 
The priefts, tho’ accuftom'd to all the para- 
doxes of aftronomy, were aftonifh’d at the 
novelty of this propofition beyond expteflion ; 
and they were more than ordinary attentive 
to what Sethos faid. I believe, continu’d he, if 
one were toafk an indifferent perfon of what 
bignefs the fun appears to him to be; he 
| would 
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would account it about a foot in diameter ; 
and indeed it feems to be a little more than 
a foot at the horizon, and fomething lefs at 
noon. I will therefore fuppofe a foot as a 
mean meafure, the exa@nefs of which is here 
not neceflary. Now aftronomers have found, 
that the diameter of the difk of the fun is about 
half a degree of the firmament. Thus the 
fun paffing the day of the Equinox thro’ half 
the circumference of the Equator, which is 
a great circle, goes one hundred and eighty 
degrees, or three hundred and fixty half de- 
grees, which is three hundred and fixty ap- 
parent feet. The diameter of a circle being 
pretty near the third of its circumference, or 
two thirds of its half circumference, two 
hundred and forty feet muft be the diame- 
ter of acircle, whofe half circumference is 
three hundred and fixty feet. Thence, con- 
tinu’d Sethos, I venture to draw this confe- 
quence; That if I was Ep a plain horizon, 
fuch as in the middle of an even defart, or 
upon the fea ; and that, placing myfelf in 
the center of a half circumference drawn 
above me, whofe diameter was two hundred 
and forty feet, or its femi-diameter one 
hundred and twenty feet, a difk of filver, 
which fhould take up half a degree of this 
circle, was to pafs this half circumference: 
I fay, that not being otherwife inform’d of 
any thing by any other object, I muft necef- 
farily fall into two errors: The firft, would 

| be 
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be to believe this difk as big as the fun; and 
the fecond, to fuppofe it plac’d, as well as 
the whole line-it would trace, in the firma- 
meft, as I fuppofe the fun to be, tho’ it be in 
reality a great diftance from it. To conclude, 
faid Sethos, carrying my idea yet farther, I 
am perfuaded, that the femi-diameter of one 
hundred and twenty feet, given us by the ob- 
fervation I prefume to lay before you, is very 
near the point of diftance, at which, com- 
mon eyes begin to lofe the power of judging . 
of the real diftances and bignefs of things, 
unlefs the imagination be affifted by the com- 
parifon of the intermediate and neighbouring 
objects, whofe diftances or bulk are other- 
wife pretty near determin’d. 


THE priefts having heard this difcourfe, 
forbore all examination of the phyfical fup- 
ofitions of the problem, and told Sethos: 
hat they were much lefs affected with the 
brightnefs of his wit, and the depth of his 
knowledge, than the modefty with which he 
had deliver’d things the moft fingular in the 
world. Long may you live, O great prince, faid 
they, long may you live, and be the glory of 
Egypt, by the perfection of all the talents, and 
of al the virtues, which are vifible in you. It 
was a great fatisfaction to Sethos to be approv'd 
in his attempt of doing fome honour to the 
education of Memphis, in prefence of the 
priefts of Thebes. He thank’d them with 
the 
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the greateft marks of gratitude for that open- 
nefs of heart which they had been pleas’d to 
fhew him, and for the generofity with which 
they had allowed him, at leaft, an accefs 
to their moft profound fecrets. He added, : 
that he fhould deem himfelf happy if he 
could long continue to be their difciple ; 
but that his duty calling him back to Coptos, 
he defir'd, as their laft favour, that they 
would fuffer him to be conducted thither 
that fame day. The two priefts, who had 
not forfaken him a moment, carry’d him 
back by the way he came, and Amedes, 
who knew the time of his return, was 
waiting at the facerdotal college to receive 


him. 


THE young prince, upon ent’ring Coptos 
again, laid afide all thoughts of whatever he 
had feen during his journey, to apply himfelf 
wholly to the affairs of war. The morning 
after Ris arrival, Amedes, vifiting with him 
the fortifications of the city, made him ob- 
ferve the difference of the works with regard 
to their different fituation. The next day he 
fhew’d him the works the enemies had be- 
gun fince the fall of the waters of the river. 
As yet they were only the lines of their 
camp, defended by ditches pallifado’d, and 
in fome places by walls. He told him, that 
thefe works would have been much farther 
advanc’d, and that there would have been a 

Vox. L 7 Z great 
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great many more nearer the city, but for the 
continual oppofitions they had met with from 
the army of Memphis, and the frequent fal- 
lies of the garrifon of Coptos, who often de- 
ftroy’d in the night what the enemies had 
done in the day. But that at laft the army 
of Thebes being fuperior to that of Mem- 
phis, at leaft in open field, the enemy was 
advanc’d to the point he faw ; and that they 
would infallibly bring their machines in a 
few days to the very foot of the walls. He 
added, that Thoris, waiting ’till fome fa- 
vourable. opportunity offer’d, did with reafon 
confine himfelf to defend the avenues to 
Coptos on the fide of Memphis, that the 
place might always be fupply'd with necef- 
fary ammunition and provifion during the 
fiege ; and that for this reafon he had pitch’d 
his camp on that fide. As foon as Amedes 
had done fpeaking, Sethos ask’d him, if he 
‘had been of the number of thofe who had 
fally’'d out to hinder the befiegers works ? 
Amedes having anfwer'd, that the governor 
had engag’d him to lead on fome of thefe 
attacks, the young prince immediately re- 
ply’d, he defign’d himfelf to be in the firft 
fally the governor fhould order. But Ame- 
des acquainted him, that he had promis’d 
the king his father, not to fuffer him to go 
out of the place. My lord, added he, I have 
reafons for it which are not fo evident that I 
could open them to the king, and which ee 
wi 
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will likewife difpenfe with my communicat- 
ing to you. But the promife I have made 
him is binding on this head, and forbids me 
fallying out myfelf as long as you are in Cop- 
tos. ‘However, to let you fee that my aim is 
not to be an obftacle to your.valour, nor even 
to fcreen you from the common perils of 
war; you fhall enter into action as often as 
you pleafe on the walls, where you won't 
fail of feeing very vigorous engagements. 
Towers of wood or ladders will raife the 
enemy within reach of our javelins, and even 
of our fwords, and battering rams will make 
breaches in our walls, which we muft defend 
man for man. I fhall here take occafion, in 
anfwer to the reproach caft upon the Egyp- 
tians by fome Greek authors, that they did 
not excell in the art of war, to fay, that it 
was they, who in the perfons of Ofiris, Se- 
foftris, and Memnon, produc'd the firft con- 
querors in the world. That afterwards they 
—courageoufly drove away from the heart of 
their dominions, both the Arabians who had 
feiz’d them by furprize, under the fhepherd 
kings, long before Sethos’s time, and the Ethi- 
epians uñder king Sabacon, two or three hun- 
dred yeats before the invafion of Cambyfes. 
But moreover, fetting afide their bravery ; 
itis certain, that their ingenuity and power 
had farnith’d them, long before the Greeks, 
not only with all forts of arms and inftru- 
ments of war, the invention of which He- 

Z 2 rodotus 
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rodotus * attributes to them, but with thofe 
offenfive and defenfive machines which the 
latter afterwards put in ufe at fieges. 


S#TH Os examin’d with attention all thofe 
which were prepar'd within the city. As 
thofe provinces which are never fo lite 
diftant from one another have yet different 
cuftoms, he compar’d the machines of Cop- 
tos with thofe he had feen the models of at 
Memphis ; and arguing upon this fubje&t 
with the engineers, he endeavour'd to difco- 
ver the fingular advantages of one over the 
other. 


RETURNING from the temple of Ifis, by 
_ the way of the morafs, the young prince 
had already obferv’d, that the foot of the 
wall on that fide was wafh’d by the water. 
But taking a view of this part from the infide 
of the ramparts, he obferv'd that the enemy, 
who was mafter of the adjacent parts, had 
fince cover'd the water with a great number 
of flat boats. The governor knew it; but he 
did not conceive they could make any great 
advantage of them: and having a watchful 
eye over the reft, he look’d upon the morafs 
itfelf as a defence which nature had furnifh'd 
him. It was, however, on that fide the firft 
attack on the town was made; becaufe the 


* Herodot. lib, 3. & Clem. Alex. Padag. lib. 2. 
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€nemy built very much upon the fuccefs of 
@ machine they had newly invented, to fcale 
the city from the morafs. They began, by 
covering the whole furface of the water with 
boats; and faftening then one by the other, 
they form’d a floor as firm as if they had lain 
on dry ground. This work awaken’d the 
governor's attention, and he began to think 
more ferioufly of defending this part of the 
walls. Sethos, who was ftanding by his fide, 
told him, that he call'd to mind an expedient, 
the firft idea of which he had found in the 
hiftories of Egypt; that he would go and con- 
fer thereon with the engineers, and that in an 
hour he would offer him this invention ready 
for execution : that in the mean time, he had 
the confidence to promife him a fuccefs from 
itas happy as it had been in former times. 
The governor, a prudent officer, anfwer’d 
him ; That independant of the good or bad 
fuccefs of this projeét, the whole kingdom 
was happy in having a prince who knew how 
to think, and above all, who was willing to 
fubmit his thoughts to the examination of 
experienc'd perfons. That he waited with 
impatience for his propofal, which he was 
before-hand very much difpos’d to follow. 


TE fame day, the enemies having cover’d 
their boats with planks, brought all the pieces 
of the great machine they had prepar’d; and 
they had taken their meafures fo well, that it 

Z 3 requir'd 
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requir'd a very little time to put it together. 
Sethos, whofe defign the governor had ap- 
prov'd of, was very diligent in obferving, 
thro’ private chinks in the wall, what he 
could difcern of this machine, and of the 
effect it could have. The engineers had or- 
ders to come frequently to him, to know, 
whether, upon what he might from time to 
time perceive of their works, ic might be 
neceflary to make any alteration in the iron 
hooks he had: already order’d in the gene- 
ral view of his defign. He faw nothing that 
made it worth while to make any change in 
the form he had at firft given, His intention 
was, to. let the befiegers put their machine 
in a condition to work withopt interruption, 
that his counter-battery might make the 
greater havock amongft them. However, to 
ive them no fufpicion, of his private defign, - 
é ply'd them with arrows fhot at random 
from the top of the wall. They had taken 
the precaution to fcreen themfelves from 
them ; for the greater part of their barks, 
efpecially thofe in which their work oblig’d 
them to be moft, were cover’d with boards 
flanting on the fide towazds the town, 


NicuT being at laft come, they perceiv’d 
that the enemy had chofen that time to put 
their machine in practice. It was a large 
lodge or fhed open before, and capacious 
enough to hold fifty foldiers. It was to reft 

| upon 
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upon the brink of the parapet of the ram- 
parts; the height of which, the befiegers en- 
gineers perfectly knew. The body of this 
lodge was to be fupported in this manner by 
long, ftrait ftakes, of which only the hin- 
dermoft were upright or perpendicular to the 
barks. All the reft ferv’d as peers or jaumbs, 
being fix’d obliquely into thefe, in the fame 
manner as is practis’d with galleries of wood 
which have a great bearing out. In this form 
it was fomething like the Sambuca of the: 
Latins, fo call’d for the refemblance it had 
to aharp, and which Marcellus made ufe of 
at the fiege of Syracufa on the fea-fide, ac- 
cording to the relation and defcription of 
Polybius and Plutarch. But the machine 
we are here defcribing, was more confide- 
rable in every refpect; and the manner of 
erecting it very different. The workmen, 
turning their backs to the town, rais’d it as. 
the femi-diameter of a circle upon fupporters, 
plac’d and faften’d in the boats, by drawing 
it with cords running in pullies, which were 
faften’d to a fort of mafts almoft as high as 
the walls. 


Tue befiegers had not put any men into 
the row of boats which were neareft the wall, - 
not to expofe them to the great ftones, and 
other heavy bodies, which the befieged might 
throw dawn upon them : but on each fide of 
the machine were plac'd a great number of 

— 44 archers, 
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archers, to infeft the befieged on the ramparts 
with their arrows, 


SETHOS, on his part, had caus’d to be 
faften’d to the parapet a great number of 
{trong pullies, tackled with ftrong ropes, at 
the end of which were faften’d iron hooks of 
all forms. The enemy did not fee thefe pul- 
lies, not only becaufe they had taken care to 
remove all light round them, and had kept 
only for themfelves as much as was abfolutely 
neceflary for their work ; but becaufe thefe 
pullies were plac’d between the heads of the 
foldiers, which Sethos, by a ftratagem which 
fucceeded, had fome time before plac’d ftand- 
ing upon the parapet. While the enemy, 
making a jeft of this difpofition, , which to 
them feem’d fantaftick, faluted them with 
their arrows ; the eight lords, companions of 
Sethos, difpers’'d among thofe of the front, 
but with their armour faften’d behind to 
Tefler ropes, and holding in each hand one 
of the iron hooks faften’d to the ends of the 
larger ropes, fell down, or rather were dex- 
teroufly let down, as if they fell of them- 
felves, one after another, as dead men, into 
the neareft boats. The enemy not thinking 
thefe fuppos’d dead men worth their notice, 
and not having perceiv’d the ropes, hidden 
from their eyes by favour of the night, were 
only bufy, an in clearing the brink of the 
parapet with their arrows; and others, in 

faifing 
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raifing their machine by force of labour. In 
the mean time, thefe young noblemen having, 
with great activity and addrefs, faften'd their 
iron hooks to the hinder part of thofe flat 
boats, which contain’d the workmen who 
were raifing the machine, return’d to the 
foot of the wall, where they made, all to- 
gether, a great cry; which was the fignal 
for hoifting them up immediately, and for 
hawling at once all the ropes to which the 
iron hooks were faften’d. The diforder which 
the firft motion of the pullies caus'd, is in- 
expreffible : It threw down all thofe who 
held the machine fufpended in the air, and 
almoft rais’d to its full height. The fall 
of it crufh’d to pieces above two hundred 
men, engineers and labourers, who directed, 
or were affiftant at the raifing of it. All the 
foldiers in the fhatter’d machine were kill’d 
or wounded. The pullies raifing the ends of 
the boats neareft the walls, made all the planks 
give way, and threw thofe, who a moment 
before were infulting the befieged with their 
arrows, into the water. The greater part of 
the boats to which the hooks were faften’d, 
being rais’d intirely out of the water, whirl’d 
about in the air by the force of their own 
weight hanging tothe ropes, difcharg’d them- 
felves of thofe men who had taken hold of 
them for fear of drowning, and crufh’d them 
to death afterwards in the other boats which 
had receiv'd them in their fall. Much in 

the 
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the fame manner it was that Archimedes 
turn’d the effect of the Sambuca’s, which 
Marcellus had causd to be apply’d to the 
Acradina of Syracufa againft the Romans 
themfelves ; and thus Sethos, having no far- 
ther experience in war than what he had at- 
tain’d to from hiftory and reading, made him- 
felf fear’d and refpected, in his very firft ex- 
loit, by Mephres, one of the moft valiane » 
ue the dynafty of Thebes ever had. Some- 
thing of the fame nature has been fince re- 
lated of Scipio the younger, and of Lucullus, 
who only by reading of Xenophon had made 
themfelves great captains before they com- 
manded the armies of the republick. 


W HILE every body, and in particular the 
governor, were heaping praifes upon Sethos ; 
he himfelf was gall’d to the foul that he had 
mot yet had an opportunity of giving any, 
mark of his valour. He told the governor, 
fhewing them his eight companions, that it 
was, they, and not he, who had given the 
firft proofs of their courage, as well in the 
fallies they had been engag’d in during his 
abfence, as in the perillous undertaking of 
faftening the hooks to the boats. But that he 
comforted himfelf with the hopes of par- 
taking with them the danger of an exploit 
that he had projected againft the enemy's 
towers, without going out of the gates of the 
city, fince it was forbidden him, The go- 

| vernor 
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vernor anfwer’d, That it was not for him to 
exhort him to any thing : but that after the 
fuccefs of his firft attempt he had not the . 
power to diffuade him from any thing what- 
foever. But neverthelefs he rely’d very much 
upon the wifdom of Amedes, for the pre- 
fervation of a prince who was already an ob- 
jet of wonder, not only to the king’s fubjects, 
but to his enemies. 


MEPRRES, whofe army was very nume- 
rous, had taken the very time in which this, 
machine was preparing, and to be put in, 
practice, to advance his towers. ‘The conti- 
nual fkirmifhes between his army and that of 
Memphis had not kinder’d him from level. 
ling feveral pañlages thro’ which thefe mon- 
ftrous piles of wood, quite erected, were to 
advance towards the walls upon rolls. At 
fun-rifing they faw two of them, of equal 
fize, before that part of the wall which had 
the largeft face towards. the plain, and where 
the ‘Thebans had: already fill’d up the ditch. 
They were fquare buildings, of four fathoms 
each fide, and higher by two feet than the 
parapets of the ramparts; before which they. 
were plac’d at fifteen or twenty feet diftance. 
"Foward the top they had a floor, to which 
there was an afcent by a ftair-cafe contriv'd 
on, the infide of the timber. ‘This floor was 
lower than the brink of the tower by the 
height of a tall man, to fecure the pr 


om 
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from darts lanc’d in a direét line. But on 
that fide which was towards the wall, there 
was upon the floor a broad bench, upon 
which the enemy were to mount, to annoy the 
the befieged, who might line the ramparts with 
their arrows. Befides that, every tower had a 
. fort of draw-bridge of three feet broad, with 
iron rails on the fides about three feet high. 
Thefe draw-bridges the enemy were to let 
down on the parapet, and by that means to 
endeavour nf Sots. themfelves into the city. 
Sethos, feeing thefe draw-bridges which as 
yet were erected in the air, and having ob- 
ferv’d the iron rails, fmiling, faid to his of- 
ficers who were about him ; Thefe people 
furely are very awkward ; we may, perhaps, 
let them fee fomething more bold. 


In the mean time the ramparts were pro- 
vided with foldiers commanded by the gover- 
nor himfelf, who prepar’d to repulfe the be- 
fiegers. Befides the arrows which they fhoe 
continually at the enemy in the plain, he or- 
der’d, that as foon as they obferv’d them upon 
the floors of the towers, they fhould fhoot 
arrows into the air that might fall down again 
on their heads. Sethos, on the contrary, 
wifh'd, with regard to his defign, that the 
floors might be full of foldiers, becaufe he 
look’d upon them as fo many men who fhould 
not efcape. But obferving that thefe arrows - 
did not do them much harm, nor — 

: m 
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thern from expofing themfelves to the dan- 
ger, he did not contradict this order of the 
governor's, nor did he inform him of his pro- 
je, to give him the pleafure of a a] gina 
He had, indeed, in the morning, defir’d that 
two long planks might be plac’d within the 
ramparts, over-again{t the two towers; one 
end of which refting upon the ground, and 
being rais’d by degrees, and fupported from 
fpace to fpace with ftones, the other end to- 
wards the parapet was of the fame height as 
the towers. The governor let him make 
thefe preparations, thinking he defign’d to 
place foldiers upon thefe planks, who being 
fomething higher might the better refift the 
enemy’s defcent into the ramparts. But Se- 
thos, who had concerted his defign with his 
eight SR seg caus’d them to be arm’d, 
as himfelf, with light armour, and each a 
{word of a foot and a half long, broad at the 
hilt, and very fharp-pointed. The moment 
he thought moft proper for his defign, placing 
himfelf, with three of his companions, at 
fifteen paces diftance from the foot of one 
of the planks; and the other five at the fame 
 diftance oppofite to the foot of the other, 
they all cry’d out at once to make way. Im- 
mediately taking a fudden jump all together 
with a furprizing vigour, they were feen, in 
a moment, running on the planks, rais'd in 
the air, and falling, with {word in hand, into 
the two towers, ‘The governor, as well : | 
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all the officers and foldiers on the rampart, 
ftood motionlefs at this fight: but the people 
in the towers, much more farpriz’d, thought 
them really fall’n down from heaven by a 
prodigy which fopeboded their certain ruin. 
Indeed, rea no other weapon but their 
bows, which they were going to make ufe 
of, by mounting all together upon the broad 
bench, they were all ftabb’d before they had 
time to come to themfelves. As the ftair- 
cafe and bottom of the cower were fill’d with 
Theban foldiers, commanded to back thofe 
who were above; our young heroes threw all 
the dead bodies down the horizontal opening 
of the ftairs ; and they, being in armour, 
by their weight, either kill’d or overthrew 
all who were on the ftair-cafe. Not fatisfy’d 
with that, they took the levers, or other in- 
ftruments of iron defign’d to let down the 
draw-bridges, and with a wonderful quick- 
nefs and dexterity loofen’d the planks from 
the joyfts, which were more than fufficient 
for them to walk on; and throwing them 
down, they deftroy'd thofe who were below 
in great numbers: They likewife rum’d a 
great part of the ftair-cafe, by leaving only 
fuch pieces of wood as were neceflary for 
them, not to walk, but to jump or clamber 
from one place to another. At laft, not de- 
fiyning to ftay long there, they let down the 
_ draw-bridges, and return’d, running to the 
ramparts. But todeprive the enemies ae! the 
ame 
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fame opportunity, if they fhould attempt to 
come up in their turns, Sethos caus’d the 
two bridges to be dextroufly cut off clofe to 
se ai. te and they fell at the foot of the 
wall. 


‘ Tuts exploit had a far greater Auccefs than 
Sethos himfelf had imagin’d. Whe firft fol- 
diers, who got out of the twcs towers alive 
thro’ the doors below, cry’d but in a fearful 
tone, ‘That certain Geni, enemies to the 
wea nebans, were come down from heaven on 
the tops of their towers, had deftroy’d their 
companions there, and were making frightful 
ravage. This notion, fupported by the groans 
of thofe within, and the noife of the boards 
falling, made thofe who were pofted adjacent 
to the towers, fly to a great diftance; and 
they did not fcruple faying, that figns from 
heaven were fuperior even to the orders of 
their king. Mephres, who faw thefe young 
men in the air, and could hardly compre- 
hend this unheard-of example of intrepidity, 
the author of which he fufpected to be Sethos, 
opr perceiv'd he fhould not be believ’d if 
e alledg’d it. So, not to expofe his autho- 
rity, he chofe rather to give way to the fuper- 
ftition of his army. He gave orders the very 
fame day to fet fire at a diftance to the two 
towers, fince they were difpleafing to the 
gods. He even added, that as their great 
machines had not fucceeded, they would, _ 
the 
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e of the fiege, only make ufo 
rams, the moft fimple of all 
h they could not do without, 

: e gates, or batter the walls 
of a city = fo lawfully attack'd. 


TE governor and Amedes, on their part, 
wrote to the king of Memphis, to give him 
an account of wh | ad pafs'd from the b DC 
ginning of the wep: een of the gloy w W NI 
the young pri ve 2 | 
companions, had acquir'd. T sa, in ti 
mean time receiv'd from the queen reproach 
either private or exprefsd, in a doubtful 
fenfe, that his projects advanc’d fo flowly, | 
and that the affairs of war remain’d always 
in the fame fituation. He did not want this 
{pur to his rage. The contempt he had always 
Jain under, but into which he imagin’d he 
was fall’n by a comparifon to Sethos, whofe 
name alone fill’d the mouths of every one, 
caft him into a confufion, which began to 
be vifible in his orders. In fhort, vs the 
pretext of taking advantage of the diforder, 
from which the Theban army was not yet 
recover'd ; he let the governor know, that 
he was refolv’d the following night to attack 
the enemy with the greater part of his troops, 
and therefore defir’d he would favour his 
defign by a fally of the beft troops of his 
garrifon, at midnight, and on that fide op- 
pofite to him. He fent him, at the fame 

time 
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time the word by which they might know one 
another in the datk. The governor confented 
to all, and let him know he wanted no other 
fignal but that of the hour appointed: Thoris 
knew that Sethos never mad on at the fala 
lies : but imagining upon fuch an occafion he 
would be near the gate on the infide, he 
hatch’d the black defign of giving the enemy 


‘ 


ief officers, he talk’d aloud to them of his 
defign; he nam’d the gate the garifon was 
to march out of, and gave them the word in 
fuch manner, that thofe who were round 
about the tent might hear it. Some of the 
eldeft captains took upon them to acquaint 
him, that he would have done better to have 
{poken lower, becaufe of the fpies that king 
_ Mephres might have in the camp; and the 

her, as it was for particular officers to give 
the word to the troops in the moment they 
were to march. As it was the intention of 
Thoris to have the project of his enterprize 
come to the enemy’s ears, he foften’d his tone 
no longer than till he was out of the hearing of 
thofe who, from {pace to fpace; prefum’d to 
give him the fameadvice. The general order, 
in fhort, was to march againft the army of 
the befiegers the hour he had advis’d the gover- 

VoL, I, Aa nor. 
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nor. He forefaw that their march would 
foon be ftopp’d by the army of Mephres, 
who was fufficiently inform’d of all. So he 
propos’d, after having engag’d them fome 
time, to found a retreat, under the plaufible 
pretext of his defign being difcover’d, and fo 
give the enemy an opportunity of cutting off 
the fally of the garifon, and, perhaps, of 
entering the city. All this happen'd to the 
great misfortune of Memphis, ashe forefaw; 
and to his own, which he did not expett. - 


Mepures had divided his troops into 
two bodies; the largeft he commanded him- 
felf, and the other he fent under the com- 
mand of one of his lieutenants againft the 
garifon. Thoris, at the head of his army, 
was immediately {truck with fear at feeing 
the king of Thebes, who till then had never 
appear’d in perfon in any of the nightly ex- 
peditions, and with whom he had no thoughts 
of engaging. He remain’d at a ftand, when 
the king fell upon him with his whole avant- 
guard ; and commanding two or three of his 
officers, who were neareft his perfon, to feize 
him without wounding him, he caus’d him 
to be led hand-cuff'd to the quarters where 
the prifoners he had taken from the beginning 
of the fiege were kept : after which, rufhing 
on the foremoft ranks, he made a terrible 
flaughter. But the next commanding officer 
after Thoris, a prince of the blood-royal of 
. | Memphis, 
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Memphis, a man in years, and of great refo- 
lution, taking the command upon him in the 
abfence of the general, gave immediate orders 
to the officers who were behind him to re- 
treat with the army in good order and filence 
into their intrenchments; while with one 
fingle cohort, which he kept, he would oppofe 
the whole fhock of the Theban army. The 
foldiers of this cohort, to the number of three 
hundred, drew together imperceptibly with 
their backs to the wall of a long temple they 
had behind them. There they withftood all 
the fury of the enemy; and were almoft all 
cut off, when the commander, directing his 
difcourfe to Mephres, faid: My lord, you 
are conqueror of our firft ranks, and of three 
hundred men which we were here ; but the 
body of the army of Memphis is in fafety. Be 
contented at this time with the remainder of 
thefe brave men, who furrender themfelves 
prifoners to you. The king inftantly put an 
end to the battle : he order’d the foldiers to 
be convey’d away, and care to be taken of 
them, efpecially of the wounded. After- 
wards, giving his hand to the commander, 
he made him mount a horfe by his fide, and 
told him, that he fhould have no other chain 
but his word, nor no other prifon but a tent 
near to his own. Thus the king return’d into 
the center of his camp, to inform himfelf of 
what pafs d on the other fide of the city. 


Aa 2 MEPHRES, 
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Mepures, to take advantage of the treafon 
of Thoris, had given orders to his lieutenants 
to fuffer the troops of the garifon to advance 
very near to the camp, where they fhould be 
teceiv'd by a body of the army in battle-array ; 
and that in this interval of time a certain 
number of batallions fhould file off to the 
right and to the left, under favour of the 
darknefs, and range themfelves near the gate 
the garifon was march'd out at. He gave 
two words inftead of one; that by which 
they were to know one another in the engage- 
ment, and that which, being common to 
them and the garifon of Coptos, was to favour 
the entrance of the befiegers into the place. 
The troops which were detach’d to the gate, 
had orders not to appear till the befieged be- 
ing beaten, as in all appearance they would 
be, fled, or at leaft retir’d towards the city: 
but that then, mixing with them, and feem- 
ing to belong to them, they fhould throw 
themfelves, in as great a number as poflible, 
into Coptos. | 


THE attack of the garifon, who were 
farpriz'd to find the enemy in fo good a 
pofture of defence, was, however, very vigo- 
rous ; becaufe the officers the governor had 
pitch’d upon were excellent foldiers, and 
feven of the. companions of Sethos, who were 
with them as volunteers, encourag’d the troops 


by 
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by their example. Tho’ the Theban army 
not only receiv’d them in front, but attack’d 
them infenfibly on the flanks too; the fol- 
diers of Coptos held out this unequal battle 
with fo much courage, that the befiegers, 
who were pofted near the gate, thought is 
would be no fugitive at all, and that this 
pretext for throwing themfelves into the 
town would fail them. In the mean time 
the Thebans, beginning to {peak aloud, that 
the army of Memphis was defeated, and the 
general taken, about fifty of the moft cowardly 
of the garifon, who were neareft the gate, 
forfook their ranks, and took to their heels 
towards the city. The governor, who be- 
liev'd all his troops were defeated and fol- 
lawing them, caus’d the gates to be open’d 
ta receive them. The Theban foldiers, who 
had waited with impatience for this oppor- 
tunity, join’d with them in great numbers : 
but the fear and diforder of the former foon 
made them known from the latter, whofe 
outward appearance was more ftay'd, and 
who affected too much to call out the word, 
that they might be ‘fuffer’'d to pafs. The 
governor, who was in arms within and near 
the gate, with the flower of his officers and 
foldiers, among whom were Sethos and 
Amedes, cry’d out at once: We are betray’d; 
let the gates be fhut. This order had no 
effect, the befiegers having fo crowded up the 
paffage, that it was impoffible to ftir a 
| Aa 3 The 


364 The Life of SzTHOS. 

The governor had nothing elfe to do but to 
fend for fuccours from that part of the gari- 
fon which remain’d in the city; and in the 
mean time to employ the men he had there 
to oppofe this torrent. They fuffer’d the 
{mall number of the enemy that were en- 
ter’d, to be difpers’d thro’ the city, as not be- 
ing able to do much harm of themfelves : 
‘but the governor, with the choiceft of his 
foldiers, whom he had already got together, 
Sethos, one of the young lords, who alone 
remain’d with him, Amedes, and even the 
flave we have already mention’d, and who 
never left his lord, when he would fuffer 
him to follow him, refifted the befiegers, 
who were got to the widening of the gate, 
with fo much vigour, that notwithftanding 
all the efforts of thofe who pufh’d them on 
behind, not any more enter'd, 


AMEDEs perceiving that Sethos, in the 
heat of ation, was every moment out of 
his fight, gave him a particular charge not 
to go without the gates. The young prince 
had indeed no intention of doing it: but a 
moment afterward, perceiving the enemy 

ave way, and being under the gate, back’d 
= all the foldiers who were behind him, he 
could not perfuade himfelf to lofe fuch an 
advantage ; but purfuing it, was got without 
the gate, with the young lord and his flave, 
before he perceiv'd it. They were all three 

foon 


The Lifeof SETHOS. 365 
foon forc’d to retreat along the ditch on the 
left hand, to fome diftance from the gate, 
by the attack of frefh troops. Amedes him- 
felf, in oppofition to his own orders, being 
engag’d under the fame gate, and not being 
able to draw back without giving the enemy 
an opportunity of advancing upon him, 
and entring the city again, was likewife 
got out, and was forc’d towards the right 
hand by the troops of the king of This, by 
whom he was grievoufly wounded and taken 
prifoner. The governor knew there were 
perfons of fuch diftinétion without the gates: 
but having charge of the place, he laid hold 
of the firft favourable moment to fhut the 
gate ; and leaving only a wicket open, plac’d 
fuch men there as he could depend on ; not 
only to fee whom they let in, but to procure 
advice every moment of the troops that 
were without, and, above all, of S and 
Amedes. In the mean time the young prince, 
with his companion and flave, making ufe of 
their utmoft cunning and activity, and favour’d 
by the darknefs of the night, were foon at 
fuch.a diftance as to be out of danger of 
being kill’d or taken prifoners. Then the 
refult of their little council was, That the 
fhorteft and fafeft method for them was, cou- 
rageoufly to overcome all obftacles, and join 
the troops of the garifon ; who yet defended 
themfelves on the {pot where they were firft 
attack’d, and which they would eafily find 

._ Aa 4 again 
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again by the noife. They order’d it fo, by 
keeping all three together, that they got 
thither, after having kill’d by the way fome of 
thofe who attempted to ftop their courfe. 
Having foon made themfelves known among 
the ranks, they, in fome meafure, renew'd 
their hopes. But Sethos foon after receiv'd a 
wound by a fword under the bottom of his 
armour, which laid him flat on the ground 
for dead. His companion, who faw it, threw 
himfelf immediately upon him, to endeavour, 
with the help of his flave, to draw his body 
out of the fight. They had juft fucceeded in 
it, when the young lord got fuch another blow 
himfelf, which laid him at a diftance from 
Sethos fenfelefs and almoft without life. The 
flave thinking his lord dead beyond recovery, 
with reluctance drew his ring from his finger, 
to fhew that he had accompany’d him faith- 
fully to his death. Being likewife refolv'd to 
continue fighting near him, he had but juft 
time in the tumult, to put this ring into his 
mouth. © But he had hardly enter'd again in- 
to action, when, being on the flank of the 
batallion, from whence he had juft remov’d 
his lord’s body, the Arabian foldiers feiz’d 
him behind, and; made him enter into the 
number of their prifoners. He us’d himfelf: 
to hold his ring hid always under his tongue, 
having a confus'd idea that it might be a 
means to procure his enlargement. © °° ” 


TE 
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Tue king, tird with expecting in his 
tent the fuccefs of fo long and fo obftinate 
an encounter, came himfelf to the field of 
battle ; and with an intent to {pare his troops 
for the continuance of a fiege, which he ap- 
prehended would not be foon at an end, he 
pave orders to found a retreat almoft as foon | 
as he came thither. And thus the befieged, 
terribly leffen’d in number, and even not yet 
knowing their whole lofs, return’d, however, 
this time into the city with honour, 


But what an affliction was it, not only 
to the governor, but the whole garifon, and 
all the inhabitants of Coptos, when they 
found Sethos wanting, as well as. Amedes, 
the young lord, and the flave, from whom 
they might at leaft have learnt his fate! At 
break of day the governor fent to the king of 
Thebes to demand a truce for burying their 
dead. Having eafily obtain’d it from the 
king, who wanted the fame himfelf, he fent 
to take an exact view of the field of battle, 
hoping to find out thofe he was moft con- 
cern’d for, by their helmets or other armour, 
and in particular Sethos.and Amedes, by their 
initiates vefts which they wore under their 
cuirafs. But the vagabonds who range about for 
plunder, as it generally happens, had already 
{tripp’d the dead, and the trampling of men 


and 
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and horfes had disfigur’d the greater part of 
them. The governor was foon inform’d, that 
there were no marks to be found of the bodies 
either of Sethos, Amedes or the flave; but that 
they were bringing in the young lord, whom 
they found yet breathing on the fide of the 
field of battle, ftripp’d like the reft. While 
they were dreffing his wound, which did not 
prove to be mortal, he foreftall’d the gover- 
nor’s curiofity, and told him, with groans, 
that he had feen the young prince kill’d, and 
that he had affifted the flave in dragging his 
body out of the crowd; but that having been 
wounded himfelf in the very inftant, he knew 
nothing what was become of the body of 
Sethos, nor of the flave, who was then alive 
and well. The news of the young prince’s 
death was foon known every where. On the 
one fide it came to the king of Thebes; and 
on the other to Amedes. ‘The latter, being 
difcover'd to bean initiate by the officers of the 
king of This, who took care of his wound, 
which was more painful than dangerous, was 
Jaid in a litter, and fent as a prifoner of note to 
Abydus, diftant hardly a day’s journey. The 
king of This having feen him, gave him a very 
favourable reception. Amedes, on his part, 
tho’ after the death of the prince he had no 
thoughts either of returning to Memphis, or 
of remaining in the kingdom of This, foon 
mediated a peace between the two kings, 
| father 
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father and uncle of Sethos, by difengaging 
the latter from the league he had made with 
the king of Thebes. 


THE day after the fatal miftake, of which 
Thoris had been the caufe, Mephres having 
receiv'd the news of the death of Sethos, fent 
his compliments of condoleance to the gover- 
nor, as reprefenting the king of Memphis. 
He added, that he was juft going to take ven- 
geance for it; and that he might come him- 
felf in all fafety, or fend whom he might 
think fit, to be eye-witnefs of it. The gover- 
nor made anfwer, that he would give the 
king his mafter an account of this generous 
civility of the king of Thebes: But that not 
conceiving what fort of vengeance he was 
about to take for the death of the prince, he 
begg’d he would excufe his giving any anfwer 
on this head. At the return of the herald, 
Mephres affembled his whole army, and 
plac’d all the prifoners of Memphis in the 
midft of the ranks. Thefe motions were ob- 
ferv'd from the top of the ramparts of Cop- 
tos, but they could not yet comprehend what 
they would end in. ° At laft they perceiv’d 
Thoris bare-headed, and led between two 
men who held him bound, Then Mephres, 
beginning to fpeak, faid : Soldiers of Thebes, 
and ye foldiers of Memphis; behold this de- 
fpicable general, who, having no diftinétion 
either of birth or merit, has had the infolence 

| to 


570 The Life of SETHOS. 


to accept of the command of the troaps of 
Memphis againft an army which it was well 
known I was to command in perfon. How- 
ever incens’d I am at the little regard which 
has been had upon this occafion to a cuftom 
ever obferv'd by all the kings of Egypt when 
engag'd in war, I have ample fatisfa¢tion in 
the advantage we have had ; and I believe 
Oforoth will foon be more difpleas’d at this 
unworthy choice, than I could be. If he 
govern’d of himfelf, I know what meafures I 
ought to have taken with him to prevent this 
affront. But as I don't vouchfafe to enter 
into a difcuffion of the deference due to the 
blood-royal of Egypt with any but thofe of 
the fame blood; I have fuffer’d this affront, 
refolving to do my felf juftice for it. I had 
even rather have given marks of difdain than 
vengeance, with regard to a general fo con- 
temptible as this, had he only fhewn his want 
of prudence and knowledge. But be it known 
to bath nations, that thistraytor has been the 
only caufe of the misfortune which has this 
night befall’n the enemy’s army and gari- 
fon, and above all, the incomparable prince 
Sethos, the lofs of whom all Egypt ought te 
regret. This perfidious wretch it was, who, 
going yefterday in the evening from tent to 
tent to difpenfe his orders for the attack, 
thought he could not {peak loud encugh of 
his.defign, and of the word he had fent the 
governor of the city. Jn vain the moft a 
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detit officers of his army advis’d him, one 
after another, as he came to them, to {peak 
with more caution. He, without ceafing, 
refum'd the tone of his voice, with the appa- 
rent defign of being heard by thofe fpies, of 
whom an abhorrence of Daluca’s adminiftra- 
tion furnifhes me numbers. If he were my 
fubject, and I would make him fuffer the death 
he deferves, he fhould be examin’d in a 
council of war: But the chaftifement I con 
fine myfelf to, even with regard to my pri- 
foner, don’t require my taking fo many mea- 
fures. It is expedient to fecure here at leaft 
fome punifhment for a villain, whofe condu& 
might, perhaps, not be difapprov’d of by the 
miniftry to which the kingdom of Memphis 
is now aprey. The king, having fpoken in 
this manner, caus’d Thoris to be ftripp’d to 
the girdle, notwithftanding the mournful 
proteftations he made that the queen forc’d 
him to accept of the command ; and that by 
giving his orders, without going out of the 
camp, he did not apprehend being overheard 
by the enemy. His hands being bound be- 
hind him, two men, one on each fide of him, 
put bis neck between two forks, and in that 
condition led him round the whole large 
fpace, which was furrounded by the troops 
of Thebes and the prifoners cf Memphis, 
while two other men {courg’d. him with long . 
rods. This has fince been a punifhment in- 
flicted by the Romans upon thofe who be- 
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came the enemies of their country, previous 
to the ftroke of the axe, and of which the 
bare recital given to the emperor Nero, made 
him determine to make away with himfelf, 
for fear of being overtaken in his flight. 


AFTER theexecution, the king faid: Of- 
ficers and foldiers of Memphis, it is as much 
for your fatisfactton as my own, that I have 
now given this example. You fhall be judges 
of it yourfelf, by the good treatment you fhall 
meet with till you are exchang’d. As for 
this wretch, I will fend him bound hand and 
foot to Daluca without any ranfom. I fet 
no value upon him, and fhould be forry he 
fhould be compar’d to the meaneft of my 
foldiers who are prifoners The king, in 
reality, fent him immediately to the firft city 
of the kingdom of Memphis, where he knew 
the governor was a creature of Daluca. 
Thoris, upon his arrival, begg’d he might be 
conceal’d from the eyes of every one till he 
prov'd his innocence. This the governor 
readily comply’d with, and immediately dif- 
patch’d a meflenger to the queen to know 
what he fhould do with him. The queen, 
perceiving herfelf chaftiz’d in the perfon of 
her general, fent, with all diligence, orders 
to this governor, to make a fhew of all ima- 
ginable kindnefs to Thoris under clofe con- 
finement, and to promife him from her a 
{peedy juftification : but that he fhould TN 
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lifh every where to the world, that the queen 
would bring him to a trial. That, however, 
at the end of three days, he fhould caufe him 
to be ftrangled in his bed by men whom he 
could depend: on; and that afterwards he 
fhould fpread abroad that he dy’d of grief. 
All this was perform’d to a tittle. 


THE governor of Coptos had refolv’d not 
to write to the king till the evening of the 
day following the double battle which hap- 
pen’d under the walls of the city, that he 
might employ the time of his delay in making 
all poffible enquiry, and to gather all the 
news he could concerning Sethos. He had 
caus’d all the bodies upon which any marks 
of diftinétion were found, to be feparated from 
the reft; for that not only Sethos, but three 
of the young lords his companions, were not 
return’d from the battle. Before they were 
put into the catacombs of Coptos, he caus’d 
more diftinguifh’d and honourable exequies 
to be perform’d for thefe than for the other, 
being perfuaded that Sethos, tho’ unknown, 
was among them. He at kaft wrote a letter 
to the king, bath’d in tears, in which he gave 
a particular account of all chat had pafs’d in 
that unhappy night, and to the moment he 
took pen in hand. The king, when he came 
to the article of his fon’s death, fell in a fwoon. 
The queen, who had receiv’d this news by 
her emiflaries, fifteen hours before him, 
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having been from that time always near his 
perfon, did all fhe could to recover him. As 
foon as he came to himfelf; he turn’d towards 
her, and in a tone, mix’d with grief and 
anger; faid: Oh! madam; thefe are the fruits 
of your pernicious adminiftration ; from this 
moment 1 deprive you of it. Go, and fhut 
yourfelf up in one of your moft diftant pala- 
ces, and let me never fee you more. The 
queen gave way to this ftorm, and retir'd: 
but before fhe departed, and took her two 
fons with her, to a houfe of pleafure fhe had 
at ten leagues diftance from the capital, 
fhe eftablifh’d a private intelligence with 
thofe, who looking upon her as mother to 
the prefent heir to the crown, and knowing 
the force of her policy, plainly perceiv’d fhe 
would always be in fome confideration, and 
hop'd to fee her again in greater power after 
her return than before her exile. The king, 
in the mean time, inftituted that very day a 
council of men of pretty good intentions. 
This council will maintain the kingdom, 
during fome of the next enfuing years, in a 
middle fituation between profperity and 
weaknefs; but which, approaching fomething 
nearer to the latter than the former, will 
bring it to the very brink of its ruin, engag’d 
in a foreign war ; which will be the principal 
fubject of the laft book of this hiftory. 
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_ Assoon as this council was eftablith’d, 
Oforoth, who had yet fome hopes of hearing 
from his fon again, imagining he muit be 
ftray’d away in the confufion of a night- 
battle, wrote to the king of Thebes. He 
fntreated him to extend the generofity he had 
fhewn, in being concern’d at the death of 
his fon, fo far as to caufe enquiry fo be made 
after him among the prifoners which might 
have been made by the feveral nations who 
ferv'd under him. He inform’d him, that 
his fon had a ring on his finger; the ftone of 
which was an emerald ; whereupon was 
teprefented a Horus, of whom ‘one hand 
feem’d ftrétch’d out to another that held it, 
which was that of the late queen Nephte, 
under the figure of Ifis, and had been fepa- 
rated from the reft of the ftone, and made a 
ring for hers; tho’ he did not know what 
was become of that ring. That Horus held 
one finger of his right hand on his mouth; 
but that one part of his garment feem’d tobe : 
held by another hand, which was his own 
ander the figure of Ofiris, that he himfelf 
wore asa ring on his own finget. That, in 
fhort, if by a proclamation of thefe figns, 
prince Sethos might be brought fo light ; he 
offer'd for his rañfom not only the: whole 
Nome of Coptos, which he immediately re- 
fign'd to him, for the fake of peace, which 
he was tefolv’d to purchafe, but moreover 
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the half of the remainder of his kingdom; an 
immenfe price for the perfon of his fon alone. 
As foon as the king of Thebes receiv'd this 
letter, he order’d the contents of it to be pub- 
lith'd in every place where prifoners of war 
could have been carry’d, promifing befides 
in his own name an extraordinary reward to 
thofe who fhould reftore this Prince, if, per- 
haps, he might not be dead. 


Tuis proclamation was publith’d, as in 
other’ places, at Compafis, a city of the 
_ Weftern or Egyptian Arabia, feven or eight 

leagues diftance from Coptos, where the Ara- 
= bians, who had taken Azares, had carry’d 
him. They knew nothing of his being a 
flave, On the contrary, having taken him 
fighting with an incredible courage, and be- 
ing charm’d with his prefence of mind on 
the road from the field of battle to Com- 
pafis, they look’d upon him as a perfon of 
diftintion, and refolv’d to conceal him from 
the enquiries the king of Thebes might make 
after prifoners of note. This opinion, which 
he had at firft rais’d in them, he kept up in 
the two or three chofen men who guarded 
him. So,’ when the proclamation came to 
them, he thought he had room enough - 
to fay: My-lords of Arabia, tho’ I am an 
Egyptian, I have always had a natural pro- 
penfity to your nation. You have already an 

evidence of it. in the eafe with which I fpeak 
4 3 a . > your 
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your tongue. It is not yet time for me to tell . . 


you who I am. | ‘I have not the ring here de- 
{crib’d; but, if you are wife and fecret, I'll 
give an account of it in another place. Carry 
me only on the other fide of the Red-fea to 
the great Arabians, from whom you are de- 
. fcended. I am diffatisfy’d with the admini- 
{tration of Memphis, as you are with that of 
Thebes ; we may be of mutual advantage one 
to the other: Thefe Arabians being aftonith’d 
, at this difeourfe, conceiv’d a new refpect for : 
their prifoner. They inftantly led him by 
private ways to the haven of Berenice, where 
they embark’d him privately, as himfelf had 
defir’d ; and having landed him at the port 
of Badios in Arabia Felix, fome days after- 
wards he was conducted honourably to Me- 
riaba, where the kings of that country held 
their refidence. 


Tue fate of Sethos, who was not dead, 
as was fuppos’d, had not been lefs fingular: 
Some Ethiopian foldiers. had made him pri- 
foner towards the conclufion of the battle ; 
they had perceiv’d a breath of life, which 
an hour’s time had recover'd in him. Tho’ 
they did not know him for the prince of 
Memphis, his noble ftature; and the fine- 
nefs of the fteel of his armour, made them 
believe they fhould get a great ranfom for 
this prifoner. Sethos thérefore, not yet come 
. to himfelf, was carry’d by thefe Barbarians to 
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a city, call’d in our antient itineraries, Phoe- 
nicon *, twenty miles from Coptos on the way 
to the Red-fea. The Phœnician merchants 
had a fettlement there of fuch importance, that 
it gave name to the place. The Ethiopian. fol- 
diers had pitch’d upon this place to carry the 
wounded men to, becaufe the commerce of 
precious ftones, with which they furnith’d 
the Phoenicians, made them very much 
efteem’d by them. There the Ethiopian fol- 
diers ftripp’d Sethos of his armour and gar- 
ments, and threw away his initiate’s veft, 
which was unknown to them, and all over 
bloody. They afterwards committed him to 
the care of fome Pheenician phyficians, of 
whom they made ufe eee Be for their 
fick. Thefe phyficians, being of a nation 
more civiliz’d than the Ethiopians, took a 
peculiar care of this prifoner, whofe wound 
had happily not prejudic’d his nobler parts. 
They were concern’d for him more on the 
account of his underftanding, which foon was 
manifeft, than for the orders they had receiv’d 
on his account. Sethos carefully concealing 
his name and birth from them, till he was 
able to judge what courfe to take, pretended 
to be a common foldier of the army of 
Memphis, call’d, Cheres: So that the Ethi- 
opians, who came from time to time to em 
quire after him, began to cool on his ac 


* See the Geography of Cellarius, de Africa. 
3 count. 
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count. The Phœnicians taking advantage of 
this diftafte, propos’d their felling him to 
them. The bargain was foon made ; and 
Sethos, without yet faying any thing, from 
a prifoner of war, became a flave. His new 
mafters waited only till he was in fome 
meafure recover’d, to carry him to the white 
Port on the Red-fea, where they were to im 
bark for a long voyage. 7 


He was yet at Phoenicon, where, without 
making himfelf known, he had heard the 
falfe report which was fpread of his death ; 
the forrow it had caus’d in the city of Coptos ; 
the concern the king of Thebes had on that 
account, and the vengeance he had taken for 
it; when the publication of his father’s letter 
was brought into the very chamber where he 
lay. The mention made in it of his ring, 
made him caft his eyes upon his hand the 
firft time fince his wound ; and feeing that 
wanting, he ftifled the firft inclination: 
he had to difcover himfelf : But when, in 
the continuance of the letter, he underftood 
that Oforoth offer'd the half of his kingdom 
for his ranfom, the unreafonablefs of that in. 
fpired him with the refolution of concealing 
himfelf yet more, and rather to bury himfelf 
alive, than be the caufe of difmembring, in 
fo frightful a manner, the fecond and moft 
glorious monarchy of Egypt. As foon as 
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the letter was read quite thro’, he could not 
forbear faying aloud; That fuch a prifoner, 
if he was yet living, would ruin his father’s 
kingdom before he came to the fucceffion ; 
and that it would be a happinefs for Oforoth, 
if his fon remain’d dead, as it was believ'd. 
This young prince ftrengthen’d himfelf in 
thefe generous fentiments, in the hopes of 
returning fooner or later to Memphis in a 
more favourable and glorious manner ; by a 
reflection on the dangers which the ill-will 
of the queen, whereof he had juft had fo 
terrible a proof, would expofe him to every 
day, if he return’d to his own country ; and, 
perhaps, yet more, by a private fatisfaction 
arifing from an idea of a long voyage he was 
going to: undertake with thefe navigators, 
who were generally good friends to the 
Egyptians, from whom they took their rife, 
and who fhew’d a particular regard for him, 
To fay yet more, he .depended upon: his 
initiation for a fupply.of all the virtues of 
which he might have qccafion under a dif- 
guife, and an exile perillous, tho’ prudent. 
To prevent therefore any importunate en- 
quiries, he prefs’d his aew matters to convey: 
him immediately: to the haven where they 

were to imbark.” ‘Thzy did it the very fame 
_ day, by means of a litter, carry'd by men, 
to prevent the motion he muft have fuffer’d 
in any other carriage. | 
. Tuus 
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T uus the king of Thebes wrote to the king 
of Memphis, that all his enquiries, of which | 
he gave him the particulars, were in vain. 
That he accepted of the Nome of Coptos, 
the only caufe of the war, as having of old 
belong’d to the kings his predeceffors: But- 
that if even he had been fo happy to find 
his fon again, whom the governor of Coptos 
believ'd he had bury’d, he fhould not have 
rated the ranfom of a prince, whofe me- 
mory he himfelf honour’d, at a higher price 
than that of a reafonable peace. 
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BOOK VI. 


==} THOS, whom we fhall call 
=~ | Cheres throughout the whole 
— of his voyage, in confor- 
to the name he had given 
himfelf found at his arrival at 
the white Port a fleet of fifteen veffels, mann'd 
with ten thoufand Pheenicians. The kings 
of Egypt, according to fundry teftimonies of 
antiquity, made ufe of this people to carry on 
a trade with foreign nations, and to navigate 
their 
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their own fhips in diftant feas. After having 
in vain attempted to cut the ifthmus, which 
feparates the Mediterranean from the Red- 
{ea *, they had confin’d themfelves to fome 
canals, capable only of receiving veffels of a 
middling burden. Sq they were oblig’d ta 
let the Phoenicians have fome ports of thie 
Red-fea, from whence they had a commu- 
nication with the Indies. They had even 
about fix years before made a very confider- 
able fettlement in the famous ifland of Ta- 
probane, (now Ceylon) fituate at the end of 
that great peninfula which feparates the 
Indus from the Ganges. Befides the affairs 
of commerce, which carry'd them thither 
every year, they were going this time to carry 
fuccour to their colony, whom the kings of 
the ifland chreatned with an approaching 
expulfion. So this fleet, tho’ confifting of 
merchant-men, was equipp’d for war. Cheres 
as yet ftretch’d out on his litter, was carry’ 
by them who bought him on board, of their 
general ; to whom they prefented him as 
an Egyptian taken prifoner at the bartle of 
a be by certain Ethiopian foldiers, who 
had fold him to them for a fum of money. 
He call’d himfelf a common foldier, who had 
indeed been reclaim’d by nobody : But, added 


* Sefoftris defifted from this undertaking ; and 
Nechus, who afterwards attempted ir, loft one hundred 
and twenty-thoufand men about it. Vid. Marsh. pag. . 
376, & 531. nn 
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they, for the underftanding and parts, which 
were vifible in him, they hop’d, after his 
recovery, which advanc'd apace, their gene- 
ral would be glad to have him in his fervice. 
He receiv'd this prifoner very favourably, 
and told him, that the Egyptians, tho’ of 
the meaneft rank, were always treated hand- 
fomely by them. That he might recover at 
his eafe ; and that he fhould have no other 
employment impos’d: on him than what he 
fhould choofe himfelf. ‘They fet fail the 
very next day. The wind, which was, during 
the whole voyage, equally favourable, was no 
impediment to the patient’s recovery. After 
two days he began to get up for fome hours, 
to acquire a knowledge in navigation, by ap- 
plying what he faw put in practice, without 
faying any thing, to the principles which he — 
knew better than thofe who made ufe of 
them. He heard, with pleafure, the failors, 
_who, as they coafted Egypt, and the moft 
northern part of Ethiopia, nam'd fucceffively 
thofe nations, a knowledge of whom he had 
attain'd to by geography. Sueh were the 
Troglodytes, fo call'd from the caverns in 
which they dwelt, to fcreen themfelves from 
the exceffive heat of their climate: The 
Adulites, flaves who had efcap’d out of 
Egypt, and built a fort there, call’d, Adu- 
. liton. The fouthern Blemyes, men whofe 
heads were fo low and fquat, that the firft 
who difcovei’ them faid, they had none at 
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all; and that their eyes, nofe, and mouth 
were on the upper part of their breafts. 
They fhew’d the dwellings of other people, 
who were no otherwife diftinguifh’d one 
from the other, than by their different forts of 
diet: As the Rifophagi, who fubfifted wholly 
on roots: The Icthyophagi, who being 
border’d on the fea-fide, ‘by an inacceffible 
fhore, and towards the land by frightful pre- 
cipices, have no manner of communication 
with other men, and live only on fifhing * : 
The Struthiophagi, a little farther within 
land; who pafs their lives in hunting the 
Struthio-camelus, a great bird, with the feet 
of a camel, with which they throw ftones 
behind them at thofe who purfue them, and 
that make no other ufe of Ape wings, which 
are very fhort, but to run the lighter. 


BeFrore they arriv'd at the Streights, 
they. came near to the Sabean Arabia, other- 
wife call’d, Arabia Felix, by reafon of the. 
beauty of its meadows, but above all, for 
the abundance and variety of its aroma- 
tick plants. ‘The approach to this excellent 
country is known long before you difcover 
land. Diodorus exprefles himfelf very eloquent- 
ly on this fnbject: ‘“ Nothing, fays he, can 
‘ equal the pleafure which this compound 


_# Diodorus mentions thefe Ithyophagi ; but he 
feems to place them in Arabia. | 
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‘© fragrancy gives even tothofe who but coaft 
“ this fhore, and partake of it at a diftance. 
«© The land-breezes bring thefe precious ex- 
# halations from the midft of the country 
** even to the fea: they fteal, as it were, 
‘ into the very innermoft of the foul, and 
“ proceeding actually from the very bofom 
# of nature, they give travellers an idea of 
** the ambrofia, which poets fejgn to be the 
“ delight of the gods.” 


Tey at laft arriv'd at the Streights, of 
which Cheres heard fome of the fhip’s crew 
faying, that it was not long fince they were 
believ'd to be clos’d up. Indeed, a certain 
Damaftes, mention’d by Strabo, had been of 
that opinion, They gave to this paflage, at 
its difcovery, a name of evil omen, by cal- 
ling it, Sthene Deira, the fatal Streights, 
or the rolling Promontory of Ethiopia, or 
the ifles which meet there : Some authors 
even call it, Ofium Luétus *, the Haven of 
Mourning. Not that it is fo very difficult 
er dangerous to pafs; but in thefe firft times, 
when long navigations were very hazardous, 
they thereby fignify’d, that thofe who had 
the prefumption to pafs thefe Streights, in 
order to go farther, run the rifk of never 
returning. | 


* This is the fignincation of its Arabian name, 
Babel-mendeb. 
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Trey enter’d, however, into this fea, 
which wafhes the fouthern coafts of Arabia 
to the Perfian gulph, and to which the anti- 
ents gave the name of Red-fea, rather than to 
that which is inclos’d between Egypt and 
Arabia, feldom calling the latter otherwife 
than the Arabian Gulph. Continuing their 
coaft toward the eaft, they row’d within 
fight of the coafts of Carmania and Gedro- 
fia, maritime provinces of Perfia; and they 
difcover’d to the fouth of them that number 
of little iflands [the Maldives] which the fea 
does but juft feparate one from the other, 
and fome of which are not a furlong in cir- 
cumference: Ptolemy accounts three hundred 
feventy-eight; but fome travellers affirm there 
are twelve thoufand, which they fay are all 
fubjeét to one king. 


As they had been above a month on their 
pañlage, Cheres was perfectly recover’d. The 
general, call’d Aftartus, a man of knowledge 
and experience, and even known to Cheres 
by his fame, obferv’d more and more fome- 
thing noble in his phyfiognomy, and a cer- 
tain air of diftinétion in his whole perfon. 
He gave great attention to his anfwers, which, 
without departing from that modefty, which 
his prefent condition feem’d to require, fhew’d 
him poñlefsd of a great elevation of mind 
and thought; but he was truly furpriz'd Fe 
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. the extent of his knowledge, which had al= 
ready ferv’d to redrefs fome obfervations of 
the pilots by rulés or methods furer and more 
agreeable than theirs; and which feem'd 
equal in all the natural fciences, as.well as in 
_ the hiftory, laws and manners as wéll of 
Egypt, as of all other. nations whom they 
undertook to queftion him about. Cheres 
manag’d this advantage with art, and only 
faying upon every occafion what was necef- 
fary, he made his knowledge appear inex- 
hauftible : For, in fhort, tho’ he would not 
‘be known for the perfon he was, he did not 
refufe the efteem and confideration he could: 
attain to naturally, and without feeming to 
feek it. All the reputation he had gain’d as 
Sethos, was of no fervice to him, and he was 
oblig’d to faife a new fame as Cheres. How- 
ever, tho’ alone, depriv’d of every thing, and 
having loft to the very leaft tokens of his 
birth, he did not defpair, in the great views 
he had for the benefit of mankind, to fee 


… himfelf foon chief of that fleet, into which 


he came as a flave. The general, being at 
an uncertainty with regard to him, without 
changing, in outward appearance, the con- 
dition of a foldier and prifoner, which Cheres 
had himfelf taken, acted in other refpetts 
with him, as with a perfon from whom he 
ought to bring no reproaches upon himéelf’ 
for the future ; -and he put in practice, on his 
account, the very wife maxim of refpecting 
the 


The Life of SETHOS. 389 
the unknown. To fay true; the name of an 
Egyptian, kept. up in this ftranger by a per- 
fonal: merit, was fufficient for Aftartus to 
make the chief: officers of his fleet approve — 
his conduct. Even thefe began to regard 
Cheres as a young man of noble birth, whofe 
too diftinguifh’d education had made the — 
queen of Memphis jealous of him ; fo they 
made no difficulty of conferring with him, 
and they were even follicitous to engage him | 
in the intereft of the Phcenicians. LL 


_ Tue time foon came which made them © 
more fenfible of the purchafe they had made in 
him. They already coafted the weftern fhore of 
the Dit on this fide of the Ganges, at the 
point of which is the promontory, call d, 
Cory. Oppofite to this promontory, at the 
diftance .of fixty miles towards the eaft is 
the northern port of .Taprobane We ae 
This ifland, which was formerly call'd Pale- 
fimundus, is now call’d Salica. If I would 
give an example of the variations which have 
Canned in the names of moft places in the 
world, and of the difficulty there is in know- . 
ing the préfent world in the antient geogra- 
" phers, Ffhould add, that the firft name of 
this ifland was Lamcab, * or Lamca; the . 
fecond, Ilanarps; and the third, Tratane ; of 

which, it is faid, the Greeks have made 


* See the notes‘on the leffer geogr. of the Oxford 
edition, cap. 1. pag.76. : ee 
| Taprobane. 
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Taprobane. I purpofely omit the hiftory 
of Jarhbolus *, who having been put, with 
his companions only, into a batk, by the 
Ethiopians, as expiatory vidims, pretend 
to have; landed fafe on this ifland; becaufe 
this hiftory appears in that author, with 
all the abfurdity of a fable. Taprobane 
was accounted, a long while, the biggeft 
ifland in the Southern Ocean; whether it 
was that thofe which are larger were not 
then known, or whether it was fuppos’d to 
have been of a greater extent than it really 
is. And indeed, the charts, made accord- 
ing to the geographical graduations of Pto- 
lemy, extend it under the Equator, tho’ it 
be at about ten degrees northern diftance 
fram it. 


AFTER a Very fortunate voyage, more 
with the help of their fails than their oarss 
the Pheenicians were at the height of Cory, 
when the tifing fun difcover’d to their view, 
on the fide of the ifland, a fleet twice as 
large as theirs. ‘They eafily perceiv’d, by 
the difference of their flags, that the three 
kings of Taprobane had combin’d to op- 
pofe their pcq Aftartus, who began 
to be uneafy that no boat came off to him, 
to inform him in what condition the affairs 


__™ Diodorus, mentions this quthor, and His voyage, 
towards the end of his cond book.  . 
of 


The Life of SETHOS. 391 


of the colony were, did not doubt but 
they were entirely deftroy’d. Not daring 
to take upon himfelf alone to attack the 
enemy at fuch a difadvantage, and with- 
out having had an opportunity of fpeak- 
ing with any of the Pheenicians of the 
ifland, he affembled a council of war. He 
made Cheres ftay tn the cabbin, under 
pretence of doing fome fervice. The plu- 
rality of votes was for returning ; For, 
in fhort, faid they, if our country-men 
are exterminated, as their filence, with. re- 
gard to us, gives us reafon to helieve, we 
bave not brought along with us füufficient 
provifions, to make a new fettlement in 
Taprobane alone, and by force. If we are 
defeated, we fhall have no retreat, and 
viétory itfelf will be of no fervice to us. 
Aftartus, who had a private commiflion, 
but in good form, which confiituted him 
intendant of the eaftern commerce, annex’d 
to the employ of the chief of the colony, 
with whom they were not fatisfy’d, was un- 
eafy to find their opinions run this way. 
Before he gave his vote, he bethought him- 
felf to ask Cheres, as if by chance, whether 
the Egyptians, in fuch a cafe, would be of 
the fame mind ? Cheres coming nearer, and 
ftanding, thus addrefs’d himfelf to the 
officers ; My lords, tho’ I am but a ftranger 
im your company, I ‘have, methinks, a 
greater reluétancy to be fo near Taprobane, 
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and not to land there, than you have to re- 
turn into Phenicia, without being able to 
give the leaft account of your country-men. 
1f they are murder’d, don’t you owe to the 
intereft of your nation, which has fettle- 
ments in many other places, the example of 
chaftifing their murderers? And, if your 
brethren are in chains, don’t you owe to 
them your utmoft endeavours for their deli- 
verance ? Are not you better. combatants by 
land or fea than thefe Barbaridns‘whom you 
fear? Valour and experience in war are ve~ 
ry little worth, if they won’t be an equiva- 
lent for a number of fhips which does not 
exceed the double of yours. The general, 
to encourage Cheres‘ yet more, faid; Your 
arguments would be juft, if we had a prince 
Sethos with us, whofe genius and courage 
might ferve inftead of the foldiers we want. 
But the greater part of our company 18 com- 
pos’d of men fitter for trade than war, and 
who would be more affiduous in preferving 
their mérchandizes than in acquiring glory. 
My lord, reply’d Cheres, all Egyptians, at 
feaft thofe who have been bred in the fame 
{chool of virtue, and who have pafs’d the 
fame trials, are equal. Attempt the combat 
only, I will endeavour to keep up among 
you the honour of my country, and perhaps 
fhall encourage your foldiers to revenge 
theirs. Thefe words, fpoken ina tone which 
Cheres had not before aflym’d, made the 

| whole 
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whole council come to a refolution of at 
tacking the enemy’s fleet. All the officers 
returning to their veflels, carry’d the fame 
refolution thither, with which Cheres had 
infpir’d them. They told their people, that 
the gods had fent a man amongft them, in 
the perfon of an Egyptian, who had inhe- 
rited the wifdom and valour of prince Se- - 
thos, whofe fame they had heard fo much 
of at the White Port; and that with 
fuch an afliftance victory could never fail 
them. 


CHERES had already put on armour, the 
lighteft he could find in the veffel, and had 
even cover’d himfelf with it but in part, 
that he might be more active: but he had 
provided himfelf with a large fabre. He 
had defir’d the general to let him have the 
office of carrying his orders throughout the 
whole fleet, to have, by that means, a con- 
tinual communication with him, upon all 
that might offer to be done in the heat of 
the battle. To begin the exercife of his 
funtion, Cheres went, within the fpace of 
an hour, to every veffel in the Phenician 
fleet. He did not always make ufe of a 
boat to pafs from one fhip to the other, but, 
putting in practice the agility he had ac- 
quir’d, he jump’d from one to the other of 
thofe which were neareft together. He ge- 
nerally defcended from the higheft decks by 
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the planks on the outfide, with fuch dexte- 
rity as aftonifh’d the mofthardy failors. The 
furprize which he thereby caus’d to men, 
who were very little accuftom’d to the moft 
_ common exercifes of the Egyptians, contri- 
buted as much as his difcourfes to heighten 
their hopes. In moft armies, faid he, fol- 
diers look upon their adverfaries as enemies 
to their prince or general, and not as their 
own. ‘Thence it is that they fight only to 
avoid reproach or punifhment, to deferve 
their pay, or, at moft, ftridly to accom- 
plifh their duty, and to withdraw from pe- 
ril as foon as is poffible. You, onthe con- ~ 
trary, as traders, at two thoufand leagues 
diftance from your country, ought to regard 
thefe iflanders as your perfonal enemies, 
whofe victory, if you fuffer it to be on 
their fide, would be much more fatal to 
every one of you than to your king or your 
commander. Defend yourfelves in this con- 
fideration: you won’t give a ftroke in vain; 
each of you will, in fome meafure, clear 
himfelf, danger will difappear in your own 
eyes, and you will find yourfelves conque- 
rors, perhaps, without the lofs of one of 
your lives. The combit began about three 
or four in the afternoon; the iflanders be- 
gan by fhooting a vaft number ofarrows, wea- 
pons which are often loft by land, and almoft 
always by fea. ‘The Pheenicians withftood this 
not very perilous ftorm, without doing any 

thing, 
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thing, but warding it off as much as they 
could. When the fhips drew nearer, they 
began to make ufe of their long poles with 
iron {pikes at the end of them. This was 
the beginning of the combat, hand to hand ; 
and the Pheenicians, remembring the ex- 
hortation Cheres had given them, overthrew 
a good number of their enemy, without 
lofing a man themfelves. They at laft came 
to boarding. 


THe people of Taprobane had, in their 
naval combats, a cuftom, which gave their 
courage an appearance of ferocity and de- 
{pair, but which was fometimes fatal to 
themfelves, They never boarded an ene- 
my’s veffel but they endeavour’d to faften 
it to their own, by means of grappling-irons 
made for that purpofe; fo that if they 
would, afterwards, they could not, with- 
out a great deal of pains, difengage them- 
felves. ‘Thus the fhip that was defeated 
was of courfe a prize to the other. Cheres 
being inform’d of this cuftom was refolv’d 
to take the advantage of it. The general, 
after having regulgted in his prefence the 
general difpofitions for the battle, had de- 
clard to him, that he had his authority to 
go every where, as he thought fit, and to 
give orders as from him, for every thing he 
fhould judge neceflary, ’till he recall’d this 
general order. But if he had not given him 
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this authority, he would have taken it more 
than once in every fhip he was in. For, 
on fharp and perilous occafions, the man 
who is boldeft and moft active is always the 
moft follow’d. Cheres, neverthelefs, leay- 
ing the officers in all things the honour and 
extent of their functions, only told them 
what was neceflary to be done, to fecond 
him in what he might undertake alone, and 
_as a common foldier, 


Tue veflel he was then in was the firft 
that was faften’d. As foon as he faw the 
iflanders grappling-irons fix’d, and that the 
attack was begun on each fide, without en- 
trance, he leap’d over their heads into the 
middle of their veffel, and with his fabre, 
which he knew how to manage with a won- 
derful dexterity, he made himfelf an im- 
penetrable buckler, which dazled the eyes 
of every one, and made a terrible havock 
among all who were within his reach. This 
frightful maffacre drew the enemy from 
their fhip’s fide to defend themfelves in the 
middle; the Phenicians, rufhing in at the 
fame time, made a terrible flaughter, and 
foon became mafters of the veffel. In the 
fhort time they were employ’d in fecuring 
thofe who had deliver’d up their arms, they 
faw Cheres doing juft the fame thing in ano-~ 
ther veffel, tho’ they had not perceiv’d 
which way he went out of their op, or 
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how he got into the other. He purfu’d his 
victory in this manner in five or fix, which 
all became prey to the Phoenicians, while 
the other veflels, which he could not get 
at, defended and attack’d ina different man- 
ner, but every where with great-advantage. 
The iflanders were not, however, as yet, 
difcourag'd. In the mean time the day 
drew near its end, and the night, which in 
thefe climates fucceeds almoft without any 
twilight *, was going to put an undecided 
end to the combat. Cheres, who had fore- 
feen this inconvenience, had caus’d all forts 
of combuftible matters to be got together, 
and defign’d to put an end to a victory by 
fire, which thefword had not fufficientiy ad- 
vanc’d. He repair’d on board the general’s 
veffel, to inform him of his defign. He 
propos’d to him to facrifice three of the vef- 
fels they had taken, the prifoners of which 
might be put on board of another. Thefe 
three he propos’d to fill with combuftible 
matters, which fhould not take fire ‘till a 
certain fix’d time, and after the Phœni- 
cians, who at firft fhould appear on the 
deck, were got into the boats which muft 
be in readinefs to receive them. ‘The ob- 
{curity of the night would, faid he, favour 
this defign, and foon afterwards thefe burn- 


* For want of a greater denfity in the Atmofphere in hot 
Countries 
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ing veflels, if they fhould have no other 
fuccefs, would ferve at leaft to give light 
enough to continue the combat. The ge- 
neral having approv’d the plan, Cheres de- 
parted to put it in execution. He chofe for 
each of the three veflels forty of the braveft 
and moft active men of the fleet, and in- 
form’d them, that as foon as the fun was 
fet, their bufinefs was to advance near 
enough to the enemy’s fleet, to give the 
iflanders room to board them on both fides. 
He order’d them to make an appearance of 
refiftance, while they were faftning their 
grappling trons, according to cuftom ; but 
that done, they fhould immediately run to 
the poops of their three veffels, and let 
themfelves down by ropes, which he had 
caus’d to be plac’d there for that purpofe, 
into the boats which fhould be ready to re- 
ceive them, and which he would command 
himfelf. All this was executed at the time 
and in the manner propos’d. ‘The three 
veffels having taken fire, foon communicated 
it to thofe which were grappled to them on 
the right and on the left, and had the ap- 
pearance of three floating Ætna’s. ‘The 
iflanders held it no longer at this fight; but 
fearing that feveral other fhips of the Phe- 
nician fleet might conceal the fame fnares, 
they difpers’d, by force of fails and oars, 
fome one way, fome the other, as they faw 

themfelves 
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themfelves purfu’d by the Pheenician vef- 
fels. 


Tue general feeing night come, and 
perceiving the flames of the burning veffels 
infenfibly decreafe, would not venture fur- 
ther in the dark, and without knowing what 
fortifications the enemy might have on the 
fhore. He order’d the fignal to be given 
for his veffels to retire, and place themfelves 
in a line ’till morning. Cheres was the firft 
to obey this order, and foon appear’d be- 
fore Aftartus. As they were beholding to- 
gether a remainder of the iflanders, who 
“with lamentable cries were jumping into the 
fea from the tops of their burning veffels, 
others who were yet {wimming, and again 
others who were drowning ; Cheres, tho’ 
the author of their misfortune by his in- 
vention, told Aftartus, that he could not 
reflet upon the ocruelties of war without 
fome grief. That it was not to be excus’d 
in a king or the head of a republick, but 
by the extreme juftice of his caufe; and 
that it ought not to be refolv’d upon, but 
with a view to facrifice fome private perfons 
to the general good of fociety. But foon 
retaking a more gay afpect, he added, That 
his grief for the fate of thefe wretches, 
whom he did not know, was eafily remov’d 
by the fhouts of joy with which his vidto- 
rious fleet eccho’d on every fide. That he 
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very much approv’d the orders he had given 
for wine and other refrefhments to be diftri~ 
buted to his foldiers. ‘That fuch indulgen- 
ces properly plac’d made them forget a long 
fequel of toils, and encourag’d them to ex- 
pofe themfelves the next moment to new 
dangers. Aftartus took all thefe maxims in 
good part, and was even charm’d to know 
the charaéter of his Egyptian to the bot- 
tom, that he might employ him more to the 
purpofe. He invited the chief officers of 
his fleet to a fumptuous repaft on board his 
fhip. Cheres was plac’d in an honourable 
manner at the table, where, as well by his 
difcourfe as his noble, difcreet, and winning 
behaviour, he, without exciting any uneafi- 
nefs or jealoufy, confirm’d them in an opi- 
nion of” his being every way fuperior to 
them. . 


THE general, whofe mind was juftly 
taken up with reflecting on the continuance 
of his enterprize, fent them all away at mid- 
night, with orders to let their fhips com- 
panies immediately betake themfel ves to ref, 
that they might be fit to enter into action 
again in fix hours, and at day-break. Che- 
res obey’d like the reft, and was foon 
plung’d into a profound fleep, after the fa- 
tigues of the foregoing day. ‘The defign of 
Aftartus was to employ the night in examin- 
ing the prifoners about the ftate of the co. 
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lony, of which he had, ’till then, no news. 
He was juft upon his departure to the vef- 
fels where they were confin’d, when his 
outermoft centry let him know, that two 
men in a {mall boat had. made the ufual fig- 
nal, to acquaint him, they defir’d to fpeak 
with the general He order’d them to be 
brought to him, and knowing them, not- 
withftanding their wither’d and pale coun- 
tenances, to be two officers, who had for- 
merly fery’d under him, he fhut himfelf up 
with them alone in his council-chamber. 
The eldeft of them faid to him, My lord, 
we come here as deputies from Pheletes, the 
chief of our colony, who fix months ago 
engag’d in an enterprize which appear’d of 
advantage to our nation. It has fince been 
attended with fatal confequences. But if 
you purfue the victory you have juft ob- 
tain’d yet a little farther; this undertaking, 
which has hitherto fucceeded but badly, 
may have, from this night, an happy ac- 
complifhment. You know, my lord, with 
what readinefs the iflanders of Taprobane 
fuffer’d us to fettle at Galiba, the faireft, 
and moft convenient for us, of all their ma- 
ritime cities. From thence we have, in the 
courfe of the five firft years of our fettle- 
ment, carry’d on a profitable trade to the 
Cherfonefus Aurea {Siam | to the three Sa- 
badibæ [ Sumatra, java, and Borneo | and 
even to the kingdom of Serica [ Northern 

\ China. | 
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China]. Our chief obferving, that befides 
the great number of Pheenicians which were 
in Galiba, our trade had drawn thither a 
great many of the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring iflands, all at our command, he 
projected the defign of making himfelf 
mafter of the city. Thinking every thing 
was lawful againft Barbarians, he took the 
opportunity of a dark night to furprize the 
governor and garifon of Galiba. The firft 
was kill’d in his bed, and the latter put to 
the fword ; and having poffefs’d ourfelves 
of the citadel, the reft of the city imme- 
diately fubmitted to us. All went well fo 
far; and our chief had even taken the time 
when the king of the Galibians, (whofe ca- 
pital is, however, in the country, and is 
call’d Anurogrammum) was at war with the. 
two other kings of the ifland, and when it 
was thought it would be acceptable to them. 
But, on the contrary, as foon as they knew 
it, they at once concluded a peace with him, 
and promis’d him their affiftance to drive us 
out of the city, of which we had taken pof- 
feflion. Pheletes’s defign was not to dea 
the court of Pheenicia of his project ‘till it 
was accomplifh’d, to pleafe the king the 
more with the relation of a conqueft already 
made. But being inform’d that the three 
kings had immediately begun their march to 
retake Galiba, he did not prefume to let 
them know at Tyre the true caufe of the 
| rupture 
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rupture between the iflanders and us, for 
fear of being reproach’d with having under- 
taken an ill-concerted projet. He only 
entreated the king to fend him a ready and 
powerful fuccour againft the kings of the 
ifland, who threaten’d our colony with a 
{peedy expulfion. 'Thefe letters were fent 
away a little before the fiege was form’d: 
and he took care that there were no other 
letters but his in the packet, which he fent 
by a trufty meffenger. But fince that time 
it has been impoffible either for him or us. 
to have any communication from without. 
The kings caus’d a triple chain to be ex- 
tended, from one point to the other, of the 
two moles which form the entrance into the 
port, fupported from {pace to fpace by flat 
boats. ‘Their fhips cruize continually be- 
fore this chain, to fhut out all fuccours that 
might be fent us from Pheenicia, and my 
boat had not efcap’d, but under favour of 
the diforder which your victory has caus’d 
in their fleet. I muft now inform you, my 
lord, that the enemy has juft beyond, and 
to the fouth of Galiba, a convenient bafon, 
fenc’d on the fea-fide by a long chain of 
rocks, ‘Thither the fhatter’d remains of 
their fleet are already retir’d. On the other 
fide, towards the north, oppofite to which 
you now are, is a high plain, and at the end 
of it are downs, the foot of which is wafh’d 
bythefea. Fromthence it istheir land-forces 
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befiege the city. The height and thicknefs 
of the walls has defended it againft them for 
almoft frx months. But we muft confefs, 
that the famine to which they have reduc’d 
us, by invefting us fo clofely both by fea 
and land, had put us out of a condition to 
hoid out a week longer ; when from the 
tops of our towers we perceiv’d your fleet, 
as an aufpicious ftar, rifing to preferve our 
lives Now, my lord, what our chief pro- 
pofes to. you, and begs you would put in 
execution this very night, to compleat the 
work you have fo happily begun, 1s this. 
A little. more to the north you will be, at 
about twenty furlongs from the city, in an 
excellent road, and will have before you a 
low fhore of the breadth of a furlong. 
There, under favour of the darknefs, and 
with the help of your boats, we defire you 
would land all the armed men you have. I offer 
to be their guide, while my companion will 
return with your anfwer to the chief of the 
colony: you will run no hazard in the de- 
fcent, fince your victory has difpers’d the 
enemy’s veflels which defended that coaft. 
In the mean time, the foldiers of your fleet 
being landed, and getting, by an eafy afcent, 
up to the downs, will have the army of the 
befiegers between them and our garifon, which 
» will make a vigorous fally upon the enemy, 

at the fame time that you attack them be- 
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THE general, not a little fupriz’d at 
what he had heard, faid to the officer; I 
believe, dear comrade, you yourfelf are fen- 
fible of the rafhnefs of this undertaking of 
your chief. The king, our mafter, when 
he fent him into thefe feas, gave him a full 
power to do all that he fhould think expe- 
dient for the good of the colony ; and if he 
did not tie. him down to ask and wait for the 
orders of the court for too diftant expedi- 
tions; even this confidente’ renders him 
more blameable by the ill ufe he has made 
of it. Be it however as. it will, I confent 
to. purfue my viétory.- The animofity of 
the kings of the ifland ‘againit us muft now 
be fo great, that, without difpute, nothing 
but their entire: defeat can bring them: to à 
refolution of allowing us to refide in Tapro- 
bane, even upon the footing we were bee 
fore. The intent of the Pheenician court 
was not that you fhould make a conqueft of 
it, of. lefs adyantage to oùr trade than the 
favour and: amity of a people fo friendly 
as thefe iflanders were to us. But our fet- 
tlement being once made, to the fatisfaction 
of the ithabitants, the ‘king of Tyre will 
now maintain it, either by good-will or by 
force. I fhall therefore immediately under 
take the defcent you propofe. “I accept of 
you for my guide, and will inftantly fend 
your companion back to carry my anfwer 
| to 
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to Pheletes. I only defire your chief, faid 
Aftartus, {peaking to the fecond deputy, to 
attempt nothing before day; and even not 
to attack the enemy “tll I fhall give him 
the fignal, by hotfting red colours, that I 
am ready to fall upon them on my fide. 
The general accordingly fent away the fe- 
cond deputy immediately, who got into the 
city as happily as he came out: but turn- 
ing to the firft, he faid ; For you who re- 
main with us, I can’t enough recommend to 
you an exact filence to our whole fleet, 
with regard to the conduét of your chief. 
We have an Egyptian here with us, a man 
of a diftinguifh’d. merit, who conceals him- 
felf under the form of a common foldier of 
Memphis, made prifoner in a battle which 
his king loft againft the king of Thebes, a 
little before our departure. It is to this 
Egyptian you owe your -deliverance : It 
was he who determin’d the officers of our 
fleet to hazard a comibat which appear’d fo 
unequal to them :-It was he, in fhort, who, 
by his skill and courage, bas made the 
victory turn to the leaft in number. But 
fince he has been in my veflel, I have ob- 
ferv’d fuch principles of virtue in him, as 
‘would not favour the proceedings of Pheletes, 
If he fhould have any knowledge of them, 
“it would extremely allay his fervency, and, 
‘of courfe, that of our foldiers, whom he 
encourages, by his example and acai : 

| n 
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In a word, it is for your intereft, that he 
be not made acquainted with the caufe of 
your misfortune, ‘till after your deliver- 
ance. 


AT the fametime, Aftartus, tho’ his fleet 
had enjoy’d but three hours reft, inftead of 
fix, which he had propos’d, gave orders for 
the defcent. How numerous foever the 
boats were which they had in their veffels, 
the troops they had landed could not be 
upon the downs ’till fun-rifing. The enemy, 
having feen them at a diftance marching in 
good order, fent immediately three heralds 
to them. ‘The chief of them, directing his 
difcourie to Aftartus, who was at the head 
of his army, with Cheres by his fide, faid ; 
My lord ! the three kings of Taprotane, 
who are.on the other fide of the intrench- 
ments which you fee before you, propofe 
to you, by me, before you engage, to ac- 
cept of a conference with them in the midft 
of this plain : They will come thither, at- 
tended only by a guard of fixty men, counting, . 
even the lords who will accompany them, 
and will think it very proper for you to 
take the fame number on your fide. They 
offer their word, and defire yours, That 
the conference be held quietly ; and that, 
_if the peace cann’t be concluded in it, that 
hoftilities may not begin again on either 
fide, “till two hours after it be broke up. 
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They earneftly intreat you will caufe Phe- 
letes, the chief of the Phœnician colony, 
who is fhut up in Galiba, which we befiege, 
to be prefent at this conference. They will 
allow him all the fafe-guard neceflary for 
him to pafs our camp, unlefs you chufe to 
{fend for him in one of your veffels. Our kings 
are, againft their Wills, greatly at variance 
with Pheenicia. The fa alone carries its 
deciffon with it, and we have no diftruft 
of the equity either of your king, or of you : 
but as either fide may be prejudic’d 1n their 
own caufe, our kings are willing to accept 
of a third as arbiter. The fame of the 
Egyptians in general is fpread throughout 
the whole world : but fome prifoners, which 
we yefterday tock from you, have given 
us fuch encomiums of the fingular virtues 
of an Egyptian who is in your company, 
and who contributed fo much to your vic- 
tory, that our kings are willing to refer 
every thing to his judgment. Aftartus im- 
mediately anfwer'd ; That he confented to 
all the kings defir’d : That he would fend 
one of Ins veffels to fetch Pheletes, with 
only ten of the chief officers he had with 
him in the city, and that he would Ieffen 
by fo many the number of thofe who fhould 
accompany him : That he would fuffer the 
Egyptian to give his opinion on the dif- 
pute in queftion ; and that he himfelf had 
a decifion to gtve, with which, he Hatter’d 
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himfelf, both parties would be fatisfy’d. He 
even added ; That being yet the only one 
in his army who knew the bottom of the 
cafe, he would not prepoffefs any one, but 
give their judgments a greatet liberty upon 
an affair which would not be brought to 
light ‘till the conference. 


Tue heralds being departed; extremely 
fatisfy’d with their anfwer from Aftartus, 
he inftantly difpatch’d one of his veffels to 
fetch Pheletes, with ten of the chief officers 
of his colony. He was inraged, to find that 
a quarrel, which, under the prefent circum« 
ftances of things, feem’d to him fo adyan- 
tageous to be determin’d by force of arms, 
fhould degenerate into a treaty, He plainly 
perceiv’d it would not turh to his advan- 
tage: but he had reduc’d himfelf to a ne- 
ceflity of obeying a man, who feem’d to 
be come only to his afliftance, above whom 
his employ would have plac’d him, in the 
natural courfe of things, and who, in the 
common fituation of affaits, ought to have 
seociv'd orders from him. 


In the mean time both fides were pte 
paring the fpot of ground neceflary for the 
conference : They pitch’d upon it at an 
equal diftance between the intrenchments of 
_ the Taprobane atmy, and the firft line of 
the Phenician army. The iflanders furnifh’d 
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a large tent, under which they might be 
fhelter’d from the rays of the fun. Aftartus, 
who perfectly knew how to treat with an 
enemy, was prefent himfelf at the regula- 
tion of every thing, and caus’d all the pre- 
rogatives of honour to be plac’d on that 
fide deftin’d for the three kings. He order’d 
their three feats to be plac’d upon an eleva- 
tion, while there were on his fide only 
benches fet in a femicircle over-againft other 
benches rang’d in the fame manner for the 
lords of Taprobane, at the feet of their 
kings. Pheletes being come, both parties 
enter’d into the tent, Aftartus took advan- 
tage, in a very graceful manner, of the 
right, which his viétory had given him, to 
regulate in fome meafure the ceremonials 
of the affembly ; and, by his condué, he 
prevented all thofe cavils which generally 
delay, and fometimes even break off, the 
moft important treaties. On his fide he 
plac’d Pheletes on his right-hand ; and next 
to him, on the fame fide, the ten officers of 
the colony. He himfelf fate next to Phe- 
letes on the left-hand ; and in the fame 
manner plac'd the ten chief officers of his 
fleet on his left-hand. (Cheres, who was 
the laft in their row at the bottom, was 
almoft between the two nations, by the cir- 
cular. form of the benches. 
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Every thing being thus difpos’d, the 
king of the Galibians, being feated in the 
middle of the two other, open’ the con- 
ference : He faid, That tho’ the two kings 
his allies, himfelf, and all the officers of 
the ifland who were in the tent, underftood 
the Pheenician tongue, fince the Phosnicians 
had fettled in their ifland, yet it was fome 
trouble to them to fpeak it : That therefore 
he hop’d Aftartus and his officers would 
confent, that the herald, whom he had 
already fent as deputy to him, and who had 
dwelt a long time in Phenicia, might {peak 
in his place. This propofal having been 
accepted of, by a fign of general confent, 
the herald arofe, and began firft, by giving 
a lively image of the hofpitality which the 
king of the Galibians had afforded the 
Pheenicians the firft day, when their fleet, 
fhatter’d with the tempeft, appear’d before 
his port. He next fhew’d the zeal with 
which he foon after had procur’d them the 
friendfhip of the two other kings of the 1fland: 
But he expatiated far more upon the ad- 
vantage the Phcenicians had drawn from their 
factory at Graliba, to carry on their trade to 
the moft eaftern fhores of the Indian fea. 
He reprefented, that it was by the conve- 
niency of this factory the Phoenicians had 
enrich’d the prefent world with the difco- 
very of Serica, farther from Taprobane eait- 
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ward than Pheenicia is towards the weft ; 
and that this new world had prodigioufly 
increas’'d their own riches, by that fine and 
fhining wooll which certain precious infects 
roduc’d on the leaves of trees, He did not 
forget the circumftance of fo many ftrangers 
which the kings of Taprohane had receiv’d 
in all the ports of their ifland, upon the 
credit of the Phœnicians ; That (faid he) 
was the firft caufe of our misfortune and 
theirs, Without this perfidious afhftance 
their chief would never have attempted 
an undertaking, which we very well 
know was difapprov’d of by his principal 
officers here prefent. He maffacred in one 
night the governor and the whole garifon 
of Galiba. He made himfelf mafter of the 
city;-an abode quieter and more delictous, 
before this attempt, for him and the Phe- 
nicigns, than for our inhabitants themfelves. 

= He has made of this general rendezvous of 
all the Indies, a place of famine and horror, 
Our kings having been oblig'd to mveft this 
city on all fides, in order to retake it, have, 
with regret, reduc’d their own fubjeëts ta 
the greateft extremities ; becaufe a fingle 
man, a traitor with refpect ta our citizens, 
and a tyrant with regard to his own coun- 
trymen, has perfifted for fix months, not- 
withftanding both, in an unwarrantable pre- 
tenfion. ‘This is the only caufe of the war 
we have made againft the Pheenicians, and 
on 
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on which, Aftartus, our kings accept of 
the virtuous Egyptian, whom you yourfelf 
have brought with you, as arbiter; they 
are willing to accept of him for their judge, 
tho’ he be of a nation which has always de- 
clar’d itfelf a friend of your’s, and which 
is even concern’d for its commerce and in- 
creafe. 


ASTARTUS anfwer'd ; That, previous to 
every thing elfe, he thought it would be 
juft, to hear the reafons and defence of Phe- _ 
letes, if he thought fit to alledge any. Upon 
which, he arifing with an appearance of 
anger, with which he endeavour’d to hide 
his confufion, fpoke thus; I dont know | 
whether it be with the confent of the king 
our mafter, that Aftartus has accepted of a 
conference with the kings of Taprobane ; at 
leaft, I think that the victory he obtatn’d 
yefterday, and which might this day be fol- 
low’d by another, difpens’d him from taking fo 
foon the ways of accommodation. He leaves 
me here no excufe for an attempt, which had 
been in his power to have render’d reafon- 
able and glorious. ‘The fame decorum is 
not requir’d in war, as at a conference. It 
has never been a cuftom to ask the confent 
of a nation to take its cities or provinces ; 
and it is generally the gods, and fortune, 
and not their conquerors, that vanquifh’d 
people reproach for their fate. A military 
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undertaking needs no other juftification but 
its fuccefs. If the general himfelf, who is 
fent to my affiftance, makes me fail in this, 
at a time when his own victory has ren- 
der’d it fecure, it is the king of Tyre, and 
not the kings of Taprobane, I fhall trouble 
with my complaint. Pheletes having fate 
himfelf down again after thefe few words, 
Cheres rofe up, and faid ; ‘lhe fortune of 
war, made me fall into the hands of the 
Pheenictans, and, which they, however, don't 
know, tho’ fince my captivity I have never 
been out of their fight, my choice alone 
has plac’d me in their company. I have 
reafon to be fatisfy’d with the regard they 
have been pleas’d to have for me, and which 
is far beyond the condition under which I 
myfelf have prefented myfelf tothem. I 
fhan’t boaft that I have recompens’d their 
goodnefs by the fervices I render’d them 
yefterday, in the naval combat they gain’d 
over the kings of Taprobane. ‘Thefe fer- 
vices, from that moment, would become 
involuntary. ‘The efteem I have for the 
Phoenician general, and for the officers who 
are under him, makes me believe they them- 
{elves difclaim their victory. ‘Their attack 
at leaft, to which I confefs I greatly con- 
tributed, was only grounded, as well on 
their part as mine, on the ignorance we 
were in of the real ftate of the difpute : 
But before Aftartus difcovers his refolution 
on 
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on this affair, which is now known, I fhan’t 
let the opportunity efcape, of difcovering 
myfelf, what every one may expect from me, 
during the whole courfe of my fife. The | 
gods, by making me captive, have increas’d 
the liberty of my foul ; and being depriv’d 
of all fortune’s favours, I am more ftridtly 
devoted to the love of virtue and juftice. I 
acted againft you, O ye kings of Taprobane, 
while I thought you had exterminated from 
your ifland the Phoenicians, of whom we 
faw none appear before the battle. I decide 
againft you, O ye Phoenicians, ’till you have 
punifh’d the traitor, who has actually com- 
mitted the fame crime againft the ifland- 
ers, which I fufpected them to be guilty of 
againft you. At thefe words, Pheletes rofe 
up in a fury, and faid; Aftartus, when will 
you ftop the mouth of this unknown per- 
fon, your prifoner and flave, who takes 
upon him, in your prefence, an authority 
which I fhould not fuffer from you yourfelf? 
Cheres then taking that air of authority, 
which a diftinguifh’d birth, and heroick 
courage, are, upon all occafions, capable 
of giving a man who is poffefs’d of them, 
faid ; I proclaim thy death, thou who 
{peakeft ; and my warrant is, the intereft 
of thy nation, which is under a neceffity 
thereby to eftablifh its blemifh’d honour, and 
to open again to its fleets the ports of every 
{ea, which the example of thy treachery 
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unpur'fh’d, would keep for ever fhut againft 
them. 


AT this inftant Aftartus arofe, and ftretch- 
ing out his hand between the two difpu- 
tants, faid; ’Tis neither the one or the 
other of you two who will decide the mat- 
ter ; but the king of Tyre, who is going 
to fpeak, by his orders, which I have about 
me. Ye kings of Taprobane, you will now 
fee, that Egypt is not the only nation that 
knows what equity and juftice is, As a 
faithful fubje@ to my mafter, I fhould not 
fear either the wicked or the good, in the 
execution of his will ; but his wifdom is 
going to give peace to the Pheenicians, and 
to the Iflanders You would have fav’d 
yourfelves the lofs you fuffer’d yefterday, if 
the confidence you put in the number of 
your veffels, had not hinder’d you from 
having recourfe to a conference which you 
did not propofe ’till this day. You gave us 
reafon, againft our will, to let you fee the 
Pheenictans know how to make themfelves 
fear’d by their enemies ; and they them- 
felves will now fhew you, that they know 
how to make themfelves efteem’d by their 
allies. Aftartus having fintth’d this difcourfe, 
fate down in his place again, and taking 
the letters patent from the king of Tyre 
from under his cuirafs, he gave them to his 
gentleman to read, who was plac’d ftanding 
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oppofite to the herald who had fpoken in the 
name of the kings of Taprobane. After 
the firft lines, which were only the title, 
they imported, that the king gave commif- 
fion to Aftartus to carry his fleet, compos’d 
of fifteen fhips, laden with merchandizes, 
and equipp’d for war, to Taprobane: That 
the forces of this fleet fhould be employ’d 
to fupport or re-eftablifh the colony of that 
ifland, which was threaten’d with an expul- 
fion, for reafons which they had but a con- 
fus’d notion of, and which feem’d to have 
been conceal’d by Pheletes the chief of the 
calony. The king faid further, That he 
had fhewn bis acknowledgments in due 
time to the king of the Galibians, and to 
the two other kings of Taprobane, for the 
favourable reception they had given the 
Phoenicians at their firft landing : but that 
this courtefy being at bottom no more than 
an obfervance of the laws of nature and na- 
tions, he infifted upon its being preferv'd, 
either by good-will, or force, upon the 
conditions formerly regulated, or that might 
for the future be regulated, as occafion re- 
quir’d : That the Phœnician nation made 
no difficulty of allowing that they obtain’d 
great advantages in trade, by their factory 
in Taprobane ; but that the iflanders had © 
likewife had a very great fhare in thefe ad- 
vantages, by the gold and filver which had 
on this occafion circulated in their . 
| an 
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and by the vend of their cinamon, which 
the Phoenicians difpers’d throughout the 
whole world: That, with refpe& even to 
the troubles, the true circumftances of which 
were unknown at Tyre, the king, being 
willing to give all manner of fatisfaétion to 
his dear and much-honoured allies the kings 
of Taprobane, appointed Aftartus chief of 
the Pheenician colony; grounding this choice 
on the great fervices this commander had 
done him by fea and land ; but particularly 
on the prudence with which he had always 
behav’d himfelf among foreign nations, 
having more than once fo gain’d the affe- 
étions even of thofe people whom he had 
conquer’d, that they were enter’d into bonds 
of friendfhip and alliance with Pheenicia : 
That, with refpeé to Pheletes, of whom he 
was already: inform’d that he was not be- 
lov’d by the iflanders, and had been cruel 
to the Pheenicians themfelves, he charged 
Aftartus to go back to the rife of thefe fuf- 
picions and complaints ; and if he fhould 
find that Pheletes had been guilty only of 
imprudence, or involuntary failings, that he 
fhould fend him back to Pheenicia, with 
the ufual honours, promifing him all man- 
ner of indulgence on the king’s part : but 
if it appear’d that he had been the aggreffor, 
and had offer'd the kings of ‘Taprobane any 
injury that was capital, or tending to-pro- 
mote difcord between the twa people; 
that, 
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that, in fuch cafe, Aftartus fhould form a 
council of war, compos’d of twenty of his 
principal officers, viz. ten of the colony, 
and ten of the fleet, in which he fhould 
prefide : That Pheletes fhould be arraign’d 
before this council ; and the fentence there 
pronounc’d againft him fhould be executed 
in the fight of the Phoenicians and the 
Iflanders. At thefe words, Pheletes faid ; 
I fhall fave you the trouble, and know 
how to punifh myfelf for having attempted 
to ferve my country. Immediately, pre- 
venting all difpofitions that might have been 
made to ftop him, he ran crofs a diftance of 
about forty paces between the tent and the 
brink of the downs, and threw himfelf into 
the fea. 


Tue end of this man, who was more 
blind than wicked, rais’d fome fenfe of com= 
paffion in the whole affembly, which was 
in fome confufion, waiting to fee what would 
be the end of his running with fo much 
precipitation out of the tent : However, the 
kings and Aftartus caus’d the whole affem- 
bly, each on their own fide, to take their 
places again, in order to come to a final re- 
folution on affairs which began to change 
their face. They foon came to an agree- 
ment, That all things fhould be reftor’d to 
the fame condition they were in before this 
undertaking of Pheletes, whofe condemna- 
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tion was to fecure more than ever a mutual 
confidence between the two nations. They 
were breaking-up, to go and publifh thefe 
tidings to the befieged, and to the befiegers, 
when Cheres ftepp’d forward, and intreated 
a moment’s autlience. Ye kings of ‘Tapro- 
bane, (faid he) and you my lords Phœni- 
cians! How urgent foever the publication 
of the peace, and the deliverance of 
the city, may be, allow me, now you 
are fo happily aflembled, to propofe an 
undertaking equally advantageous to both 
nations. The gods feem to me to have 
prepar'd every thing for the execution of 
this defign with which they have infpir’d 
me, to make the world acquainted with na- 
tions unknown, and to give you new allies. 
My views are towards Africa, in which my 
country is fituated ; but it is to difcover the 
fouthern part of ir, with which the Indian 
feas will give you an eafy communication 
from hence. ‘Tho’ I have not perform’d 
the voyage I propofe, I have a peculiar 
knowledge of it, the fource of which I am 
not allow’d to difcover : but this I can affure 
you in general, I fhall find nothing on all 
the coafts I propofe to furvey, but what f 
am already acquainted with. Give me a 
fleet of twelve veffels ; fix of the Phœni. 
cians, whom I name firft, becaufe I firft 
devoted myfelf to their fervice ; and fix of 


the Iflanders, becaufe their natural good. 
nefs, 
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nefs, and their friendfhip for the Pheenicians, 
make them worthy to be partakers with 
them of the profits of this new commerce, 
Thefe veflels muft be equipp’d for war ; be- 
caufe among the-people we fhall meet with, 
there are fome very untraétable and unfo- 
ciable, and fuch as are only fit to be your 
flaves. As for the ammunitions and proyi- 
fions which we fhall have occafion for, and 
advice-boats to bring you tidings of us, while 
we are compaffling the coafts of Africa, thefe 
are articles which cann’t be regulated here, 
and for which you have all the leifure ne- 
ceflary, while we wait for the moft proper 
feafon for our departure. The kings and 
Aftartus Mfwer’& almoft at the fame time, 
That they did not rejet this propofal, 
and that they would examine it with hi 
as well in their feparate as united councils ; 
but that, as he himfelf had infinuated, the 
moft urgent at prefent, was, to go and 
bring joy to both nations, and to carry the 
befieged all manner of refrefhments, which 
might make them forget the long continu- 
ance of the evils they had fuffer’d. 


_ À DESCRIPTION of the rejoicings which 
were made on both fides on this occafion is 
foreign from my main fubject. I {hall only 
fay, that while the king of the Galibians and 
Aftartus were entring the city m ceremony, 
Cheres rambled, out of curiofity, into feveral 
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ftreets and fquares. There were in Galiba 
feveral Egyptian priefts in the habits of mer 
chants, as it was ufual for them in foreign 
countries. They conform’d with fo much 
difcretion to the cuftoms of-every place, and 
behav’d themfelves with fo much prudence, 
that they were never obferv’d; or at leaft they 
were only diftinguifh'd by the good they 
found opportunities of doing. Among thefe 
were fourteen or fifteen priefts of Memphis, 
and fome officers of the fecond order. ‘Two 
of thefe priefts, who met Cheres, knew him 
immediately. He, at the fame time, gave 
them the fign of religious fecrecy, which 
was, by laying his hand on his heart. He 
related his whole hiftory to them ; and the 
immediately offer d him their treafure, which 
the length of the fiege had not yet exhaufted, 
and which was going to increafe greatly by 
the return of thofe fums they had lent to 
the citizens during the publick calamity. 
Gheres took advantage of an offer which was 
aright toall initiates : but he toldthem, that he 
had left his jewels in.the hands of the priefts 
of Memphis, and that his defign was, they 
fhould open the box, and take out as many 
as would pay all the fums he might borrow 
ofthem. To this end, he begg'd of them to 
conduét him to the houfe where they lodg’d, 
that he might write to the high-prieft of 
Memphis, and leave his letter in their hands, 
to be carry’d by one of them, or their ofh- 
| cers, 
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cers, who might firft return into Egypt. In 
this letter, after an ample relation of his adven- 
tures, he took notice of the debt he had juft 
contracted, and thofe he might yet contract; 
begging the high-prieft to reimburfe himfelf 
out of what hé had put into his hands, and 
which he defir’d him yet to keep for the fame 
ufe, and efpecially as it contain’d the late queen 
his mother’s ring, .the only exterior token 
of his birth which fortune had left him; He 
inform’d him of his refolution, and the hopes 
he was in of undertaking ,to coaft round 
Africa, without delay, in a fleet of which he 
was to have the command in chief; and 
fooner or later to return that way to the 

editerranéan-fea, and into Egypt. He pro- 
mis’d to write to him, during his voyage, by 
every fafe opportunity that might offer: But 
above all, he engag’d him; under the feal of 
* religious and facerdotal fecrecy, to leave the 
whole world, and efpecially the court of 
Memphis, in their perfuafion of his death ; 
being convinc’d that was the moft infallible 
means to overthrow, in time, all thofe mea- 
fures which had been taken upon this falfe 
fuppofition ; whereas, if his enemies knew 
he were living, they would, at their leifure, 
take fuch as might be effectual to exclude 
him from the fucceffion to the throne 
which was his right. But if the high-prieft 
fhould, before his return, receive the certain 
and unqueftionable news of his death, he re- 
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ferr'd himfelf entirely to him for the publi- 
cation he might make of the truth of things, 
if he thought it neceffary, for the fatisfac- 
tion of the good, and the confufion of the 
wicked. 


CHERESs return’d foon enr towards 
the palace, deftin'd for the chief of the co- 
lony, to enter into it with his retinue ; and 
in the evening, taking Aftartus afide, he of- 
fer’d him his ranfom, what he knew he had 
iven to the Pheenicians who brought him on 
d his veffel. He begg’d of him to re- 
ceive it, tho’ it were but out of a formality, 
to which he very well knew the idea of 
liberty was annex’d in publick opinion. My 
lord, faid he, don’t be furpriz’d at the fum 
I give you, I have found in Galiba fome 
Egyptians, unknown, in their habit, from 
the merchants of your nation. It is an efta- 
blifh’d rule, efpecially with thofe amongft 
us, who are ally’d by a religious affociation, 
that their goods are in common in foreign 
countries. This it is which places me above 
all neceflity for my perfon here. I prefume, 
however, to beg a lodging of you in your 
palace, becaufe I fhall be the more at hand 
to purfue, near your perfon, the preparations 
for the voyage I have propos’d. Aftartus 
anfwer’d him, That even before his ranfom, 
which he only accepted of to oblige him, he 
held him free ; and that the fervices he had 
7 3 render’d 
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tender’d the Phcenicians, would have can- 
cell’d all the engagements in the world. He 
added, that at the firft word he heard him 
fpeak, and by the bare tone of his voice, 
he had believ’d him to be of a quality far 
above what he affum’d, and even above the 
common race of men: But that, in fhort, 
he had regard for his fecret, and the reafons 
he had to conceal himfelf, promifing him, 
with an oath, not to communicate to any 
one the thoughts he had of him, and which 
he ftifled when he fpoke to him himfelf. He 
aflur'd him, that he would immediately ufe 
_all poffible diligence to put the fleet he had 
defir'd in a condition to depart as foon as he 
fhould think expedient ; and that he would 
reprefent this expedition to the king, his 
mafter, as the moft advantageous that could 
be propos'd for the world in general, and for 
Pheenicia in particular. Aftartus was as good 
as his word, and wrote to the king of Tyre not 
only what he had promis’d Cheres, but added, 
without his knowledge, that the unknown 
Egyptian had, by his merit and valour, ac- 
quir'd fo happy an afcendant over the minds 
of every one, as promis’d all fuccefs to his 
undertaking: But that he fhould likewife be 
accompany'd by fuch officers and pilots with 
whom the intereft of Phaenicia might be in- 
trufted. The new chief of the colony haften’d 
of himfelf the imbarkation ; becaufe at his 
_ arrival at Galiba he was inform’d, that three 
Ee 2 Pheenician 
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Pheenician veflels were departed from Tapro- 
bane two months before the fiege for the 
great i(land of Menuthias [Madagafcar]; and 
that they had been promis’d they fhould foon 
be follow’d by others. 


AsTARTUus being more and more con- 
firm’d in the opinion he had of the probity 
and knowledge of Cheres, causd fix large 
veflels to be fitted out, and provided with the 
moft excellent Phcenician officers, and the 
moft expert pilots of that nation. They did 
not forget the aftronomical tables, nor the 
inftruments for obfervation, which would be 
more neceffary for them in unknown feas than 
in others. The kings of the ifland, who had 
_been prepoñlefs d in favour of Cheres, even 
before they had feen him ; whofe part he had 
fo generoufly taken in the conference, and 
which he had fince improv'd with a great 
deal of care during their ftay at Galiba, fur- 
nifh’d the fame number. With the confent 
of Aftartus, the partition of fuch poffeffions 
and fettlements, as in their difcoveries might 
be to be made between the iflanders and the 
Pheenicians, was left to the fole difpofition 
of Cheres. Thefe firft veflels were follow'd 
by twelve others of leffer bulk, which were 
to carry, and bring back again fucceffively, 
provifions and merchandizes, as occafion 
might require. ‘They took care to furnifh 
themfelves in abundance with all the little 
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utenfils, which, being put to the moft com- 
mon ufes, are of {mall value among civiliz’d 
nations ; but which muft feem very curious 
to favages who have no idea of the con- 
veniences of life, Some of the priefts of 
Memphis, who knew Cheres perfonally ; 
and who, according to their general maxim, 
travell’d to the different parts of the world, 
as foon as they were difcover'd, defir’d to 
accompany him in his voyage. He would 
by no means refufe the pleafure and affift- 
ance he had ta hope from their converfa- 
tion, advice and ingenuity. The Pheni- 
cians and the iflanders of T'aprobane had al- 
ready their priefts, according to the religious 
cuftoms of the ancients, who never went to 
fea without them. For this reafon the poets 
have feign’d, that the Argonauts took Orpheus 
with them, and that the Greeks made Calchas 
accompany them to the fiege of Troy. Cheres 
was fo urgent and affiduous, that every thing 
was ready within a month; he then went on 
board of the moft gallant veffel, as comman- 
der; and this fleet, at its departure from Tapro- 
bane, was attended with the bleffings of the 
- two nations, who lin’d the fhore a long way 

off. | | 


AT their departure from the port of Ga- 
liba, the wind bore them away to the fouth- 
ward, which was their courfe to the ifland 
of Menuthias: but it was the cuftom of 
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thofe days to keep the coaft; a timorous way 
of failing, which continu’d among us till 
Hipalus *, a famous mariner under the em- 
peror Claudius, taught the Romans to traverfe 
the main fea in their voyages to the Indies. 
So this northerly wind was contrary to the 
courfe Cheres’s pilots propos’d to take ; 
which was, to return the fame way they 
came from the Arabian Gulph to Tapro- 
bane, and then to purfue the African coafts 
from the north to the fouth. Cheres was 
forely griev'd to go fo much about, becaufe 
he had very little curiofity to view thofe 
coafts which had already been feen by him- 
felf or others: therefore, taking advantage of 
this circumftance of a contrary wind that 
favour'd a defign, which without this pre- 
text he would hardly have ventur’d to have 
propos'd : he call’d the pilots together, and 
faid to them ; Comrades, dare you put truft 
in my prefage ? The heavens feem to point 
out to us the way which we ought to take. 
We are going in queft of new lands; but 
we fhant be the firft who have procur'd 
this advantage to mankind; and your nation . 
is already famous for thefe forts of difcove- 
ries. Let us teach future navigators fomething 
newer, and more confiderable, and which 
will render you famous among the Pheeni- 
cians themfelves. Let us make the world ac. 
* Dodwel, de sutore & ætate Peripli maris Erythrei, 
cap. 16. | 
quainted 
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quainted with the main fea; and let us open 
a paflage thro’ it by our example. Let us 
take this opportunity of a favourable wind 
to do defignedly, what tempefts and currents 
have oblig’d thofe veflels to do which have 
landed on iflands at a great diftance from the 
fhores of the continent. Experience has 
taught us, that in crofling the fea we are 
generally lefs fubject.to fands and rocks than 
in coafting voyages. Thofe among you who 
have been at Menuthias by other ways, have 
determin’d the fituation of this ifland; fo 
you know what courfe you have to take. The 
Certain advantage of a voyage, fhorten’d at 
leaft the half, by failing in a direc line, 
feems, in my opinion, to outweigh the hazard 
of it, tho’ not yet attempted. What would 
our navigation now have been if your fathers 
had not undertaken things which none before 
them had prefum’d to do? They faw the 
times, in which not only pañlengers landed 
every night, but the pilots drew their veffels 
on fhore, Yours are too great to follow 
them im this lamentable way of work- 
ing, which you leave to the Greeks; the 
greater part of whom don’t yet venture, I 
don’t fay out of the Mediterranean, but hardly 
out of the neighbourhood of the Archipelago. 
You allow, that you pafs your nights more 
fecurely in your veflels, either at anchor, or 
even continuing your courfe, than by ex- 
pofing yourfelf on defart coafts, or thofe 
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where you miftrüft the inhabitants. Naviga- 
tion of, itfelf is look’d upon as the boldeft 
attempt mankind has ever been capable of ; 
but we may fay, it is become the more fecure, 
in proportion ag it has been attempted with 
the greater boldnefs. I don’t defpair but this 
trial; which I propofe to you, will exempt 
you, in future times, from a thoufand fhip- 
wrecks and encounters’: Befides, the birds * 
which you carry along with you, according 
to cuftom, will, by their flight, direct you 
where thofe iflands of continents lie, which you 
are to avoid running upon. ‘As foon as we 
fuppofe ourfelves in the neighbqurhood of 
them, we will fend fome of our {mall véflels 
or boats to found the way before us. Thefe 
are only particular methods: but for the 
general ‘direction of our courfe, I build very 
much upon the knowledge you have of the 
ftars.’ Mariners of other nations have no 
other guide but the Great Bear; a conftella- 
tion, tho‘ ‘very vifible, which difcovers the 
northern region tous, but in an undetermin’d 
‘manner. You alone know how to guide your- 
felves by the Cynofura + or Leffler Bear ; the 
point of whofe tail direéts you exactly to 
the polar ftar. ’Tis true, as foon as we 
have pafs'd the line, the northern pole will 
difappear from our fight ; and I know, that 

* Pliny, lib. 6. cap.24. . | 

t Namque Helice Graios, Tyrios bias ale altum 
parva regit. Feftus Avienus io Arateis, & ali. La 
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the neareft ftar to the fouthern pole, which 
we muft then have in view, is diftant from 
it above fifteen degrees. ‘This inconveniency — 
might feem capable of reducing us to a pretty 
great uncertainty. But, not to mention the 
affiftance we fhall have by eafy reckonings, it 
is certain, that bearing from hence to the 
fouthweft, as you know we muft to fteer in 
a direct line for Menuthias, we fhall likewife 
then find ourfelves very near to Africa; which 
we fhall afterwards coaft, according to the 
manner of common failing, during the whole 
remainder of our courfe. 


THE pilots, being won by a difcourfe 
which Cheres had wifely turn’d in their fa- 
vour, and by which he feem’d to put eon- 
fidence in their knowledge, accepted of this 
propofal with joy. And moreover, this truft 
which he profefs’d to repofe in them, was, 
as it generally happens, the meafure of theirs 
in him. In the mean time they doubled 
their diligence, as well in taking every day 
the height of the fun, and every night that 
of. différent ftars, as to difcover at as great a 
diftance as poffible, the iflands they were to 
meet with in their paflage. The continual 
vigilance, which new dangers oblig’d them 
to, procur’d them the fatisfaction, not only 
of rendring themfelves more expert than they 
had been before, but of finding themfelves in 
reality more fo than they expected to be, 
ee ee ae Cheres, 
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Cheres, in order to exempt thofe who were 
to follow him from the painful uncertainty 
into which he ran himfelf for their fakes, 
caus'd a very exact journal to be kept of what. 
ever they obferv’d either in the firmament 
or the feas. As they were then in the middle 
of our winter, as foon as they had pafs'd 
the line, they made great advantage of the 
eaft wind, call’d, Apelotes or Subfolanus. This 
regular wind, which always follows the fun 
in thefe feas, from one tropick to the other, 
and which extremely qualifies the heat of its 
perpendicular rays, carry’d them in lefs than 
a month within fight of the moft fouthern 
coafts of the ifland of Menuthias. We find 
it call'd in fome of our authors, Cerna Ethi- 
opice, to diftinguifh it from Cerna Atlantica, 
[the ifland of Madera] fituate over-againft the 
weftern and northern point of Africa. My 
anecdote authors relate, that the firft, of which 
we are here treating, had been already dif- 
cover'd by the Pheenicians, in the following 
manner : | 


Du rine the firft years that Pheletes go- 
vern’d the Pheenician colony of Taprobane, 
one of his boldeft pilots À to him, to 
extend the knowledge they already had of 
the eaftern coafts of Africa yet farther. As 
Pheletes was puff’d up with the advantageous 
ideas which had been given him of the Cher- 
fonefus Aurea and Serica, he flatter d him- 
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felf with the hopes of greater profit for his 
colony and himfelf from thence, than what 
he could expect from Africa; of which he had 
heard no other mention made but as of a coun- 
try hideous not only for its inhabitants but for 
its defarts. Thus, whatever inftances they could 
make him, he would only grant one veflel to 
him who propos‘d this undertaking. This pilot, 
after having taken the common tour to come 
at the cape of Aromata [Gardafuy] which 
is the moft eaftern promontory of Ethiopia 
above Egypt, join’d with fome Ethiopian 
merchants, who accompany’d him to Rapta, 
over-againft the middle of the ifland of Me- 
nuthias. There they told him, they were never 
accuftom’d to go farther; tho’, according to 
an opinion fpread among them, by advancing 
a little farther, they would find the mines 
of Sophir or Ophir [now Sophala]. Not, 
added they, that any ftranger has ever feen 
them. If there be any, they are barr'd from 
us by Anthropophagian Ethiopians, who, 
without doubt, don’t know their own riches: 
but being animated by a more brutifh paf- 
fion, they affemble in numerous bodies, to 
lay hold of all travellers who have the mif- 
fortune to be caft on their coafts ; and they 
carry them away to eat them. Thus we have 
no other evidence of their poffeffing mines 
of gold, but fome duft of that metal which 
—— found mix’d with the fand on their 
coafts, 
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Upon this advice the Phcenician pilot, 
confidering that he was not of force enough, 
either for an affault, or to defend himfelf, 
was fatisfy’d, as he pafs’d the night on this 
coaft, with fending a boat to fill a barrel with 
this fand in hafte. He then ftood away for 
Menuthias, where he had been told the in- 
habitants had not much more underftanding, 
but were more humane than the favages of 
Sophir. He doubled the ifle towards the 
fouth, and landed there: he took a juft ac- 
count of the height of it, and brought away 
from thence feveral refrefhments, which he 
purchas’d for fome triflea of little value. Being 
return'd to Taprobane by the way he came, 
he prefented the chief of the colony his bar- 
rel of fand ; out of which they drew, by barely 
wafhing, a pretty large quantity of gold. At 
the fight of this, Pheletes confented to equip 
three veffels, which were to land on the 
fouthern coaft of Menuthias, a little beyond 
the tropic, at the port, which would be eafily 
found by the firft pilot he fent; and he made 
them hope, as we have obferv’d above, that 
they fhould foon be follow’d by a reinforce- 
ment. The reafon Pheletes alledg’d was, that 
the firft thing they had todo was to eftablifh 
themfelves at Menuthias, that they might there 
concert the moft expedient mealures to make 
war with the favages of Sophir, But tho’ it 
was near a year that thefe three veflels were 
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departed, they did not arrive at this ifland 
till eight days after Cheres, with his fleet, 
was got thither, which was a great honour 
to the undertaking he had juft perform’d of 
croffing the main fea. 


Assoon as this fleet, which confifted of 
twenty-four veflels, appear’d in the road, 
they obferv’d that the iflanders, men and 
women, terrify’d with a fight, the like of 
which, without doubt, they had never feen, 
fled to a great diftance, and driving before 
them all their cattle which they could get to- 
gether, left an open country. The Phœni- 
cians immediately enter’d into a very large 
haven, which nature * alone had form’d. It 
is a kind of lake, fcreen’d from every wind, 
upon which were a great number of fifher- 
mens barks, made out of one piece of hol- 
low’d timber, and laden with ftrong wicker 
bafkets, which ferv’d the inhabitants for nets. 
They landed in a pleafant and fertile plain, 
water’d with feveral rivers and brooks, which 
fall into the lake, and full of cabins cover’d 
with leaves, to fcreen both men and beafts 
from the great heat of the fun. ‘They found 
every where provifions of ruftick food ; and 
in feveral places fome old men and children, 
who had wanted ftrength to leave their dwel- 
lings. Cheres gave orders to his whole com- 


* Dapper upon the ifland of Madagafcar. 
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pany to appeafe the fear, which their accou… 
trements of war had caus’d in thefe favage 
ants, by all tokens of friendfhip. And, 
in the mean time, they took sa of a 
place which the cowardice of the poffeffors 
had made ftrangers, who defir’d no more than 
a courteous hofpitality, the mafters of. After 
having pafs’d fome days in marking out the 
ground they believ’d they might want for 
themfelves, and for thofe who would follow 
them, they began to fortify it, for fear the 
fugitives might return with fome unknown 
fuccours. For this work they at firft imploy’d 
their rowers, but they foon had other work- 
mer. The inhabitants came one by one, to 
fee whether the ftrangers were departed. 
Cheres and his people, by their geftures and 
the engaging tone of their voices, prevail’d 
upon thofe of the old men and children, who 
were able to walk a little, to go and meet 
their relations, and to aflure them they had 
nothing to fear of thefe ftrangers. This ex- 
pedient fucceeded beyond all hopes; and the 
inhabitants return’d in a few days to their 
cabins. It is true, they were now no longer 
mafters there ; but whether it was that they 
were fenfible they had loft their independancy 
by their own fault; or whether they per- 
ceiv’d the fuperiority which civiliz’d nations 
had over them, they fubmitted to their bon- 
dage without reluctance. As they before aim’d 
at nothing more than a livelihood, and _ 
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had never attain’d to it without labour, their 
condition feem’d to be hardly chang’d. On 
the contrary, the inhabitants of this fouthern 
canton having never had any chief in common 
to them, and confequently no neceffary and 
abfolute judge in their quarrels ; they feem’d,! 
by the lofs of the propriety of their goods, to 
have procur'd a more peaceable enjoyment 
ofthem. To conclude, one of the comforts 
of thefe people was, that this new government 
freed them from the injunctions which their 
foothfayers laid upon all mothers, of expofing 
their children, ir they found by their ob- 
fervations that they were born under inaufpi- 
cious omens *. | 


Tue firft thing Cheres did, was, to make 
particular laws for this kind of flaves He 
ordain’d, that they fhould only be call’d 
bonds-men .or fervants. He regulated their 
food, fuch as they enjoy’d before, He di- 
vided their hours equally between work and 
reft ; but he promis’d them particularly, in 
the name of the kings, their new fovereigns, 
that as long as they behav’d themfelves with 
that fubmiffion they had till then fhewn, they 
fhould never be carry’d out of their ifland 
againft their wills. Thefe difpofitions being 
made, they employ’d them in building a 
fort, walls and dwellings, with the moft pro- 
per materials they found in the neighbour- 

* Dapper, pag. 468. 
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hood. At laft, Cheres, by virtue of the 
power given him at his departure, determin’d, 
that the fort, the new city, and all the ter: 
rtory which furrounded it, ought, on account 
of the neighbourhood, to appertain as a fove- 
reignty to the kings of Taprobane, as well 
as all conquefts they might for the future 
tnake in every ifland: 


| HE fent two of his leffer veffels, to inform 
the kings of his difpofition, and of the con- 
ditions upon which he had made them fove- 
reigns of the ifland, and mafters of its inha- 
Eitants, or at leaft of that part which was 
actually conquer’d. One of thefe veffels carry’d 
a column of ebony wood, of a prodigious 
length and thicknefs. All their people, to 
the very failors, had quantities of topazes, 
granates, amethyfts, and other precious ftones ; 
which, as they faid, and was agreeable to the 
truth, they had gather’d in the rivers and 
brooks *. Cheres, in his letter, exhorted the 
Kings to fend a fmall fleet, with a certain 
number of men and women, tobegin a fettle- 
ment in the form of a colony at Menuthias. 
He advis’d them to fend officers and foldiers 
with them, that they might have a garifon 
in this ifland, and a fleet in its haven; becaufe 
he fhould carry all the veffels and people he 
had with him in queft of farther difcoveries, 
He advis’d them, however, not to let their 
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people advancé farther into the country, till 
after fome time, and when, by a mild and 
juft dominion over their new fervants, they 
were fure of having zealous foldiers in them. 
He even exhorted them not to extend their 
conquefts but in the fame manner as they had 
been begun ; that is, by convincing the in- 
habitants of the inward parts of the ifland, that 
a reafonable fervitude would be infinitely 
more eafy to them than the favage liberty in 
which they then liv’d. He concluded, that 
if the kings of Taprobane would but never fo 
little haften the imbarkation he ae rag to 
them, they might yet find him in the fame 
place, becaufe the paflage between the two 
iflands was now no more a tedious voyage. 


He wrote a private letter to Aftartus; in 
which he obferv’d, that he had thought it 
moft expedient to make this firft prefent to 
his allies, to cement their reconciliation with 
the Phænicians, who ftood in need of their 
factory of Taprobane for their trade to the 
Indies. That befides, thefe allies having 
fewer maritimé forces, and lefs correfpondence 
in trade than Pheenicia, he had been glad to 


give them a poffeffion, which they might 


with eafe keep and improve: But that his 
defign was to make the Pheenicians lords of 
all the eaftern coafts of Africa, from Raprum 
to the moft foutherh point. of this part of 
the world. That the correfponderice they 
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— had with the northern Ethiapians 
would foon make it eafy to them to carry on 
their trade directly to all Africa without 
going to Taprobane, or even ftopping at Me- 
nuthias. He advis’d him, that he was going 
to make a beginning by the mines of Sophir, 
fituate in a barbarous country, whofe inha- 
bitants deftroy’d and devour’d all thofe who 
fell into their hands. That he reckon’d he 
had men enough to fubdue them, and would 
inform him from thence what troops the Phæ- 
nicians would want to maintain their conqueft. 
That after having made as many flaves as 
he pofhibly could of‘thefe inhuman people, he 
would employ. them in building upon all the 
coafts fuch forts as he fhould judge neceffa 
to fecure to Pheenicia thofe poffeffions shah 
were advantagéous in themfelves, or would 
ferve for factories to depart from thence to 
places where they would have a profitable 
commerce. He added, that he talk’d of re- 
ducing this part of the eaftern coaft of Africa 
to flavery, only becaufe it was inhabited by 
monfters in human fhape, uncapable of all 
fociety. But that he hop’d to find on the wef- 
tern coaft nations with whom they might enter 
into'fome treaties of alliance or commerce. 
That it was not for the intereft of Phoenicia 
to-go every where fword in hand : That they 
would ruin themfelves by fo tedious an expe- 
dition, or at leaft their dominion would be 
Of no long duration: That it were to Be 
| with’d 
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with’d for them; they might always find 
sont ai who would receive them as they had 
been reteiv'd at Taprobane. That he fhould 
be fo far from deftroyihg, that he would not 
fubdue all the Barbarians, who might at firft 
make fome refiftance: but that he would 
make ufe of his victories, as Aftartus himfelf 
had more than ofice given hit an example, 
to reduce the conquer’d to a friendfhip with 
the conquerors, That if he had made the in- 
habitants of Menuthias bonds-mén, it was 
‘becaufe having found no form of general 
and conîtaht government among them, he 
could net apply himfelf to any of them, if 
order to treat in fafety with the nation: 
‘That therefore he could bring them no other- 
wife but by fervitude to that .communica- 
tion of good offices; to which he believ’d 
all the people of the earth were oblig’d one 
towards the other. That in confideration; 
however, of their natural goodnefs, he had 
taken all poffible meafures, that their yoke 
might rather be advantageous than burthen- 
fome. That, in a word, he had acted very 
differently with them from what he was 
gomg to do with the Anthropophagi, thofe 
enemies to mankind; of whom he would en- 
deavour to exterminate one part, that he 
might make the remainder real flaves. But 
‘that in general he was perfuaded, the natural 
inhabitants of each country were only truly 
capable of cultivating and preferving the = 
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_and production of nature in their own lands, 
and to traffick with them advantageoufly for 
thofe people themfelves who want to pur- 
chafe them there. That thus it would be to 
ruin trade in its infancy, not only to extermi- 
nate, but even to fcare away or to alienate 
thofe people who were to be gain’d by pru- 
dence and humanity. That, for his part, 
he had only offer’d his fervice to Phcenicia 
and its allies in this view. That his moft 
fervent wifhes were, to civilize the favages 
themfelves, who might be found fufceptible 
of any manners, by the intercourfe he would 
‘procure them with Leary nations. In a 
word, that all he afpir’d to in his under- 
taking was, to make men advantageous one 


to the other. 


C HERES, while he was waiting the re- 
turn of his two fhips, fo haften’d the works 
he had begun, that the families of Tapro- 
bane found, at their arrival fome months 
afterwards, habitations finifh’d, both in the 
‘city and in the country. Their commander 
or governor had orders from the three kings 
to diftribute them according to the advice 
and difpofitions of Cheres, and to conform 
himfelf to the regulations he fhould receive 
from him in what concern’d this conqueft. 
Thefe orders were accompany’d with a letter 
of praifes and.acknowledgements to Cheres: 
but he was more pléas’ with the ap sr 
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which Aftartus gave, in his anfwer, to the 
motives of his conduct; not only becaufe 
Pheenicia having as yet not had their fhare, 
thig approbation feem’d more difinterefted ; 
but becaufe he was chiefly concern’d for the 
good of the Pheenicians, and believ'd by 
ferving them, he more immediately fervd 
Egypt itfelf. | 


As Cheres only waited for the iflanders of 
Taprobane to put their colony in poffeffion 
of a country he had won for them ; as foon 
as that was fettled, he refitted his whole fleet : 
and having furnifh’d it abundantly with am- 
munition and provifions, he fet fail for 
Sophir. 


Hrs defign was to reach the coafts of Africa 
at the river Raptus [Cuama]; where, as has 
been already obferv'd, the Ethiopian mer- 
chants always ftopp’d, by reafon of the dread 
they had of the Anthropophagi: But a 
violent ftorm, fuch as is very common be- 
tween. Africa and Menuthias, foon interrupt- 
ed the paflage of his fleet into this canal, 
which he would not venture into but with a 
very favourable wind. ‘The calm was not 
intirely fettled, when his veffel, being fepa- 
“tated from all the reft by a tempeft, was 
found to be off of a point of land, which 
he knew to be the promontory of Prafon, 
and which Ptolemy afterwards plac’d in the 
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fifteenth degree of fouthern latitude. But as 
there is no point of land beyond that of Rap- 
tum to the fouth till you come to this promon- 
tory; which in my anecdots I find fituated un- 
der the tropick of Capricorn, I conclude this 
is the Cape, which Ptolemy knew the name 
of, without knowing the fituation of it, tho’ it 
was truly defcrib’d to him by Marin of Tyre, 
whom he quotes on this fame fubje& *. Cheres 
calling to mind that this was the bounds of 
Africa, known by the geographers of his 
time, refolv'd to land there, and took his 
meafures for the defcent. a 


He had perceiv'd, at a diftance, a crowd 
of inhabitants on the fhore; and he imagin’d 
that thefe people, having ‘difcover’d feveral 
of his veflels, were only emblod in fo great 
a number to defend themfelves, in cafe they 
offer d to approach them. He therefore 
thought immediately of rejoiping his fleet ; 
and afterwards, that the favages might the 
fooner fepardte, he got it quite out of their 
fight. In fhort, he order’d matters fo, that 
by favour of a night, which was the fifth after 
the tempeft, three of his fmaller veffels, which 
he commanded himfelf, fill’d with chofen 
foldiers, and back’d by the remainder of the 
fleet at a convenient diftance, attempted to 
land. He had obferv’d, as a land-matk, fome 
cabins almoft on the brink of the cape, at 

* Lib. 4. cap. 7. 
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the mouth of a river [the Inhambane}; and 
he judg’d, by the nature of the ground, the 
defcent would be eafy there. His conjecture 
prov’d true; and they even found no one to 
oppofe them: fo marching filently, with 
{word in hand, they went up to thefe cabins, 
guided by the light of fome wood, which 
they faw burning there. About thirty favages, 
-who guarded the entrance into them, awak’d, 
and immediately made a great cry ; which 
was a fignal for their own death. This ex- 
pedition was purfu’d with fo much diligence, 
that not one of them had time to arm him- 
felf with his bow and arrows, which he had 
by his fide, or means to efcape, to give 
notice to his comrades at a diftance. _- 


CuzReEs and his company enter d. imme- 
diately into a fort of large ftable, fupported 
from fpace to fpace by ftakes. They found 
there about fifty men, almoft naked, lying 
upon leaves, and ty’d to thefe ftakeg by 
branches of palms, twifted into the form of 
chains, Thefe men, who fpoke different 
languages, all agreed in their tokens of joy 
and fupplicating tone of their voices. Cheres 
made figns to them by favourable geftures ta 
let one of them, who feem’d to be more zea- 
lous than the reft, fpeak for them all ; My lord, 
faid he, you who are at the head of theft 
Pheenicians, wham I know by their armour, 
as being a Phosnician myfelf: Heaven has, 
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without doubt, fent you to be the deliverer 
of us miferable wretches, who are here de- 
ftin'd to ferve for food to the cruel inhabi- 
tants of thiscountry. We have been drove on 
fhore here at different times by contrary winds. 
They. come hither in fhoals, as foon as they 
perceive a ftorm, with a defign to feize the 
prey it may bring them. For otherwife, 
they have not the courage to go to fea to at- 
tack any veflels they think capable of defend- 
ing themfelves. ‘They take advantage of the 
ftate of imbecility, fatigue and agony, to 
which travellers, batter'd by the waves, and 
almoft drowned, are reduc’d to, to refèrve 
thofe wretches for a death by far more ter- 
rible than that they have efcap'd. They 
keep us here in vaft paftures full of flocks, 
from whence they take their daily food, and 
with which they nourifh us, in order to 
make the fame ufe of us at their feftivals as 
of their flocks : we are liable every month 
to the frightful choice they come to make of 
us by the brutal eftimate of the plight we 
are in. Oh! young hero, whoever you are, 
give us our lives, or at leaft preferve us from 
a death fo unworthy of the human fpecies. 
We may, perhaps, be of fome fervice to you 
againft thefe barbarians, of whofe genius and 
cuftoms, a fatal experience has given us fome 
knowledge. Receive us among the meaneft 
of thefe brave warriors, who have follow’d 
you in this glorious expedition, and who 
0 jeem 
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feem as intirely devoted to your perfon, as 
fill’d with admiration of your valour. 


~CHEREs immediately caus’d the bonds 
of thefe prifoners to be cut ; and fent orders 
to the whole fleet to repair immediately into 
the haven or bafon, which forms the mouth 
of the river. Seeing himfelf at laft in this 
defir'd land, where he was beginning his 
labours for the benefit of mankind, he was 
fenfible of that joy which travellers, after long 
voyages, have at their return into their own 
country. He foon learnt from thefe ftrangers 
he had juft deliver’d, that there were at dif- 
ferent places on this coaft, going to the . 
north, on the way to Sophir, more of thefe 
infamous markets, where the Anthropophagi 
traffick’d with one another for the men 
they took. He thought proper, before he 
went to clear the fhore of fo many affaffins, 
to form a fettlement at the promontory for 
his fleet; which might afterwards remain for 
the ufe of the Pheenicians. It did not appear 
very difficult to him. He faw he had to do 
with men, who being terrify’d, had aban- 
don’d the whole plain ever fince he had landed, 
and who only appear’d on the top of the 
hills; from which they immediately defcended 
on the other fide as foon as they made a fhew 
of approaching them. By this example he 
was confirm'd in the opinion he had always 
had, that cruelcy and barbarity are bi : 
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the companions of the vileft cowardice: He 
was very glad, at the fame time, he fhould 
have lefs occafion for blood-fhed than he 
thought, in the reducing of thefe favages: 
but their bufinefs was to feize as many of 
them as they could alive ; and in the execy- 
tion of this defign, the ftrangers were of great 
help to him. | 


As there were feveral Ethiopians among 
them, who had obferv’d that the language of 
the favagesdid not differ entirely from theirs, 
they affer’d Cheres to endeavour at bring- 
ing them back again. They told him, that 

rovided they were arm’d, they were not at 
all fearful of them. They faid, they would 
give them to underftand, that their flocks, their 
fruits, and their cabins being in the plain, the 
fureft means for them would be to truft to the 
mercy of the conqueror. Yes, faid Cheres, 
and you may aflure them, that befides their 
lives, which I promife them, I will employ 
‘em in fomething more advantageous to them- 
felves, than that horrible profeffion which has 
made them the abomination of the whole 
world. Don’t forget to add, that I will make 
a great difference between thofe who {hall 
fubmit upon your remonftrantes, and thofe 
who will put us to the trouble of purfuing 
them. 


THESE 
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‘THESE deputies being departed, to the 
number of twenty, their greateft trouble was, 
to get near thefe favages ; whom they call’d 
to come to them in the moft pacifick tone 
and geftures. But as foon as they could in 
any wife get to fpeak with them ; they foon 
made them fenfible, that being us d to plenty 
as they were in their meadows along the 
fhoré, they would foon perifh with mifery, 
if they were to feek their Phase for them- 


felves and their families, with their bows 


and arrows, upon barrén mountains and de. 
fart plains. ‘Thefe, and the like difcourfes, 
paffing from one to the other, brought back, 
ini a few days, two or three thoufand, and 
more follow’d. Cheres receiv'd them courte- 
oufly. He diftributed them into feveral com- 


| D anies; at the head of which he plac’d a 


hoenician to command them, and an Ethio- 
pian to be their interpreter. He employ’d 
them to prepare the — for a {mall colony 
which he fent to defire of Aftartus, while 
he employ’d himfelf in difpofing « every thing 
for a greater fettlement in the neighbour- 
hood of Sophir. He did not put thefe flaves 
to more tedious labour than he had done the 
iflanders of Menuthias. And he even order’d 
them a more folid nourifhment, in confide- 
ration of che cuftom they had contraéted. 


THE 
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THE greater part of his company were 
furpriz'd at this humanity, and thefe regards; 
and they rather expected to have feen them 
chaftis’d exemplarily for their late inhuma- 
nity. But Cheres told them, there was a vaft 
difference to be made between crimes com- 
mitted by private perfons againft eftablifh'd 
laws in a civiliz’d country, and cuftoms 
arifing from the ignorance and barbarity of 
a whole nation, That pains infli@ed upon 
them before they were inftructed, would be 
a criminal revenge, and not a lawful punifh- 
ment. That he made no fcruple of extermi- 
nating men who were perniciqusto mankind ; 
and that upon this principle, he had no re- 
luctance in maflacring the thirty favages 
who guarded the ftables, becaufe he then 
thought it neceffary. But that now he knew 
the character of thefe barbarians better, he 
fhould think himfelf very blameable to de~ 
{troy a people whom he was going to ren- 
der of fervice, by their labours, to the Phæ- 
nicians themfelves, and by the continuance 
of their commerce to all the nations on 


earth, 


However, all the favages were not in 
a humour to abandon their idlenefs, and the 
hopes they yet had of remaining canibals, in 
exchange for tolerable but regular labours, 
It was foon known, that fome ofthem, keep- 
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ing along the coaft as far as Sophir, were 


ne in companies to the other Anthro 
phagi, to keep them in a body, by telling 


them they were threatned with fuch an in- 
-vafion as had driven them from the promon- 


tory. That therefore they ought to prepare 
for their defence, and turn their courage 


againft their common enemy; which they 


had hitherto only exercifed in deftroying one 
another fingly, for private and perfonal quar- 


_ rels Cheres being inform’d of thefe pro- 


ceedings, refolv’d to go in fearch of thefe 
favages by land, that he might take them on 
allfides. But asit was near a hundred leagues 


from Prafon to Sophir, he imagin’d horfes 


would be of fervice to him ; and the more, 
as the vigour and fwiftnefs of thefe animals, 
which this people had never yet feen, would 


infallibly ftrike terror in their. moft nume+ 


TOUS troops. 


Upon this he difpatch’d four veffels of 
his fleet, commanded by Phoenicians, but 
with feveral Ethiopians in their company. 
He gave them a fum of gold fufficient to 
sandals ten thoufand horfes in Ethiopia, 
where they are in great numbers, beautiful, 
and fo hard of hoof, that without being fhod,. 
they afcend and defcend the moft rocky moun- 


tains *. He did not think much of this ex- 


*. Dapper, pag. 419. 
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pence, which he hoped would be abundantly 
reimburs'd out of the mines of Saphir. Thefe 
four veficls, which were the largeft of his 
fleet, were to ferve as a convoy to the flat- 
bottom’d veflels which were to bring the 
horfes and their leaders. He forefaw that in 
this interval of time the Pheenician colony 
would arrive ; and that they being fufficient 
to guard the promontory, he might take his 
whole army with him. 


PRESENTLY after the return of the vef- 
fels which he had fent into Ethiopia, and 
the arrival of the Pheenician colony which 
he expected from Taprobane, he began ‘his 
march towards Sophir. He order’d his fleet. 
to coaft along the fhore, with all forts of 
neceffaries that they might want in crofling the 
country, which was not every where equal- 
ly fruitful. It was likewife defign’d to har- 
bour the fick and wounded, if there fhould 
be any, and the flaves he hop’d to make, And 
as he had only mounted fix thoufand foldiers, 
the flat-botrom'd boats tranfported the re- 
mainder in cafe of need. 


THe favages, who were not ignorant of 
théfe motions, had the courage to advance 
within thtee days journey of Prafon. They 
were aflembled in a plain, at the foot of an 
eminence which Cheres was to pafs, not an 
army; but a great number of men, who all 

ee thought 
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thought that nothing was requifite for a battle 
but numbers. For that very reafon, know- 
ing his arrival on the other fide of the emi- 
nence, which feparated them, they had the 
affurance to fend him a threatning deputa- 
tion ; becaufe they had heard of the Ethio- 
pians, who were fent to them at the begin- 
ning, that among all nations deputies were 
inviolate. The three favages being prefented 
to Cheres in his tent, were ftruck with the . 
majefty of his appearance and countenance ; 
and whether it was that they were fenfible of 
the natural fuperiority, which it has been 
always faid the blacks obferve in white men ; 
or whether frightned with their habits of 
ftecl, and helmets adorn’d with plumes and 
tufts of feathers, which they faw not only 
on ‘Cheres, but on all the officers who were 
about him, they did not dare to open their 
mouths. Inftead of fpeaking, they repeated 
continually their proftrations, fuch as they 
were us’d to before their idols, Cheres was 
oblig'd to let them know by the Ethiopians, 
who ferv'd as their interpreters, that they 
fhould put an end to their ridiculous compli- 
ments, and inform him of their commiffion. 
The deputies, trembling and ftammering, 

ve him to underftand, that if he advanc’d 
ther, their chiefs would immediately 
burn alive all the ftrangers they had in their 
markets. Cheres anfwes’d, They might do 
as they thought fic; and that they would 
them- 
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themfelves mark out the meafure of their ow 
punifhment: But that a defire to change the 
kind of death of fome hundreds of men fhould 
not hinder him from purging human nature 
of fuch monfters as they were. Thefe poor 
negroes carry’d the impreffions of their fear 
to their chiefs, which did not hinder them 
from caufing all the ftrangers they had in 
a neighbouring market to be maffacred ; be- 
caufe, finding themfelves prefs'd to prepare 
for battle, they did not think they had time 
to put them to more lingring torments: 


Tuey form’d a fort of {quate batallion, 
very clofe, fo that there were not above two 
or three of the firft rows, who could aim at 
the enemy when they drew their arrows, and 
the remainder were oblig’d to fhoot in the 
air at random. Thefe arrows were pointed 
with little fharp ftones ; which naturalifts 
finding fow’d in the plains of Africa; have 
fince taken for thunder-bolts, and call’d them 
Ceraunia. * They had behind them a very 
ftrait mountain, the top of which was cover’d 
with the incorruptible wood of Thya, a fort 
of cedar, which render’d this country famous 
in ancient times. ‘There they had conceal’d 
their wives and children, and thither they 
propos'd to retire themfelves in cafe of bad 


* Mem. of the Academy of Sciences. An. 1743. By 
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_fuccefs. Cheres, having obferv'd this difpofi- 
tion, order’d the two wings of his army, com- 
pos’d each of two thoufand horfe, to ride 
full fpeed, as foon as they were got on the 
top of the eminence, to get behind the batal- 
lion of the favages, by the two {paces they 
had. very imprudently left, one on each fide 
of them; while he himfelf would face them 
with the ten thoufand men which remain‘ d. 
The barbarians expected thefe horfes, which 
feveral among them had perceiv’d before ; 
but had defcrib’d them to their comrades as 
animals, which were very flow in the march 
they had feen. They were therefore in a 
ftrange confternation, when having hardly 
had time to place their arrows in their bows, 
they faw their batallion inclos’d the firft 
moment, their ranks broken in the fecond, 
and in the third the moft of them thrown 
down, and trodden under the horfes feet : 
they but efcaped one fword to meet with ano- 
ther: They found they were conquer’d at 
the firft onfet ; and their refiftance was hardly 
as long as my defcription. They ftretch’d — 
out their arms to beg quarter ; and the com- 
bat ceafing at once, they were convey'd to 
the fhips by thoufands, where they were put 
in irons. In the mean time, Cheres finding 
the ftable where they had juft murder’d the 
ftrangers, he pick’d out the chief of the 
barbarians, and order’d them to be hang’d 
along the fea-fhore to intimidate the reft, 
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and to fhew travellers that they might with 
fafety not only pafs that channel, but land on 
that fhore. 


AFTER this execution, he made the Ethio- 
pians publifh an amnefty, by which he pro- 
mis’d all the favages of the country, who 
would abandon their former barbarity, and 
acknowledge themfelves flaves to the Phæni- 
cians, not only their lives, but a favourable 
reception. This brought in the wives and 
children of thofe who were in chains. They 
were feparated into families; and Cheres pro- 
mifed them, in his own name, and in the 
name of the Phoenicians their matters, to 
join them always after that manner in the 
labours they fhould impofe upon them. He 
excepted from this rule none but the young 
men who were not marry’d, of whom he 
made rowers, in the ftead of thofe he had 
_ brought from Taprobane, who were con- 
verted into foldiers, to increafe his troops. 
But he promis’d all thefe new captives to 
take off their chains as feon as they had given 
fufficient proofs of their fidelity. Thefe marks 
of goodnefs from a conqueror, who had ap- 
pear’d fo dreadful, was fome comfort to 
them in their defeat and flavery. ‘Thofe 
whom he left in their own country took, 
with lefs regret, to thofe labours which are 
plac’d in the Irft of punifhments for crimi- 
nals, butto which many other men willingly 

fabmit 
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fubmit only to get a livelihood; I mean the 
mines which they were made to open in the 
territory of Scphir, whither Cheres arriv’d 
without any oppofition, and deliver’d in his 


paflage all the captives of the Anthropophagi. 


THESE mines appear’d to be furprifingly 
rich; and tho’ the Phoenicians were great 
artifts in the management of this fort of 
works, which were not new to them, the 
Egyptian priefts, who were with Cheres, 
taught them the real fecret of feparating the 
gold from tbe fragments of ftone which is 
taken with it from the mines. This they did 
before, by grinding it to powder with pro- 
digious labour, and afterwards by reiterated 
meltings. The Egyptian priefts taught them, 
that quickfilver poured upon the ftone, when 
but flightly pounded, would imbibe the 
precious metal: That it was eafy afterwards 
to feparate this amalgation or mixture from 
the faa or gravel which yet clog’d it; and 
that laftly, they had nothing to do but to 
make the quickfilver evaporate by fire, which 
would leave the pure gold at the bottom of 
the veflel *. They farther acquainted them, 
that this property of the quickfilver extended 
itfelf even to filver, but had no effect upon 


* Pero Fernandez de Valafco gave this fecret to the 
Spaniards in 1571; who employ‘ it in the mines of 
Potofi. Mer. Ind. p.1.-c. 4. and Rohault has explain’d 
this effet in his phyficks, p. III. c. 6. art.27. 
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bafer metals, with which it would not unite; 
tho’ they only wanted it for the former at 
the mines of Sophir: And we know thar, 
in the following ages, they furnifh’d the moft 
renown'd nations not only with the gold, 
with which they cover’d the temples of their 
sods and the palaces of their kings, but with 
precious {tones without number, with which. 
their women adorn’d themfelves. Not to 
mention thofe whofe names are common, it 
was fromthence they had the pantarba, which 
had, as it is faid, the virtue of repelling the 
operation of fire; and the fideropæcilus, a 
kind of load-ftone, to which was afcrib'd the 
yet more fabulous property of keeping up 
enmity among thofe who carry’d it about 
them *. 


ASTARTUS having given an account of 
thefe advantages, obtain’d of the king of Phæ- 
nicia himfelf a more numerous colony for 
this fettlement, which was already provided 
with flaves, than the Pheenicians of Tapro- 
bane could have made up. This people, who 
were accuftom’d at Tyre and Sidon to all 
the delights of life, found no want of them 
in this new habitation. They built houfes of 
feveral forts of vein’d timber. of all colours, 
of great luftre, and fitter for carving than 
‘marble. Befides falutary as well as delicious 


™ Heliod. cap.4 & 8. But fee M. Huet de Naviga- 
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food, which both land and fea afforded in 
abundance, the plains were fill’d with pea- 
cocks, parrots, monkeys and other animals, 
which, for the beauty of their form or fin- 
gularity of their qualities, were worth fend- 
ing, as they were long afterwards, to all thofe 
nations who had money to fpend in amufe- 
ments. To conclude, tho’ Cheres had no 
defign that the iflanders of Taprobane fhould 
partake with the Pheenicians in the dominion 
of Sophir, or in the propriety of its mines, 
he affign’d them here, as well as during. his 
whole courfe in every fettlement, a quarter 
for them to dwell in, and gave them a proper 
intereft in the Phoenician commerce. The 
kings of oe had themfelves inti- 
mated, that tho’ they were overjoy’d that he 
would teach their fubjects trade and naviga- 
tion, they were not defirous of acquiring very 
diftant poffeffions, for which they would 
have enough to do to furnifh colonies, 


T HE fettlements Cheres had procur’d for . 
the two nations, who had furnifh’d him 
with their foldiers, were no fettlements for 
him. His mind being fill’d with more ex- 
tenfive projects for the advantage of the whole 
. world, and even with the defire of returning 
into his own country wigh all the glory and 
authority which great actions could intitle 
him to, he found he was yet very fhort of 
his aim. He had actually at heart the find- 


ing 


460 Tbe Life of SETHOS. | 

ing out the utmoft point of Africa; a defign 

really new,. that would give a facility to- 
trade ; the value of which was very well 
known, but the hopes of it look’d on as chi- 

merical. Being return’d from Sophir to the 

promontory, it was in that part he imbark’d 

for this.new expedition. He had increas’d 

the number of his people by a great many of 
the ftrangers whom he had deliver'd. They 

had themfelves defir'd to follow him, after 

he had granted them full liberty of return- 
ang smto their own country, loaded with the 
gold of Sophir. As there were among thofe 
who devoted themfelves to his fervice, mer- 
chants of every nation, and even Phcenicians 
already eftablih’d in the moft northern parts 
of the Atlantick-fea, and who had pafs’d the 
Mediterranean to come and imbark in the ~ 
Red-fea; he was very glad to have in them 
proper interpreters for the coafts he was to 
attempt. He thought it proper to take with 
him all the horfes, after the fervice they had 
‘done him againft the Anthropophagi. But 
before he departed from Sophir, he chang’d 
his flat-bottom’d boats, which had brought 
them from Ethiopia, into veflels which drew 
more water, and were fitter to hold out 
againft a tempeft. 
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§ H O’ the relation I am now abont 
| Eee to give of the voyage made by 
ea «a Sethos, or Cheres, round thé 

ne Se coaft of Africa, is entirely taken 
| ~~ from my private memoirs ; hi- 
Rory gives us room to think, that all the 
-coafts of this third part of the world were 
difcover d about the time in which my hero 
is. placed ; that is, in the century preceding 
the: war of Troy. The firft nations which 


were the moft powerful, cither in valour or 


number, extended their dominions by little 
| Vou II. | B REA and 
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and little onthe continent. To them it was — 
a great matter . only. to crofs thofe rivers. 
which lay in their way ; and thus it was” 
that Ninus form’d the vaft Affyrian empire, 
which his father Belus had not extended 
beyond Babylon. But as foon as they ven- 
tur’d on navigation, the great men of Egypt, | 
fuch as Cecrops, Cadmus, Danaus, Kc. ex- 
pos’d themfelves to the hazard of the fea, 
eftablifh’d colonies on the coafts, and by 
that means became the fathers of commerce, 
that amiable band of fociety, which joins 
the moft diftant nations. The heroes of 
Greece, Hercules, Thefeus and Pirithous, 
not long before Sethos, follow’d them in 
this emulation ; and not fatisfy’d with 
_ making the paffage of the feas known, they 
invited their contemporaries to frequent them, 
by clearing them of thofe pirates which in- - 
fefted them, and thofe tyrants that render’d 
the coafts inacceffible. As every age has its 
ruling tafte, in this nothing was fo much 


coveted by thofe men who aim’d atadi- | 


ftinguifh’d fame, as finding out new. coun= 
tries, building towns in them, and giving 
laws to their inhabitants. But this emulation 
being fince ceafed, and this practice left off 
afterwards, or at leaft very much difufed ; 
and befides, thefe heroes having had no 
other hiftorians but the poets; no wonder 
if we have very faint footfteps left of their 
trayels. Fable, is leading them down to 

» hell, 
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hell, inftead of conducting them to the dif: 
ferent ends of our world, has converted their 
navigations, of which the moft fimple reci- 
tal would have been. of great value to us, into 
{tories as ufelefs as they are wonderful. How- 
ever, as a thirft after gain is at leaft as antient 
among men as heroifm, the Pheenicians, who 
were great traders, were, according to hif- 
torical traditions, adventurers in the firft ex- 
peditions by fea : and the private memoirs I 
follow, affert nothing improbable, in relating 
that of Sethos in particular, which all known 
authors tell us in general ; when they fay 
that the Pheenicians, having learn’d naviga- 
tion of the Egyptians, doubled the promon- — 
tory of Africa before any other people, and 


even in the times of heroifm *, 


Our hiftorians, of which the moft antient 
did not appear, according to Herodotus, till 
the defcent of Xerxes upon Greece ; our geo- 
graphers and writers of travels, even. more 
modern than our hiftorians, relate or invent 
themfelves authorities, which all tend to con- 
firm the coafting round Africa more than 
once in the following ages. Indeed fome of 
them refute thefe authorities by quoting 
them ; but thefe refutations, repeated in dif- 
ferent parts of their works, prove at leaft, 


__* M. Huet’s hiftory of Com: c. 7, & 8. as. well as la 
Martinieré, geograph/ di&t. under the word Atlantick, 
confirm or.follew this opinion. 

- 2 that | 
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that tradition carry’d on, and fometimes 
renew'd, always mentions this fact. He- 
rodotus *, for example, relates, that Nechus, 
that king of Egypt, who was dethron’d 
and kill'd by Sabacon the Ethiopian, four or 
five hundred years after Sethos, being curi- 
ous to know the general fituation of the 
earth and feas, fent out the Pheenicians to 
make the difcovery ; who, failing thro’ the 
ftreights of the Red-fea, pafs’d from the Eaftern 
or Ethiopick fea, into the Hefperian or At- 
lantick ocean, and return’d thro’ the ftreights 
of Hercules’s pillars, into the Mediterranean, 
and fo to Egypt. To fhew that this voyage had 
-carry’d them beyond the courfe of the fun, 
or the torrid zone, they faid, that failing with 
a full wind to the weftward, they had the 
fun on their right-hand: A circumftance, 
adds Herodotus, which I give no credit to, 
“but others perhaps may. 


Hanno, the fame who was a captain of 
the Carthaginians with Amilcar, in their war 
 againft Agathocles, was fent by the fenate 
of his city, together with the fame Amilcar, 
to difcover the coafts of the weftern ocean; J 
the former to the fouthward, and the latter 
to the northward +. Tho’, in fome copies of 
Hanno’s narrative, he feems not to have 


* Lib. 4. | sR rants à 
+ See the differtations of Dodwel, at the beginning of 
the leffer geographers, De Hannone, cap. 19. | 
coafted 
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coafted Africa farther than from Hercules’s 
pillars, to the Hefperian Horn, (the çape of 
Palms) * where Africa narrows about thirty 
degrees of longitude ; yet I have feen other 
copies, in which Hanno. gives a relation of 
his voyage from Cadiz to the Arabian gulph. 
Pliny mutt have feen thefe fame copies as well 
as I, becaufe he quotes them in proof of the 
fame fact +. But to conclude the quotations 
from Greek and Latin authors, which would 
be numerous; Strabo { refutes at large the 
hiftory of that Eudoxius of Cizicus, . wha 
having been fent to the Indies by queen Cleo- 
patra, the widow of the fecond Evergetes, 
Ptolomy VII, or Ptolomy Phyfcon, was caft 
upon the eaftern coafts of Africa, where he 
faw the wreck of a veffel, which by its built 
they knew to be come from Cadiz.. But the 
fame Strabo in another place || afferts, thar 
the communication of the eaftern and weftern 
feas is not intercepted by any ifthmus that 
joins Africa to the fouthern continent : And 
he could not know this fituation of the con- 
tinent, and of thefe two feas, otherwife than 
by fome fuch relations as that of Eudoxius. 
He feems therefore here to give way to the 
receiv'd opinion which in other places he 
difputes. 


* Accarding to Salmafius, Plinian. exerc. Pp. 91 f. 
+ L.2. c.67. There are only fome of the fit of them 
now in being. 

+. à WE ke Dai fer | | 
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INDEED the old notion, that the heat of 
the torrid Zone was a barrier of feparation 
between the two hemifpheres, divided by 
the equinoctial line, is long fince remov’d. 
Mariners made Ptolomy acquainted with the 
river Raptus, (Cuama) which is far beyond the 
line in Barbary (Zanguebar) arid with the 
promontory Prafon at the utmoft point of 
the Agyfimbus, (a part of the Monoemugi 
and Cafreria): Now how comes it to pafs 
that of fo many men, who had the courage 
to go fo far, none had the curiofity to fol- 
low this fame coaft, ‘the extremity of which 
is but twelve degrees, or three hundred leagues 
beyond the tropick? Befides, ’tis common for 
fhips to be driven out of their courfe by the 
winds ; and it is to their violence that we 
owe the difcovery of many countries which 
travellers did not look for. Thus many, after 
having had the cifafter of being carry’d againft 
their wills to the utmoft bounds of Africa, 
have had the additional misfortune not to be 
credited in the accounts they gave at their re- 
turn. However, as the footfteps of thefe 
-antient travellers are entirely effac'd, we muft 
expect, in a great part of our hero’s voyage, 
to meet with the names of places foreign to 
our geography, and people unknown to our 
hiftorians. We have to this day but a {mall 
knowledge of the eaftern coafts of Africa, to 
the tropick of Capricorn, But in our hero’s 

| | return 
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return by the weftern coafts, my readers will 
meet with no places they are acquainted 
with, but beyond the Equator, and at the 
Hefperian Horn *, a 


CHERES being departed with his fleet 
from the promontory of Prafon, and keep- 
ing always along the fhore, foon difcover’d 
from the maft-head a large bafon or bay 
(Manica) where four. rivers meet + He 
order’d his company to go afhore, at a 
place fo remarkable ; but they all repre- 
{ented to him, that if they were to ftop at 
every place where any thing particular was 
to be obfery’d, they fhould never compafs 
their principal aim, which was to find out 
the extremity of Africa, and a paflage into 
the other fea. He was charm’d to find that 
they were as impatient for it as himfelf ; 
but he told them, that as their defign was to 
be of fervice to their country-men, they 
muft not neglect the difcoveries that offer’d 
to their view ; that an exaét obfervation of 
their latitude, and other circumftances of 


* The names of the provinces and rivers in this fpace 
will be found the fame as if our modern geography. 
From whence we may in general conclude, that thefe 
names, found in the countries themfelves, and not car- 
ry’d thither by travellers, are much the fame at this day 
as they were in the antienteft times, and that my author 
found them fo in his private memoits. | 

+ They are now call’d Aroe, Laurent-marquez, Ma- 
nube, and Tenbe. | 

B 4 the 
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the places, would render their difcovery 
certain, and enable them to find the way 
back again : He confin’d himfelf, however, 


not to land any-where ‘but at the mouths 
of rivers. 


Here they met with another fpecies of 
men (the Hottentots) like to thofe they 
had already feen, by their fear, and difpo- 
fition ‘to fly ; and they were of fo horrid an 
afpect, that they queftion’d at firft whether 
they were men. Cheres made fifty of his 
foldiers follow them on horfe-back, and 
bring fome of them to him, that he might 
fee what manner of men they were. ‘They 
did not feem to have any fpeech, but con- 
tinnally cry’d * Chainouquas, which was 
the name Cheres gave them. Their legs 
and arms were roll’d about with the inteftines 
of animals, in the nature of bracelets or 
garters of feveral rows, which made them 
offenfive both to fight and fmell, fo that 
they foon let them go again ; and 9 
took their flight, tho’ but heavily, becau 
they were incumber’d with their deteftable 
ornaments. Cheres ask’d the Pheenicians if 
they had. any inclination to fettle a colony 
here : They unanimoufly anfwer'd, that 
their nation could at any time make them- 


“© Alithis agrees with the map laid down by father Ta- 
+ ri of the point of a in his trayels. 


felves 
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felves mafters of a land which feem’d in fo 
mean a ftate of defence, and that they were 
for continuing their voyage ; they therefore 
went on board again, and, as they had 
agreed, landed at the mouth of another 
river, where the inhabitants were as filthy, 
and as much for running away, as the 
former, but they had a pretty large number 
of barks and fifhing-nets. made of ofier ; our 
failors therefore nam’d it the Fifhing-river ; 
and, for the fame reafon, they call’d. the 
inhabitants of the former place Chainouquas, 
they named thefe Gouriquas.  Coafting ftill 
to the fouth, they found another river much 
larger than the two former, with fome 
others which I don’t mention ; that river 
they nam’d the Broad, and the inhabitants 
Gafliquas, | 


It was hardly a month after their de- 
parture from the promontory, when they 
obfery’d before them the fea cover’d for a 
good diftance with a thick grafs like a vaft 
field *. ‘They were in a confternation at 
the fight, and believ’d they were in fhallow 
waters: They thought it firft a bar plac'd 
there by nature, to ftop any farther navi- 
gation towards the fouthern pole ; and con- 
cluded with themtelves, it was not ftrange 


* Father Tachard’s firft voyage, in the article of the 
cape of Good-hope, P- 55, & 56 


that 
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that no body had ever fail’d round Africa, 
It was perhaps for this very reafon that 
Satafpes, that guilty prince, whom Xerxes 
condemn’d to this fame expedition, which 
he attempted on the weftern fide, as Hero- 
dotus relates *, alledg’d that his veflel 
was ftopp’d, and could proceed no farther. 
Cheres, in a lively hope that he fhould foon 
remove this caufe of their difcouragement, 
declared to his fhip’s crew, that he would 
go himfelf in the long-boat to view this 
obftacle : He added, that if it really were 
invincible, he had no power beyond what 
was human to overcome it; but that he 
would not let his imagination deceive him, 
and take up with appearance for truth : At 
the fame inftant, having faften’d his boat 
with a rope to a large veflel, which was 
to tow him back again at the firft fignal 
given, he launch’d into this kind of morafs. 
The rowers met with no manner of refift- 
ance, except that their oars came out of the 
water loaded with thefe weeds, which floated 
loofe upon the furfgce. He imagin’d that 
the wind or currents, having driven them from 
the neighbouring continent or iflands, had 
gather'd them into a body fo great as to 
terrify his people ; and as all moving bodies 
have a tendency towards thofe places where 
they meet with the leaft refiftance, he ues d 


. Lib. 4 
that 
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that the continent of Africa terminated there- 
abouts, and that he fhould foon find the 
paffage he was in queft of: 


THE. whole fleet following his example 
without fear, they found the coaft run all 
at once, from the fouth to the weft, as it 
were in a ftrait line; then they fhouted for 
joy, as is cuftomary with travellers by fea, 
when they think their danger and labours 
are at an end: They extoll'd Cheres to the 
skies, as being the firft failor who had over- 
come thofe obftacles, which *tll then had 
difcouraged all others. Cheres, like a wife 
man, rejecting all honour that was not his 
due, made them obferve they had an ad- 
vantage with thetr fleet, which other failors 
never had: That there was a great differ- 
ence between any enterprize attempted with 
a fingle fhip, and what might be hazarded 
within the fight and reach of fuccour : That 
pofterity would compare their actions with 
their force, and would only approve of what 
they had done, confider’d in proportion to 
theirnumber : That, in fhort, they were yet 
to keep the-coaft which bore a little to the 
fouth ; and that for his part he fhould not 
be fatisfy’d ’till they had reach’d the other 
point, and cou’d bear to the northward. 


Iw reality, tho’ the land’s-end of Africa 
may pafs for a point, compar’d to the 
ee : = breadth 
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breadth of the reft of its continent ; it is 
however certain that this coaft flants a little 
towards the fouth as it runs to the weft, and 
that on this fide it is hardly lefs than an 
hundred and fixty leagues in length ; and 
as they ftood in too near to it, they found 
by their foundings they were near a bank, 
and were obliged to ftand off again: And 
what made Cheres more uneafy than he was 
before, this bank runs fifty or fixty leagues 
into the fea, and reaches almoft from one 
point of the coaft to the other ; they there- 
fore row’d above a fortnight out of all fight 
of the fhore, and in very tempeftuous wea- 
ther * ; the fea by night feem’d as cover’d 
with fparkling ftones, fome tranfient, others 
lafting ; the drops of water which flew from 
the dafhings of the waves, look’d like fo 
many {parks of fire, and the rake of every 
veflel became a ftream of light + The 
knowledge Cheres had gain’d at Thebes of 
this foreign climate, led him however always 
towards the north, and he found at laft they 
were in two and thirty degrees of fouth lati- 
tude ; -that 15, nearer to the equator by three 
degrees than the very extremity of Africa, 
All they wanted to know was, whether they 
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* For this reafon the cape of Good-hope, before this 
name was given it by John II. king of Portugal, was 
namd by Bartholomew Dias, (a Portuguefe, who dou- 
bled it in 1493) The cape of Tempefts, Bergeron. 
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were pafs’d it; that is, whether they had 
Africa on the right or the left-hand. In 4 
word, it was a queftion of longitude, which 
nothing but a fight of the land could decide : 
However, as he already obferv’d, that the 
winds in thefe feas drove away to the weft- 
ward, he did not doubt but he was in the 
weftern ocean ; he therefore ftcer’d eaftward 
to regain. Africa, which he foon had the fa- 
tisfaétion to difcover ; and then returning to 
the fouth, to make fure of the land’s-end, 


they at laft faw the cape which termi- 
nates it. 


A extreme high mountain, cut out at 
the top in the form of a table, and which 
at a diftance feems on the fea-fhore, tho’ it 
be near a league from it, forms as it were 
the bottom of a bay or bafon fit to contain 
the largeft fleets : That of Cheres enter’d it 
as in triumph ; and indeed it had obtain’d 
a kind of viétory, either over the diftance 
of places, or the ignorance of men ; but to 
{peak the truth, here were not the proper 
fpeëtators of this triumph. A difcovery of 
the communication of the two feas was a 
piece of fervice done either to diftant na- 
tions, or to future ages ; and even at this 
time we have fuffer’d the ufe, and almoft 
the very: idea of it, to be loft. Happy, if 
what I, remind of it in this hiftory, may 
| | né roufe 
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roufe the curiofity of mariners, and efpe- 
cially the attention of our princes ! 


_ As foon as Cheres landed in this place, 
which he call’d The cape of the Paflage, 
{the cape of Good-hope ) he told the Phe- 
nicians, that tho’ there fhould be no trade 
carry don in this particular place, it would 
be neceflary to ere&t a fort there, as a 
monument of this difcovery ; and that it 
might be a place of refuge and refrefhment 
for all who might hereafter undertake the 
voyage to the two feas. He thought at firft 
to employ the inhabitants in this work, who 


were the fame-kind of people as thofe he 


had feen on the whole eaftern coaft on this 
fide the tropick : but fear had drove thefe\ 
toa yet greater diftance at the firft fight of 


the fleet ; fo that in order to get together 


about the number of hands he wanted, he 
refolved to employ a thoufand horfe to en- 
comipafs a piece of ground, and drive them 
together as at a hunting of fallow deer. 
This expedient fucceeded fo well, that at 
one time he caught two or three hundred ; 
he made his rowers ftrip them, both men 
and women, of the guts which they wore 
for ornament, and which were in a great 
meafure their cloathing : While this was 


“(performing much againft their wills, they 


utter’d cries ; from whence they were named 
Soufis 
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Soufiquas. ‘This was but an odd fight, yet 
it was quite another thing when he at- 
tempted to force them to work ; for neither 
a fhew of kindnefs, nor aétual chaftifements, 
nor inftruments of death, could bring them 
to put their hands to any kind of work for 
the fervice of their conqueror. Diodorus * 
mentions certain people of Africa, border- 
ing upon the Red-fea, who never wince 
at any blows, and can fee their wives and 
childrens throats cut before their faces, with- 
out fhewing the leaft figns of forrow or anger. 
Cheres did not put them to this faft trial, 
but he threatned them with it, tho’ to no 
purpofe. He concluded from thence, that 
there are men, as well as beafts, whofe na- 
ture it is to be ufelefs, and who are fit nei- , 
ther for fociety. nor flavery : He therefore 
fent to the colony of Sophir to defire work- 
men, and a garrifon, and difpatch’d another 
veffel to acquaint Aftartus with the impor- 
tant difcovery he had made. He added, that 
as, by finifhing the tour of Africa, he was 
going to be farther diftant from him, he 
might perhaps fend no more accounts of his. 
progrefs directly to him, and that he would 
take the fuccours he might want for the 
eftablifhment of new colonies from the 
neareft of thofe he had already fettled ; but 
that as Pheenicia was to be their firft fource, 


+ Lib. 3. 
he 
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he urg’d him to prefs the king of ‘Tyre; 
that he would augment his imbarkations 
during the whole courfe of their voyage. 


Wuize he waited at thecape of the Paflage 
for the return of the veffels he had fent to 
the colony of Sophir, he advane’d far enough 
into the inlands to difcover the nature of 
them : Tho’ they were not cultivated, they 
appear’d to him to be very fertile ; and he 
found a great number of trees, one of which 
would afford fhade for an hundred men at 
once *. ‘This encouraged the Pheenicians 
afterwards to plant a garden there, in which 
they colle&ted all the plants of the three 
known parts of the world 4. | 


Assoon as the workmen were arriv’d, 
Cheres began his fort ; and as he refolv’d 
to fee it finifhd, he had time to receive an 
anfwer and thanks from. Aftartus : After 
which he put to fea again, and began to 
fail along the fhore towards the north. Pur- 
fuing the fame method they had obfery’d on 
the other fide, they ftopp’d firft at the river 
of Mountains, and afterwards at that of Ele- 
phants, names taken from the circumftarices 
of the places. ‘The inhabitants to the tro 


* Dapper, p. 383. | 
+ The Dutch have fince attempted to do the fame at 
the cape, with the addition of American plants. : 


pick 
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pick were pretty near the fame as thofe on 
the correfponding eaftern fide. He call'd | 
thofe which were neareft the cape, Grigri- 
quas ; and thofe neareft to the tropick, 
Namaquas. But in this whole extent the 
Phoenicians did not think it worth while to 
_ fettle either habitation or trade. 


As they proceeded, they faw, a little 
above the fouthern tropick, a very large 
river (the Bravagha ) : Cheres did not put 
them upon landing there, becaufe this river 
was border’d by frightful Defarts on the 
right and on the left, as far as they could 
fee ; neverthelefs, as he had already fail’d a. 
good way on the coaft of this weftern part 
of Africa, without having fix’d any factory 
for the benefit of the Pheenician trade, 
and for the conveniency of failors that might 
come hereafter, he intended to make a {et- 
tlement at the firft place where he lik’d the 
{oil : but he was likewife defirous it might 
be fomewhat nearer to the equator than the 
tropic, forafmuch as of all the countries inclue 
ded under the torrid zone, thofe which are 
neareft to the tropicks are the moft expos’d to 
the fcorching of the perpendicular rays of the 
fun, by the long ftay this planet makes, as well 
in thofe circles, as in thofe which are next 
to them. This obfervation has been al- 
ready made by Geminus * the aftronomer, 


* Elem. aftron. c.13. À 
Vo. Il. SE in 
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in the time of Auguftus, and quoting even 
Polybius, who liv’d in the time of Scipio. 
They at laft difcover’d three arms of a river 
united, the mouth of which made a very large 
round bay. This was what Cheres was the 
moft defirousof, becaufe having a pretty large 
fleet, he look’d upon a good port to be the 
greateft advantage for a place of fettlement ; 
and this prov’d to his wifh *. The water 
of thefe three arms 1s brackifh, and the 
Phœnician colony afterwards drew all the 
falt they had occafion for out of it ; but a 
little above, towards the equator, is a river 
of frefh water. Cheres mark’d out the 
ground for a fort and a city in the {pace 
between them, fituate about the twelfth de- | 
gree of fouth latitude. 


The country began here to be very 
champian ; and the plain, upon which were 
a few verdant hillocks, feem’d to be ex- 
tremely fertile, being cover’d with fruit-trees 
of different forts, fome common, and others 
known neither in Egypt nor Pheenicia, but 
as yet no inhabitant was to be feen ; Cheres 
imagining however that there pees be fome 
in the neighbourhood, and not knowing 
how they might be inclin’d to ftrangers, 
gave his people to underftand, that it was 


* Dapper calls it Catonbelle in the kingdom of Ben- 


guela, p. 375. 
highly 
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highly neceffary to have a place of arms, 
a place of defence, and a rendezvous, in 
cafe they fhould be oblig’d to hoftilities ; 
he therefore began his works with only the 
people he had brought with him ; they 
then amounted to more than twenty thou- 
fand men, who, one with another, Knew 
all arts: The hero himfelf put his hand 
to the work, and he form’d out of all the 
fhips companies a body of workmen under 
a governor, who by his-order and example 
gave direction to the whole. ‘Their horfes, . 
which were of no ufe to them for war= 
like expeditions, were very ferviceable for 
their carrying and drawing of burthens. 
The neighbouring defarts furnifh’d them 
| with more ftones and fand than they could 
have dug out of the richeft quarries ; but 
their only difficulty was, to find out thofe 
places which contain’d mines of iron, which 
were much more neceflary for the common 
fervices of life, and much fcarcer 1n thefe 
climates, than ‘gold-mines. | | 
Their works were confiderably advanc’d, 
and they began to have a fort, and the walls 
of a city, of far greater ftrength than all the 
habitations of the favages, which confifted 
only in hamlets, fome bigger, and fome lefs, 
inclos'd with hurdles. Cheres had already 
given it the name of New Tyre, and that 
of New Pheenicia to the plain in which he 
propos’d to fettle ; when he percety’d fome 
C 2 blacks 
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blacks on the eminencies, who came to fee 
their works : He order’d, that without giving 
over their work, they fhould let them come 
upto them, if they thought fit. ‘They ap- 
proach’d every day nearer by degrees, and 
at laft detached three of the moft likely of 
them with olive-branches in their hands, 
which, by a tacit confent, feems to be a 
- fymbol of peace with all nations. ’l'hefe men 
being come to the outermoft poft, made 
figns that they defir’d to {peak with the 
governor. Cheres immediately fent for his 
Ethiopians, and thofe who feem’d to be the 
moft ingenious among his rowers. One of his 
views in chufing thefe out of the captives of 
Sophir, was the hopes he had of finding in- 
terpreters among them ; for he imagin’d, with 
fome grounds, that as the country of Agyfimb, 
poflefs d by the Anthropophagi or Cani- 
bals, extended from the eaftern to the oppo- 
fite weftern fhore, there could be no very 
great difference in the language. He him- 
felf, by accuftoming thofe rowers to the 
Pheenician tongue, got as much knowledge 
as he could of theirs: So that, by affifting 
one another, they underftood that the eldeft 
of the three negroes, addrefling himfelf to 
Cheres, {poke in fubftance as follows : 


“ My Lorp! Tho’ the {mall number of | 
“ men and women, whom you may have 
“ obfery’d on thefe hills, and who have 
+ DOCS | 
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fent us to you, be as yet ftrangers in 
thefe parts, in which we have been but 
a very fhort time ; yet we fee by your 
complexion, by the fafhion of your ha- 
bits, and by the grandeur of your works, 
that you come from a nation more diftant 
and more happy than ours. We were 
inhabitants of Congo, a vaft country, 
which reaches from the river Coanfa to 
the river Gabon, under the equinoétial 
line: We fly from the bloody perfecu- 
tion of a king, of whom we have not 
had reafon to complain long ; but for a 
year laft paft he has abandon’d himfelf 
to the counfels of an inhuman minifter, 
who puts him upon exercifing fantaftical 
cruelties on his fubjects, for no other 
pretence but to prove the authority he 
has over them. ‘THefe evils might per- 
haps be of fhort duration; but we are ex- 
pos’d to another which 1s permanent, and 
even increafing : The chief temple of our 
Moquifies, or idols, is at Sogno, the refi- 
dence of our king. The barbarous priefts 
who facrifice in this temple, offer human 
victims to them, which they fend for fuc- 
ceffively out of every part of the king- 
dom *. Thefe cruel facrifices were never 


é 


* This fort of facrifices is mention’d in Dapper, p.360. 


fpeaking of the kingdom of Angola, which belongs te 
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offer d up heretofore, except at the en- 
trance of the new year ; but under the 
appearance of a greater piety, they have 
obtain’d the power of repeating them 
monthly ; and they clandeftinely fhare 
with the minifters the prefents made 
by the rich to be exempt from fo dire 
a fate. Therefore, as we forefaw that 
it would foon come to the lot of our 
families, who are poor, fome days ago we 
pais’d the Coanfa, partly in our canoes, 
and partly by fwimming, expecting to 
find fhelter in this uninhabited country. 
As foon as we perceiv’d your formidable . 
camp, we fear’d we were ran out of one 
danger into another : However, having 
firft obferv’d at a diftance, and afterwards 
nearer at hand, the behaviour of the nu- 
merous people under your command, we 
hop’d that men who were fo difciplin’d, 


and fo good-natur’d to one another, would 


be favourable to unfortunate perfons, who 
feek nothing but the fecurity of their 


dives. © 


Here Cheres interrupted the deputy, and 


told him, in a tone which gave him full 
affurance his hopes were not in vain, that 
his whole nation fhould find a father in him, 
and brethren in all that were about him : 
You fhall, added he, have the advantage of 
your own labours ; but, what is yet. more 


material, 
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material, you may, if you will, partake 
with us of the manners and cuftoms of civi- 
liz'd nations, to which you already deem 
more conformable than any of the people 
we have hitherto met with in our voyage. 
At thefe words the three negroes threw 
themfelves at Cheres’s feet ; and rifing again 
immediately, they told him, That thofe 
who had fent them to him had given them 
orders, upon receiving a favourable anfwer 
from him, to implore him to be their king. 
Cheres anfwer’d them; “ To be your 
“ king is not in my power: I am an 
‘€ Egyptian by birth, and of the kingdom 
‘ of Memphis: The fortune of a war be- 
“ cwixt the king of Memphis and another 
“ king of Egypt, has brought me into the 
hands of the Phoenicians, one of the two 
nations which compofe the army you fee 
before you. Having been favourably re- 
“ ceiv’d by them, I have -devoted my felf 
for a time to their fervice ; but when I | 
took upon me the command of their fleet, 
I declared, that after having attempted 
“to fettle their trade on all the coafts of 
Africa, I would return to my own coun- 
try, and fo put an end to my voyage, 
Nor can any of thofe I have under my 
command be your king, becaufe they 
“ themfelves are fubjeéts. -As their kings 
furnifh them with the means to vifit thefe 
€ diftant feas for no other end but to con- 

C 4 ‘ tribute 
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“ tribute to the happinefs of their people ; 
all they undertake is for the fervice of 
their fovereign. But I fhall not depart 
from this fhore, of which we were the firft 
who took pofleflion, ’till 1 have founded 
and fecur’d the dominion of the Pheeni- 
cians over it. By virtue of. the power 
invefted in me, I fhall leave a governor 
here, who fhall command in the name of © 
the king of Pheenicia, upon the conditions 
I have right given me to prefcribe, and 
to which he fhall be ty’d down by a 
folemn oath. Among the Pheenicians, 
my followers, I fhall make choice of him, 
who I think enters beft into my intention 
and views; which are, to render the 
very people we have conquerd happy, 
© and efpecially thofe who, like you, have 
fubmitted to us of their own free will. ” 


HE immediately: order d thefe deputies 
to bring all the families who follow’d them 
before him. He diftributed them into the 
fields round about the city, to cultivate the 
lands he made them proprietors of ; thereby 
to encourage them to work, and to trade, 
by bartering their commodities, and the 
produce of their hunting and fifhing, for all 
forts of ufeful and curious merchandizes 
which his fleet had brought. He had even 
the complaifance, or rather policy, to make 
the fhells which thefe fayages had brought 
3 ; along 
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along with them, and which ferv'd them 
inftead of money *, to pafs through his 
whole fleet. It was fome time before thefe 
wife fteps had their full effet: but from 
the beginning thefe black refugees were fo 
fatisfy’d with the government they were 
fall’n under, that they fent to Cheres the 
fame deputy, whom he had nominated to 
be always attending him as their agent. This 
deputy told Cheres, That his country-men, 
obferving that there was more good land in 
the plain than they could cultivate, offer’d 
to fend fome of their company privately, 
one by one, into their native country, to 
bring over other families, who would with 
joy accept of the conditions they themfelves 
were fo fatisfy’d with. Cheres anfwer’d 
them to this propofal, That he would re- 
ceive with the fame marks of friendfhip all 
thofe who would come of their own accord 
to this new habitation; but that he did not 
defign they fhould take any meafures to 
feduce the fubjects of a neighbouring king, 
with whom he would endeavour to eftablifh 
a commerce : That he even thought of fend- 
ing an ambaffly to him, before he knew of 
their efcape, or at leaft the place of their 
retreat ; and therefore he defired to be in- 
form’d of him, in what manner their king 


* This cuftom is yet in vogue on the coafts of Africa 
and America. Vid. Dapper on Africa, and father Lafi- 
teau of the manners of the favages of America. | 


recely’ 
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receiv'd ftrangers, and what was the pro- 
duét of their country ? 


Tue negro anfwer’d, That he had hardly 
ever feen any other ftrangers come to Congo 
but their neighbours, who inhabited a coun- 
try on the other fide of the line, call’d the 
kingdom of Guiney : Our king, added he, 
always receiv’d them very gracioufly, and 
they are allow’d a great liberty in our parts, 
to which they arrive in barks fomething 
larger than ours ; they come in fearch of 
precious ftones, elephants teeth, fo large that 
thofe of one elephant weigh two quintals ; 
but above all, of bezoar ftones, which are 
found in the head of thefe animals, and 
which’ are accounted of great ufe in phy- 
fick *: They are likewife curious in the 
skins of our buffalo’s, tygers, and above all 
of our beavers +, which are fo fcarce, that no 
one wears ‘em in Congo without the king’s 
leave : To conclude, they buy flaves which 
our king takes from among the roving na- 
tions which are in the middle of the coun- 
tries to the eaft of his kingdom. 


CHERES having got this information, fent 
away the negro, and made immediate prey | 
paration for the ambafly he defign’d, that 
he might not furprize the king with the 


* Dapper, P- 345, 346: + A fort of caftors. 
unexpected 
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unexpected. fight of a whole fleet. Inthe — 
mean time, as he was defirous to be perfectly 
inftruéted in the character of this prince, 
and his fubjeéts, with an eye to the fecurity 
of the trade that might be carry’d on with 
them, he took it into his head to be himfelf 
one of his own ambaffadors, conceal’d un- 
der a feign'd name. 


Bur before he departed he fent a veffel 
to demand a detachment from the colony of 
Sophir, greater than what he had fettled at 
the cape of the Paflage, becaufe New Tyre 
was actually a city. He defir’d however, 
that only one lieutenant might be fent at 
the head of this colony ; becaufe he had 
caft his eye upon one of the Pheenician off- 
cers who was with him, to command in chief 
the city, and the new inhabitants, who were 
come to him from Congo, and whom he 
had already difpers’d over the whole coun- 
try totill it. He wrote the fame account, 
but more at large, to Aftartus by another 
veflel. He nam/’d this officer to him, tho’ 
as yet he had not acquainted him with the 
dignity he defign’d him ; becaufe he would 
have the ambafly to the king of Congo de- 
rive its authority alone from the comman- 
der of the fleet. In fine, he added, That 
he would confer the title of viceroy on this 
new governors not only becaufe the real 
poffeflion of the territory, and the rule over 


people | 
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people who had freely and voluntarily fub- 
jected themielves to the Pheenicians, feem’d 
to require it, but to bring this chief into 
greater Re with the king of Congo, and 
the other neighbouring nations. 


ResoLvinG therefore to enter on his 
ambaffy before the anfwer came to his let- 
ters, he caufed two veflels of a middling 
fize to be equipp’d in a very handfome man- 
ner, and without any appearance of being 
fitted out for war. Himfelf, with the two 
other ambaffadors, one of heii was a Phe- 
nician, and the other a Taprobanian, were 
very neatly attird, as were all their at- 
tendants, without having any other arms, 
either offenfive or defenfive, but {words by 
their fides. Thefe two veffels were laden 
with all forts of neceffaries convenient in 
themfelves, and curious with refpeét to 
their fafhions and ornaments, Several coffers 
and cabinets, which were beautiful on the 
outfide, were fill’d with ftuffs of gold and 
filk of all colours, and, what was equally 
precious, with cloth of Tyre of a double 
purple dye, which were defign’d for pre- 
fents to the king and his officers. Thefe two 
veffels carry’d likewife a great quantity of 
other goods of lefs value, but all ufeful, 
the novelty of which could not but furprize 
the eyes of the favages. Althis people had 
grders to diftribute them among private 

| perfons, 
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_ perfons, with whom they might have con- 
cerns in the eftablifhment of their com- 
merce. 


AFTER thefe preparations, the two vef- 
fels, adorn’d with ftreamers at the tops of 
the mafts, which would have touch’d the 
water had they not been born up by the 
winds, came before Sogno, a city where 
the king refided, at the mouth of the Zairus, 
a great river which preferves the frefhnefs 
of its waters fixty miles within the fea * ; 
the courfe of it is almoft equidiftant from 
the Coanfa on the fide of the tropick, and 
the Gabon tnder the equator, and runs 
betwixt Angola on the fouth, and Loango 
on the north, two great provinces which 
compofe the kingdom of Congo. As foon 
as they came before the port, near enough 
to fee and be feen from the fhore, Cheres 
caus’d trumpets and kettle-drums to found 
upon the prows of the two veffels, which 
play’d during a whole hour the moft gay 
and lively tunes that had been compos’d in 
Phenicia. This fight drew all the inha- 
bitants of the city to the fhore. The king 
himfelf, whofe palace being only a timber- 
houfe, a little higher than the reft, had a 
profpect to the fea, was overjoy’d to fee 
fuch magnificent and gallant ftrangers, and 


_* Barrof. decad.z. c. 3. 
refoly’d 
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refolv’d to receive them with great marks 
of efteem and friendfhip. Cheres per- 
ceiving at a diftance what an effect his very © 
appearance had, immediately fent a long- 
boat on fhore all over painted and gilt, even 
to the very oars, to defire the head-ofhcer 
they fhould meet with at landing, to inform 
the king, that thefe two veflels had on 
board three ambaffadors from Cheres the 
Egyptian, reprefenting the perfons of the 
king of Pheenicia, and of the kings of Ta- 
probane, and commanding in their name a 
fleet compos’d of thefe two nations. He 
order’d them to declare previoufly, that 
thefe ambaffadors were only come with 2 
peaceful intention, to feek an alliance with 
the king, and to fettle a trade with his fub- 
jects. The king, purfuant to his natural 
inclination, anfwer’d, That the ambaffadors 
fhould be very welcome, and invited them 
to come immediately into the haven. 


Wuite this anfwer was bringing, the 
King’s minifter, who was ever mifchievous, 
either from deliberation or from cuftom, and 
who knew no better how to behave himfelf 
to ftrangers, who by their appearance might 
have commanded refpe&, than to a people 
under flavery, was blinded upon this occa- 
fion with a pride very ill-tim’d for his 
mañter : He perfuaded him, that it was of 
importance for him to let his grandeur ap- 

| pear 
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pear to the ambafladors of fo many kings, of 
whofe names they had made fuch a parade, 
and to terrify them with fome fight very 
different from what they had expos’d to 
view. He advis’d the king, in the firft 
place, to demand of them, at their firft 
audience, fuch proftrations as he did not 
exa&t from the ambafladors of the kings his 
neighbours, and that he fhould next let 
them fee the profound obedience of his fub- 
jets: By that, faid he, you will convince 
them how dangerous it will be to offend 
you, and divert them from undertakings 
which may be defign’d againft your domi- 
nions with this fleet they tell us of. 


THE ambafladors were made acquainted 
with this new form of falutation as foon as 
they landed. ‘The two other ambafladors, 
who talk’d in the Pheenician language only, 
that they might not be underftood by any 
but themfelves, faid to Cheres, that it would 
be impoffible to accept of thefe conditions : 
They reprefented to him, that befides the 
honour of Egypt, the name of which was 
re{pected by the whole world, they were 
to maintain the dignity of their kings, and 
even that of their own perfons, which they 
efteem’d far preferable to all the fpecies of 
animals they had met with in Africa. Cheres _ 
anfwer’d them with mildnefs ; That thefe 
fayages defery’d regard as they were fellow- 

creatures, 
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creatures, and that thofe nations which were 
now the moft civiliz’d, were at firft in the 
fame ftate as this. I muft own, continu’d 
he, that I feel a tendernefs for thefe people, 
in proportion to the need they ftand in of 
our affiftance ; but with confideration to 
our felves alone, the true honour of an am- 
bafly is to fucceed in the bufinefs propos’d, 
and difputes about ceremonies ought never 
to be a hindrance to a defign which is really 
advantageous : In a word, our whole bufi- 
nefs at prefent is to fettle you in Congo, 
and I forefee at a diftance that this affair 
will turn at laft to your advantage. 


Tue three ambaffadors therefore enter’d 
in a graceful manner into a great hut 
adorn’d with mats of different colours. The 
king was feated upon a throne of red wood, 
rais d by five fteps : He had a great num- 
ber of officers about him, of whom his prime 
minifter, ftanding, was the firft in rank. 
Cheres, to fhew an example to his two 
companions, fell immediately upon his 
knees on the ground ; nor did this prince, 
tho’ defcended from the moft noble blood 
in the world, difdain to touch with his 
forehead the loweft ftep of a throne on 
which was feated a black favage, more than 
_ half naked, having nothing on his body 
but fome ermins, nor any thing on his head 
but a cap loaded with feathers and ire" 
Oo 
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of ivory andcoral. Cheres then arofe, and 
gave an account of his commiffion, fuch as 
he had already declar’d. He defird the 
king’s friendfhip, in the name of Cheres the 
Egyptian, who was now incamp’d in an un- 
inhabited country on the other fide of the 
Coanfa, who at fea reprefented the king 
of Pheenicia, and the kings of Taprobane, 
in whofe name, he affur’d the king of 
Congo, that they defir’d nothing more than 
to fettle a trade in his country, which would 
be advantageous even to his own people. 
The fayage king, who could not take his 
eyes off of this ambaffador, whofe phyfiog- 
nomy feem’d to have fomething in it fupe- 
rior to other men, was more and more 
| afham’d of the error he had been led into: 
To repair it therefore in fome meafure, as 
foon ‘as Cheres had finifh’d his difcourfe, 
he camie down from his throne, took: -him 
by the hand, and affur'd him, that he who 
had fent him, and the kings he had nam’d, 
fhoutd always find him a fincere friend, 
and a faithful ally. He gave full power to 
him and his people to enter into fuch arti- 
cles of trade with his fubje&s as might be 
of mutual advantage to both. Upon this 
Cheres begg’d the king to go and view- 
without-doors the prefents he had to offer, 
which the hall of audience would not have 
contain’d,’ tho’ there had been no body in 
it. Whilé the king was admiring the mag- 
Vou IL - nificence 
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nificence of them, the minifter interrupted him, 
very difagreeably, to fhew him on the fummit 
of a very high tower of wood three negroes, 
who only waited for his order to caft them- 
felves down in the fight of all the people, 
Cheres, whofe grief it was impoffible for 
him to ftifle, faid immediately to the king, 
“« Sire, Such a fpeétacle is fo contrary to J 
our cuftoms, that I cannot forbear ac- 
quainting your majefty it would be an 
affront offer’d to us, which I cann’t be- 
lieve is your intention.” ‘The king in- 
ftantly gave orders to his minifter to go up 
himfelf to the top of the tower, and to ac- 
quaint thefe three men that the ftrangers had | 
fay’d their Ed 


_ Iw the mean time thefe new guefts had 
difpers’d themielves through all Sogno, and 
fll'd thefe poor people with a joy as yet 
unknown to them. They gave them notions 
of trade which they never had before ; they 
bought of them a great number of things 
they had no need of, only to let them into 
the nature of barter, informing them at the | 
fame time what were the choiceft productions J 
of their country which foreigners would the 
moft defire, that they might make provifion 
‘of them. The Egyptian priefts heal’d their 

_ fick and wounded, with an extreme good- 
nature, and wonderful fuccefs ; whereas 
their common phylicians were wont (oO ex- 
| : . pote 
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pofe them to operations more cruel and 
more dangerous than their ailments. 


O x the other hand, Cheres, who per 
ceiv’d that the king had a regard for him, 
took the advantage of it to difcourfe with 
him as often as he could. He taught him 

maxims of equity with refpeét to govern- 
ment ; he inform’d him after what manner 
the kings of polite nations treated their fub- 
jects ; and fometimes, to heighten his ideas, 
he told him, That their power did not con- 
fift in a tyrannical authority, but was 
ounded in the hearts and in the love of 
their people. He added, That if he defir’d 
o fettle a real commerce with the moft 
Mrenowned nations of the earth, as he feem’d 
nclin’d to do, he muft in fome meafure 
embrace their manners : That they would: 
have no fatisfaction in coming to a country 
o be eye-witneffes of maflacres without any 
orm or fhadow of juftice : That ftrangers 
ould not believe there was a fufficient 
mcnce againft crimes, and confequently would 
ot think their perfons fecure, in a kingdom. 
where punifhments, which ought to be re- 
erv'd for thieves and murderers, were in- 
 Micted on the innocent, at the meer caprice. 
of the prince : That, in fhort, he did not 
onceive how he himfelf could be fafe from 
he moft open affaults, having no threats ta 
rrify thofe with, who fhould fet upon his _ 
fy D 2 Re à 
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life, than fuch as he a daily in execution 


againft even thofe who were ready to dé- | 
fend it. 


Tue king, mov’d with this difcourfe, 
{aid to Cheres, That tho’ he was fenfible of 
the inferiority of his knowledge ‘to that of 
polite nations, he always had a fecret re- J 
Inétance at thefe cruelties, which he was 
oblig’d to exercife : But, added he, we are | 
guided here by priefts and foothfayers, who | 
know all the fecrets of our moquifies, and | 
threaten me and my people with the moft J 
terrible difafters, if we refift their counfels | 
ever fo little. Our idols, who have at all 
times requir’d human victims of ‘them, were 
formerly fatisfy’d with having them offer'd | 
once in a year, but now infift on this facri- 
fice every moon. My minifter, who is ap- 
‘pointed me by the priefts themfelves, has 
given me to underftand, that to keep my 
fubjeéts in a continual difpofition to give up 
their lives upon the firft fummons from the 
moquifies, I ought to ufe them to part as 
eafily with them at the firft fignal from their 
king. Cheres immediately ‘reply’d ; Myl 
lord, What greater misfortune can: the ‘gods 
pour down upon you and your people, than 
‘to fuffer you thus to authorize your priefts 
_who are their murderers, by making your- 

felf a murderer ‘of your fubje@s? You 
will by this conftrain them to defert you 
“ ~ Kingdom 
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kingdom one by one, if not in crowds, and 
to deliver you as a prey to the firft enemy 
that may offer to feize your dominions. Be- 
lieve me, fire, every religion which repre- 
fents the gods as cruel, and all politicks 
that tend to make kings wicked, are the in- 
ventions of bad men. | 


‘THESE laft words were a little too hard 
for a favage to digeft, who was infatuated 
with a fuperftition, which no arguments 
were capable of removing : fo he left Che- 
res without making him any anfwer. But 
that was not all. The king himfelf would : 
not have been fecure of his life if he had 
fhewn indifference to the leaft hint of the 
will of the idols fignified by the priefts. 
Diodorus * relates, that the priefts of Meroe 
in Ethiopia fent a meflage to their king, , 
whenever they pleafed, to command him to 
@ lay down his life. . They acquainted’ him, 
M that the gods had order'd it fo, and that it 
1} would be a crime to violate a command 
from them. They added feveral other ar- 
guments proper to impofe on weak minds, 
and the ancient kings fubmitted to. thefe 
unjuft orders. Ergamenes, who reign’d at 
Meroe about the time that the Ptolomies 
reign’d in Egypt, and who was inftruéted 
in the Grecian philofoghy; was the Grft 


À Lib. 35 
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who prefum’d to oppofe this fuperftition. 
Having form’d, fays this hiftorian, a refo- 
lution truly worthy of a king, he with his | 
army attack’d the fortrefs in which was for- 
merly the golden temple of the Ethiopians, 
He there caus’d the throats of all the priefts 
to be cut, and inftituted a new worfhip, 
more conformable to the idea men ought to 
have of the gods. Cheres had his thoughts 
bent upon fomething of the like kind ; but 
being unwilling to do any thing in the leaft 
repugnant to the laws of nations, he waited 

for proper times and occafions. 


H 15 hopes were not in vain, and he foon 
acquir’d a right to deliver this unhappy peo- 
ple, and their king himfelf, from oppreffion ; 
by revenging an injury done to his embafly, 
and to the two nations he commanded. As 
he had been above a month in Sogno, the 
priefts, befides the information they had | 
from the minifter, had time to difcover, that — 
the chief ambaffador held frequent confe- 
rences with the king ; which they fufpeéted 
were not in favour of their intrigues. They 

might have found opportunities enough of 
difcuffing the matter with Cheres himfelf. — 
He had more than once attempted to dif- 
courfe with them; but had found them men 
of unfociable tempers, who even affected to | 
Jook upon thefe ftrangers as prophane per- 
fons, and to turn afide from them = 
ie they 
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they came in their way. They therefore 
fent a deputation in form to the king, by 
whom they denounc’d, in the name of their 
Moquifies, the approaching downfal of his 
empire; if he did not immediately expel 
thofe ftrangers, who only aim’d to abolith 
their worfhip, and to change their religion. 
The king being terrify’d, and confirm’d in 
his fear by the minifter, was not a moment 
in determining to fend an order to the am- 
baffadors to quit the city and port with all 
their people that very day. Cheres with 
joy obey’d a command which gave him right 
to take another title than that of ambaflador 
and gueft. He left a general regret at part- 
ing in the hearts of thefe people, who faw 
themfelves abandon’d without confolation to 
the barbarity of their priefts. However, he 
put himfelf under fuch a reftraint, that he 
wou’d not give them any hopes, which 
might difcover his defign. This was fuffi- 
cient to keep it a profound fecret : For the 
king confiding entirely in the fecret revela~ 
tions thefe foothfayers. boafted of, neglected 
all human precaution, and left whatever 
concern’d the fafety of his perfon and king- 
dom to their care, F 


However, the expulfion of the ambafla- 
dors gave occafion to a great ‘number: of 
other families of Congo to follow the exam- 
ple of the former, and to retire towards 
‘ | D 4 New 
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New Pheenicia. ‘Therefore Cheres, while 
he return’d by fea, carry’d away by land, 
without his knowledge, inhabitants enough 
to form a whole nation. He had given or- 
ders to the Pheenician captain, whom he had 
left in his place when he went upon the | 
ambafly, to form the favages he had already 
taken under his protection to military exer- 
cifes, that they might be able to defend not 
only themfelves but the Pheenicians in their 
hew fettlement. He took the fame care 
with regatd to thofe who came afterwards, 
But he limited them in fuch manner to. the 
defenfive alone, that he refws’d their fuc- | 
cours when they offer’d to accompany him 
at his fecond departure for Congo, Hetold 
them, that a commander of a civiliz’d peo- 
ple was not come thither to teach them to 
bear arms againft their own country. He 
added, that he himfelf was not going to 
wage war with the inhabitants of Congo, 
who had given him no caufe for complaint, 
and for whims he had a great affection, 
That he had no defign againft their king, 
m whom he had difcover’d a perfec good 
eharacter, and a real love for his fubjeéts 
‘That he only meant to open his eyes with 
regard to his priefts, by exterminating thefe 
only authors of his involuntary cruelties. 
But:that to “remove all fufpicion of 
having attempted to engage fubjects in 

revolt againft their foyereign, he dr 


employ 
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employ none but his old troops in this ex- 
pedition. 


Cueres departed therefore from the haven 
of New Tyre, with amagnificence far greater, 
but of another kind, than that of his am- 
bafly. It was indeed rather to command 
refpeét and fear in the minds of thefe favage 
people, and to give them an idea of the 
power of civiliz’d nations, than any neceflity 
he had for many troops, that he went againft 
them with a naval force. The inhabitants 
of thefe coafts had no knowledge of any 
other attacks but incurfions and furprizes, 
nor of other defences than by crowds brought © 
together in hafte, in which they fhew’d more 
courage than difcipline. Cheres us’d there- 
fore often to tell his officers, that their vic- 
tories over fuch enemies could have nothing 
in them worthy of praife, but the ufe they 
could make of them. His defign, however, 
was not to fhew all his fleet in the haven of 
Sogno at firft. But having obferv’d, during 
his refidence in this city, that the temple 
was fituated on the fouth fide, without the 
walls, and refolving not to give the priefts 
time to efcape, he went before, with the 
fix largeft of his veflels, to land at this 
place-in the night. Accordingly at break 
of day the temple was environ’d, without 
any oppofition, by four thoufand men, com- 
pleatly arm’d from head to foot. The body 

| of 
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of the fleet confifting ftill of more than 
thirty veflels, of différent forts and fizes, | 
enter’d at the fame time into the port, pub- 
lifhing every where, that they defign’d no | 
harm to the people, but putting all to the | 
fword who made any refiftance. The com- | 
manders having only to deal with favages, 
‘who miftrufted nothing, took the king and 
his minifter alive, in purfuance of the or- 
ders given them. ‘They not only fpar’d all 
the women and children; but fending thro’ : 
the whole city thofe who were acqnainted 
as well with it as the greater part of the | 
inhabitants, by their laft voyage thither, | 
they in lefs than three hours, of themfelves, 
appeas’d the tumult they had rais’d. 


_ CHERESs, who ftill guarded the temple 
with his four thoufand men, fent for the 
king and his minifter, to be eye-witnefles of | 
the execution he was going about. There, 
in the prefence of the chief men of the city, 
and of a great number of the people, who 
were not fuffer’d to advance but in great 
order, Cheres thus addrefs’d himfelf to the 
king, who was in a deep confternation t6 
fee the face of his ambaffador in the com- 
mander of this victorious fleet. Infatuated 
king, faid he, who have fuffer’d yourfelf 
to be brought to your fall, by the bloody 
means which ‘your abominable priefts pre- 
fcrib’d, in order to fecure you from it, you 
| will 
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will now fee the accomplifhment of their 
falfe and ignorant prediétions fall on their 
own heads. And thou, mifcreant, added 
he, turning to the minifter, thou who haft 
been accomplice with the thieves and mur- 
therers fhut up in this den, prepare to par- 
take of the punifhment of thofe with whom 
thou haft fhar’d the riches. The minifter 
at this reproach began to juftify himfelf : 
But his mouth was foon ftopp’d by the 
teftimony of the moft confiderable inhabi- 
tants, who accus’d him to his face of having 
receiv'd prefents from them to be exempted 
from the number of the viétims. ?Twas an 
additional mortification to the king, to hear 
from the month of a ftranger, what pafs’d, 
without his knowledge, in the heart of his 
dominions. 


CHERE S then caus’d it to be proclaim’d 
by found of trumpet round the temple, and 
the college of the priefts, which encom- 
pafs’d it, that they might fend out their 
wives and children, to whom no harm fhould 
be done. They receiv’d noimmediate anfwer 
to this proclamation, but in a moment after 
they faw the whole building in flames. 
Thefe defperadoes having with attention 
obferv'd from within what was done and 
faid without, chofe rather to bury their 
fhame under their own afhes, than to ex- 
pofe themfelves to the examination of a 
| ie Welle 
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well-inftruéted judge, to the curfes of an 
incenfed people, and to the rigour of a pu- 
nifhment, the nature of which the conque- 
ror had not yet declar’d. ‘The fire, which 
burnt every where with equal fury, and | 
feem’d for a long time as if carefully ftirr’d 
up, confum’d in two hours this edifice, | 
which, though extreamly large, was built | 
only of timber and canes. 


WHueEN the flames were out, for want of 
fuel to feed upon, fo frightful. were the 
ruins of this conflagration, that in fome bo- | 
dies they could hardly diftinguifh aremain- | 
der of form. Cheres turning to the ftand- | 
ers-by, faid : People of Congo, it is a vifi- | 
ble effect of the favour of the gods towards 


you, that the fentence pronounc’d by thefe 
wretches againft themfelves has deftroy’d 
the very feeds of their barbarous fuperftition, 
which a motive of compailion would per- 
haps have inclin'd me to preferve in their 
wives and children. But it is not enough 
that we have abolith’d a falfe and criminal 
worfhip; we muft raife upon the ruins of it 
one, which is founded upon reafon, and 
worthy of the deity to whom it fhall_be 
offer d. It is not my defign to oblige you 
to receive by force the particular gods of 
Egypt, Phoenicia, or the Indies ; but all the 
nations of the world agree in a general idea 
ofa wed being, the author and preferver of 

nature, 


number of gods will only be the number of 
his attributes or his favours. You have in 


your deliverance a fignal caufe for celebrat- 
ing his goodnefs : I will therefore affift you 


in laying the foundation of a temple to be 
confecrated to the good gods.* TI have in 


my company Egyptian priefts, who are al 


lowed to be the moft learned of all men in 
divine worfhip. They fhall inftruét you 


whatever is neceffary in this article, which 
is of the greateft confequence of all others, 


as well to the ftate, as to every particular 
member of tt. They will tell you, that tho’ 
goodnefs, love of mankind, and a defire of 
rendring them happy, be the principal lights 


in which we are to view a deity, efpecially 


in oppofition to the horrid and impious ideas 
your priefts attempted to give you of him: 
This fame bounteous deity is neverthelefs a 
wrathful deity againft all forts of crimes 
and injuftice, againft kings who are-enemies 


to, and perfecutors of their people, and 


againft fubjeéts who are rebels and ‘traitors 


to their kings. Cheres ended this difcourfe 


by telling them, that the day having been 


* Cicero de Nat. Deor. 3. 34: mentions the inferip- 


tion Bonorym DEoruM put upon the ancient temples 
LÀ 


of Greece. . 


fufficiently 
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nature. If the gods of every nation are 
only feveral fymbols under which they re- 
prefent the different perfections, or the dif- 
ferent gifts of this only fovereign being, the 
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fufficiently employ’d by thefe firft meafures . 
he had juft taken concerning religion, he 
would the next day take care of what con= | 
cern’d their political government ; that in J 
_a few days they fhould know the fate of | 
their king and his minifter, of whom he 
would take care; and that in the mean time. 
every one might return to. his own home, 
in peace, and behave himfelf juft as if no 
manner of alteration had happen’d in the 
kingdom. | 


As foon as the crowd was difpers’d, he 


caus’d the king to be conduéted, without 


{peaking to him, to the houfe which ferv’d 
him for a palace. He fet a very fecure 
guard upon him, leaving him the choice of 
fix perfons, either of his family or his fer- — 
vants, to attend him, who were not allow’d 
to correfpond with any one from without, 
*tillfurther orders. But for the minifter, he 
was chain’d down by himfelf in a lower 
prifon, there to wait his doom. 


| Tue two following days, Cheres and the 
moft prudent of the Phoenicians, founded 
the opinions of the chief inhabitants of Sog- 
no. with refpect to their king. They ap- 
pear’d to be very much in his favour ; and 
thefe people, though favages, had equity 
enough to difcern his natural goodnefs thro’ 
ce cruelties which the priefts and his mini- 

| ftex 
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fter had compell’d him to exercife. Not 
but that Cheres was before fatisfy’d of this 
difpofition of their minds, by the difcourfes 
he had held with them at feveral times: 
but as his defign was to replace the king 
upon his throne, he was glad to have this 
| formal teftimony from the people, that the 
king might have the greater affection for his 
fubjeéts, to whom he would partly be oblig’d 
for his reftoration, and that the fubjeds 
| might be the more ftriétly devoted to a king 
in fome meafure of their own eleétion. 
Therefore on the morning of the third day, 
he caus’d a ftage to be erected on one fide 
of the fquare, on which was plac'd a throne 
of five fteps; and on the other fide, but 
fomething lower, a fcaffold. All the ma- 
rines being partly difpers’d in. the feveral 
quarters of the city, and partly drawn up 
in the fquare, the king and his minifter 
were brought thither. The minifter was 


firft plac'd upon the fcaffold on his knees, — 


with his face turn’d towards the people, 
and behind him was an executioner, who, 
held him bound. Cheres, follow’d by the 
Phœnician officer, who had been the fecond 
ambaffador, afcended the ftage on the other 
fide, and then the king was fet on it, guard- 
ed by four men, who, however, did not 
lay hands on him. There, all ftanding at 
the foot of the throne, Cheres, having pre- 
par d his fpeech in the language of the 
| | | | ‘ country, 
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country, that he might be underftood by 
every body, fpake as follows : ‘ Mani, 
“(which was the king’s proper name) your f 
“ dominions belong to the Pheenicians by a 
‘ conqueft fo much the more juft, as their 
« firft intention was not to deprive you of | 
them. This nation, which boafts of 
being the eldeft daughter of Egypt, the 
‘ancient country of all the gods, and the 
origin of all nations, did not difdain to 
fend an ambaffy to a favage king like 
you. This fleet, which had already been | 
* viétorious upon all the coafts of Africa | 
‘« on which it had cruiz’d, inftead of be- | 
ginning with you by declaring war, and | 
* reducing you. to flavery like your neigh. 
‘ bours, gave you the preference by feck- | 
ing your friendfhip, and offering you their | 
alliance, to inftruct and guide you in what 
‘< manner you ought to haye receiv’d them. 
€ Their ambafly appear’d in fplendour be- 
‘ fore your haven. ‘The Pheenicians con- 
“ verted their formidable power into a po- 
“lite magnificence, and their invincible 
forces into rich prefents. You were pleas’d 
“ to be infenfible of thiefe plain marks. 
“© You infulted the ambaffadors of. civiliz’d 
nations, to whom you ow’d refpeét. You 
“ made thofe men, whofe fociety was an 
honour to You, proftrate themielves be- 
fore you. . Not fatisfy’d with this affront, 
< sei drove thefe ambaffadors from your 
“ capital 


“~ 
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capital city, at a time when they were 
heaping their bounties upon it, and en- 
deavouring by counfels directed to your- 
felf, and confolations with refpe& to your 
people, to foften the fuperftitious cru- 
elty of your adminiftration. Notwith- 
ftanding all this, the Phoenicians, though 
injur'd, and at the fame time in power, 
now change their juft refentment into fa- 
vour. They reftore you to your throne, 
and put you again in pofleflion of your 
dominions. ‘Their protection and the free 
and voluntary intercourfe they confent to 
carry on with your people, will make 
this pofleflion more fecure than it was be- 
fore, while your negligence and ignorance 
of every thing that was tranfacted within 
and without your dominions, laid you 
open to. the invafion of every other na- 
tion, which might not have had the can- 
dour of the Egyptians, nor the modera- 
tion of the Pheenicians : But as you are 
a conquer’d king you muft now render 
that homage to the Phenicians which is 
their due. ‘The Phenician commander, 
whom you fee here with me, and who © 
was my fecond ambaflador, 1s the perfon 
whom, ‘by virtue of the general commif- 
fion given me, 1 conftitute viceroy of 
New Pheenicia, which we have founded 
and eftablifh’d on the other fide of the 
river of Coanza. It isto him, as repre- 
Vou. di. E “ fentauve 
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“ fentative of the king of Pheenicia, that 
“ vou are now to direct your homage. ” 


CHERES immediately caus’d this officer | 
to afcend the throne, and making the king 
kneel upon the ftage, he commanded him 
to bow his forehead to the lowermoft ftep 
of the throne. He then acquainted him, 
that the form of his homage would be read 
to him, and that he muft repeat it aloud, 
phrafe by phrafe, upon his knees. This 
form was drawn up in the following terms. | 
“ I, the king of Congo, reftor’d by Cheres 
the Egyptian, commanding a fleet of the 
king of Pheenicia, and of the kings of Ta- 
_ probane, who had conquer’d and made me 
prifoner, make an open and folemn confef- 
fion of the injuries I by evil advice was in- 
duc’d to offer the noble ambafladors who f 
bore the names of Egypt, Phoenicia, and 
Taprobane, civiliz’d nations I ought to have 
refpeéted. I acknowledge the king of Phe- 
nicia my lord and fovereign, to whom I 
fwear, by the name of the gods, fubmiffion, 
fidelity, and fervice. I likewife acknow- 
ledge Aferymus, the Pheenician, now fitting 
on my throne, as viceroy of New Pheeni- 
cia, founded on the confines of my dominions, 
I promife to receive and follow the counfels 
and inftructions which he fhall give me, in 
order to cultivate a trade in my kingdom, | 
which may be agreeable to the king of 

| Pheenicia, 
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Pheenicia, whofe vaffal I declare myfelf to 


be, in my own name and in the name of 
my fucceflors. * ” 


Tuewn Cheres caus'd the king to rife up, 
and having bid him afcend the throne, from 
whence the Pheenician was juft defcended, he 
thus ipoke tohim: “ King of Congo, the 
Pheenicians for ever forget the injuries you 
have done them; knowing you were not 
the firft author of them, but that they 
alone proceeded from the fuggeftions of your 
minifter, and the threats of your priefts. It 
is for the fame reafon they reftore you the 
fovereign power over your people, who, 
having been ftriétly examin’d for thefe two 
B days paft, have born teftimony of your 
equity, and of your natural goodnefs, of 
which I was likewife convinc’d. If the 
cruelties you have exercis’d over them had 
been of your own imagination, we fhould 
have fet another king to rule over them : 
But they have defir’d your reftoration, If 
they have render’d you this juftice, at a 
time when all outward appearances were 
againft you; if they were faithful to you 
when you abandon’d them to the barbarity 
of your priefts ; what affection, what zeal 
have you not reafon to expect from them, 


* In the year 1660. a king of Congo, being reftor’d 
by the Portuguefe, became vaffal to Don Sebaftian, king 
of Portugal. V. Dapper, p. 358. 
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s2 The Life of SETROS. 
when jbeing convinc’d of the folly of a fuper- f 
ftition, which we have now fubverted and 
punifh’d, you will rule over them with a 
gentle and reafonable authority? As an | 
agreeable and advantageous commerce can- | 
not be fupported but with people who are | 
contented and quiet ; the Pheenicians, whofe 
intereft it is that you govern yours with 
goodnefs, have no lefs intereft to keep them | 
to the obedience they owe you. ” 


Cueres had hardly done fpeaking, when 

the king, touch’d with the wifdom which 
appear’d in all the conduét and in the whole 
difcourfe of his conqueror, defcended from 
histhrone, and told him, in a manner not ex-| 
pcéted from a favage: “ My lord, the Phe- 
nicians ought to be fatisfy’d with the tefti- 
monies of refpeét and dependency you have 
made me pronounce with regard to them: 
but I am not fatisfy’d with myfelf with re- 
gard to you. Suffer me of my own accord 
to acknowledge in you a man fuperiour to 
them.as well as me. ‘What favourable deity 
‘has’plac’d you at the head of their fleet, to 
‘bring welfare and happinefs even to thof 
nations who refift your favours? Your vic-§ 
‘tory could ‘alone deliver me from the cruel 
‘oppreffion of our priefts and foothfayers. ‘I 
is impoffible for my fubjects to rejoice mort 
‘than I do at the extinétion of their worhhip 
and their race: Nothing fhall ‘hinder me fo 

; the 
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the future from regarding my fubjeéts as my 
children. ” Here the king was interrupted 
by the acclamations by which the people 
exprefs’d their affection for him, and the 
confidence they had in the fincerity of his 
promifes. Cheres gave a free courfe to their 
joy for fome time, and then making a fign 
with his hand for them to be filent, he faid 
to the king : My lord, reafcend your throne; 
you know the bufinefs of this day is not yet 
compleated. 


AT the fame time, turning towards the 
minifter, who waited his fentence on his 
knees on the fcaffold : “ And thou, wretch 
as thou art, faid he, who art to be the victim 
and the feal of the publick joy ; thou know- 
eft, that if thy punifhment was to be pro- 
portion’d to the number of thy fellow-fub- 
jects, which thy confederacy with the priefts 
has caus’d to be flaughter’d, all the parts of 
thy body would not fuffice for the torments 
thou ought’ft to fuffer. But I don’t pretend 
to excite or nourifh in the people a tafte of 
vengeance. It is juftice,and not paffion,which 
ought to diétate the punifhments of crimi- 
nals. 1 won’t even countenance a power in 
your kings to affli& arbitrary punifhments, 
which is one of the moft finifter tokens of 
tyranny. In a well-regulated ftate there 
ought only to be determin’d degrees of pu- 
nifhments, as near as can be proportion’d to 

| & 3 the 
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the enormity of different crimes; the rigour 
of which may ferve to terrify the wicked, 
but muft not be fubfervient to the cruelty 
either of the prince or people. Even upon 
this fuppofition thy punifhment would be 
yet dreadful : But confidering the apprehen- 
fion of death thou haft already lain under 
for three days, as well as the mortifications 
thou baft gone thro’ in that time; or rather, 
becaufe pity is fatisfy’d with lefs reparation 
than juftice; I have referv’d for thee the 
eafieft and fhorteft of all deaths, beheading, | 
i had thoughts even of faving thy life, but | 
all circumftances examin’d, thy pardon is 
impracticable. ‘Thy country can have no 
compleat fecurity but in thy death; and | 

there would always be room left to appre- 
hend, that the complacency of thy king 
might reftore thee to hisfavour.” To this à 
the minifter only anfwer’d ; ‘“ If you would [| 
grant me my life, don’t believe I would ac- | 

cept of it. I, as well as the king, and all 
this people, are fenfible of the equity, and | 
even of the humanity which prefides over | 
all your defigns, and governs all your fteps. | 
I have deferv’d death, and death alone can | 
put a pericd to my remorfe. , All I prefume 
is, to recommend to your favour a young 
wife and a child of five years of age, whom 
I leave behind me. You need not be appre- 
henfive of my crimes being reviv’d in them ; 
my wife eyer difapproy’d of them, and a 
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will take care to bring up my fon in princi- 
ples directly oppofite to thofe I have un- 
happily purfued.” Cheres immediately an- . 
{wer’d him: ** Malefaétors who at theirdeath 
confefs their crimes, are worthy of fome fa- 
vour. Thy requeft is granted on my part, 
and the king, who hears me, won't refufe 
the accomplifhment of it.” Cheres upon that 
turning his eyes away, gave a fignal to the 
executioner, who with one blow of his fci- 
metar ftruck off his head, which made three 
rebounds upon the {caffold. 


CHERES then faid to the king: “ My 
lord, the circumfpeétion I have us’d in tak- 
ing away the life of a very great criminal 
may fhew you of what value the lives of 
the innocent are among civiliz’d nations. — 
By condemning your minifter, I have fay’d 
you the concern it would have been to you 
to have done it,  Befides, a king fhould ne- 
ver pronounce a fentence of death himfelf. 
He ought to leave the trials of malefaétors 
to tribunals. of juftice, and only referve to 
himfelf the moderation of punifhments, or 
the pardon of the condemned, when he 


™ thinks fuch an example may be of more 


advantage than the execution of the fen- 
tence. King of Congo, and you his fubjeéts, 
I from this inftant lay down the authority I 
® have exercis’d for three days, as your con- 

| queror, becaufe I believe it of no farther 
E 4 fervice 
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fervice to you. I take upon me the condi- 
tion of a ftranger and a gueft; and for the 
-fhort time I have yet to ftay amongft you, | 
I fhall concern myfelf no otherwife with | 
your king, than by giving him my advice. | 
I réftore you to the obedience you owe to 
him, and I fhall exhort him to make fuch 
ufe of it as can’t be beneficial to you with. | 
out being fo to himfelf, forafmuch as the 
real interefts of a king and his people are 
infeparable. ” 


CHERES was punctual to his word: He | 
gave every where the place of honour to | 
the king ; tho’ he oblig’d him to’ yield it out | 
of compliment in his own dominions to the | 
viceroy of New Pheenicia ; on condition that | 
this viceroy fhould, for that very reafon, do 
him the fame honour, if he went to vifit 
him in his new fettlement. Applying him. 
felf next to matters of greater concern, he | 
got the king’s approbation to the plan of | 
a temple facred to the good gods, as | 
given by the Egyptian priefts. He con- 
fented to leave two of them in Congo to 
inftitute the new worfhip, and to inftruét 
the people : And thefe two priefts propos’d 
in time to prevail upon more of their com- 
panions from Memphis, to partake of their 
cares, and to extend them : the revenues of 
the former priefts being from that time af- 
fign’d them. 

CHERES 
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CHERES concerted with the king feveral 
regulations expedient for favages, who, con- 
fider’d as fuch, were pretty docile; but fo 
plain as to be retain’d without the help of 
writing, of which thefe people had no know= 
ledge. They fupply’d the place of it how~ 
ever, by certain figns cut or engraven, the 
invention or interpretation of which feem’d 
to {peak a great deal of ingenuity in them : 
But this is the very caufe of inferiority in 
people who are favage, barbarous, or lefs 
inftruéted than others. ‘They are oblig’d 
to fpend fo much of their endeavours and 
time to attain a knowledge of thefe figns, 
that they have almoft none left for the ftudy 
of the things themfelves*. Cheres defir’d 
to fee the inhabitants of Congo juft in trade, 
and happy in their way; but he chofe ra- 
ther to make them traétgble than polite. He 
thought it was for the intereft of mankind 
in general, that there were favages, or men 
who knew neither the ornaments of the 
mind, nor the conveniencies of life. The 
fatigues and dangers in their huntings after 
wild beafts, which furnifh us with the 
fcarceft skins and moft precious furs; their 
excurfions, or rather tedious journies into 


* This is juft the cafe of thofe intricate methods for » 
learning the {ciences, which require more time than the 
en themfelyes would, if taught by an eafy me- 
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the moft inward parts of the continent, over 
unfordable rivers, and inacceflible moun- | 
tains, in fearch of medicinal plants or fub- | 
ftances, and feveral other produétions of 
nature, are labours for which the leaft idea | 
of a more gentle occupation would not fail | 
of giving them diftafte. He had, however, | 
views fomething more advantageous for the 
refugees in New Pheenicia, whither he 
haften’d to return. He left at Sogno only a 
fa&tory or fettlement for trade, which was to 
be dependent, as upon its centre, upon that 
he was going to eftablifh at New Tyre. 


As Cheres had employ’d near a year in | 
his two voyages to Congo, he found at New 
Tyre thecolony he expected ; and an anfwer | 
from Aftartus, who advis’d him, that he ex- 
treamly approv’d of the choice he had made 
in Afyremus for viceroy: And though they 
both knew the impartiality-of Aftartus, and 
his zeal for the benefit of the expedition, 
he very much furpriz’d them by an account, 
that the day after he had receiv’d the news, 
he had difpatch’d propofals to the court of 
Pheenicia, to make him intendant of the 
weftern commerce. It would be fuperflu- 
ous to relate here the anfwer which Afyre- 
mus made on this account, full of acknow- 
ledgments and refpect. The bare rela- 
tion of a fettlement fo favourable as this of 
New Pheenicia had engag’d the greater part 


of 
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of thofe who compos’d the colony, newly 
arriv’d, to bring all forts of merchandizes, 
as to a city of trade open to all the weftern 
coafts of Africa : They found likewife a. 
vend for them in the fequel, and that with. 
out waiting very long for if. | 


IMMEDIATELY after the inftallation of the 
viceroy, Cheres was thoughtful of giving a 
proper form to this new ftate, As for the 
inhabitants of the city, who were Pheeni- 
cians, iflanders of Taprobane, and even 
Ethiopians, he had no innovations to make. 
With regard to religion, they had their fe- 
veral priefts ; and with refpeét to the civil 
government, they were all oblig’d to con- 
form to the laws of the Pheenicians. All his 
care was for the inhabitants of the country, 
natives of Congo, who were not to be treated 


like flaves, as at Sophir; nor even as fer- 


vants, as at Menuthias. - 


He had taken care from the beginning, to 
have them inftructed, in his abfence, by the 
Egyptian priefts he left behind him. They 
had apply’d themfelves to this miniftry with 
a great deal of zeal and goodnefs, and had 
already fucceeded very well in it. A reli- 
gion which tends very much to morality, 
as was that of the priefts of Memphis, is 
alone fufficient to foften the moft favage 
manners, and never fails of purging a nation 

pe from 
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from thofe vices which are the moft repug- 
nant to fociety ; and is by fo much the 
more proper to bring thofe to perfeétion in 
whom it finds more favourable difpofitions, 


HE next made them forbear their diftant 
journies, and their dangerous huntings. He 
confider’d, that men long feparated from } 
one another by journies of feveral hun- | 
dred leagues, fuch as the favages often un- 
dertook, never acquire that fweetnefs of 
temper and humanity which is attain’d in 
united habitations ; and this was the firft 
motive of the ancient founders of cities. It 
was for the fame reafon he forbid them the 
hunting after wild beafts. But befides this 
reafon, he had two other views of no lefs 
importance, and more general. 


Tue firft was, that the inhabitants who 
remain’d at Congo, having no other trade 
but with what they brought from thefe long 
journies and great huntings, he would not 
deprive them of this means for fubfiftence 
or profit. It 1s a falfe policy of great tra- 
ders to feek to impoverifh their neighbours ; 
for they thereby lofe the vend of their own J 
merchandizes, which they then are not in ff 
a capacity to buy. Trade confifts only in 
a circulation of different matters, caus’d, as 
at were, by equal powers. His fecond view 
was, to engage thefe fayages to give them- 
: _ lres 
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felves intirely upto the improvement of their 
lands, very much neglected on all the coafts 
he had purfu’d, and almoft unknown tothe 
favages. Being extremely quick at any ex- 
traordinary labours, they are incapable of 
any long application, and appear at the 
fame time very laborious and very flothful. 
Cheres ‘however foon remedy’d. this in- 
convenience on the one hand, by putting | 
a ftop to their excurfions ; and on the other, 
by giving them a mutual right to one an- 
other’s lands which they left untill’d. But 
to prevent any quarrels that might arife 
from thefe forts of intermiffions, they 
could not enter upon them bnt'by a decree 
of the priefts, whom he had conftituted 
judges of all their differences. ‘The necef- 
fity of fubfiftence, added to this emulation ; 

_ and the rigorous laws made to prevent beg- 
ging, foon wrought upon thefe new inha- 
bitants to bring the whole country to a 
great height of fertility. Of all advantages 
to a kingdom, the greateft 1s, to have all 
the neceffaries of life within it felf, and to 
be able even to furnifh foreigners with them ; 
but, on the contrary, to borrow none of 
them but conveniencies or ornaments. 


Tue blacks were allow’d to ‘fix their ha- 
bitations in the country, according to their 
own minds, endeavouring ‘however to unite 
in the center of different poffeffions, to form 

| | on 
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villages there, which the inhabitants of every 
country are apt to do of themfelves, efpe. 
cially when mov'd by the conveniency of 
rivers and high-roads : But they were for- 
bidden ever to procure a fettlement, either 
by purchafing houfes there, the elegancy 
of which did not agree with their former 
education ; or by becoming artificers or 
tradefinen, the Pheenicians being fufficiently 
provided with them of their own nation ; 
or, finally, by giving themfelves volunta. 
rily into the fervice of the whites, which 
would be fubmitting to a meannefs they 
themfelves ought to avoid. The whites 
“were allow’d to buy for their ufe flaves of the 
colony of Sophir, or even of the inhabi- 
tants of Congo, who likewife carry’d on 
this trade ; but the blacks were not allow’d 
to have any flaves at all. His aim in this 
was, to make them always ftick clofe ito 
the work of their own hands, or, by early 
marriages, to get children and grand-children 
for their fervants. But befides this help, 
they were not forbidden taking voluntary 
fervants of their own nation. 


For the king’s fervice, it was otherwife 
than for that of private perfons. Befides the 
raifing of foldiers, to which a prince has 

‘always right, in time of need, the blacks 
‘were permitted to lift themfelves either for 
land or fea. But as the country-people were 

exercis’d 
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exercis'd once every week, even in time of 
peace, fo he made the foldiers of the gar- 
rifon, white or black, work: in the city; 
when they were not upon guard. They 
were not allow’d to be mafters of work- 
houfes, nor undertakers of manufaétures, 
for fear they fhould fet their minds too much 
on their abode ; but they with great readi- 
nefs fupply’d the places of journeymen 
and afliftants : And befides, he put the 
viceroy upon employing them with mode- 
ration in the publick works, paying them 


A not only as foldiers, but as workmen. By 


that, he kept up in them an inclination to 
bufinefs, and confequently a ais the 
only fource of true courage. 


HE fuffer’d the whites to buf country 
houfes for their pleafure, to plant walks 
there of barren trees, and to have parterres 
of flowers ; but always purfuing his defign 
of keeping up a difference of profeflions and 
fpecies of trade, he exprefsly forbid them 
pofleffing one inch of land: that bore corn 
or fruit, which they were oblig’d to take of — 
the blacks. The Egyptian priefts them- 
{felves, tho’ living in the country, were 
fubjeét to this law: They could have but 
one {pot of ground for their habitation, and 
their revenues there were not to be in land ; 
but they were allow’d a houfe or convent in 
the city, fuch as they thought fit to build, 

on 
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on condition however, never to appear there 
but in the habits of merchants, as they were 
us'd to do in all the Pheenician colonies ; to 
fhew they had no right of infpeétion over 
them : all authority in point of religion be. 
ing vefted in the Pheenician priefts. 


Ow the other hand, to procure the whites, 
who were all traders, a vend for their com- 
modities, and efpecially their ftuffs, in the 
country ‘it felf, he exhorted the blacks in 
his laws to wear cloaths in the country ; 


infinuating, that it contributed to the better § 


prefervation of their bodies, efpecially their 
wives and daughters, more than expofing 
themfelves naked to the heat of the fun; 
but they were abfolutely forbidden ever 
coming into the city to fell their goods, 
without ‘being as compleatly cloath’d as the 
citizens themielves. As thefe countrymen 
and countrywomen were foon in very good 
circumftances, they as foon made an ex- 
change of neceflary garments for ornaments, 
andmade a very diverting figure at feftivals, 
or in ‘the city or country fairs. ‘The citizens | 
were enjoin'd however ito have a great re- 
gard for them, and ‘to treat them every- 
where as their ‘countrymen, upon the fame 
foundation. 


‘Tue revenues of the king or viceroy, 
which were here the fame, confifted in all 
| the 
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he quarries and all the mines of the coun- 
ty. He enjoin’d them, not to go in fearch: 
of gold-mines, but to be fatisfy’d with the 
old of Sophir, agreeable to his general 
principle, to let every place enjoy its pecus 
iar advantage ; but he himfelf contributed 
o the finding out of filver-mines. He had 
x firft eftablifh’d an office of exchange to 
eceive the fhells of foreign favages who 
ould come to trade in New Pheenicia, and 
to give them the rated value for them in 
old or filver. But before the expiration of 
he two years he dwelt in the country, all 
he coafts of Africa, defirous of partaking 
n the trade of the Pheenicians, had ac- 
uftom’d themfelves to coin of metal, com 
mon to all the nations of the world who feek 
ny intercourfe one with the other. 


Nort fatisfy’d with this firft.fund for the 
ing, he eftablith’d a tax of the tenth upon 
Il the income of lands ; a fort of impoft, 
hich being levy’d. with equity, and {up 
lying the place of all other, never increafes 
ut to the fatisfaétion of the perfons taxed ; 
ccording to the. argument of the Sicilian 
dvocate againft Verres ; becaufe it is a fure 
ign they are grown richer. But befides, it 
ets a wife prince into a knowledge of the 
eal ftrength of his dominions. ‘And more: 
ver, to conclude, he judg’d that moderate 
axes encourage the Nero the husband- 

Vou IL i . | Mat, 
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man, who, without this fpur, would foo 
fall into idlenefs, and confequently into po. 
verty. He would prefcribe nothing witht 
regard to the duty upon merchandize, a 
article already fettled in all the Pheenicia 
colonies : He only caution’d the viceroy in 
private, not to burden a trade which wa 
but juft begun ; nor, for an inconfiderable 
prefent gain, to hinder a future and ap 
proaching plenty. 


To conclude, Cheres thought it his duty 
to provide for the Egyptian priefts : He re. 
monftrated, that among all people who hare 
any notion of religion, the priefts, being’ ex 
empt from all contributions, rais’d of them. 
felves duties previous to all other, and diffe 


rently rated according to the circumftances (| 
places, but which at leaft went to the tenth 
He call’d to witnefs the Phentcian prieft 
thofe of Taprobane, and even thofe of Ethic 
pia,who having been taken by the canibals, in 
company with the Ethiopian merchants, ant 
freed at the fame time with them, had fol 
low’d them in the fleet : He concluded fron 
thence, that the Egyptian priefts having perm 
form’d the functions of religion with regar 
to the favages, and having generoufly gon 
thro’ the firft labours in their inftruétion 
it Was juft to affign for them and the 
‘companions, whom’ they would immediate 
fend for from Memphis, the tenths of th 
— Ff remainde 
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remainder, after*the royal tenths were les 
yd. He infifted upon the reafonablenefs 
»f this allowance, which was but nine hun- 
jredths of the revenues of lands, in com: 
arifon of the thirds of all eftates which they 
njoy’d in Egypt; and he alledg’d the 
fe, which their known magnificence would 
rompt them to make of that little which 
vas allotted them, in temples and other 
difices, with which they would embellifh 

ew Phoenicia. | 


He inftituted fchools in the city, in which 
Me fciences were not to be carry’d to fuch 
height as in Egypt; and only thofe were 
> be taught, which could be neceffary for 
nerchants and mariners : ‘The care of them 
as committed to the Pheenician priefts ; 
at in the country he eftablifh’d none. Pur 
ant to the ftanding maxim of the Egyp- 
ans, who always continu’d from father to 
n in the fame profeffion, he believ’d that 
1e fame occupations of the mind, which 
ep children of diftinétion from idlenefs, 
Mould be a means of making the children of 
sbandmen, and even artificers, flothful. All 
dy, according to him, was an enemy to the 
bour of the hands, and led the minds of 
ofe who by birth were deftin’d to the me- 
anick arts, into a wrong way of thinking, 
o rectify however what was toogeneral in 
is exclufion, he fuffer’d the priefts to in- 
Fa ftruct 
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ftrud in their college thofe in whom they 
fhould diftinguifh a fignal talent for any 
thing fuperior to husbandry. 


Tuus Cheres, -after having been a con. 
queror and benefactor of the favages of 
Congo, became their law-giver. When he 
was ready to depart, he made’ the viceroy 
take a folemn oath, that thefe laws, written 
at length, together with their motives, an 
publifh’d throughout the whole extent dl 
the viceroyalty, fhould be obfery’d ; or, i 
neceflity or time fhould ever require thei 
being alter’d, the intent of their inftitution 
fhould be ever preferv’d. He particularly 
recommended to him, in the tables he caus 
to be made of thefe laws, the inhabitant 
which came from Congo ; and he enjoin‘ 
that in all doubtful and equivocal concert 
which they might have with the Phen 
cians, or their aflociates, the favour fhoul 
always be on their fide, in confideration « 
the inferiority of their light and knowledge 
It is very probable that the viceroys wh 
fucceeded Aferymus, taking advantage, : 
it generally happens, of the great diftant 
they were from the kings their mafter, fo 
violated this oath of their predeceffors, a 
having made a tyrannick ufe of their auth 
rity, were the occafion of their being € 
_pell'd a few years afterwards by the favage 
fince the memory of fo noble an eftablil 

| + mél 
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nent is only preferv’d in my anecdotes, and 
and as there are elfewhere to be found only 
confus’d traces of the great number of colo- 
nies which the Pheenicians had on the coafts 
of every fea. FT 


CHERES was ready to fet fail, in order 
to purfue his voyage, when he receiv’d a 
packet from Aftartus : He fent him an ori- 
ginal letter from the king, in which he fig- 
nify’d his admiration, and his acknowledg- 
ments, with regard to this extraordinary 
perfon, the fruits of whofe fettlements were 
already return’d into Pheenicia, and the 

M benefits of which had brought their fame 
along with them. ‘The king added, that 
he did not direét his thanks to Cheres, to 
follow the fame channel this illuftrious un- 
known perfon had chofen, in addrefling 
himfelf only to Aftartus, and not to remove 
the veil. under which he feem’d defirous to 
be conceal’d ; but that he with pleafure 
ratify'd all the difpofitions, laws and nomi- 
nations he had made, and which he might 
continue to make in the courfe of his difco- 
veries : He confirm’d in particular Aferymus 
in the viceroyalty of New Phœnicia, and, 
by the advice, and at the inftance of Aftartus, 
conferr’d upon him the intendancy of the © 
weftern commerce. Cheres anfwer’d Aftar- 
tus, That not having the honour of being 
perfonally known to the king, he did not 

| 3 believe 
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believe it proper to importune him with à 
letter fign’d by a name fo mean as his : He 
added, That there was no undertaking but 
what muft be eafy with officers and foldiers M 
fo prudent, fo refolute, and fo experienc’d, 
as thofe who compos’d the Phoenician fleet 
He finifh’d, by faying, He believ’d this 
letter would be the laft he fhould write to 
Aftartus before he return’d to Egypt, and 
that fo the king of Pheenicia would of 
courfe be acquainted with the conclufion of 
their voyage fooner than he. 


IT may be proper here to-obferve, that 
the fame of Cheres beginning to fpread thro’ 
all Phoenicia, and of courfe in the neigh- 
bouring countries ; Azares, formerly the 


flave of Sethos, thought it now time to give 
out privately, that this prince was incognito 
in Arabia ; entirely perfuaded he had feen 
him dead, he did not fear feeing him alive 
again : but he was afraid that Cheres, whofe 
fame had reach’d his ear, taking ad vantage 
of the glory he had gain’d i in this expedition, 
might one day pretend to be this prince, 
and he was refolv’d to be before-hand with 
him. He had given himfelf the name of 
Sethos to the king of Meriaba, the very firf 
day he was prefented to him, and had en- 
treated him to keep it a fecret, under the 
pretext of waiting a favourable opportunity 
of retiring to Memphis, and to-reftore to the 

Arabians 
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Arabians the provinces which the Egyptians: 
had taken from them by conqueft : but his 

real defign in this delay was, that his coun- 
B tenance might be alter’d, and lofing the 
flower of its youth in a few years after the 
age of fixteen, he might be unknown to all 
thofe who had not feen him in that fpace. 
This was likewife the very aim of Cheres 
in prolonging his abfence, and they both 
ftudy’d to furprize the court of Memphis, 
the firft by animpofture, .and the fecond by 
the truth : but Cheres will have no account 
of this impoftor ’till he arrive on the coafts 
of the Mediterranean. | 


CHERES departed at laft with his fleet 
from the haven of New T'yre : He was not 
now to coaft along places abfolutely un- 
known to him, nor be always uncertain, as 
before, what objects might offer to his view. 
He took his courfe defignedly for the king- 
dom of Guiney, and fo was to view the 
coafts of Congo in his way ; and moreover, 
he had no {mall knowledge of Guiney it felf, 
Befides what he had learn’d of the inhabi- 
tants of Congo, there had more than once — 
been merchants from this kingdom at New 
Tyre, and he had inform’d himfelf by them 
of the government and cuftoms of their 
country. He had learn’d of them, that 
they had a fettled trade with the Phoenician 
colonies which were already founded on the 
F 4 moft 
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_ moft weftern coafts of the Atlantick fea; 
by this he knew that he fhould infenfibly 
draw near again to known countries. To 
get a better light into thefe circumftances, 
he had prevail’d upon fome of the mer- 
chants of Guiney, tho’ otherwife pretty 
favage, to imbark with him in the fleet. 
The mouth of the river Gabon, which they 
pafs’d by, put them upon performing very 
extraordinary purifications. The reafons 
they alledg’d for it were, that they pafsd 
direétly under the middle of the fun 
courfe. Cheres thought this obfervation 
of importance enough to make it upon 
the fhore itfelf; and all the pilots mark’d 
with capital letters in their journals the 


date and the afpect of the places they 


had in view when they pafs’d the 
equator. ‘ 


ADVANCING a little farther, Cheres was 
convine’d himfelf of what thefé merchants 
had before told him, that Africa, inftead of 
running dire@tly north, even to its moft 
northern point, had, at five or fix degrees 
above the equator, a long coaft dire&ly op- 
pofite to the fouth ; and here was Guiney, 
and its chief city Acara, which will be the 
laft barbarous names I fhall have occafion 
to borrow from my private memoirs during 
the continuance of my hero's: voyage, 
Cheres coafting continually as near as pof- 


fible 
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fible along fhore, the Guiney merchants ad- 
visd him to fail in a more direét line to- 
wards Acara, undertaking to pilot him 
thither with all fafety, and in a very fhort 
time. He anfwer’d them, His defign was 
to obferve the afpect of the whole coaft ; 
That he would land in thofe places which 
were moft remarkable, and, above all, take 
a particular obfervation of the bottom of 
that gulph where the turning of Africa took 
its beginning. ‘The merchants reply’d; He 
would find very little worthy his obfervation 
on this part of the coafts ; ‘That the people 
were extremely favage ; and that if they 
had any cities, they were at a great diftance 
within land. Cheres perceiv’d, by the eager- 
nefs with which thefe merchants urg’d their 
reafons, they were uneafy that his fleet was 
going to be acquainted with a country 
where they had a confiderable trade, which 
they were apprehenfive they might be de- 
priv'd of: He told them on that fcore, — 
That they might have obferv’d, by his con- 
duc at New Tyre, and by the laws he had 
given that colony, how careful he was that 
every nation fhould keep its own trade ; 
That he, for his part, had no defign of 
advancing inwards into their lands, nor to 
interrupt his expedition of coafting round 
Africa, which he had brought fo near to 
an end, by attempting excurfions which 
were impracticable for a fingle man: In 


fhort, 
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fhort, That the Phoenicians were maritime 
traders, who eftablifh’d themfelves in dif. 
ferent ports, with no other defign but to 
take in exchange for goods they landed 
there, what the natives of the country 
brought them from the inward parts of their 
moft diftant provinces. | 


THE negro merchants being, by this 
difcourfe, freed from their apprehenfions, 
faw, without any uneafinefs, the Phoenicians 
land at the mouths of the rivers of Angria, 
Barba, and of the Camerones : They ferv’d 
them even as pilots in thefe roads, many of 
which were dangerous, and as; interpreters 
with the people they met on fhore, who 
after their firft fright, occafion’d by the 
number and habits of thefe ftrangers, receiv’d 
them courteoufly, and brought them. all 
manner of refrefhments on board, for which 
Cheres always paid them above the value. 
They told him, that all that canton belong’d 
to the kingdom of Benin. They at laft 
found the river call’d ‘The King’s River, 
the mouth of which is exactly at the angle 
of the turning. Some irregular fhores, end 
in a bay which there makes a point of 
about three leagues in depth : It is termi- 
nated by an ifland which on the eaft-fide is 
only feparated from the continent by the 
mouth of the river Benin. On this 
river, but about fixty leagues farther up, 
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is the great city of Benin, capital of the 
kingdom. us 


CHERES Was furpriz'd to fee, in all the 
maritime towns of Guiney, the quantity and 
nature of the commodities which the negroes 
of this kingdom drew from the Pheenicians, 
who were already fettled on the moft eaftern 
coafts of Africa, in order to tranfport them 
into the kingdom of Benin ; for thefe mer- 
chandizes were no-way different from thofe 
which are carry'd to the moft polite and 
fplendid nations ; they confifted in all 
forts of ftuffs of gold and filk, of Indian 
damasks, of Italian luftrings, of velvets 
embroider’d with gold and filver, of gar- 
ments of callico, of plate even engraven, 
of white and red coral, and of a fort of 
blue coral call’d Acoris ; in a word, in 
whatever could be of ufe for conveniency 
or ornament *. Thefe particulars feem 
worthy of remark in favages of the inland 
countries, whom we might fuppofe to be 
more unpolifh’d and negligent than thofe 
who had the ddvantage of converfing with 
other people on the fea-fhore. In exchange, 
the negroes 4 only receiv’d flaves, furs, 
ivory, or teeth of the hippopotami, which 
they often pafs’d for ivory, and other goods 


* See Dapper’s lifts, p. 300, 306, 310. 
+ The peculiar inhabitants of Nigritia and Guiney. 


much 
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much the fame as thofe they fetch’d from 
Congo. But the natives of Guiney knew 
little of the ufe the inhabitants of Benin 
made of the comniodities they carry’d them. 
The latter never fuffer’d the former to come 
into their inland towns ;. as the negroes of 
Guiney had not ’till then fuffer’d the Phe- 
nicians to pafs the cape of the Three Points, 
fituate between the Hefperian Horn (the 
cape of Palms) where they had a great 
colony, and Acara the chief fea-town of 
Africa. It was this triple cape, from the 
figure of which it had taken the name of | 
the Three Points, that both fides had fix’d 
upon for a middle place, where they met 
twice a year to barter their commodities. 
The Pheenicians chiefly coveted the gold, 
which the negroes fetch’d in abundance 
from the gold-coaft, and from the mine- 
fhores. Cheres’s defign was, to infpire the 
inhabitants of Guiney with a greater open- 
nefs and confidence tn trade, and to engage 
them to admit of a greater liberty and inter- 
courfe with other nations. As they already 
underftood commerce, they had only this 
ep to take, to ceafe from being favages ; 
for this defeét confifts in the being ignorant 
of the exiftence, or in avoiding the fociety 
of other people ; as fimple barbarity con- 
fifts in a defect of all learning. The favages 
haye no correfpondence in the prefent 
world ; and the barbarians, otherwife ca- 
ae _ pable 
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pable of treating and holding fociety with 
ftrangers, remain depriv’d of that commu- 
nication with the men of all ages, which 
civiliz’d nations have the advantage of by 
reading. But Cheres would propofe nothing. 
on this head, till he came to the capital, 
which always gives laws, or ferves as a 
model to the reft of a ftate. He deferr’d 
this his defign the more willingly, as he 
was inform’d the king of Guiney, tho’ yet 
young, apply’d himfelf to forming the 
ms” | and manners of his: fubjects. He 
arrivd at laft at Acara with his whole fleet, 
in fome meafure guided by the chief of the 
negroes he had embark’d with him. 


Ir Cheres already knew the fame of this. 
city, and its king; his character, which 
was yet more glorious, procurd him a 
reception attended with the greateft marks 
of refpect and admiration. All the citizens 
came to meet him on the fhore, dancing and 
finging, and accompanied with inftruments, 
which had nothing mufical in them, but a 
noife reduc’d to time. The king let him 
know, he expected him with impatience to 
affift him in the reformation he had begun. 
Thefe people were already out of that un- 
fortunate fituation, under which many bar- 
barous kings to this day keep their fubjeéts, 
whom they look upon as victims devoted to 
their extrayagant cruelties. This king had 

cyen 
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even abolifh’d the cuftom of offering hus 
man victims, which before his time had 
been eftablifh’d on this coaft*. The priefts 
of their idol Fetifi, whom, for this reafon, 
they call’d Fetiferos +, had been moved to 
confent to it by the prudence the King had 
bad -of making ft turn more to their ac- 
count to offer victims of animals. How- 
ever, as if men were made to procure to 
themfelves thofe evils, which do not hap- 
pen to them otherwife, thefe people, and 
efpecially the women, had made themfelyes 
liable to cruel laws; the obfervation of 
which was render’d indifpenfable by a point 
of honour they had annex’d thereto: At 
the funeral of a husband, for example, all 
his wives were oblig’d to fubmit to the 
flames of his funeral pile, into which feveral 
of his flaves, and efpecially thofehe had moft 
affection for, were likewife thrown ||. With 
regard to the latter, the king had already 
remedied this abufe ; by proclaiming, that 
after the relations of the deceas’d had led 
the flaves appointed to do him this honour, 
to the pile, they fhould be deliver’d to the 
Fetiferos, as flaves confecrated to the fer- 


* Dapper, p. 277. + Idem, p. 313. 

\| Dapper, p.307. only fays, that they ftrangle their 
wives and flaves.at Curamo, which belongs to Guiney. 
And p. 262. that they bury them with the deceas’d : 
But the cuftom of burning themfelves is common to 
Wives ip many places. See Bernier on the Mogul. 
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vice of their idols. This decree was very 
prudently devis’d, becaufe it engag’d the 
intereft of the Fetiferos to fupport it: but 
it was not fo with regard to their wives. 
As life and death were in their choice, and 
there was no other penalty annex'd to a 
refufal of this facrifice, but an irreparable 
fhame, they would not have thought them- 
felves fcreen’d from that by any refuge the 
king himfelf could have prefcrib’d them. 
The king having propos’d this difficulty to 
Cheres, he immediately anfwer’d him, that 
he admir’d his fagacity in having perceiv’d, 
that kings are hardly the mafters‘of a falfe 
point of honour, which may unfortunately 
have gain’d the afcendant over the minds of 
their fubjeéts; that therefore the bufinefs 
would be, to lead this point of honour into 
another channel, or to give its former objeét 
an appearance of fhame. After having re- 
flected for fome time on proper means to 
effet it, they concluded, that the king 
_ fhould publifh an ordinance, by which the 
punifhment of women convicted of adultery, 
which before was being fold for flaves * by 
their husbands, fhould be exchang’d into 
imprifonment, upon the fentence of a 
judge; that they fhould there remain con- 
fin’d together till the death of their husbands, 
unlefs they themfelves fhould reftore them 


* Dapper, p. 299. 
to 
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to their favour ib their life-time: But tha 
thofe, who, at the death of the husband, 
were yet in Prifon, fhould be led to the 
funeral pile, and thrown in firft. It was 
thought this would have been an effectual 
cure for fo fatal a prepoffleffion ; by chang. 
ing in this manner the facrifices of faithful 


wives. into a punifhment for adultery. 


However, fome more zealous than .others, 
could even overlook this confideration, by 
arguing, that the difference between a fpon- 
taneous facrifice and a punifhment infliéted, 
was fignal enough to make ftandets-by 
diftinguifh: between innocence and guilt. 
Cheres therefore advifed the king to publith 
a fecond declaration, in which, the former 
remaining in full force, he added, that 
thofe wives who fhould throw themfelves 


into the flames, fhould by this aétion be 


deem’d making a tacit confeflion of private 
adulteries, of which their confciences ac- 
cus’d them; and that their effigies fhould 
be plac’d in the criminal regifter, next to 
the marks or figures * of thofe who might 
have been publickly doom’d. None thought 
fit to ftand the teft of this fcandal, and fo 


the cuftom was entirely abolith’d. 


-* See in father Laffiteau the explication of thefe marks 
or figures, which ferve.inftead of names and fubfcrip- 
tions among the fayages. Manners of the favages, 
tom. 2. 
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Uron this very occafion Cheres obfery’d 
to the king, who was before fenfible of it, 


that polygamy was the occafion of great dif- 


fentions in families; and particularly, that 
it caus’d in: the people a ftate of diforder; 
land fuch a confufion as was not only a 


hinderance to a good education in children, — 


but even repugnant to the nature of man, 


who having a foul, is capable of choice and 


conftancy ; whereas this multiplicity places 


jhim beneath a great number of animals 


who match in pairs. The king offer’d to 
prohibit it immediately. Cheres reprefented 
to him, that this prohibition, as prudent as 
it might feem to be; would at firft caufe 
a great confternation in thofe women, who 
being expell’d their husband’s houfes, would 
be at a lofs what to do: that therefore he 
thought it would be. beft to prepare the in- 
fruments, before they came to the incifion : 

that, in his opinion, he fhould previoufly 
ordain, that every man having attain’d the 
age of twenty years fhould marry. ‘This 
ordinance at firft perplex’d feveral young 
men, who were at a lofs to get wives. But 
they were reliev’d by another proclamation 
which follow’d foon after, in which every 
one was forbidden keeping more than one 
p Wife: And among thefe people, who made 
no great difficulty of marrying girls, who 
they knew had already forfeited their 
| Vou IL G honour 3 
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honour; they yet rather chofe to take wp 


with fuch who had liv’d ina dc appearanc: 
with a husband. 


Bur we muft not here forget anothe 
fource of fpontaneous torments ; which did 
not affeét the lives of the patients, bu 
which were of fatal confequence to the 
manners and eafe of fociety: It was no 
without the greateft furprize Cheres her 
found an image of the Egyptian initiation: 
but fo mangled and fo hideous, as to be à 
fcandal to its original.. The Fetiferos had 
perfuaded this whole nation, that there was 
in Guiney an innumerable multitude of 
fpirits, whom they call’d Jannanes, and 
who inhabited certain groves, to which no 
_ prophane perfon was fuffered to approach: 
That thefe fpirits requir’d a great number of 
votaries of both fexes to be initiated to their 
worfhip; in default of which they would make 
an excurfion over all their fields, and there 
caufe an univerfal defolation. Thefe threat-. 
nings were back’d by fires, which were 
frequently feen thro’ the trees of one of thei 
groves, which was the neareft to Acara; 
but more by {pectres, who under the forms 
of zgipanes and fatyrs, came fometimes neat 
the city, and were heard playing upon 
flutes, as Pliny relates it of the inward: part 
of Africa, towards thefe cantons * ; and a 

* » 6. c. 30. 
other 
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ther times made thofe torrents of flames, 
rhich Hanno, fpeaking of the fame places, 
nentions running thro’ their fields. Thefe 
rodigies caus’d fuch terrors in the inhabi- 
ants, that there was hardly any one who 
efired to be exempt from the initiation, 
owever fevere the preliminaries to it were 
o the candidates, and however hard an 
bfence of two or three years, which was 
equir’d of them, was to their familtes. They — 
yere led into this grove, where they fur: 
ow’d their bodies with fharp ftones, or with 
ourges of cords, which made the blood 

w from every part, and left fcars never 

) be effac’d. They were next oblig’d to 
ndergo horrid fafts, of which fome of the firft 
ere for three whole days, in which they 
ere not allow’d the leaft food or drink. The 
ft of the time was fpent in fuperftitions, in 
runkennefs, and in perfect floth The 
rieft’s wives made the females undergo 
retty near the fame: But whereas the 
oung men were oblig’d to fuffer all their 
lals with a fleady and even countenance, 
he maidens were allow’d to make wry 
ces and contorfions, provided they did 
ot cry out : the leaft default in the condi- 
ons preicrib’d, would have been, for either 
e or the other, expulfion with ignominy. 
he reward of their patience was, that, at 
eir return from: thence, they were refpeét- 
1 in all companies, by reafon of the aflo- 
G 2 ciation 
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ciation it was belicv’d they were enter’d into 

with the fpirits. ‘They look’d with difdain 
upon thofe who at a certain age were ye 
profane, and even frequently threatnel 
them with their fecret power. ‘They pre 
fum’d in the prefence of the judges, who 
were named by the king for every crime, 
to difcern the innocent from the guilty, by 
trials of fire and potions, independant o 
legal proofs drawn from the  witnefly 
and circumftances of faéts. They vifited 
the fick, and imputed their difeafes to fpell 
thrown upon them by their enemies, o 
thofe who envy’d them, whom they de 
{crib’d according to the evidence of the 
fancies, which they vented for certai 
truths: In a word, the moft common fruit 
of thefe fanguinary initiations were enmity 
revenge and murder. To conclude, th 
Fetiferos perform’d them but once ev 

twenty years, becaufe it was done in cor 
mon, except the feparation of the tw 
fexes, which was commendable in thc 
favages, confidering the debauchery wit 
which this practice itfelf was otherwife : 
company’d *. | ' 


_ * The ground of all this unhappily agrees but tt 

well with what father Laffiteau relates of the a@ual it 

_tiations of the favages of America, tom. 1. and Dapp 
of the myfteries of Belli-parao in Guiney, p. 268. of 
the confecration of the Moguifies, p. 333. and befor 
p- 326 & 327. 7 


Ti 
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THE year was now begun, at the con- 
clufion of which this ftupid abomination 
was to take place. The king, who was 

S turn’d of twenty-five years, would no lon- 
ger defer entering himfelf into the myfteries 
of the Jannanes, a knowledge of which he 
thought effential to his authority and his 
defigns. But as he put no great truft in the 
Fetiferos, he difputed ftrenuoufly with 
them for the -place, the time, and other 
circumftances of his preparation; and what- 
ever regard they had for him, by reafon of 
the fear which the knowledge of his wif- 

| dom and refolution kept them under, they 
were not yet come to an agreement on all 
thefe heads. Cheres judg’d this a favour- 
able opportunity of propofing to the king 
to fubftitute a faint image of the Egvp- 
tian initiation, in the room of thefe myfte- 
ties, equally grievous and wicked. The 

Egyptian initiation was not altogether un- 

known in Guiney. Not only the Phe- 

D nician commerce had brought the fame of it 

thither; but they knew by the traditions 
of their neighbours, that the Egyptian Her- 
cules, one of the firft initiates, had been as 
far as the ftreights of the two feas. The 
king very much approv’d this propofal, 
and having communicated it to fome of the 
moft faithful and knowing of his fervants ; 
they all gave him hopes that his fubjeéts 
: G 3 would 
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would receive with Joy an inftitution bor. 
row d from the moft celebrated nation of 
thé world, brought into their country by 
the Egyptians themfelves, and which be. 
fides would free them from the length, the 
pains, and, above all, the dire confequence 
“ef the initiation of the Jannanes. The king 
agreed therefore with Cheres, and with the 
priefts his companions, that they would 
without delay offer the inhabitants of Gui. Bath 
ney an initiation fomething in the nature of Bic? 
that in Egypt: But, if poflible, to remove fee" 
by the prudent and ‘fofteft means all obfa- | 
cles the Fetiferos might lay in the way, it 
was refolved, that the king fhould affemble 
in private the chief among it them, and fhould 
himielf previoufly inform them of the relo. 
_ Jution he had taken. 


Tus conference having been notify’d to 


them the very moment they were to affem- fo 
ble; the king, being well prepar’d, tolé 8 
them: That they could not be ignorant th 


themfelyes, to what pitch the greater patt 
of their initiates abus’d the influence they iy!’ 
had over the minds of the people: That lc 
they feem’d to return from their conife- 
cration only to tranfaët all manner of pub- 
lick and private crimes with impunity : That, Ja 
however, purfuant to a truth drawn from the 
mere lights of nature, and which fometimes iy 2 
they themfelves canfefs’ d, the gods are in 
cheis 
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their effence juft and good. That thus, 
not to carry the argument farther, he look’d 
upon the Jannanes as wicked fpirits, whofe 
name was made ufe of only todo evil; and 
fhould regard thofe of his fubjeéts, who for 
the future fhould have any intercourfe with 
them, as very great criminals. That he 
had been inform’d, this crime among civi- 
liz’”d nations was call’d magick; and that, in 
the charaëter of a king prefiding over the 
cafe and happinefs of his people, he was 
refolv’d to root them out of his dominions: 
But that as he knew that diftempers of the 
mind were not to be cur’d but by repeated 
inftruétions, and in courfe of time, he de- 
fign’d to take advantage of the Egyptian 
priefts pafling thro’ Acara, to introduce, in 
the room of the pernicious myfteries of the 
Jannanes, at leaft fome image or fhadow of 
an initiation, fo inlighten’d in its principles, 
fo ty'd down to a practice of all the virtues, 
and fo conducive to the publick good, as 
that of Egypt. That indeed the Fetiferos 
could have no part in it, becaufe one of its 
principal conditions was not to have any 
(car upon the body receiv’d in the name, 
and for the worfhip of evil fpirits But 
that their children, not yet initiated to the 
Jannanes, fhould be admitted preferable to 
ll others, ‘That pains would be taken to 
give them fuch lights that they might pre- 
ide themfelves hereafter at this important 
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ceremony; becaufe the Egyptian priefs 
not defiring to exclude from the facerdotal 
functions thofe natives of the country who 
might be in a condition to perform them, 
only pretended to employ their miniftry t 


eftablifh all the rules of this initiation, and i 


to form difciples capable of keeping it up 
after them. The king added, without in. 
terruption ; that the new initiation being 
to have a great influence over religion, of 
which it was going to be the fchool o 
feminary, it was impoffible for the Fetiferos 
to be the chiefs, and exercife the fundtions 
of it. But that, if refting fatisfy’d tha 
their-children, when inftruéted, fhould fuc- 
ceed them, their fathers, to whom he was 
now fpeaking, would, in a becoming mar- 
ner, forward his intentions, he would not 
only leave them their cités and habitation, 
but would refer to their judgment the greater 
part of all private caufes, would entruf 
them with the adminiftration of fundry 
affairs regarding the œconomy of the fate, 
and would frequently call one or other 0 
them to his councils. The king told them 
farther, at leaving them, that he gave them 
all the time they might defire for their 


anfwer, and that he even difpens’d with} 
their giving him any other than a confor-ff 


mity of their behaviour to his defigns. The 
Fetiferos having perceiv’d by the manner 
With which the ae: fpoke, and by his 

afpet 
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afpect, that he expected to be obey'd, kept 
filence for a long time, the fafeft method 
for them. They even fufpended all pub- 
lick exercife of their religion, and left the 
king, Cheres, and the Egyptian priefts, 
undifturb’d for about fix months, which 
time they employ’d after the manner we are 
going briefly to relate. 


_ Turse priefts were but fix in number 
when they arriv’d at Acara; but having 
already had time to forefee they fhould 
want afliftance in the execution of their 
defign ; they eafily obtain’d of the king 
the liberty of fending for fifteen or fixteen 
of their companions, who, according to 
their cuftom, were mix’d with the Phœni- 
cian colony eftablifh’d at the cape of Palms, 
which belongs to Guiney. So they were 
more than twenty. when they began their 
labours. ‘They had all agreed with Cheres, 
who to them was Sethos, that the initiation 
they had to offer co the inhabitants of 
Guiney muft be lefs myfterious, even lefs 
heroick, and’ more general than that of 
Egypt; forafmuch as the latter being infti- 
tuted in a nation, which had without that 
all the afliftances neceflary for common 
virtue, its value confifted in not being 
attainable but by extraordinary perfons ; 
whereas an initiation offer’d to a people as 
yet favage, and who were in want of all 
| manner 
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manner of infiruétion, would not be of 
fervice, but by admitting at leaft all the 
youth, which were not devoted to the evil 
genius’s. ‘That fo the preparation, the ex. 
ercifes, and even the duties, ought to be 
practicable to each fex, to every condition, 
and, in fome meafure, to every capacity. 


Tury began by caufing to be ereéted in 


a fpacious place in the middle of the city, 
for the conveniency of the citizens, two long 
galleries or chapels, fupported by pillars of 
ivory, which they ufed in Guiney for beams, 
* cover’d according to the manner of the 
country, and encompafs’d with pales on 
every fide. They were plac’d from one 
end to the other of a vaft {pace of ground, 
which travers’d the whole city. The peo- 
ple were inform’d, that they were only 
erected to furnifh a place for previous in- 
ftruétions, which they would not defer; 
but that thefe chapels fhould fubfift no lon- 
ger than till the temple, and a facerdotal 
college, which the king would caufe to be 
erected in the middle fpace, fhould be finifh’d, 
That the Egyptian priefts would confecrate 
this temple to the goddefs of virtue, to 
whom they invited all the youth of both 
fexes, who had attain’d the age of fifteen 
years, to come and be previoufly initiated, 


* M: Huet hift. of commerce, Salem. c. 7. p. 18. 
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Tue bare name of the goddefs charm’d 
every one who heard it. Both men and 
women, who had the unhappy {cars of the 
annanes on their bodies, were griev’d to 

diftrattion that they could not partake of 
this new initiation. ‘To appeafe their com- 
plaints, which were agreeably furprizing, 
the Egyptian priefts went into every houfe 
to allure the fathers and mothers, that by 
offering their children, as they did, with a 
good will to the goddefs of virtue, and by 
renouncing for themfelves the evil fpirits, 
‘they would have part in all her favours. 
They added, that during the whole courfe 
of the initiation, which would laft fix 
weeks, they, as well as their children un- 
der fifteen years, fhould be admitted to all 
the inftruétions, and to all the ceremonies, 
excepting thofe of every eighth day. 


Tue day appointed for opening them 
being come, they rang’d in each of the two 
chapels the children of the Fetiferos in a 
kind of fanétuary, on each fide of an altar, 
where they had plac’d an image of wood, 
rough hewn, and which was only defign’d 
to give them an idea of the goddefs of vir- 
tue. Neareft to the rails which inclos’d the 
fanétuary, were plac’d in feveral rows on 
the right the male, and on the left the 
female candidates; behind whom a bar of 

iron 
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iron feparated them from the bottom of the 


f 

chapel, which was left for thofe who wer hi 

_ barely afliftants. the 

Fe 

Tue king, who immediately refolv’d to Hi th 

be initiated, to give an example which he HM 0 

_ now only follow’d, had the firit place on Bi by 
the fide of the fanétuary, on the nearef 
bench to the boards of the inclofure, and 

raisd above all the others, which went di 

a little flanting. ‘The exercifes were to lat BB 4 

but two hours; and to avoid all confufion, tt 

they were repeated four times every day in « 


each of the two chapels. The king’s hour D f 
was always the firit of the day. The t 
queen, his fpoufe, who was younger than . 
he, took the firft in the evening ; and to f 
divide the honour they were defirous of ! 
fhewing the initiates, fhe did not go to the ’ 
fame chapel the king went to. She was | 
plac’d in the fame manner as the king in | 
his. In a row on the fide of+her the placd 
the ladies and maidens of her court, who 
were yet capable of the initiation; as the 
king on his fide did by. the officers who 
were under the fame circumftances. The ff 
queen was likewife attended by all the 
daughters of the Fetiferos, who had, ac- 
cepted the new initiation, and whom fhe 
lodg’d in her apartments of the palace, as 
the king did their brothers in his. It was 
likewife thought proper not to return se 
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of them ‘to their parents, till the new wor- 
fhip fhould be perfeétly eftablifh’d, and till 
the fons, who were to be the priefts of it, 
fhould.be rather in a condition to recover 
their fathers out of their fuperftitions, than 
to fuffer themfelves to be drawn afide again 
by them. 


Tue firft exercife of the firft day was a 
difcourfe ; in which the eldeft of the priefts 
deftin’d to each affembly, told his auditory, 
that the goddefs of virtue, to whom they 
were to be initiated, was no other than the 
Egyptian Ifis, under whofe name they were 
to underftand the fovereign and: eternal 
wifdom, the firft effence of nature. © That 
fhe expected to be imitated by all men in 
proportion to their conditions; and that fhe 
was no way to be refembled but by the vir- 
tues. But that, according to the order of all 
difcipline which tends to the reformation of 
manners, the extirpation of every vice muft 
neceflarily precede the attainment of that 
virtue which was its oppofite. : That in this 
vice Wie exercifes of the forty-five days 
would all begin by a difcourfe of three 
quarters of an hour by one of their body, 
againft fome peculiar vice. That this dif- 
courfe fhould be follow’d by the facrifice of 
a he-goat offer’d to the goddefs as a fymbol 
of this vice; and that during the facrifice 
they would implore her to deliver and pro- 

tect 
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teét every one prefent from it : That they con 
another of their body would make a fecond 
difcourfe, in which he would explain the dt 
ftate and advantages of the contrary virtue: Etat 
That after this difcourfe, they would offer that 
to the goddefs a dove, as the image of in. tho! 
nocence of manners, begging her to infpire Ent 
this virtue in the minds of all the auditory, Bol 
and particularly of the initiates ; after 
which, they would iet the dove fly away 
toward heaven, by an opening which was 
at the lower end, and near the roof of the 
chapel. 


Tuts plan was fatthfully executed ; and 
tho’ it contain’d nothing but what is very À 
plate, the bare inftruétions produc’d a -won- 
derful effect upon the minds of thefe people. 
As the fixteen difcourfes of the day were 
held in the two chapels upon the fame fub- 
jects, by fixteen different priefts, and as each 
of the auditors heard but two of them, they 
were feen to affemble in {mail companies in 
the fineets, to enquire of one another what 
they had heard, and to make comparifons. 
The fathers of families, who for the 
past could be but bare affiftants, confefs’d 
one to the other, that nothing alienated 
their minds more from the ancient fuperfti- 
tions, than the care which was taken to ins 
culcate imthefe candidates. fubordination to 
foperiors, au. obedience to parents, and 2 

con- 
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-ondefcendance with refpeét to the whole 
vorld: That they at firft fear’d their chil- 
ren would draw a pretext, from their ini- 
jation, to treat them with difrefpeét ; but 
hat they were now entirely deliver’d from 
hofe apprehenfions : ‘That whereas the 
nitiates of the Jannanes were haughty, in- 
lent, always threatning, and very often 
joing evil ; they could expect nothing from 
hefe, but modefty, fweetnefs of temper, 
ind good offices. | 


Wir refpeét to every eighth day, in 
which no prophane perfons were fuffer’d to 
nter the chapels ; the chief motive for this 
exception was, to preferve fome appearance 
of the fecret of the Egyptian initiation, and 
0 allow fome emulation to the initiates ; 
for otherwife, the fecret did not tend 
here to any exterior curiofity, and was 
nly dineéted to the moral benefit of the 
candidates. ‘They were taught, that the 
facrifices of animals were not in them- 
elves fatisfaétory to their deity ; that fhe 
n particular abhorr’d thofe voluntary inci- 
ions of men on their own bodies, which 
they beliey’d fo acceptable to the evil 
pirits ; that it was the vices they were 
o root out, and the pañlions of their hearts 
hey were to keep in fubjeétion ; that mo- 
lerate fafting, which they had prefcrib’d 
0 all during the time of their preparation, 

FE was 


96 The Life of SETHOS. 
was a fign of this reformation, a means ty 
come at it, and a fatisfaétion for former dif. 
orders. ‘They next difcours’d to them of 
the virtues rais’d to: their higheft pitch of 
perfection : The greateft of crimes, for ex 
ample, faid they, is, not to acknowledge, 
or not to adore, any deity ; or elfe, to ad. 
drefs our devotion to unclean ‘and evil fpi- 
rits, fuch as the Jannanes : The virtue op. 
pofite to this vice is religion, fuch as you 
make profeflion of with refpeét to the god: 
defs of virtue, by your diligent attendance 
at her ceremonies and inftruétions : but the 
perfection of this virtue, ts the initiation of 
the heart and mind, a regularity of man- 
ners, fupported by an intire perfuafion of 
the rewards, or of the punifhments, of that 
life to come, the idea of which is as deeply 
imprinted in every mind, as that of a deity 
perfe&ly juft and mighty. A fecond crime, 
is an irregular felf-love ; from thence pro- 
ceeds your unconcern at the misfortunes of 
others, the injuftice of your pretenfions and 
‘vengeance for offences fometimes never 
defign'd you. : The virtue oppofite to this 
crime is, a love of your neighbours and 
your equals ; by that you will become 
compaffionate to the indigent: you will 
rather give up your own right, than de- 
prive your fellow-citizen of any thing 
which is his; you will pacify your quar- 
rels by advances of friendfhip, rather than 
| heighter 
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eighten them by your prepoffeflions : but 
e perfection of this virtue, is a general 
ove for mankind, comprehending even your 
nemies. 


We know that one of the reafons alledg’d 
y the Fetiferos, for making their initiates 
ndure fo much pain, was, to accuftom 
hem to bear the torments to swhich you 
re expos d from your enemies, if by mif- 
ortune you are taken in war: But forbear 
om this day to treat them in that man- 
er, and you will foon fee them milder. 
mong whom would you have this inhuman 
uftom begin to ceafe ; among favages, who 
itherto have no light either of reafon or 
ligion, or among your felves, whom the 
oddefs of virtue is fo happily come to en+ 
ghten ? Encounter your enemies in the 
ars to which your prince fhall lead or fend 
ou ; but treat the prifoners, who may fall 
to your hands, with humanity and meeke - 
fs : And moreover, accuftom your felves, 
y pardoning your private enemies and 
ountrymen, to pardon your foreign ene- 
ues. To conclude, beloved candidates, If 
e give you thefe maxims in private, it is 
ot that you fhall abfolutely keep them to 
our felves, and deprive your fellow-citi- 
‘ns of them : virtue has nothing hidden ; 
er chief aim is, to be known every-where ; 
ut it is, that you may not offer them too | 
Vou. II. 5 bluntly 
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bluntly to men who are yet weak or una 
to learn. This high degree of perfedig 
muft be taught them with prudence ; an 
you cann’t better fhew them the paths tha 
lead to it, than by walking in them yoy 
felves. 


Tue zeal of the Egyptian priefts wa 
not limited, to the fervice of the chapels: 
they employ’d the remainder of the day; 
a continu’d and peculiar education of th 
fons of the Fetiferos, deftin’d to be one dy 
the priefts of the goddefs of virtue: They 
duc’d their particular duties toa good exampk 
and doétrine : They made them comprehent 
to what. point they were to carry this goo 
example, to make that obligation their ow 
which was already enjoin’d to the initiate 
they however commended the good exam 
ples they already gave: but they dida 
conceal from them, that they had byt 
not attain’d to the doétrine requir’d for tt 
accomplifhing thofe funétions, which how 
ever it would be their duty to experience! 
a very fewryears ; that they would fi 
themfelves oblig’d to advance, as well 
Virtue as ftudy, with giants fteps: Th 
told them from the firft day, that they mi 
begin by learning the arts of reading 4 
writing, which they would teach the 
and to make them, as much as poñii 

— in two things at the fame tirés, 
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that they would give them the rudiments of 
thefe arts in books of religion and morality, 
compos d according tothe maxims of Egypt, 
and in the Phœnician tongue: That this 
language, of which the Pheenician com- 
merce had already given them fome notion, 
but which was not common with them, muft 
be that of their books for the inftruétion of 
priefts, and even of the rites of their future 
temple, to preferve a greater dignity in 
them ; but that the explication of thefe 
rites, as well as inftruétions of all kinds, 
ought always to be given to the people in 
the vulgar tongue. To encourage thefe 
new difciples the more to the labours they 
had to go through, their inftitutors declar’d, 
that they would exercife the funétions of 
priefts and fuperiors in Guiney no longer 
than five years, and to the following ini- 
tiation, which they fettled at that diftance 
of time, by a rule which was always to 
{ubfüft : That then it fhould be their turn 
0 prefide at the initiation, to diffufe the 
jruits of it in time throughout the whole 
kingdom ; and finally, to form themfelves 
heir own fucceffors. 


THEY did not confine themfelves to the 
education of the fons of the Fetiferos alone : 
he Pheenician priefts, who were pretty 
umerous in the fect, animated by the 
zeal of the Egyptians, offer d likewife, 

| during 
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during thefe five years, and “till the fons of 
the Fetiferos were capable of fupplying 
their places, to keep fchools, into which 
they would take not only candidates, bu 
all the children of diftinétion who might be 
too young to partake of the initiation : but, 
as it was in the vulgar tongue of Guiney 
they chiefly propos’d to teach reading and 
writing, they adapted the characters of the 
Pheenicians to all the pronunciations of thi 
tongue ; as the Pheenicians had already 
fupply’d the Greek, and the languages of 
other nations, which their refort had in 
fome meafure civiliz’d. However, with : 
view to a double advantage, the inftruction 
which the Egyptian priefts gave on common 
days in the chapels, and copy’d in the vulgar 
tongue, as they had been fpoke, were the 
books for reading, and copies for writing, 
which the Pheenician priefts made ufe of to 
teach thefe children both thefe arts : It was 
of infinite fervice to them afterwards. in ther 
trade, and all their other occurrences ; fa 
that which is good for one reafonable objet, 
_ is generally good for many more. 


Aut thefe exercifes had continu’d du- 
ring forty days with a wonderful zeal; 
when one night heavy noifes and intel 
rupted houlings, which feem’d to come from 
‘afar, were heard on that fide towards the 
grove. The inhabitants of all that _ 

Py too 
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took refuge, as they were wont to do on 
the like occafions, in the city ; ; for they 
knew, by melancholy experience, that when 
the Jannanes were once difpers’d thro’ the 
country, they fpar’d none of thote who fell 
into their hands. The priefts, when they 
went at the ufual hour into the cha- 
els, found but half the number of the 
affiftants, and even of the candidates, - It 
is true, the king and his officers .did not ab- 
fent themfelves ; but all the feats for the | 
queen’s houfhold, beginning from her own, 
were empty in the afternoon. The priefts, 
inftead of difcourfing on the fubjeét of the 
day, us’d their utmoft endeavours to recover 
the reft of their auditory from that terror 
which appear’d in the faces even of thofe 
who were come thither for no other end 
than to try to overcome it. They told them, 
that the evil genius’s were of neceflity fub- 
jet to the goddefs of virtue ; and that their 
attempts, tho’ they fhould be real, ought 
to have no other effect upon them, than to 
double the confidence of her fervants in 
her. They had agreed the fame morning 
with Cheres, not to explain themfelves far- 
ther ; and he himfelf had obtain’d from the 
king, with whom he had conferr’d in pri- 
vate, a power at large to take fuch meafures 
againtt this unforefeen obftacle as he fhould 
judge moft expedient, and moft ready. 
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Tuese fpirits, who had compafs’d à: 
great part of their defign by their voices 
alone, did not doubt, bit by appearing the 
following night in the plain, which was be. 
tween the grove and the city, in their mof IR di 
tétrifying equipage, they fhould entirely BM th 
finifh their work, and itrecoverably deftroy I ya 
the new initiation. Cheres, on his fide, D pt 
Was not idle ; but, imagining their defign, Hi tr 
had given the officers of his fleet dire€tion I ct 
where to poft a certain number of their troops DS m 
privately, and at the beginning of the night, à dr 
in hollow parts of the fields that they I of 
might not be difcover’d : He order’d thefe HR à 
officers to Have their men lightly arm’d, in [i di 
cafe of need ; but inform’d them his intén- = w 
tion was, if poffible, that they fhould kill I o 
no one ; but fuffering the phantoms to ad- i ti 
Vance as much as could be into the plain, I tt 
and cutting off their retreat to the grove, D n 
they fhould drive them towards the city, Bb 
without the gates of which he would be J i 


| ready to feceive them. g 


AT the beginning of the following night I t 
the Jannanes were heard to bellow and houl 
in their grove much louder than the fir. 
time, and uttering cries fhriller and deeper 
than was in the power of any human organ. 
After this prelude, which laftcd about an 
hour, were feen at a diftance, coming out 
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of the grove, fpeétres of a gigantick fta- 
ture, in whom nothing of form was to be 
difcern’d but fparkling eyes, and flaming » 
jaws, or monfters of different fhapes whofe 
whole bodies were luminous: At a greater 
diftance were feen torrents of fire traverfing 
the fields wMich were planted or fown, and 
yavaging them with a frightful noife. The 
Phoenician officers communicating to their 
troops that prefence of mind with which 
Cheres had infpir’d them, befet this infernal 
mafquerade behind, and on the fides, and 
drove them upon Cheres, who with a troop 
of chofen men met them in the front. Then 
both parties only made ufe oftheir {words to 
difarm the Jannanes of their pontards, with 
which they:attempted to defend themfelves, 
or to take away their lighted torches which 
they endeavoured to thruft into the faces of 
thofe who were about to unveil them fo un- 
mercifully. ‘They bound them, to the num- 
ber of about two hundred : And as Cheres 
imagin’d they would he down on the 
ground, and chufe rather to be maffacred 
in that condition, than fubmit to the fhame 
they were going to expofe them to, they 
ty’d them behind a certain number of horfes 
they had with them : fo that all the foldiers 
had to do, was to make thefe new-fangled 
prifoners ftand upright, againft their wills. 
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Ir was about break of day when this 
monftrous tatter’d crew enter'd the city, 
They were led tothe fpace between the two 
chapels, to do homage, as Cheres faid, to 
the goddefs of virtue. The exercifes of 
this day were chang’d to a figMt of this re- 
markable triumph. All the inhabitants of 
Acara, a great many of the neighbouring 
villages, the king himfelf, and {oon after- 
wards the queen, repair’d to this great fquare, 
to be witneffes of the fhame of the Jannanes, 
who however as yet had not fhewn their 
faces. They left them for fome time bv- 
ry d under their difguifes, which the tat- 
ter'd condition they were 1n;..the-difadvan- 
tage of being feen fo near at-hand, and the 
light of the day, render’d as ridiculous, as 
they had appear’d terrible in thezerder they 
were rang’d, by the diftance of the objeds, 
and under the fhadow of the night. At 
their feet were thrown down poles, on the 
ends whercof were monftrous heads of pafte- 
board, thro’ the holes of which were feen 
extinguifh’d lamps. On the ground lay bo- 
dies of the fame fubftance, and fet off in 
the fame manner, which being carry’d by 
two men, refembled four-footed beafts. 
They were, in a word, inventions not un- 
like thofe which are in ufe on our theatres 
for fupernatural reprefentations. However, 
the greater part of them were barely és” 

| wilh 
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with black facks from the top of their heads 
to below their knees ; and it wasthefe, who, 
‘coining the flames of their torches, imitated 
torrents of fire. At their girdles they had 
either whiftles, which were exceeding fhrill, 
or bladders of a fort of wild horfe, 

| call'd Janaca, which ferv’d to {well their 
founds.* | 


Tue hour being at laft come to difcover 
the faces of thefe captives, Cheres gave the 
Egyptian priefts a wink, to lead the fons 
and daughters of the Fetiferos into the pa- 
lace, that they might not be prefent at the 
bloody facrifice, with which the king had- 

| already threaten’d thefe victims, who were | 
eafily difcover’d to be but men. A moment 
afterwards the veils which cover’d them were 
all torn off at one and the fame time : And 
all that were prefent, excepting Cheres, who 
expected nothing elfe, were aftonifh’d to fee 
the well-known faces of the Fetiferos. The 
king, more incens’d againft them than-he 
would have been againft any other perfons, 
by reafon of their dire difobedience to his 
laft’ commands, immediately -pronounc’d 
their fentence of death. He only deferrd 
the execution of it till the conclufion of the 
initiation ; that, during this fpace of time, 


* Dapper relates the fame fa& of the diviners, or 
Impoftors of Guiney, p. 255, and 256. 
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people might, in general, recolleé the num. 
ber of ravages and murders they bad beep 
guilty of, to proportion in fome meafure the 
weight of their punifhment to that of their 
crimes. This, however, was not the inten. 
tion of Cheres, whofe thoughts were bent 
upon moderating the fentence ; But he was Hi 
refolv’d to let them fuffer all the dreadfy! | 
apprehenfions they had but too much de. 
ferv'd. They were in the mean time con- 
vey'd to the royal prifons, to the fatistattion 
of all the people. 


THE children of the Fetiferos, hearing 
this news in the palace, were feiz’d with the 
greater confternation, as their parents never 
betthem into the fecret of their impoftures’till 
they were initiated to the Jannanes. Cheres, 
who acecompany’d the king into his palace, 
took advantage of the moving fight of thefe 
young perfons, who were drown’d im tears, 
to excite his compaffion. He obferv’d to à 
him, that young men who were deftin’dto RS 
the priefthood of the goddefs of virtue, 
ought to have no blemifh upon their reputa- 
tion. ‘That there was room to hope from 
their zeal for the fervice of the publick, and 
from the purity of their religion, that they 
would make amends for the trefpaffes and 
fuperftitions of the Fetiferos ; but that no- 
thing would ever efface in the eyes of the 
yulgar the difgrace of their fathers having 
fuffer'd 
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uffer’d publick fhame. The punifhment of 
parents, added he, is with common people 
a greater difhonour to the moft innocent fa- 
milies, than the moft Heihous crimes, when 
left unpunifh’d, are to the guilty themfelves, 
The king immediately anfwer’d, that hav- 
ing no other view in facrificing the Fetife- 
ros, than in vengeance to the goddefs of 
virtue, he would defift from it, if it was 
difagreeable to him. ‘Therefore he refert’d 
entirely to him the cafe of finding an expé- 
dient which might effectually prevent thefe 
wretches from ever difturbing the worfhip 
of the goddefs, or thé eafe of his fubjetts. 
All the children of the Fetiferos, the daugh- 
tets not excluded, proftrated themfelves be- 
fore the king, to acknowledge his clemency, 
for which they pereeiv’d thé obligation was 
due to Cheres. At going out, Cheres.told 
the king in private, that with regard to fu- 
perftitions, of which there were yet great 
‘remains in the kingdom, and which could 
not all be deftroy’d by conviétions of fac, 
as that of the Jannanes ; he thought it would 
always be better to punifh them by con- 
tempt and derifion, than by chaftifement, 
which often does but give a greater weight 
to them. | 


THERE yet remain’d three days of the 
exercifes of the initiation. The children of 
the Fetiferos were difpens’d with the two 

| firft 
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firft days, not to expofe them to the eyeso 
the publick, ‘ull the doom of their father, 
who were yet inform’d of nothing, wasde. 
termin’d. Cheres himfelf abfented for the 
two days, which he imploy’d in vifitin 
the grove, in company with two of the 
Egyptian priefts, and fome of the chi 
officers of Guiney. Behind three or fon 
rows of trees, which border’d this grow 
towards the plain, they difcover’d a pic 
of ground, extended as far as the eye coull 
reach, border’d at that diftance by huts de. 
fign’d to lodge the candidates which the 
Fetiferos expected at the conclufion of the 
year ; and on the right they perceiv'd à 
walk lin’d with very thick and high hedges 
that led to their college, which, as well 
as their temple, was fituated without the 
city. 


However, it was not here they fount 
the moft remarkable thing of the grove 
They. foon obferv’d that there arofe in dif. 
ferent parts of the open fpace, from time to 
time, and at certain diftances, fomething like 
ftreams of imoak. Cheres and the Egyptian 
priefts immediately concluded, that there was 
a mine of fulphur in that place, and they told 
the officers who accompany’d them, thi 
thefe ftreams of fmoak appear’d in the ob- 
{curity of the night as ftreams of flames 
They explain’d to them this e¢ffeé of the 

4 terreftrial 
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terreftrial exhalations, which find a freer 
vent in fome places than in others. They 
told them, that in Italy, from whence mer: 
chandize was brought to them, there was a 
diftri&, to which a like Phenomenon, that 
was there perpetual, had given the name of 
Vulcan’s Market, or the Phlegrean Fields *, 
That it was very probable the firft Fetiferos 
had taken advantage of this quality of the 
earth in thefe hot climates, to magnify the 
idea of it in the minds of the people, and 
to make them believe, that thefe exhala- 
tions were living beings, who difperfed 
themfelves at will throughout the whole 
plain. To leave, however, fome marks of 
devaftation in a place which had fo long 
been a refuge for fuch impious wretches; he 
gave orders, with the king’s confent, to cut 
| down the trees which feparated this place 
from the plain, and particularly the walk 
which led from the grove to the college of 
the Fetiferos. 


THE eve of the laft day of the initiation 
publick notice was given, that all the citi- 
zens might repair the enfuing forenoon to 
the place which feparated the two chapels. 
In the place where the altar of the future 
temple was to be erected was fet a large 


* Forum Vulcani, Campi Phlegræi, now Solfatara in 
the kingdom of Naples. See the defcription and print 
of it in the Theatre of Italy of Mr. Bleau, Vel. 3. 

{quare 
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fquare ftone, and in the middle of it à fx 
me of marble, which Cheres had got py, 
vately carv’d by Phenician workmen. | 
was an image of no great heighth, but ex 
ceedingly well proportion’d, in Egyptian 
habit, having one hand on the head of: 
* fheep, holding in the other a fhepherd’ 
crook, and with eyes lift up to heaven, 
Every one being plac’d much in the fame 
order as in the chapels, the Egyptian priefts 
led the children of the Fetiferos thither, and 
then declar’d to the whole aflembly ; That 
the king, who was in perfon prefent, had 
vouchfafed to grant the criminals their lives, 
in confideration of the exemplary regularity 
of their fons, of the great progrefs they had 
already made in the fciences they taught. 
them, and of the zeal, of which they al- 
ready gave great marks, for the fervice of 
the goddefs and the publick good. Thus 
the fhame of the fathers turn’d to the honour 
of their children. ‘The king having con. 
firm’d this declaration by his affent, five 
or fix of the ancienteft Fetiferos, ftrialy 
guarded, were brought into the midft of the 
affembly to reprefent the reft. Every one 
was furpriz’d with aftonifhment to fee two 
of them, who, in thefe three days impri- 
fonment, from negroes, were become whiter 
than Europeans. It is true, there had been 
examples of thefe monfters in colour among 
the natives of Guiney. They even lookd 
| upon 
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upon their condition as a conftant leprofy, 
and fo much the more as their whitenefs was 
almoft perfe&tly pale. But they fancy’d 
they had never feen any but who had been 
fo from their birth ; and very few knew 
that a revolution of the humours in extream 
forrow or fear was capable of producing 
this effect in fome men, whofe bodies were 
more fufceptible than others of the impref- 
fions of the mind. From a caufe fomething 


like this it is, that black hair has become 
grey in a night*. 


THE king himfelf having fpent fome 
| time in thefe reflections, his minifter, who 

was feated at his feet, rofe up and faid; 
That the king not only granted the Feti- 
feros their lives, but had even aflign’d their 
college, of which the temple alone fhould 
be raz’d, for their prifon. ‘That indeed his 
intention was, they fhould be confin’d there 
for the remainder of their days, and that 
during their whole lives they fhould have 
no manner of intercourfe, under any pre- 


* Pontis in his Memoirs relates this laft fa& as having 
happen’d to himfelf; and there are other examples to con- 
firm it : But fee Dapper, p. 332. quoting Voflius de Ori- 
gine Nili on this colour, cafual to negroes, which has 
caus d thofe who have had it to be nam d by the Portu- 
guele Albinos. This author even adds, that this incon- 
venience would frequently happen to the greater number 
of them, if they did not keep up the beauty of their 
black by often anointing themielves. 


text 


v12 Lhe Life of SETHOS 
text whatfoever, with any one from with. 
out. ‘That moreover, it was his will, tha 
the adminiftration of their incomes, and all 
authority over their college, fhould, from 
that very day, be committed to thofe of their 
fons of the age of twenty-five, who were 
initiated to the goddefs of virtue. But that 
they fhould afterwards divide this admini. 
ftration and authority with their brethren, 
who were likewife initiated as they attain’d 
to the fame age. ‘That the king’s defign, 
however, was, that the children of the Fe. 
tiferos, male and female, who had then 
their dwelling in the palace, fhould remain 
there till the facerdotal college of the new 
temple was built, and they could there form 
a community, for which the Egyptian priefts 
would give them proper regulations. But : 
that he allow’d and commanded thofe of 
their fons who had attain’d the age pre- 
{crib’d, to make choice that very day of fuch 
amongft them as they thought the moft pro- 
per to refide in the college of the Fetiferos ; 
to provide for the maintenance of their fa- 
thers, and efpecially of their mothers, who 
they hop’d had not been accomplices of 
their husbands crimes: ‘That neverthelefs, 
with refpeét to their behaviour, they fhould 
be under the fame dependance as they, tho’ 
for their perfons not doom’d to the fame 
confinement. In purfuance of this the pri- 
foners were all conducted to their ancient 
habitation 
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abitation by a fufficient guard, of which 
he king always kept a certain number these 
» fee his orders obey’d ; and the fame 
ening fix of the moft prudent of their . 
ons were deputed to take poffeffion, in the 
ame of all the reft, of the adminiftration 
ith which they were entrufted: referving, 
however, the right of coming every day by 
rns, to be prefent at the inftructions which 


e Egyptian priefts gave their brethren in 
he palace. 


THIS interruption being at an end, the 
gyptian priefts refum’d and finifh’d the 
ubje& of the initiation. They told the whole 
ffembly : That in order to imprint more 
firmly in their memories, and in their hearts, 
he leffons of the goddefs, which they had 
eceiv'd with fo much fubmiflion ; they 
ould continue once every week in the 
hapel the exercifes of every day of the pre- 
aration, “till in the future temple they 
night inftitute ceremonies more venerable, 
nd better adapted to the different feftivals 
Mf the year : That the initiates fhould have 
othing peculiar but one day in every month, 
n which they alone would be admitted into 
he chapels. They finifh’d what was di- 
ected to the whole affembly by the facri- 
ce of a fheep, a victim offer’d in the name 
of this great flock who enter’d into the fold 
of the goddefs of wifdom, who on the 
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other hand offer d herfelf to them a, 
fhepherd. 


To conclude, the candidates alone be. 
ing aflembled in the afternoon in the ch. 
pels, a very fhort writing, divided into two 
parts, was prefented them. The firft con. 
tain’d the obligations peculiar to their con. 
dition, and the fecond, the chief failing 
they were to avoid in the commerce of life: 
all conformable to the more extenfive in. 
ftructions they had receiv’d in the courfe of 
the preparation. They told them, that thof 
amongft them who fhould become exper 
enough in the art of. writing, in which th 
Pheenician priefts were willing to inftruf 
them, fhould copy this writing with thei 
own hands, and carry it always about them 


_ They immediately read the firft part to 


them ; and upon the promife they all mat 
ef obferving all thofe things which wer 
there prefcrib’d them ; they put on every 
one, without any diftinétion of fex, a whilt 
fcarf, beginning by the royal family, ani 
ending by Cheres, who would be himfelf : 
pagtaker of it. After this ceremony the] 
proceeded to the fecond part of this writing, 
which contain’d the trefpaffes they wari 
them to avoid. ‘Tho’ the moft heinouso 
thefe were not. of the number of thok 
which the king took cognizance of by hi! 
judges ; they declar’d to them, —_ 

fault 
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faults, being known and prov’d, would be 
a forfeiture of the fcarf to the guilty, on 4 
fentence of the priefts, publifh’d in prefence 
of all the initiates, and that being fo ex- 
cluded, they could not be reftor’d ’till the 
next term for initiation, when they muft 
gain go thro’ all the preparations and cere- 
onies of it as at firft; and that even ther 
they fhould not be admitted but according 
o the difpofitions the priefts fhould find in 
them. The reafon they alledg’d for this 
punifhment was, that befides the peculiar 
and perfonal concern every one of them in 
particular had to live upto the ftriéteft rules 
of virtue, they were.to keep up the honour 
of the fociety they were about to form; 
and therefore, it would be unreafonable, that 
ranfgreffors, if fuch there fhould unhap- . 
ily be amongft them, fhould live in com- 

nunity with virtuous perfons; or retake the 
exterior banner of virtue, before they had 
riven evident marks of repentance: But 
hey took care to add, that this exclufion 
hould not in any manner influence the pub: 
ick or domeftick fun@ions of private per- 
ons, or in the leaft leffen the refpe& or 
bedience otherwife due to them ; becaufe | 
rue religton ferv’d rather to ftrengthen than 
0 deftroy the order and laws of nature and 
vil fociety. ä | 


ee 
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Tuis was beyond difpute the moft im. 
portant inftitution Cheres made in Guiney, 
It was the employment of near a year for 
him, and he ftaid another year there to 
confirm it; to overfee the building of the 
temple, which not being of ftone did not 
require fo much time as an Egyptian edi 
fice ; to affift the king with the counfels he 
himfelf feem’d to defire in the other parts of 
government ; and finally to eftablifh the 
Pheenician trade in Acara. ‘The king, who 
had more than once heard the wonderfil 
actions of Cheres related ; admiring, in par 
ticular, the work of the initiation, accom. 
plifh’d with fo much prudence, refolution, 
and affability, and obferving the regard the 
moft venerable priefts of his own nation hat 
for him, even in things which concerni 
their miniftry, foon imagin’d that he wa 
himfelf an Egyptian initiate. Therefor, 
difcourfing one day freely with him, li 
confefs’d that he was mov’d by a fervent 
defire of going in queft of thofe heroick 
qualities he perceiv’d in him, to what he 
imagin’d to be the fource of them, th 
Egyptian initiation. He befought him t 
be affiftant to him in this defign, whic 
feem’d very expedient. for a king, who, 
like himfelf, after a very unpolifh’d an 

vicious education, hag prefum’d to under 
take the giving of manners and politenefs t0 
a mation barbarous rand almoft favag 
| Chers 
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Cheres anfwer’d him without hefitation; that 
he fhould never have gone out of the king- 
dom of Memphis, if he had thought himfelf 
of fo much advantage, and fo neceffary to that 
kingdom, as the king was to that of Gui- 
ney; that he already exercis’d, with regard 
to his people, all the heroifm he could 
bring from Egypt; that this heroifm itfelf, 
ina king like him, confifted in renouncing, 
in favour of his fubjects, the glory of a title 
of which he had had no occafion, to en- 
courage him in an undertaking he had 
already fo happily advanc’d ; that his pre- 
fence was of more confequence than ever, 
to enforce and extend the fruits of the new 
inftitution. Cheres fpoke but too true, for 
it was abolifh’d fome few years after this 
king’s death. However, to remove all 
fufpicion that he talk’d to him as a perfon 
who would comfort another for the want of 
a prerogative he himfelf enjoy’d, this hero, 
by a generous facrifice of the opinion, how- 
ever juft, which the king had of him, told 
him, concealing the truth, and yet not tell- 
ing him a falfhood, that there was no fuch 
name as Cheres in the lift of the Egyptian 
initiates, and that he thought himfelf too 
‘much honour’d to wear with him the fcarf 
of Guiney. He next recommended to his 
particular care, to improve the education of 
the youth of his kingdom. He obferv’d to 
him, that therein confiftéd the chief advan- 
| 1 3 tage 
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tage of the new initiation, in the form they 
had given’ it; forafmuch as the youth 
having had the greateft fhare in it, were t 
him as a new generation, upon whom he 
could with much greater fecurity depend 
than upon men fill’d with former prejudices, 
and harden’d in antient cuftoms; that he 
might find fomething more fatisfadtory : in 
publifhing ordinances, which would imme, 
diately take effect; “but that this effed, 
however advantageous, was generally forc’d 
and did not conftitute, properly fpeaking 
the manners of a nation, till children as ya 
unborn fhould find it more antient tha 
they : That in many cafes he did not dif. 
approve of forcing men to be happy, or of 
promoting their profperity in {pite of their 
prejudices ; but that, in general, it wa 
with 4 good king, as with a provident 
father of a family, who did not think much 
of planting trees which he could not him: 
felf propoie to fee in a long time, if Lai 
jn their greateft perfeétion. 


Wirx regard to the Rhœnician commerce, 
which was Cheres’s main objeét, he had no 
great trouble to eftablifh that in Acara 
The intercourfe the inhabitants of this city 
had held with the Pheenicians of the fleet, 
“had taught them, that this nation, fa 
from beirg a prejudices to their trade, wa 
very proper to improye it; not jan 

thes 
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heir great correfpondence, but by their 
knowledge and advice. ‘Thus, before the con- 
lufion of the fecond year, the whole haven | 
of Acara was open to the Pheenicians of the 
ape of Palms; and the cape of the three 
points was no longer a barrier between 
thefe two nations. The number of the 
Egyptian priefts was likewife increas’d on 
this occafion in Guiney : And Cheres, not 
forgetting the afliftance thofe he had left 
behind him in Congo and new Pheenicia 
would ftand in need of, to fave them the 
trouble of procuring them from Memphis 
fent them fome of thefe, And this likewife 
enabled him, without doing prejudice to 
the fervice of Guiney, to take along with 
him at his departure, the fix priefts which 
were remaining of thé ten who embark’d in 
the fleet at Taprobane. As he had never _ 
been out of their fight from the day they~ 
difcover’d him at Galiba, and that fo what 
change was in his countenance was infen- 
ifible to them; they were witneflés of im 
portance to him againft the time he fhould 
think it proper to difcover himfelf. 


I sHAN’T here relate the forrow he left 
behind him in Acara, the day he fet fail to 
purfue his voyage. He himfelf had been 
mov’d to compaflion by it, if hé had not in 
time provided againft it by the refleétion, 
that he was but a traveller, who ought not 

} 4 to 
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to fix his heart upon any thing in his pa. 
fage, and who was not allow’d to enjoy in 
foreign countries the fweets of his own goo 
works. | 


He was inform'd at the cape of the three 
Points, that in order to fail to the cape of 
Palms, and to purfue the coaft to Hercules’ 
ftreights, he muft from place to place take 
pilots who knew the foundings and rocks, 
and efpecially the entrances into the havens, 
which were generally attended with pecu- 
liar difficulties. ‘They indeed made him 
keep the main till he arriv’d at the weften 
point of the cape of Palms, where he difco- 
ver’d upon an eminency a {mall grove of 
palm-trees * which had given occafion to 
the negroes to call the cape by this name 
1 find, however, in another of my authors, 
. that this name came likewife from the cab- 
bins hung upon palm-trees, twenty o1 
thirty feet above the earth, in which the 
negroes fhelter’d themfelves from the moi 
fture of the foil, the nuifance of infeds, 
and the affaults of rovers + The Phœni- 
cians, and after them the Greeks, as we 
have already obferv’d, call’d this cape, ‘The 
Hefperian horn or point { Hefperum cornu. | 


:* Lapper, p. 275. 
t Father Loyer’s voyage to IMai, which is in the fam? 
anton. | | 


Her 
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Here we may fet the firft bounds to the 
voyage, or defign at leaft, of Cheres: for 
as he found in this place a large Pheenician. 
colony, fettled with confent of the king 
of Guiney ; he had united the two extremi-. 
ties of the Phoenician trade, from Taprobane 
thither ; and traced out a continued courfe, 
till then unknown, between thefe two ex- 
tremities. It was for that reafon likewife, 
he refolv’d to put a period to his fettlements ; 
believing his calling, and faying that his 
‘commiffion, had no view to countries or 
| coafts already difcover’d. He was fatisfy’d 
with exhorting the Phoenician merchants at 
the cape of Palms to enter into an immediate 
correfpondence with thofe of new Pheenicia. 
| They were already of themfelves inclin’d to 
it, and told: him, that they had almoft a 
year before receiv’d intimation, from the 
B king of Tyre, that the intendancy of the 
| weftern commerce was conferr'd on Afery~ 
mus, in cafe Cheres with his fleet fhould 
open a paflage to them, 


He departed therefore from the cape of 
Palms, with a defign to take a. curfory 
view, as of mere curiofity, of the cities on 
the coaft, which begins there to turn and 
| ftretch to the north. He confin’d himfelf 
even not to land, but where Pheenician 
| colonies were fettled ; to whom it was pro- 
per 
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per to give in perfon an account of th 
communication they had found betwee 
the two feas, and to direé& them in th 
courfe. But tho’ he had nothing more tp 
do, according to his prefent purpofe, by 
to carry the fleet to the neareft northem 
part of Egypt, to fend it from thence to 
Tyre, which is very near to it; he defird 
leave to fojourn a month in the {facred 
country of the Hefperides, which he had 
heard of in Egypt, and which was fituated 
towards the moft northern part of the 
weftern coafts of Africa. | 


Tuey foon difcover’d the Hippodromus 
or entrance into Ethiopia, from whence 
they were departing | Hippodromus Æthio- 
piæ, the coaft of Malaguetta. | For Homer 
himfelf * has diftinguifh’d the wefterm 
Ethiopia, which is this, from the eaftem 
above Egypt. They perceiv’d at the fame 
time, a little more northward, but pretty 
far within land, -that chain of mountains, 
which from their height was call’d the 
chariot of the Gods. They next difcover’d 
a high mountain, at the foot of which the 
beating of the waves makes a noife, which, 
at a diftance, refembles the roaring of 4 
lionnefs [ Sierra Lionna, | Ptolemy feems to 


have plac’d the Hefperum Cornu chere t. 


* Odyfley 1. . 
+ See Prolemy's charts by Bertius. 
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\bove the 16th degree they found the 
outh of the river Stachir, [the river of the 
Mallous |, and at length the city of Babiba 
[Guinala|, in which there being a Phe. 
ician colony, occafion’d their firft landing. 
Having refrefh’d themfelves in this port for 
fome days, they put to fea again, and pafs’d 
by the river Darades [Gambia |, towards 
the 13th degree *. ‘The largeft river they 
were to meet with on this coaft was the 
Nujus [the Senegal], near to the 18th 
degree ; at the mouth of which they found 
the promontory and city of Soloes, which 
being fubjeét to the Phoenicians, they had 
alarger colony there than at the cape of 
Palms : Having there made enquiry about 
the iflands they had left on the left-hand 
at the height of 15 degrees, they were 
told, that they were ten in number, and 
were call’d the Gorgades [ the iflands of 
cape Verd |. Tho’ Ptolemy has omitted 
them, and Pliny varies very much as to 
their fituation, ’tis very probable thefe are 
the iflands mention’d by Diodorus +, in the 
hiftory related pretty much at large of the 
defeat of the Gorgons by the Amazons of 
Africa, who went to encounter them in 
their own habitations. 


* The agreement of the ancient names to the modern 
ones, is here taken from the graduation of Cellarius’s 
charts, compared with the chart of Africa, by M. 
rifle, 1722 7 SRR s, 
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Att the coafts they had pafs’d from th 
Hippodromus, were the coafts of the Inwa; 
Libya feparated. from Getula, which thy 
were now going to coaft, by the river Nj. 
gris [the Niger] ; this is one of the large 
rivers of the world, and has its {welling 
like the Nile, with which it has ben 
thought to have had a communication by 
its fprings. ‘This river, inftead of difchargi 
it felf into the fea, lofes it felf in the earth: 
but it is reafonable to think it has its pal. 
faze out again, and falls into the Atlantic 
ocean, under the name of fome other river 
which in reality are but branches of this *, 


‘Departinc from Soloes, they agreed ty 
fail in one ftretch, and without anchoring, 
*till they had pafs’d the great Atlas. Thi 
long chain of mountains is crofs’d by the 
tropick of Cancer; and the drought of 
the plains, as well as the ferocity of the Au- 
tololes, and fome other favages met with 
there, had hinder’d the Phoenicians from 
making any fettlement for trade on all thi 
coaft, and even almoft as far beyond the 
great Atlas, but declining to the eaft to the 
promontory of Hercules, towards the fouti 
of which was feen a city call’d Tamufig: 
[ Meffa, or Temeft | where the Phoenicians 
had made a confiderable fettlement. 

* This feems verify’d with regard to the Senegal. 

| THi 
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Tue iflands they had juft left on their 
frehand towards the 30th degree, before 
ey reach’d the land of ‘Tamufiga, were 
or eight or ten days the fubje& of feveral 
lifcourfes between the Pheenicians of the 
feet, and thofe of the colony : Thefe in- 
md the former that they were the Fortu- 
hate iflands [the Sealer] where the poets 
have plac’d the fouls of good men ; they 
are for that reafon much more famcus than 
‘Mithe Gorgades, from which they are to be 
. diftinguifh’d, tho’ moft of our geographers 
have not been fo exact. Ptolemy himfelf 
places the Fortunate iflands between the 
joth and 20th degrees of northern latitude, 
which is the fituation of the Gorgades, inftead 
of placing them between the 2oth and 3oth 
degrees, which is their true fituation. 


CHERES having acquainted the Phent- 
clans of Tamufiga with his defign of vifiting 
the facred country of the Hefperides ; they 
‘inform’d him, that after having pafs’d the 


little Atlas, he muft immediately repair with | 
ihis whole fleet to hifhaven of Banafa on 
the river Subur *;the fouthern borders of 


[this country: That he would likewife be 
oblig’d to leave his whole fleet at Banafa, 
under the fafeguard of the colony of their 


* Subu, Dapper, 139. 
: nation, 
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nation, who, happily for that fettleme 
were mafters of the city: For, faid the; 
the inhabitants of the country of the He 
fperides, who call themfelves Atlantide, 
never fuffer cwo foreign veffels, under th 
fame colours, to enter at the fame time int 
their only port of Lixus [La Rache] ; ng 
more than five men of the fame Com pany 
to enter Lixa, fituate farther up in th 
country, and the only place they hay 
which goes by the name of a city. Purfian 
to this, Cheres pafs’d the Little Atlas, the 
only one which our geographers knew be. 
fore Ptolemy, who was the firft of the Greek 
that made two of them *. It ts in the 334 
degree of northern latitude, and is a@ually 
that which took its name from king Atlas, 


Cueres being furnifh’d with thefe inftn- 
ions, fail’d towards Banafa +; he enterd 
into the Subur, a noble and very navigabk 
river, as Pliny expreflesit ||, and arriv’d under 
full fail at Banafa, tho’ fome leagues diftant 
from the fea. ‘This city, fituate on the 
fouthern banks of the river, had on the 
other fhore oppofite to it the confines of the 
country of the Atlantides: but neither the 
Pheenicians, nor the other inhabitants o 
the fame fide, had any communication from 


* Cellar. Africæ, p.219. + Tefenfarus, or Fan 
farus, according to Marmol. PA Fee. 


thenct 
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hence with thefe fingular people, whofe 
ievotion to the gods had render’d them an 
pbjedt of fanétity, with regard to all other 
nen. And befides, their banks had no man- 
er of port, or other haven, but from {pace to 
pace for little fifhing barks; and they fith’d 
on both fides ; but as the river is extremely 
proad, the barks, which were mutually re- 
yarded as foreign one to the other, ran no 
risk of meeting one another, contrary (© 
the prohibition laid upon the Atlantides, and 
which their neighbours had laid upon them- 
felves, with regard to them. There was 
only near the mouth of the river, and in 
the place where the city of Subur has fince 
been built, a very large glacis cover’d with 
a roof fupported by feveral rows of pillars, 
but open on all fides ; thither the Pheni- 
cian merchants went to fhew their mer- 
chandizes with which they furnifh’d the 
Atlantides : but they had not the opportu- 
nity of giving them the exceflive commen- 
dations with which fome merchants en- 
deavour to difguife and put off a bad com- 
modity. After having laid out their goods, 
they were oblig’d to retire into their veffels ; 
and by making a great fmoke, to adver- 
ft tize the Atlantides of their artival, and that 
they had open’d their bales. The buyers 
then came, and laid down by every piece 
the prices they were willing to give for 
them ; after which, they retir’d in their 
* : turn. 
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turn. This eftimation was made with f 
much equity, that it was very rare for th 
merchants to refufe the money, and to tak 

their goods back again. Herodotus * ze 
lates, that the Carthaginians us’d to deal jy 
the fame manner with certain people of 
Africa, beyond Hercules’ pillars, which pro. 
bably were thefe very fame +. But th 
Atlantides dealt in like manner with thef 
ftrangers, with regard to their cattle an 
fruit, which they afterwards expos’d to 
fale in the fame place. And as both of thef 
commodities were fo beautiful that the 

gave occafion to the fable of the golden 
apples mention’d by Strabo || ; and to that 
of the golden fleece, of which Diodorus * 
‘fpeaks ; the merchants generally gave 
more money to purchafe them, than they) 
had receiv’d for the merchandizes they had 
brought. [tr 


_. THE fame names which may be usd in 

Greek to exprefs fleece and apples, have 
given oocafion to that double mythological 
tradition which has plac’d flocks and frutt 
in the Hefperian garden. ‘The dragon 
which watch’d them, was nothing but the 
windings or ferpentine courfe of the rivet 


* Lib. 4. + M. Huet relates the fame thing of the 
Seres, Hiftory of commerce, p. 369. But fee la Motte 
le Vayer of merchandife, tom. 9. of his colle&ions. 

i Lib. 3. ** Lib. 4. 
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ixus, or, according -to others, of the fea, 
hich render’d this port of difficult ac- 
fs * There are likewife two opinions 
oncerning the taking away of thefe golden 
ples, one: of the-labours of the Grecian 
ercules : for fome fay he kill’d the dragon 
at was the keeper of them, and carry’d 
em away by force ; but others relate that 
e obtain’d them of king Atlas, and his 
ueen Hefperis, in reward for having deli- 
erd their feven daughters, call’d Atlan- 
des or Hefperides, out of the hands of 
rtain pyrates who had ftoll’n them. Dio- 
orus + relates this fact two ways, which 
e feems to leave to the choice of his 
aders. 


BuTI prefume it op be more fatisfactory 


) them to know hiftoricaily, that a prince 
all’d Acmon, the fon of Man, or Maneus, 
e ancienteft name we find in the Greek or 
ven Pheenician hiftory, full of courage and 
mbition, led the Scythians, who difputed 
ntiquity with the Egyptians ||, into Phry- 
ia and Cappadocia. Acmon had a fon 
amd Uranus, who being as valiant as his 
ther, made the fame Scythians pafs the 
ofphorus of Thrace, invaded Greece, and 


* See on the fubje& of the Hefperides a compleat Dif- 
tation of M. L’Abbé Mafieu, Mem. de rA 
sIn{criptions, vol. 3. 

T Lib. 4. l} Juftin. 1.2. ct. 


Vox, II. K ; fubdu’d 


cademi¢, - 
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fubdu’d the ifland of Crete. Not fatisfyt 
with thefe his firft exploits, he over-ny 
feveral provinces of Europe, purfu'd h 
conqueft to the uttermoft parts of Spain: 
and, if we may believe Diodorus *, «x. 
tended them to thofe parts of Africa after. 
wards call’ d Mauritania, and fo came to tk 
banks of the ocean: There he put an en 
to his conquefts ; and doing as Ofiris ha 
done in the eaftern parts, he gather’d th 
people into cities, who before his time we 
difpers’d in the country ; made them depat 
from the brutal and diforderly lives the 
led, and taught them all the inventions an 
arts which were neceflary to a quiet al 
innocent life. He began this great worki 
Spain, which he call’d Tartefa, as well y 
the capital he built there : and to him tk 
peculiar province of Betia was owing, f 
the excellent morals they were fo mud 
celebrated for in after-times. He did m 
however negleét the provinces of Afri 
where he took up his chief refidence ; hi 
civiliz’d the inhabitants of them, as mu 
as the different degrees of their favage 
ture would allow. Uranus apply’d himid 
with fo much fuccefs to aftronomy, that th 
heavens were call’d by his name. Ki 
marry’d his fifter Titæa, which nb 
‘tongue fignify’d the earth, and gaye ti 


* Lab. 3. 
r = 
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name of Titans to the children he had by 
her, Saturn was one of them; but he 
eturn’dto Italy and Greece, and is nothing 
o our prefent fubjeët. Another was Japhet, 

e father of Atlas ; which latter fucceeding 
nis father, gave his name to the Atlantides 
ve are here {peaking of, to the mountains 
f that name, to the Atlantick ocean, and 
inally to that ifland, which has only been 
l’d Atlantide fince its fubmerfion, and 
hich in all probability was call’d, during 
s exiftence, the Fortunate Ifland, as aré 
ow the fix little iflands, which are but the 
emains of it. Atlas equall’d, if not fur- 
afs’d, his grandfather Uranus in the fcience 
faftronomy. From him the Grecian Her- 
ls took that reprefentation of the uni- 


erfe call’d a fphere ; the bringing of which 
) his countrymen, with the names of He- 
us and Selena, the fun and the moon, 
hich had been before given to a prince 
nd princefs, defcendants of Uranus, in the 
ame degree as Atlas *, he reckon’d the 
oft glorious of all his exploits. 


Durinc the time Hercules refided with 
is famous king, he found more than one 
portunity of fhewing his gratitude for the 


* All this feems to be taken from the antiquity of 
le Celtans of father Pezron, p. 58. —91. compar’d 
ith the 3d and 4th books of Diodorus. 
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inftruction he had receiv’d from him, ‘# 
had no fooner deliver’d his daughters fig, 
the hands of the pyrates, as we have ‘me 
tion’d above, than he rid him of a neigh 
bouring enemy by far more confiderabk 
The dominions Uranus had left his fitccef 
for were too large to remain long under th 
dependance of one fingle ruler. The fev 
ral governors, as it generally happens, à 
empires of too vaft an extent, feiz’d, aff 
the death of Uranus, thofe diftant province 
which were committed to their charge, ani 
began to give occafion to that dittindig 
fince obfery’d of the three Mauritania 
Thus Japhet, the father of Atlas, had on} 
kept that part of his fathcr’s dominid 
which was neareft to the ocean. But fn th 
firft year of the reign of Atlas, who wa 
very young, a governor call’d Anteus, ‘wii 
had the command over the Streights, tod 
upon him to build a city on the Affi 
point, which he call’d Tingi [ Tangier], a 
which afterwards gave name to the Mam 
tania Tingiana *, He next made himf 
mafter of all the country to the river Zils 
and attacking likewife thofe parts of Atla 
kingdom which were fartheft from the ft 
he left him hardly any thing but the bam 
of the ocean from this river to the leffer At 


las, to the top of which the king fom 


_XPinls.cr. 


time 
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mes went to contemplate the ftars. An- 
us, endeavouring to extend his invafion 
et further, attempted to pafs the Zilis. 
Tercules at the head of feveral barks fall’d 
ith foldiers, eafily repuls’d him*, But 
urfuing him on his own territories, Anteus 
as continually fupported by frefh batal- 
ons, fo that Hercules having defeated his 
oops three feveral times, found he was no 
ther advanc’d than at the beginning of 
he combat. Upon this he thought fit to 
-imbark : But to draw Anteus after him, 
e immediately fent away a great part of | 
is barks to the other fhoar, and order’d the 
idiers to conceal themfelves behind the 
oppices which border’d it. So Anteus, 
erceiving that Hercules fanded almoft 
lone, was fo rafh to follow him with a 
rt of fleet, fuch as we may imagine ona 
ver. Hercules returning during the hurry 
f their defcent, and calling with aloud voice 
is troops that were conceal’d, he flew Anteus 
ith a blow of his club, while his troops 
eleated thofe. who were landed. ‘This 
lade thofe who were yet in their barks take 
) flight, to make known the lofs of their 
hief on the other fhore. This relation, 
ken from my memoirs, has without doubt 
ven occafion to the Greek fable, which 
ys, that Anteus could never be conquer'd 


'* Pliny places this combat on the Lixus. Ib. 
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as long as he touch’d the earth, that is, hy 
own dominions, which furnifh’d him wi 
frefh troops : but that Hercules flew hi 
by lifting him up in his arms ; that is, 
drawing him out of the country he hy 
made himfelf mafter of. | 


ATLAS, during the courfe of his reim 
had improv’d in his fubjeéts thofe feeds ¢ 
virtue, which his grandfather Uranus hy 
fown in them, by tying them down to ky 
laws. He, above all, increas’d their lon 
for religion, and drew from a contemplatin 
of the ftars urgent motives for the worhi 
of a deity who rulesthem. Being at th 
point of death, and having none but daug! 
ters, who, being facred to Diana, had vow! 
a perpetual virginity *, he nam’d for the 
guardian, and at the fame time heir to li 
crown, the perfon of his kingdom wha 
he thought the moft fitting to maintain ht 
people in the tranquillity he had procurt 
them, and more particularly in that pietyd 
which he had always given them both Id 
fons and an example. As the country i 
cluded between the Subur and the Zils 
and divided into two parts by the Lix 
_ was the part of his dominions moft del 


* See the fcholiaft of Homer printed in Barnez‘ Er 
tion on the 48th book of the Iliad, on the fubjeba 
the Pleiades. 
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ious by the gifts of nature, and the inhabi- 
ants of which had fhewn the greateft genius 
nd inclination to be led to good ; this confi- 
deration had engag’d him to give them, pre- 
erably to his other fubjeéts, the name of 
atlantides. For this reafon likewife he told 
he perfon he had nominated for his fuccef- 
or; That feeing the ambition of the fon of 
Anteus, who gave himfelf the title of king 
of Tingi, and of the Mauritania Tingitana, 
e did not require of him to defend all the 
ertitories which furrounded that part of 
is kingdom which had been the moft dear 
to him, againft this ufurper: That there- 
fore he left him thefe other provinces, which 

ere either almoft defart, or inhabited b 
people who had a great fhare of their pri. 
tine favage nature, only that he might have 

herewithal to make the better conditions 
with the enemy for the prefervation of the 
ountry of the Atlantides, and the refidence 
of his daughters, already fo noted in the 
world as to be diftinguifh’d by the name of 
the Hefperian garden. He above: all re- 
commended to him to fecure, as a rampart 
and fortrefs of this little ftate, the innocence 
of its inhabitants, a religion cleans’d from 
every barbarous, fuperftitious, and even in- 
coherent worfhip, and a prudent hofpitality 
which might leave in ftrangers a remem- 
brance full of gratitude and refpeét for the 
K 4 Atlantides, 
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Atlantides; without expofing them to the cop, 
munication of the vices of other nations. 


Taus dy’d this illuftrious king, aceori, 
ing to the relations of my private memo 
more conformable to his known charade, 
and more probable in themfelves than thof 
which metamorphofe him into the mountaj 
which bears his name. It was then about fify 
years that his fucceflors, always fuch ashe 
had chofen himfelf, had reduc’d themfelve, 
according to his laft advice, to the onl 
country of the Atlantides, and had kept y 
in them the fame difpofitions and maxims, 


CHERES was fo attentive to thefe rele 
tions which were given him at Banafa, an 
which he look’d upon as effential rules for 
his behaviour among the Atlantides, that he 
hardly gave ear to the firft news he ther 
receiv’d of a bloody war, which one of the 
fucceflors of Anteus had juft carry’d into the 
heart of the Carthaginian empire. He wa 
fatisfy’d with only enquiring whether Zor 
its founder, and his two fons Saphon and 
Gifcon were yet living, As they anfwerd 
him they believ’d them all three living, and 
that the names of the two fons were mud 
taken notice of in this war, of which they 
had ’till then a very imperfect account 4 
Banafa, he reply’d, that with fuch ” 

chics 
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hiefs as thofe, he thought the republick of 
athage out of danger. So his only care ~ 
as to choofe two of the moft prudent of- 
icers of his fleet, one a Pheenician and the 
Mther of Taprobane, and two of his moft 
aithful flaves for them three ; who made in 
lithe number of five, which, as he had 
been inform’d, was the greateft number of 
pne company which they admitted into Lixa. 
He then imbark’d in one of the leaft, but 
andfomeft of his veflels. And tho’, when 
hey put out to fea, they found it yet mov’d — 
by a ftorm, which had lafted during the 
hole time they had been at Banafa, a day 
and a night’s failing brought them before 
he haven of Lixa. | 
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HILE Cheres was preparing to 

aa hoift out his boat, to fend and 

defire leave of the governor to 

enter the haven, he was pre 

vented by a flat-bottom’d vellel 

which came to meet him, to know his name, 
country, and defigns. Cheres advanc’d with 
great readinefs to the prow of his veffel to 
hear the deputy who was upon the head d 
his, and who fpoke to him in the Phen 
cian 
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an tongue, according to the cuftom of the 
atlantides with ftrangers. Our hero an- 
fverd to all the queftions which were put 
o him, with a great deal of modefty and 
incerity. The deputy perceiving that Cheres 
ad already fome knowledge of their na- 
ion, ventur’d to promife him, on the part 
of his king, who was at that time in the 
ort, a reception, fuch as a man of his 
erit and renown could expec from a 
eople who profefs’d a love and efteem for 
tue. He immediately caus’d Cheres’s 
effel to be faften’d to his, and fo tow’d him 
nto the bafon, in which were a confider- 
able number of foreign veflels, which the 
empeft, that had reign’d for fome days be- 
ore, had oblig’d to retire thither. 


Assoon as this new gueft, with the 
two officers of his fleet, and their two flaves, 
were landed, the king himfelf advanc’d part 
of the way to meet him. He had a great 
number of men and women about him, 
amidft whom he was as one of them, with- 
out any guards, and only diftinguifh’d by 
the care they took not to croud upon him. 
= This confidence was at leaft as great an 
encomium on the fubjeéts, as on the king : 
For in more populous nations, where there 
are both good and bad people, as in ours, 
the juftice, and other virtues of a prince, 
often create him private enemies, againft 
whom 
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whom he has reafon to fecure himfelf, Th, 
firft compliments confifted, on the fide of 
Cheres, in an introduction of the two of, 
cers ; and on the king’s part, in great tefi. 
monies of joy, and even acknowledgme 
that perfons who had diftinguith’d them. 
felyes by fo gallant actions, had though 
a nation, fo mean as theirs was, worthy 
of their curiofity. The king immediate 
conducted thefe ftrangers into a neat by 
ruftick chapel, fituate on the fea-fhor: 
it was the temple of the Hofpitable Deities 
After the facrifice, they were led into a 
adjoining manfion, where they were to fini 
all manner of refrefhments : but the king 
made them promife to come and take thei 
evening’s repait in the place where he key 
open table with all the inhabitants of the 


port. 


Cue rEs being enter’d into this hofpital, 
found feveral perfons of a very good afped, 
ready to wait upon ftrangers in the bath, 
at meals, and in the apartments where they 
were to lodge. In the fame place were 
ather accommodations and domefticks, for 
the flaves, failors and rowers. ‘The go- 
vernor of the hofpital, a man of a polite 
gravity, told Cheres and his two com- 
panions, That tho’ they would not deprive 
them of the fervice of their own flaves, 
they exhorted them to let them refole 
during 
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aring the time of their fojourn there: 
hat they need only to ask for whatever 
hey wanted of thofe attendants, men or 
“omen, whom they would meet with every 
homent : That they might hkewife honour 
hem with their converfation, if they thought 
t, provided they were at leaft two Atlan- 
ides together ; which he did not offer, 
idded he, as a rule he had right to prefcribe 
hem, but to advife them, that they would 
ot have the fatisfaétion to receive an anfiver 
from any man or woman whomfoever, 
hroughout their whole country, if they 
fhould attempt to talk with them in private: 
That neverthelefs the king and the governors 
of hofpitals, in every place where there were 
any, were exempt from this law. 


CHERES, who was always accompany’d 
by his two officers, having, during the 
courfe of the whole day, obferv’d, through 
the windows of this houfe, the foreign vef- 
fels, which being refitted, began to hoift 
their flags in order to depart the next morn- 
jing, ask’d the governor what vefleïs they 
were? And to this queftion he added, a 
civil complaint, on theie fhips, which feem’d 
to make up one and the fame fleet, being 
fuffer’d to enter, in fo great a number, into 
the port of Lixus ; tho’ he had been told at 
Banafa, where he had been advis’d to leave 
à his fleet, that they neyer admitted two vef=- _ 
| fels | 
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fels of the fame company to enter. 7 
governor anfwer’d him ; That thefe veff 
having been fhatter’d and damag’d by th 
ftorm, were come to feek a refuge, whid 
they always allow’d in this cafe, withoy 
any regard to their number : That it hà 
not been fo much as the defign of thefe tr, 
wellers to touch on their coafts ; but thy 
being bound for Betia, and defigning 1 
land at Cadix, contrary winds had forc{ 
them into the mouth of the Lixus: He 
added, That thofe who were led thither by 
fuch accidents, were oblig’d to anchor © 
the other fide of the haven, where the fick 
had an hofpital very well ferv’d ; but tha 
neither one nor the other were allow’d to 
go out of thofe quarters ’till they departed; 
That none of the Atlantides were fufferi 
to go thither, not even the officers. belong. 
ing to their hofpital, unlefs fent by expref 
orders from the king, who never faild of 
coming from Lixa on fuch an occafion: 
Thefe veffels which you fee, to the number 
of eight, continu’d the governor, with great 
fenfe of compaffion, have on board feverd 
miferable families of Carthaginians, driven 
from their country, out of fear they had 
been in of Anteus king of the Mauritania 
Tingitana ; and, if it will be acceptable to 
you, I will relate their hiftory, as they have 
given it themfelves to the governor of their 
hofpital. Cheres and his two companions 

° haying 
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aving fignify’d their earneft defire of hear- 
g it, the wife governor thus purfu’d his 
fcourfe : 

Tue king of Mauritania Tingitana, 
vhofe dominions furround us, is grandfon 
) the famous Anteus, who was conquer’d 
d kill’d by Hercules, about fifty years 
go, under the reign of Atlas our illuftrious 
ounder. ‘The fecond Anteus, who now 
eigns, an enemy to peace, and more zealous 
of making himfelf talk’d of, than of form- 
ng an empire of a reafonable extent, has 
long fince had his views upon Carthage, as 
he only conqueft he could undertake of 
great renown, With this defign, about two 
or three years fince, he enter’d into a pri- 
vate league againft the Carthaginians with 
the kings of the Mauritania Maffefylienfis, 
[which the Latins call Cæ/arienfis |, and the 
Mauritania Sitifenfis. ‘The conditions of 
this league were, That the two kings who 
had been fubdu’d and made tributary to the 
Carthaginians, by Saphon, the eldeft fon 
of Zoros the founder and prince of Carthage, 
fhould not on their fide make any motions 
that might render them fufpeéted to the 
Carthaginians ; but they fhould from that 
time, and at terms ftipulated for the future, 
furnifh him with certain fums of money to 
Taife troops : That at the proper time they 
fhould privately allow of the march à 
thefe 
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thefe troops into their dominions : Andthy 
to conclude, he himfelf would undertake} 
this means to furprize and reduce Cy. 
thage, and to free them from the ufurpation 
of this new republick. 


THe treaty of thefe kings was a f. 
cret; and the admiflion of the 'Tingj. 
tanian troops into the two other Maurit. 
nias far advanc’d, when ‘Zoros and his fenate 
were advis’d of it. The republick feem’ 
to have, in the perfons of Saphon and 
Gifcon, the two fons of Zoros, two com- 
manders, who of all other were beft able 
to defend it : They of themfelves foreftall’d 
the fenate’s requiring their fervices. But 
this wife body, judging it convenient to 
attack the enemy on two fides, refolv’d to 
feparate their commiffions. It was highly 
neceflary for one of them to defend the 
frontiers of the Carthaginian empire with a 
great army on that fide towards the Mauri- 
tanias,'and even by marching into thofe two 
which were tributary to them, to defend 
them, or to reduce them to their duty: 
but at the fame time they were for fending 
their other commander with a formidable 
fleet to Siga, a maritime city of Tingitania 
on the Mediterranean. Anteus had made tt 
his magazine, and was advanc’d thither, 
not only with all his troops, but with his 
whole houfhold and family ; to be nearet 

to 


The Life of SETHOS. 145 
to the Maffæfylians, who were firft to open 
a paflage for. him into a country where he — 
had no dominion. Saphon, a bold com- 
mander, and one who was already formidable 
on account of his former victories, was 
very proper for the moft diftant expedition, 
He had long been defirous of joining the | 
Mauritania Tingitana to the Carthaginian 
empire : And the oppofition Anteus had 
‘already made him, when the republick em- 
ploy’d him to chaftife and reduce the Maf- 
fefylians, allies of this king, made him 
look upon him as-an adverfary worthy his 
notice. Nothing; on the contrary, could 
be propos’d more acceptable to Gifcon, than 
the lawful defence of his country, and its 
prefent rights, without going farther. By 
that he was in fome meafure the buckler 
of the empire, while his brother was the 
{word of it ; and itfeem’d expedient to keep 
him for the center, and innermoft. parts 
of their dominions. 'Thefe reafons were 
laid before Zoros : But as princes, who are 
advanc’d in years, feek rather to bring 
matters to an accommodation from the very 
beginning of a war, he chofe rather to 
pitch upon him of his two fons,\for the expe- 
dition of Siga, whom he thought the moft 
proper to bring about a pacilication after 
‘the firft hoftilities. Zoros had already con- 
ceiv’d a defign of making Anteus accept of 
fome provinces in the inward parts of Africa, 

Voir | L which 
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which wuld be more convenient for hin 
than Carthage it felf, if he fhould flat 
himfelf with the chimerical hopes of coming 
only fo far as this capital : He therefor 
alledg’d to his fenate, that his eldeft {oy 
being an inflexible conqueror, and as fer. 
vent in his defire of conqueft, as Antex 
could be, he would be more inclinable t 
invade the dominions of this prince, having 
fo plaufible a pretence as now offer’d, than 
to furrender to him fome provinces of 
the Carthaginian empire, however barre 
diftant, and unprofitable they might be 
His younger fon, on the contrary, having 
never attack’d this nation, was not an objed 
of their hatred ; and not approving of th 
enlarging an empire, which he thought 
already of too great extent, would be mor 
difpos’d to offer the enemy propofals of 
peace, when it fhould be judg’d expedient 
to do it. Befides, the republick of the 
Capfans, which he had founded by his 
heroick labours, and without any appear 
ance of felf-intereft, gave him a reputation, 
if not of greater luftre, at leaft of greater 
efteem, than that of his elder brother. In 
fine, the advantage he had had of returning 
into his own country, invefted with the 
Egyptian initiation, had procur’d him 4 
more than ordinary refpeét from all the 
kings of Africa. ‘The fenate, after fom 
remonftrances, enter’d into their prince’ 
meafurts; 


The Life of SETHOS. 147 
meafures ; and, in truth, locking on both 
is fons as two great commanders, tho’ of . 
different charaéters, gave them their com- 
mifions as Zoros defir’d. Saphon, when 
e receiv’d his, could not forbear hinting 
at the preference in inclination and confi- 
Hence which his father again fhew’d on this 
xcafion, as he had done before on feveral 
others, in favour of his brother. 


Giscon departed accordingly with a hun= 
ied veflels of the line. Their fudden 
rival furpriz’d Anteus ; he faw fixty thou- 
and men land, who, being guided by fome 
arthaginians who knew the country, in- 
efted Siga, the circumference of which was 
jot great, notwithftanding the tumultuous 
eiftance of the befieged : However, the 
rfence of the King, the choice of the 
roops for the fecurity of his perfon, and 
he quantity of ammunition, which he had 
aus’d to be laid up there, as a place which 
as to ferve him for a place of tranfport, 
nd a magazine, reviv'd the courage of 
he garrifon and inhabitants. The fiege 
as tedious ; fo Anteus, who was more 
btle than his adverfary, thought propo- 
als for an accommodation would be ac- 
eptable to him; Gifcon, who had. pri- 
ately the fame commiffion, tho’ with or- 
ers not to declare it till after the furrender 
{the place, thought he ran no risk in giving 
2 ear, 
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ear, tho’ before the time prefcrib’d him, to th 
enemy’s offers. The king being defirous of 
having a perfonal knowledge of this te. 
nowned hero, propos’d an interview with 
him alone, under a tent open on all fides 
and at an exact equal diftance between on 
of the gates of Siga, and the head quartey 
of the Carthaginian army : That for th 
mutual fatisfaétion of both nations, they 
might each bring a hundred men with then 
thither, who fhould be placed facing on 
another at twenty paces behind each of 
them. Gifcon agreed to this conference, 
with all the conditions propos’d, and ap. 
pear’d at the hour and place appointed. 


Tue king, fpeaking firft, faid, The 
he did not believe the prince and fenateo 
Carthage had a real intention of extending 
their dominions into the Mauritania Ting: 
tana: That he plainly faw the fiege of Sig 
was but intended as a diverfion to his defign 
of freeing the Maffzfylians and Sitifenfan 
from the Carthaginian yoke. You have ha 
time tobe inform’d (continu’d he) that fine 
your arrival before thefe walls, my licu- 
tenants, who have been receiv’d will 
open arms by the Maffæfylians, have like 
wife, tho’ after fome delay, enter’d into 
alliance with the Sitifenfans. The ki 
of thefe latter, whether it be that i 
fears you, as bordering nearer to the f 


Î 
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of your empire, or whether becaufe he is 
more accuftom’d to your dominion, as a 
more ancient tributary, long refufed the 
deliverance which I offer’d him; but at laft 
he has accepted of it, and my troops have 
taken poffeffion of all his forts. You know 
that your illuftrious brother, as earneft as 
he is after conqueft, lies yet before Sitifi, 
which he is befieging a fecond time. I will 
fuppofe that the good fuccefs which ufually 
attends his arms, will make him mafter of 
it: but in fhort, if he finds, as I hope he 
will, as much refiftance in all the other 
forts of that country, it will coft him many 
a campaign before he can come but to the 
Matiritania Maffæfylenfis. Having therefore 
to treat here with an enemy, fuch as you 
are, whofe valour is alone founded on 


fals, which would be but fuperfluous efforts. 
I offer you at once to withdraw, by an order 
from my hand, and at once, all my troops 
out of the Mauritania Sitifenfis, with the 
condition only. of a general amnefty for 
thofe people, whom I gain’d with great 
difficulty, and in whom, I confefs, I met 


As for the Maffzfylians, I fhall continue to 
fand by them. Befides the juftice of di- 
viding a matter in difpute, I likewife inform 
you, tho’ perhaps you know it as well as I, 
that your empire is odious to them, and 
L 3 that 


equity ; my defign is, to retrench all propo- 


with a real propenfity to the Carthaginians, _ 
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that they will for ever cultivate their all, 
ance with their neighbours the Tingitanians 
with whom they have always had an 4. 
vantageous intercourfe. 


PRE 
<a. 


Giscon, in anfwer to this difcourk, 
faid ; My lord, I am perfuaded that my 
father and his fenate are not enemies to 

ce, becaufe they begun this war only 
in their own defence: but I know like. 
wife, that their defign is not to leave yu 
mafter of the Mauritania Maffæfylienfs 
which my brother conquer’d as well as the 
other. I don’t however refufe to let them 
immediately know your propofal ; but ‘til 
I have their anfwer, you will not think 
much that the fiege of Siga be carry’d on 
with the fame vigour as before. The re. 
turn of the troops, which you will b 
oblig’d to recall for your defence here, may 
be of fome advantage to my brother, and 
not diminifh the length, and perhaps the 
number too, of the fieges he will be oblig'i 
to undertake. If you had demanded of wu 
fome provinces of the inward parts d 
Africa, by which we our felves fet limits 
to your dominions on the fouth, and which 
confequently are of much greater impor- 
ance to you than the two Mauritania 
that feparate us, I could have fufpended 
the fiege of Siga ; for that I fhould only 

have infifted on feeing your orders er 
bise of 
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for the abfolute retreat of your troops, in 
confequence of the actual ceffion of thefe 
inward provinces, for which I would have 
ventur'd to anfwer for my father, and the 
fenate : but as long as you infift upon 
keeping either of the two Mauritanias, my 
orders, my lord, are to perfift in the fiege 
of Siga. 


You may, (anfwer'd the king), and I 
cann’t difapprove of every one’s purfuing 
his undertaking ; but you are very much 
deceiv’d, if you think the fiege fufpends 
the execution of my defigns. I inform 
you, that before two days are at an end, I 
will leave the place, with two or three 
more, by pafflages which it will be impof- 
fible for you to find out : I fhall leave a | 
governor in it, who will defend it as long 
as I fhould have done. I am willing even 
that you fhould take it in a fhort time ; and 
that entring into, my plains, and taking 
other cities, notwithftanding the refiftance 
of their governors, who you may imagine 
ate by this time on their guard, you 
advance to my very capital. I confefs, 
that my kingdom is not the objeét I am 
the moft indear’d to. While you are ra- 
vaging Tingitana, I, at the head of innu- 
merable troops, which wait my arrival in 
the two Mauritanias, will ravage the terri- 
tories of your empire ; and you and I will 

L 4 difpute 
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difpute at a diftance, who will fooneft take 
you Tingi, or I Carthage. Gifcon coul 
not forbear being ftartled at fo extraordi. 
nary a difcourfe. The king, who petceiy'j 
it, thus purfued his difcourfe ; If, on th: HRY 
contrary, you fufpend your attack ’till you Rc 
have the anfwer of your fenate, I, on my Mp 
fide, will put a ftop to all my proceedings; Mk 
I will continue in Siga, and, if you Mie 
pleafe, you may go in and out of jit as in 

time of peace. You may fee me as often a 

you think fit in my palace, and fhall be an Mn 
eye-witnefs, that I will leave all the Mit 
breaches your machines have made, in MMi 
the condition they now are. | 


Giscon, who was always inclin’d to 
 lenity, and who look’d upon that as the 
fureft ftep towards the conclufion of all 
bufinefs, anfwer’d the king; My lord,1 
believe I ought to confent to the ceffation 
of arms you demand of me; tho’ I find 
fhall in this exceed the limits of the in- 
ftructions given me at my departure : but 
then it was not thought you would be 
the firft to propofe a ceffation of hoftilities 
on both fides. ‘Tho’ your offèrs ‘are ‘not 
fufficient, they are the beginning of a treaty 
which may come to perfeétion : but to re- 
move from the minds of my father and the 
fenate all appearance of ‘intelligence ‘be- 
fween me and the enemy, or a. comple 

| cency 
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ency in me towards him ; I think it will 
ne abfolutely neceflary that I don’t fet a foot 
into your city, much lefs into your palace, 
+iIl 1 know their minds. Tho’ this laft re. 
feryation of Gifcon was an obftacle to the 
chief inftrument of feduétion which the king 
ropos’d to put in praétife againft him ; he 
feem’d however fatisfy’d, and, putting an 
end to the conference, return’d to Siga. 


THE three firft days of the truce were 
not expir’d,sxand. it was yet a long while 
to the time they could expect an anfwer 
from Carthage, when they receiv'd an ac- 
count that the king of the Maffæfylians 
was juft dead, without any fucceflor of his 
race, As crafty men know how to take the 
advantage of every event, Anteus fent im- 
mediately an honourable deputation of the 
two greateft officers of his court to Gifcon : 
The chief of them told him, That the king 
let him know by them, that the news of 
this king’s death chang’d the face of affairs 
for the better ; and that upon:-this occafion 
he had form’d a plan, to which he was 
very much perfuaded prince Zoros his fa- 
ther would with pleafure confent ; but that 
a circumftantial account of his views would 
be too tedious to be difcufs’d to the fatif- 
faction of both parties in the midft of a 
jcamp. They then told him, ina courteous 
manner, That they did not think Gifcon 

: needed 
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needed to fear being tax’d by any one of 
taking a too fubmiflive ftep, if he return 
a vifit to a king, who had firft paid it him: 
That with regard to the fecurity of his 
perfon, he would be allow’d to enter Sig, 
with a guard of fix hundred men, and thy 
the gates of the city fhould continué ope 
as long as he remain’d in it : That the king 
placing a greater truft in a hero fo renown‘ 
for his virtues, and the Egyptian initiation, 
than he expected on his part, confented that 
Gifcon might inveft his own palace with a 
many of thefe fix hundred men as he pleas’d; 
and that he might place the other either 
about his perfon, or in fuch part of the 
city as he fhould judge convenient. 


Giscon anfwer'd thefe deputies ; That 
he had laid himfelf under an obligation of 
accepting whatever interviews might con- 
duce towards a peace ; fince he had granted 
the king a ceffation of arms, which he‘could 
no way juftify to the fenate, or at leaft to 
his father, but by attaining this end : That 
he would go into the city ; and that, as it 
was then late, he would ftay the night in 
it, if neceflary, to give the king time to 
open his whole mind amply, and at leifure; D 
but that with refpect to this extraordinary @ 
guard, the offer of which might perhap 
give fufpicion to any one elfe, he would 
take meafures directly oppofite to thole 


propos 
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| propos’ him for the fecurity of his perfon : 
'That he would go into the city alone, or 
attended only by a fingle flave to ferve 
him: That he had fo little regard for his 
own perfon, to expofe it, without any re- 
ludance, if there were any danger in it, 
which, for his part, he did not in any man- 
ner apprehend : but that not being in right 
to difpofe in fuch fort of the foldiers of the 
sepublick, he, on the contrary, would not 
fuffer one of them to run the rifque he 
was willing to hazard himfelf: That, to 
conclude, before he follow’d the deputies 
the king had done him the honour of fend- 
ing him, he would refign the command of 
the Carthaginian army to the perfon the 
fenate had appointed to be the chief of his 
lieutenant-generals, a man capable of car- 
rying on the fiege as well, and perhaps bet- 
ter than he, if there fhould be a neceflity 
to renew it in his abfence, whether it might 
be only ’till the next morning, as it was his 
defire, or whether any unforefeen accident 
might render it longer, or even eternal. 
| This he immediately did in the prefence of 
[his chief officers, who were aflembled in 
hafte, as toa council of war. After which, 
publifhing himfelf this conditional refigna- 
tion, as he pafs’d through the ranks of the 
army to the right and to the left, he put 
himfelf into the hands of the two deputies. 
They conduéted him into the city, but with- 
| : out 
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out any ceremony, as he had agreed, anj 
into the king’s palace. 


Anteus had left at Tingi a fon of ten & 
twelve years old by the queen his wife 
who dy’d a little before his departure fy 
Siga ; but he had taken his daughter with 
him, a young princefs of a furprizin 
beauty, that had been talk’d of even jy 
Carthage. Gifcon,during the leifure ofa truce, 
(which was already a fault on his fide) 
had been inform’d that this princefs was in 
Siga with her father : And tho’ he had til 
then given himfelf wholly up to the prin. 
ciples of virtue ; perhaps a curiofity, cover'd 
with regard to himfelf, with the {pecious 
pretext of a more ready accommodation, 
contributed towards his accepting more 
eafily the propofal made him of going into 
the city. The king did not however let 
him fee his daughter at firft, tho’ in his 
palace : for having receiv’d him in his clofet 
by a private entrance, he only told him in 
general, That, according to the new plan 
he had form’d with regard to the Mauritania 
Maffæfylienfis which had juft loft its king, 
he confented actually to withdraw his troops, 
and that it fhould return into the moft ftnd 
alliance with the Carthaginians : That he 
only annex’d to it one fingle condition, 
which, in his opinion, muft be moft agrec- 
able, and might become an everlafting 


pledge 
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ledge of peace and friendfhip between the 
rinces of Carthage and the kings of Tin- 
sitana, fuch a one, in fhort, as he dar’d to 
fay it was for Carthage it felf to demand : 
But (added he) the laws of hofpitality - 
won't allow me to welcome a gueft, by 
beginning to difcourfe of affairs. ‘The ap- 
proaching night invites us to a repaft, 
which you will be pleas’d to accept of in 
this palace ; and in the morning I will 
open to you my whole defign, that you 
may be at liberty to return to your camp 
las foon as you pleafe. | 


Tue king had hardly done {peaking 
‘thefe laft words, when a great found of 
linftrumental mufick, mix’d with trumpets 
land kettle-drums, was heard. ‘The great 
folding-doors of the clofet open’d, and dif- 
| cover’ d a vaft gallery magnificently illumi- 
nated, fill’d with perfons of both fexes in 
fumptuous habits, the two lines of which 
were terminated at a great diftance by a 
table richly deck’d. ‘This table was in the 
| form of a half oval, capable of containing 
nine or ten perfons, tho’ at firft there ap- 
pear'd none but the king and Gifcon to fit 
atit. The king going to the bottom op- 

| pofite to the depth of the gallery, made a 
fign to Gifcon to feat himfelf at-the fame 

| time-with him at the end of the oval, on his 
ight lia As foon as they were feated, 
L he 
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he told him, That he had pitch’d upon this 
place for him, that there might be no hip. 
drance between ‘him and the diverting they 
they would endeavour to entertain him with 
in the gallery during the repaft. He invited 
him to partake with him of the firft courk 
which was fet before them. A momen 
afterwards, Gifcon faw the doors of another 
gallery as fpacious as the former, and {Qua 
ring to it, open over-againft him. The 
fonorous inftruments, which were playing 
in the firft, ceas’d, to give place to other 
more foft, which advanc’d, accompanying 
the voices of men and women who fung the 
praifes of Gifcon in Punick verfe. A little 
before they came up tothe table, the choir 
of muficians form’d a line, to make room 
for the princefs to advance, attended by the 
princes and princeffes of the blood, and other 
perfons of the moft eminent diftinétion of 
the court. The princefs, more bright with 
the charms of her own beauty, than the 
luftre of the gold and jewels with which 
fhe was adorn’d, came up to Gifcon, who 
arofe from his feat as foon as he faw her. 
Then taking from the hands of two cup- 
bearers, who were on the fide of her, a cup 
of gold, and a veffel of the fame metal, fhe 
put the former into his hand, and fill’d tt 
her felf with a precious wine. Gifcon drank 
the inflam’d potion at one draught ; and 
 feturning the cup to the cup-bearer, made 
a pro- 
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profouid reverence to the princefs ; who, 
Buving receiv’d it in the moft graceful 

Bnanner imaginable, took her place at the 

ther end of the table, oppofite to him. 

The princes and princefles feated them- 

elves on each fide between the king and 

them, and the lords and ladies were plac’d 

on fcaffoldings behind the king. The mufi- 

cians being at laft all come into the firft 

gallery, it ferv’d as a theatre for all forts 

of dances and fongs proper for this feaft ; 

the more fatal, as even the elogies of valour 
and heroick virtue tended to the deftruction 
of both, by offering love and pleafure as a 
reward due to them. 1 


| THE next day, about the middle of the 
forenoon, Gifcon demanded audience of the 
king.  Anteus, who himfelf was waiting 
for him in his clofet, and who had plainly 
perceiv’d the progrefs his daughter had 
made in the heart of this difarm’d enemy, 
faid to him ; Brave Gifcon ! as the princefs 
my daughter is. a part of the offers I have 
to make you, I was willing you fhould firft 
fee her, to eafe you of all uncertainty on 
the chief article of a treaty concluded on 
my part, and on which, I am perfuaded, 
diftance of places alone deprives us of the 
prince your father’s confent this moment. 
The Maffæfylians have now no king ; my 
oops haye put me in actual poffeflion of 

4 | this 
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this kingdom : I affign it for my daughte; 
dowry, and I make you an offer of both: 
But I expect that the king her husban 
( being abfolutely independant of the prince 
of Carthage) fhall be on a level with th 
republick, and enter into no alliance with 
it, but what is free and voluntary. Gifcm 
immediately perceiv’d that he could not of 
himfelf accept of this propofal, neither as: 
fubjeét, nor as a fon, nor even as a brother, 
As infnaring as a fcepter, offer’d by the 
moft beautiful hand in the world, could be, 
the reluctance he found in himfelf to con. 
fent to the difmembring of an empire, to 
which he had no right, made him himfelf 
believe that he was mafter of his own heart, 
and that the princefs Zarita had not yet 
inflav’d it. He anfwerd the king; My 
lord, were Ito confult the frft influence 
of nature only, I fhouid efteem the double 
prefent you offer me as the higheft pitch of 
happinefs mankind is capable of : I even 
believe you do me the juftice to difcem 
which of thefe two prefents is the mof 
precious to me ; but I have a father, and 
the beft of fathers : To my misfortune, you 
are engag’d in a war with him: I can’ 
forefee his anfwer, on which will depend 
my own confent. I will wait for both 
( anfwer’d the king) without prefling you: 
You may this morning return to your camp, 
as you have promis’d your army ; and you 
| may 
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my likewife come again into the city and 
valace at all times ; and truft to my word, 

hich I give you, that you fhall be the 
‘ft who fhall renew the difcourfe upon the 
ubjet we have been treating of. Gifcon 
eti’d, and return’d to the camp of the be- 
iegers. It was obferv’d, that he affected 
o thew himfelf to his whole atmy ; be- 
aufe the morning being pretty far ad- 
ranc’d, he already fear’d his long abfence 
ad raisd fome commotion amongft them, 
hat might be the occafion of renewing the 
iege, which would have been a prejudice 
o his growing paflion, and hinder him 
rom founding the inclination of the prin- 
es, with whom he had not yet been able 
oconverfe in private, : 


He had, however, but too many oppor- 
unities in the fequel ; for, taking adyantage 
fthe liberty the king had allow’d him, 
f returning to his palace as often as he 
yould, he fought continual pretexts for it ; 
ywhich he began to lofe the refpe& he 
ad in the army, where the truth began to 
e fufpeéted. And it was even in this 
ilace that the meflenger, who brought him 
e firft anfwer from Carthage, was oblig’d 
) feek him. ‘The fatal paffion in which 
then perceiv’d he was plung’d, and which 
ne priricefs herfelf encoutag’d, in obedience 
) her father, made him tremble at the fight 
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of thefe letters, concetning the fufpenfion; 
the fiege, wich he had look’d upon à 
juftifiable, and which was the only artich 
they could as yet anfwer him to: He retiri 
into a garden, follow’d at fome dif 
by the meflenger. Having open’d tj 
packet, he found at the beginning a grave 
reprimand from the fenate, for having i 
fring’d the orders they had given him, } 
offering the enemy propofals for an accom 
modation before he had taken Siga. The 
added, That the fufpenfion of the fin 
was a crime againft the ftate ; forafmuch: 
in a double attack, one party acts in a 
intire dependance upon the other: That, i 
effe&, Anteus, being eas’d at Siga, and har 
ing reinforc’d the garrifons of the Maurit 
nia Sitifenfis, had broken all Saphon’s me 
fures, and chang’d the bold and yaloro 
fteps his brother had taken, into involu 
tary failings : That for all thefe reafons, th 
fenate, by a commiffion carry’d by the fam 
meffenger, had devolv’d the command 
the army to his firft lieutenant-general, wit 
orders to renew the fiege the moment! 
receiv'd thefe new orders, or after a fing 
warning given to the centinels of the gat 
rifon at the foot of the walls ; and to pu 
fue it with greater vigour than they ha 
done before the truce. Gifcon then call 
the meflenger, and demanded to fee ti 
fuperfcription of the letter dire&edtoi 
- Jieutenii 
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utenant. The meflenger anfwer’d, That 
he had deliver’d it to him, as foon as 
he was inform’d that the general himfelf 
as in Siga: My lord, (continu’d he ) 
ut I find you here? Well might your 
brother fay, you were fitter to civilize 
arbarians, than to conquer them; and 
hat you are a better moralift than a com- 
mander : May the gods grant there be no- 
hing worfe in it here! My good friend, 
anfwer’d Gifcon) I willingly refign my 
fice to the perfon the fenate has thought 
it to nominate: I don’t think I have ren- 
ed my felf unworthy of it, by the caufes 
ot which I am depriv’d of it. Thou find’ft 
ne, I allow it, in a fituation more fufpeéted ; 
ut it will perhaps be more advantageous 
othe republick than a fignal victory: I 
hall immediately give an account of it to 
ny father, in anfwer to his letter, which 
have not yet open’d. My lord, ( reply’d 
he meffenger ) I will ftay ‘till you have 
ead it, to fee whether you have any anfwer 
0 give by word of mouth ; for I cann’t ftay 
or it in writing, unlefs, in order to do it, 
jou retire immediately out of Siga. Your 
eutenant, who is now my general, has 
ven me but one hour to bring you back ; 
"the expiration of which, he will begin to 
ork his batteries. Gifcon open’d the letter 
mmediately ; he found it full of tendernefs ; 
he words, my deare/# fon, were repeated in 
M 2 every 
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every phrafe. His father faid, That he 
fhould never call in queftion his upright. 
nefs, and the wifdom of his intentions: 
That he had already found by experienc, 
his undertakings, which had been the worf 
reprefented, had in the end been foun 
more advantageous and glorious than thof 
of his cenfurers and rivals : That he though 
himfelf oblig’d to let the fenate a& in th 
nomination of a new commander ; but that 
on his fide, he fhould do whatever he might 
judge moft expedient to obtain a peace ; and 
affur’d him before-hand of his confent, ani 
even of his approbation. After having rea 
this, Gifcon turn’d about to the meflenge, 


with his eyes bath’d in tears, and told hin 


My dear friend, tell my father, that th 
thou haft left me with his enemy, I an 
conftantly refolv’d to facrifice my life fu 
his fervice. I will find fome other mea 
of fending him an anfwer more at large 
fince thou wilt not ftay for it: but dont 
fail of acquainting the new general, an 
all the Carthaginians, who will be fu 
priz'd at the relation thou art going to git 
them of me, that I may be blind, but Ia 
no traitor. | 


The meflenger was hardly got witho 
the gate of the city, funning, when th 
affault was renew’d on all fides. The king 
diffatisfy’d, and almoft afham’d to ody 

+ _ den 


y 
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den’d with a perfon who was of no fervice 
to him, and could no longer skreen him 
from a fiege which was a great obftacle to 
his defigns, was confidering how to get rid of 

him, when Gifcon came up to him ‘to give — 
him an account of his letters. After the 
reading of them, the king chang’d his inten- 
tion ; he imagin’d that Gifcon would be an 
excellent fubject for him to create a diffen- 
tion between Zoros and his fenate ; and 
that the phantom of royalty, which he 
propos’d to inveft him with, at the fame 
time it incens’d the fenate, might perhaps 
bea pleafure to his father, who hitherto had 
not dar’d to make any partition in favour of 
the moft beloved of his fons: In a word, he 
look’d upon thefe approaching troubles as a 
means which would, without interruption, 
prepare his way to Carthage ; with regard 
to which, he was ftill of the fame mind, 
and whither he was refolv’d to pufh on, 
notwithftanding all foreign obftacles, and all 
the treaties he might in appearance have 
fhewn an inclination to tie himfelf down to, 
He therefore faid to Gifcon ; You fee your 
fenate treats you as a criminal of ftate; and 
under that name, declares a more grievous 
war againft you, than againft my felf. On 
the other hand, your prince and father 
leaves you abfolute mafter of your own 
ations, Let us conclude your marriage 
on this general conceflion, and prevent the 
M 3 impedi- 


166 The Life of SETHOS: 


impediments his anfwer to this particuly 
propofal might lay in your way. My lord 
(reply’d Gifcon) this impediment is ng 
_ to be apprehended fo foon. I confefs Ihave 
not hitherto dar’d to open my mind to my 
father on this head ; and the rather, as] 
did not prefume the performance of you 
promife was fo near at hand. So much th 
better, (faid the king) ; and we have ye 
the more time before us to work a confent, 
which perhaps it may be the eafier to ob. 
tain when the bufinefs is concluded. Wewill 
celebrate your nuptials this day, as well a 
it can be done in a city which is befieged ; 
but conceal from my daughter the letter 
from your fenate, not to give her, in your 
perfon, the idea of an outlaw. You con 
prehend, that fo ftri& an alliance, carris 
with it the condition of a fincere adhefion 
to my intereft. My lord, ( anfwer’d Gifcon, 
flattering himfelf with the remainder of 
vertuous principles, which this deplorable 
fall had yet left in his mind ) I am fenfible 
of what worth the gift you make me 4, 
beyond what I am able to exprefs. I know 
what I am indebted to the father of the 
moft accomplifh’d princefs man can poflets; 
but I will employ all. the underftanding my 
love can leave me, to unite this obligation 
with thofe nature has laid me under, with te 
gard to my father and my country ; or rather, 
40 bring this general union to fome ter 
: ap 4 pital, 
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‘pitch, of which you may be inform’d im 
mediately. I have confider’'d, my lord, 
fnce the firft offer you was pleas’d to make 
me of the Maffæfylian crown, that it was 
‘not lawful for me to accept of it in my name, 
or as regarding my perfon: but I cann’t 
hinder you, when you have made your 
felf mafter of it by force of arms, from 
placing it on the head of the princefs your 
daughter. I go yet farther ; The quality 
of her husband, with which I am to be 
honour’d, will give me neither the right 
nor the will to defend this crown with my 
arms againft my country, which had the 
dominion over it before you, and fent me 
hither for no other end than to fecuré the 
pofleffion of it. TheMauritaniaMaffæfylienfis 
muft firft be deliverd up to you by a 
treaty. I offer to ufe my endeavours to- 
wards it, as an accommodation which the 
| prefent junétures feem to have made necef- 
fary for the republick : But when that 
treaty is once concluded, and you then, as 
you have given me to underftand, put an 
end to the war you have enter’d into againft 
Carthage, I will be the protector of your 
daughter’s crown, againft all pretenfions 
which may be renew’d on this kingdom ; 
and all your enemies, without exception, 
fhall be mine. Anteus was equally fatisfy'd 
with thefe offers, and thefe refervations ; 
becaufe having to do with a fingle perfon, 

M and 
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and thinking himfelf capable of maintaip, 
ing his daughter’s throne without affiftance | 
he was indifferent whether fuch a fon-in. 
law was faithful to him or not. 


HERE the governor paus’d a while, bu 
before the furprize and compaffion of his 
auditors had let them open their mouths, he 
refum’d his difcourfe, and faid : My wor. 
thy guefts, I have been prolix in letting you 
fee the degrees by which one of the mof 
virtuous men of his age is fallen into the 
deepeft abyfs of blindnefs and corruption of 
heart : without thefe circumftances his hif 
tory would have been improbable. I fhall 
now proceed fafter, without omitting any 
thing of importance, in the recital of the 
bloody confequences of this defertion ; tho’ 
they have taken up a greater {pace of time, 
and may perhaps give the world a view of 
the overthrow of one of the greateft en- 
pires which have -hitherto fubfifted. The 
day after thefe fatal nuptials, the king told 
Gifcon, ‘That as a proof of the verity of 
what he had declar’d to him at their firk 
interview, he was going to confide the de- 
fence of Siga to the particular governor of 
this city. ‘That he was upon his departure 
from it almoft alone, by an outlet he | 
would not difcover to him, becaufe his de- 
fign was, that he fhould remain there with 
his daughter, ‘till he himfelf had prepard 

every 
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every thing for his reception and coronation 
‘with a proper pomp, at Jol, the capital of 
the Maffaefylians. [It was afterwards call’d 
Cæfarea by king Juba, in honour to Au- 
ftus*], Anteus, who, tho’ abfent, go- 
‘yern’d every thing in this kingdom, efpe- 
cially fince the death of their king, found 
an army there of fifty thoufand men, in 
very good order. He led it immediately to 
Tubufuptus, a place round which Saphon 
began to draw his troops after the reduction 
of Sitiñ, which the truce at Siga had ren- — 
der’d very difficult. ‘There it was that An- 
teus, taking the opportunity of an incamp- 
ment which was forming in hafte, becaufe 
they knew him near, gave battle to Saphon. 
This great man, after having for fix hours 
usd all the efforts which could be expected 
from his skill and valour, was kill’d by an 
‘arrow drawn at hazard, and his lofs caus’d 
the entire defeat of the Carthaginian army. 
Anteus purfuing his fuccefs in the firft ter- 
tor of his victory and name, and increafing 
his troops with thofe he had in the forts of 
the Mauritania Sitifenfis, he foon advanc’d 
to the capital of an empire, whofe provin- 
| ces had no defender. 


| _ Giscon receiv’d the news of his bro- 
[ther’s death, of the defeat of his army, and 


* See Cellarius, p. 189. Afr. 
of 
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of the fiege of Carthage in one and the 
fame day. ‘Then it was that the frightfl 
confequences of his crime made him fe 
the whole weight of it. He perceiy’d thy 
the inconfiderate and forbidden condefcen. 
dance he had had for the enemy, was the 
efficient caufe of the misfortunes of his 
country, and the lofs of his innocence. He 
conceiv’d for Saphon, who was kill’d bear. 
ing arms in the glorious exercife of his du. 
ty, a refpect which he had never before 
carry'd to fuch a height ; and the death of 
a brother, with whom he had not livd in 
the moft perfect harmony, left him all the 
regrets of the moft tender and lively friend- 
fhip. But a reflection upon his father ad- 
ded the greateft weight to his troubles, He 
confider’d the uneafinefles, terrors, and mor- 
tal agonies this venerable old man perhaps 
actually labour’d under, as a reward for fo ma- 
ny marks of affe&tion and confidence which 
he had at all times fhewn him, even while 
he was working the deftruétion of his empire 
by a voluntary and criminal indifcretion, 
and while he finn’d againft his paternal 
right by a diffembled love and clandeftine 
marriage. Not being able to bear up againtt 
fo many remorfes, he refolv’d, notwithftand- 
ing all the charms of his young wife, to de- 
part privately from Siga, and to fly to the 


_ relief of Carthage. He found means to let 


the general of the befiegers know his de- 
| fign, 
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fign, He inform’d him, that in a few days 
the befeg’d would make a numerous fally 
at midnight, and intimated to him the very 
time ; that he propos’d to take this opportu- 
nity of getting out with them in armour like 
unto theirs: that he fhould have two flaves 
| with him arm’d in the fame manner, one 
| the flave he had carry’d with him to Siga, 
and another he had got there, who feem'd 
as faithful and devoted to him as the former. 
The general thinking that Gifcon, being 
return’d to a fenfe of his duty, might per- 
haps be of fervice in the defence of his 
country, or at leaft might die in a ftation 
| more becoming him than that he was about 
to leave, very much approv’d his refolution. 
| He promis’d him, by the fame means, to 
favour his efcape, and to furnifh him, ac- 
cording to his defire, with a frigat to carry 
him directly to the port of Carthage. 


Giscown departed from Siga without be- 
ing difcover’d, and his light veffel arriv’d 
at Carthage at the beginning of the fiege : 
for the enemy’s army, being come thither 
by land, was oblig’d, tho’ unwillingly, to 
leave the haven open. The Carthaginians, 
who are now here, faw one morning a fri- 
gat enter their port, out of which came a 
_ Man very much tir’d, and follow’d by two 
| flaves no lefs fo than he. The mafter, how- 

ever, was in compleat armour, as if going 

to 
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to a battle, but the two flaves were cover, 
with long cloaks which they wrapp'd al 
round them, and with which they likewif 
hid their faces, as a fign of confufon and 
forrow. As foon as they were landed, the 
man in armour began to cry out: I am the 
guilty Gifcon, and come to offer my head 
to my father and the fenate, unlefs they 
judge it more expedient for me to facrifice 
my life on the walls, at the moft violent 
affault. ‘Thefe words, which he repeated 
at every ftep, foon came to the ears of Zo. 
ros. This prince fent immediately officer 
to bring his fon into his palace. As a great 
crowd follow’d him, the captain of the guards 
came, and declar’d at the gate, That the 
prince defir’d at this firft interview his fon 
might come in alone, and fhould appear 
only before the fenate, which was calling 
together: But Gifcon anfwer’d, with a 
firength of voice, which at the fame time 
excited aftonifhment and compañlion, That 
he bege’d in the name of divine and pub- 
lick juftice, that his father would fuffer his 
‘two flaves to go in with him; becaufe, 
having been witnefles of all his proceedings 
in Siga, they might bear teftimony againf 
him, and prevent all accefs to mercy, if 
any was defign'd in his favour. This his 
demand was granted; and, the two flaves 
being enter’d, the gates were fhut upon them 
three. Five or fix hours after, the eur 
| 0 
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of the fenate, being himfelf a fenator, afcend- 
ing a feat of judgment in view of the great 
fquare, at the end of the hall, where all 
the judges were yet fitting, and having Gif- 
con, ftanding, and yet in armour, on his 
right hand at the bottom of the fteps, pro- 
nounc’d this fentence, as extraordinary as 
the crime which occafion’d it. 


« The fenate of Carthage, with the ad- 

“ vice and confent of their prince, declare 
« Gifcon a criminal of ftate ; on account of 
“the propofals of accommodation made, 
“ in oppofition to the ‘orders of the repub= 
1 “ lick, to the king of the Mauritania Tin- 
“ gitana, before the furrender of Siga ; for 
“the fufpenfion of the fiege previoufly 
“ granted that king, without the confent, 
| “and contrary to the intention of the fe- 
“ nate; and by a marriage contracted with- 
“ out the knowledge of his father and 
“ prince, with the daughter of Anteus, an 
avow'd enemy to our empire, who is now 
“ actually befieging its capital. Thefe three 
“ deeds, taken together, have been ad- 
“ judg’d deferving of death ; by the lofs 
of the incomparable Saphon, by the de- 
feat of our armies, and by the fiege of 
Carthage itfelf, of which they are the 
caufe. The fenate, however, fufpends 
the execution of this fentence, in confi- 
“* deration of the need the republick ftands 
oi; in 
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in of the criminal, who is now the chief 
fupport left, from whom they hope their 
welfare. His judges require of him, that 
before he come to fubmit to the death he 
deferves, he go elfewhere in queft of thofe 
fuccours which are abfolutely neceflary 
to prevent the ruin of our empire; and 
of which the hopes he has given us has 
feem’d plaufible enough to engage the fe. 
nate to leave thofe troops before Siga, 
which they were upon the point of re- 
calling. When he has accomplifh’d this 
undertaking, the fenate will not yet execute 
their fentence : becaufe, looking upon 
the criminal as now the only naturil 
fucceflor to his father ; his death would 
throw the republick into the perplexity 
of a choice, which faétion makes dange- 
rous during the courfe of the eleétion, 
and which a plurality of votes don’t al- 
ways make fatisfaétory to every fubjett 
‘€ afterwards. It is therefore decreed he 
€ fhan’t fuffer the death he has deferv’d, 
till, by his marriage, which his father’s 
confent has now confirm’d, he have a fon, 
which we can regard as a fucceffor born 
of the principality of Carthage. Then 
only the criminal fhall come and offer his 
head to the {word of juftice; provided 
however farther, that he have not before 
that actually fucceeded upon his father’s 
“ death ; forafmuch as the fenate allows 
“ they 
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“ they have no right of punifhment with 
« regard to their prince, and it would not 
« befeem the prince himfelf to fubmit to it.” 
| As foon as the fentence was pronounc’d, Gif- 
con was carry’d down to the fquare, which 
he crofs’d alone and at liberty, defiring 
Levery one not to follow him, becaufe the 
fenator had yet fomething of greater impor- 
tance to impart to them. ‘They foon loft 
the fight of him, and it is not yet known 
what is become of him. 


Tue fenator immediately call’d back all 
the people, and faid: That tho’ they did 
not abfolutely defpair of the welfare of the 

republick, the fenate was defirous to fecure 
the dignity of their aged prince : That to 
this end they had perfuaded him, tho’ with 
great difficulty, to feek a retreat out of the 
limits of this empire ’till happier times. It 
is not judg’d proper, continued he, to name 
| the place propos’d him, and whither he has 
confented to repair. But if the bounteous 
gods grant us the deliverance of our city ; 
| deputies will foon repair to the place of his 
retreat to bring him back again to Carthage. 
He will imbark this very night, in which 
| no other veffel but his will be allow’d to go 
out of the harbour. However, the prince 
| not being the only one for whofe eafe we 
are follicitous ; the fenate permits, and even 
exhorts all thofe citizens who are not in a 
condition 
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condition to bear arms, or who have ng 
been employ’d hitherto in the works of th 
fiege, to retire with their families. You ap 
allow’d to carry with you all your riche 
and provifions ; and to feek refuge in thof 
provinces of Europe and Afia which borde: 
upon the Mediterranean, and where each of 
you may hope the beft reception on account 
of his particular correfpondence and trade, 
You may depart to-morrow and the follow. 
ing days in thofe veflels which belong to 
one or other of you, and take fuch paffen. 
gers as you fhall think fit, who are in th 
circumftances I have juft defcrib’d. The 
fenate, of which not one member will take 
the liberty they grant you, requires no other 
formality for your departure. But if, by 
the valour of thofe who remain, or the fuc. 
cours Gifcon has promis’d to bring us, our 
city fhould hold out, as we have reafon to 
hope, fo long as to raife the fiege, all eftates 
fhall, at your return, be reftor’d to thofe 
alone who fhall have left their titles and 
inftruétions in publick truft. And thofe 
who fhall perfevere with us in the defence 
of the city fhall be difcharg’d from all cur- 
rent and annual debts to thofe who fhall re- 
tire, even for a year after our deliverance. 


, Tuo’ the Carthaginians, who have in- 

form’d us of the things I have juft related 

to you, have preferr d flight, to the si” 
0 
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f lofing, with that little they had fav’d, 
heir lives by the hands of a barbarous con» 
queror ; 4s they did not depart from Car- 
hage ‘till a week after this proclamation, 
hey faw the good effeét it began to pro- 
juce. For befides the fatisfaétion the fenate 
hereby gave all the women, and a great 
umber of timorous men; they freed Car- 
age from all ufelefs mouths, and increas’d 
mulation in thofe who had chofen to de- 
fend it to their death. And indeed we have 
ot yet heard that it is taken ; as we are 
ikewife inform’d that the Carthaginians 
have had no better fuccefs before Siga. 


Turs recital ftruck our three auditors 
ith aftonifhment, as well on account of 
he chataéter and fituation of the perfons, 
as of the two very different faces the event | 
of this war was going to give to the affairs 
of Africa. But Cheres, tho’ in outward ap- 
pearance the leaft mov’d of the three, had 
it the bottom of his foul all the impreffions 
hat thofe who were perfonally concern’d 
ould have in a like juncture, and he had 
already made the lot of Carthage, and of | 
il the fubjeéts of that empire, his own. 
e was in no lefs lively manner affected 
ith the wound the honcur of the Egyp- 
lan initiation had receiv’d ; tho’ Gifcon was 
ot, as Sethos, what they call’d an Egyp- 
lan initiate. But above every. other confi- 
Vou, IL. N deration 
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deration he was pérfuaded that the po 
would fürnifh him with an opportunity ( 
exercifing that friendfhip, which the initigy 
thought a Lee x duty, and which in a, 
cient times render’d thofe pairs of friend 
of whom fable and hiftory have prefery; 
the hames, fo famous *. He cotifider’d, thy 
if adverfitiés, which only regard the POO 
and fortune a friend is dépriv'd of, are} 
téafon for devoting orie’s felf to him with; 
greater zeal, and to do our utmoft for hi 
affiftance ; the tofs of ‘innocence atid Héndy 
when it don’t proceed from an ittetrievabk 
depravation, was a much mote preffitig iio 
tive to fly tothe affiftance of a man wh 
‘hitnfelf is endeavouring to repair his fil 
“gs. Arid thus, as foon as the ‘compat 
_ Was féparated, and he alone, he éry’d où 
"© Gifcon, Gifcon! I formerly promis’d y 
my friendfhip; 1 don’t defpair of foon gir 
‘itg you proofs of it. In the mean time h 
ent to vifit his veflel, to recommend tod 
‘thafe who were imploy'd in working if 
‘and Were ti0t to leave the port to folld 
‘him to Lixa, to fhew a great refpe& to ti 
‘Attantides, who might offer them their 
‘vicés, either in the hofpital, or in the vel 
‘Gtfelf. He inttufted the chief pilot with th 
‘care in his abfence, which was not'to bel 
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long as he had at firft defign’d. After which 
he prepar’d to fet out, with his.two compa- 
pions, to wait npon the king before the hour — 
of publick table. : 


THE king, attended by one of his mini 
fers, was juft coming out of the hofpital 
for paflengers, where the Carthaginians were, 

hich was diftinguifh’d from that, for ftran- 
pers, where they had put Cheres and his 
companions. ‘They went all three to the 
place where the chief of the Atlantides were 
waiting the King’s coming. He at firft 
alk'd about with them all, in large fhady 
valks along the fhoar ; and foon afterwards 
he invited the three ftrangers to fit down on 
ach fide of him upon a-bench of green 
urf in the form.of a circle. There he de- 
rd Cheres to oblige -the great company he 
faw round about him, of whom as many as 
ould might fit downover-againft and by the 
ides of them, with a relation of the chief 
xploits, which fame had given them a.con- 
usd idea of; fuch as the paflage of the 
thern point of Africa, the foundation of 
New Pheenicia, and the reform of the intr 
tion of Guiney. Upon this requeft the 
thief of the two officers fpoke, and faid 
0 the. king : My lord, as our.gommander’'s 
nodefty, which, is equal to- his, {dom and 
four, would, make. him .difguife the part 
Ne has: had in Ntbn:pecinemance of thsfc-glo- 
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rious 
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rious undertakings ; permit me to give yor, 
in his place, the fatisfaétion you def 
This propofal being agreed to, the Pheni. 
cian gave a recital of all the reader has fee 
in the foregoing book, by fo much the mor 
valuable as, without uttering one fingle 
word of praife, he gave his hero preg 
encomiums by a bare relation of faéts. Du. 
ring this narrative, Cheres was fo taken w 
with his new projects in favour of the Cu. 
thaginians, and the means to find Gifcon, 
that the applaufes the whole company di 
rected to him at the conclufion of the Phe. 
nician’s difcourfe, made him ftart as outo 
a fleep. sis 


Tue hour for table being infenfibly com 
the king rofe firft to go towards the plac 
where the tables were cover’d., It was a 
agreeable plain, which a very ftrait hilloc 
cover’d with trees, fhelter’d from the ray 
of the fetting fun. ‘There twenty table 
form’d an oblong. All the inhahjtants a 
the port could not fit at them; but all th 
citizens were admitted to them by ‘tum 
The king’s table was alone by the fideo 

_ the hillock 3 but it was long enough to co 
tain the chief officers of the ftate ; for bt 
“had no fepatate table for himfelf, and wi 
only waitéd on as the private perfonsi 
 menial fervants. The chief of thefe-of 
. Gers, or he who was néareft the king; " 
+ ‘ 4 cn 
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the principal prieft of the place; for the 
high-prieft of the nation refided at Lixa. 
When any ftrangers were there, the king 
plac’'d them next by the fide of him; and 
each company was. entertain’d but once, 
cer ciug to the order of their arrival. The 
uc’ f table was only for men, and they ate 
only on one fide, as at all the other. Inthe 
length «ie mens tables were on the right, 
and the womens on the: left. The king’s 
wife, for fo fhe was call’d, and had not the 
title of queen, had the chief place at the 
latter, and her daughters the next after her. 
Her fons were at the mens table oppofite to 
her, provided as well one as the other were 
in their minority. But in this elective king- 
dom other degrees of parentage were plac’d 
at table, as well as every where elfe, in the 
rank of citizens, out of whom the king was 
chofen.. The priefts came next, and after 
them the citizens who liv’d on the revenues 
of their eftates ; the fame order was obferv’d 
with the women. At a certain appointed 
diftance, but ftill reckon’d lengthwife, were 
the tables for artificers neatly clad in the 
habits of their profeffion. And laftly, at 
the end of the oblong were two tables for 
the domefticks of both fexes, who did not 
wait at table ; and who, tho’ in other ree 
{pects they were fed as their maft-.s, did not 
come in ’till after a certain { ice of time, 
The attendance upon the threc, firft rows of 
N 3 ie tables 
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tables was always directed by two tiief af 
two women of the citizens. In a word, thi 
charming affembly, which never met bu 
where the king was, had at one and the 
fame time the appearance of a ftate, and 
that of one and the fame family. As for 
the meflés they were always of fiye forts à 
difh of each for every gueft ; meat, fith, milk, 
pulfe, and fruits. ‘They were generally va. 
ried from ns | to day : But as every thing 
was always drefs’d in the platheft manne 


they had never any fort of tagoos. Th 
men had each a pretty large meafuré of 
Wine ; but the women had only a quartet 
of the quantity, which was given them to. 
wards the conclufion of the teal: becauf 
the bent of this people was to keep up fo: 


Btiery and decency, without an abfoltite de: 
hial, which often breeds unrtily and petti- 
cious defires. Every oné was allow’d to 
converfe with thofe who fate néareft chem, 
but with a low voice, to avoid the noift, 
which Ootherwifé uit be in fo numerous 4 
company. Cheres, who fate at the king’ 
fight hand, taking advantage of this liberty 
Which the king had already made ufe d 
With regard to him, told him: That he had 
more reafon to be curious to know the law 
of a peoplé {6 virtudus and renowned as thit 


of the Attaptides, than the king had had to 
-be inform’d of his weak enterprizes, the fur- 


cefs of which was only owing to the affife 
| | | | tance 
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rsnce of thofe nations of which his fleet had 
been compos'd. The king in anfwer faid, 
he would give him immediate fatisfaétion : 
pon which he ¢all’d the fecretary of his 
ouncil, who fate at the end of the table. 
He order'd a chair to be fet for him almoft 
oppofite to his own; that the other two 
ftrangers, one of which fate at the king’s 
kft hand, and the other on the right of 
heres, might likewife eafily hear him : and 
caufing his mefles to be fet before him in 
this place, as was nfual on the like occafion ; 
this officer, continuing his repaft, fpoke in 
the following familiar terms. weg 


| 


VENERABLE guefts, to begin by religion, 
which is always our glory and ecurity, I 
hal} firft obferve to you, that our priefts 
offer three facrifices every day, one at fun- 
ing, another about the middle of the fore- 
noon, andthe third atnoon. Each takesup but 
the {pace of half an hour. All the Atlantides 
are oblig’d to be prefent at one of the three ; 
unlefs they have reafons for a difpenfation 
made known to the priefts, who are very 
indulgent in granting them, and very pest 3 
in requiring their being ask’d. We have { 
many temples thronghout our whole domi- 
mons, that there is always one in the neigh- 
bourhaad of every inhabitant of this little 
Kingdom. Lixa being our only city is the 
only habitation where there are feveral tem- 
f | FRS pe 
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ples; but even in Lixa every one is oblip'f 
to go to his own, to perform the exercifes he 
is ty d down to. Thefe exercifes confi 
every day in the morning facrifice, and: 
thankfgiving in the evening ; whither yoy 
will fee our king lead us after the repañt, and 
where even thofe will be prefent who hare 
not been at the tables to day. We have: 
certain number of folemnities during the 
courfe of the year; efpecially at the begin. 
ning and conclufion of the feafons, to en. 
treat the gods to make them propitious, or 
to thank them for their bleffings: But be. 
fides that, every eighth day is fet apart for 
the more particular worfhip of the gods, 
and for a day of reft and eafe for the citi- 
zens, and efpecially artificers. On thok 
days we are firft oblig’d to affift at the ten- 
ple, at our religious ceremonies, for three 
hours together in the morning. ‘There 4, 
however, but one facrifice, fomething more 
folemn than thofe of other days, and is 
otherwife no longer but as the prayers, which 
on other days are only repeated, are then 
fung in a concert of voices and inftruments 
Then one of the priefts delivers a difcourle, 
of the length of a fhort hour, to the whole 
affembly both men and women ; in whichis 
a mixture of moral rules, with-the praile 
of the gods, and perfons of both fexes who 
had been remarkable for their virtue. But 
at the fame time another prieft inftruéts the 
children 
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hildren by familiar queftions in a feparate 
ace. To conclude, wé¢ afflemble again to” 
make a diftribution of the oblations which: 
e made before the facrifice, for proceffi-. 
ms, and other pious ceremonies, to which 
nen, women, and children are admitted by 
ms, For it has always been a maxim of 
ur fore-fathers to excite an efteem for the 
emples by the beauty and diverfity of the: 
eremonies perform’d in them. ‘They be- 
iev'd that for the fupport of religion it was 
ot enough to build upon the real and in- 
vard piety of particular perfons; but that 
t muft have fomething exterior that might 
nite a whole people. Exterior worfhip is — 
he only one which can form a vifible fo- 
ety, and diftinguifh a religious nation from 
thofe who are not fo, or are fo after another 
manner. In former times we had a fet of 
en, and efpecially of priefts, amongft us 
ho were too godly, and referring every 
thing to the inward man, jlook’d upon cere- 
monies even as a caufe of inattention in the 
temples. Above all, they retrench’d what 
they thought too amufing, as contrary to 
the {pirit of religion, which they thought 
hey came the neareft up to, the fewer per- 
fons they made it fit for. Thence it came 
that our temples were deferted in all folem- 
nities which were voluntary, and pretexts 
for being difpens’d from the other increas*d. 
Our high-priefts, to whofe care the body of 
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this fame religion was in fome meafüure con, 
mitted, always oppos’d this kind of reform, 
tion. As heads of fociety in fo confiderable, 
part, they have had an extreme attention fo 
the multitude, The perfeétion of fome pec, 
liar perfons is a particular cafe, of which the 
priefts, who are confulted in private an 
feparately, ought to be more than ordinay 
careful. But they ought not to impofe i 
as a law upon a whole nation, in which i 
is neverthelefs of confequence to prefere: 
love and habitude of religion. In a word, 
the maxims of our high-priefts, and the fuc, 
cefs attending their conduét, have convinci 
us, that whereas fhallow minds vainly 2. 


tempt to bring the generality of mankin 


into their tafte, the generous man bring 


them to what he will by their own, 


THE feeond view of our weekly fefuiva 
being, as I have already hinted, the repolt 
and refrefhment of the eitizens, and efpe 
cially of working men ; they haye the afer 
noon at their will. It is not fo at the fo 
lemnity of other feftivals, in which our ct, 
remonies are too pompous, and altogether 
too long to be perform’d in a morning : bu 
then the attendance at them is voluntary. 
At the weekly feftival the intent is, that th 
wulgar and domefticks may. not only s¢ 
from their labours, but divert themfelye: 


‘but that thefe their {ports may center ve 
ch 
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he bounds of decency, our laws ordain, — 
hat they be publick, and that the cit 
ns themfelves affift at them. ‘The places 
vhere they exercrfe their reéreations, where 
hey dance and eat, whether t be at Lixa 
x in the country, are appomted them, and 
nthe open air: afd moreover, Our magi- 
tates prefide at them to prevent’ all quar- 
els, indecencies, and excels. Thefe paf- 
imes are eftablifh’d by a general law; for 
eat any mafters of miftreffes. of families 
fhould on fuch days withhold them children 
ind fervants from them by labour, conftraint 
ind vexation, a$ fome have done even un 
ler pretext of religion ; and they are ore 
lain'd to be publick, to prevent there be- 
ing any held in private, or that the citizens 
cing unimploy’d, might not give themfelves 
p to flandering one another, or to ceniur- 
g thé government. 


To come now to our polity : The con- 
Mtution of it difpenfes us from that part of 
twhich in other places is call’d military ; 
becaufe we have no defence but the favour 
of other nations, and the efteem they are 
eas'd to fet upon the fimplicity of our 

annèrs. We have even no occafion for 
oliticks, as it is the art of putting an end to 

‘ars, or extending the frontiers of a country 
by treaty: Nobody difputes the limits of 
ur territory, which is border’d by the fea 

to 
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to the weft, by two rivers, the. Subur ty 
the fouth, and the Zilis to the north, an 
by a chain of mountains to the eaft. We, 
on the other hand, don’t attempt to inlarge 
them. And to fay the truth, our laws would 
be too reftriétive for a great kingdom, in 
which we could never keep up that concord 
and uniformity which is the foul of ow 
manners and cuftoms. : It is enough then tg 
tell you, that our king is elective, fince Atlas, 
our founder, dying without male iffue, chof 
one himfelf from among our citizens, In 
_purfuance of the example of this firft elec. 
‘tion, we infift upon our king being, at the 
time of his election, between fifty and fixty 
years of age. Every citizen, as well as every 
inhabitant of the country, who has given 
proof of his having a certain, fix’d revenue, 
may be nominated ; provided, however, he 
be not a fon of the laft deceas’d, or his 
neareft relation if he had no fon; which 
excludes ‘in this cafe either all his nephews 
or all his coufins in the fame degree. , Al 
factions are abfolutely forbidden ; and they 
would even be to little purpofe, confidering 
the freedom and th. ‘ecret of fcrutiny made 
by thofe citizens only who are paft the age 
for being elected, but are otherwife quali: 
fy’d for it. The king being once named 5 
abfolute mafter of the adminiftration. But 
he is bound by an oath not to infringe upol 
the laws of the ftate, and to receive the ts 
| _ prefentation 
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»refentations of the affembly of magiftrates, 

who are not nominated, but are confirm’d 

py him. He is likewife defir'd, on the day 

of his inftallation, to keep all the minifters 

fhis predeceflors, who are capable of exer- 

cifing their functions. So the changeof a king 
makes, in-general, no alteration in the ftate, 

But the king has in other refpeëts the right 
of depofing and nomination, with regard to 
all other places of note, excepting one, 
which is that of high-prieft. He is chofen 
by the priefts who are of the fame age as 
the citizens who eleét the king ; and the 
age of the high-prieft at his eleétion is fix’d 
in the fame manner as that of the king. 
But the king has a peculiar privilege at this 
eletion ; which is, that he can ftrike out 
three of the lift prefented him of thofe priefts 
who are qualify’d for this imploy, the no- 
mination of whom would afterwards be null. 
Some zealous priefts formerly murmur’d at 
this regulation. But they were given to 
underftand, that the greateft happinefs of 
the priefthood, and of the ftate, confider’d 
together, was the union and concord of the 
‘two powers, which could never be expected 
if the high-prieft was not agreeable to the 
king. ‘They added, that whatever could 
give occafion to divifions and parties müft — 
be carefully avoided, being as contrary to 
the {pirit and even intereft of religion, as to 
its publick and civil advantage, and as being 
| capable 
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capable of changing a great good into, 
great evil. Thefe remonftrances had § 
ood «an. effet, and :the :priefts shave: fing 
a fo.gyeat.a regard for the kings, thy 
at the latter nominations the kings have.c, 
cluded none, and have left the three nang 
in.blank, only to preferve . their right. 


Qur citizens are divided into thy 
claffes, thoafe who live on the revenues of 
their eftates, merchants, and arttficers. The 
priefis are reckon’d among the firft; th 
they have.no other revenues but the ob. 
tions-which are brought into their temple 
and'the .voluntary prefents they receive fa 
the publick education of their. children of 
both. fexes, of which they and their. wive 
have.the feparate charge. ‘The revenues d 
others confift.generally in lands and . honfes; 
and. there are-very few families seven in the 
city or-port, who have not, more-or defi 
fome.eftate in the country. ‘The, poffeffor 
rare oblig’d.to keep them in good-order, san 
to-fmprove.them, not only as good: houle- 
keepers, but.as good citizens :  becawfe we 
have hardly any other commerce with fo 
zeigners but for our cattle and fruits. . Con 
aniffaries, who.are prefented to the: king by 
the body of merchants, go and.receive then 
of the .proprictors, and tranfport. ‘them :10 
‘that only market which you-may; havebee 
dhewn- when you-went pp the river! Subut 

| to 


|! 
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 Banafa. ‘There they are barter’d for the 
herchandizes which are brought us by the 
hænicians in the manner they have, with- 
ut doubt, inform’d you of at Banafa, with. 
ut either party ever feeing or {peaking to 
e other. Thus our merchants receiving 
their commodities only by the hands of thefe 
ommiflaries, fell them only to our citizens 
ata word: they are likewife allow’d to de- 
iver them to ftrangers, fuch as you, for 
their proper ufe : but you will fee their cuf- 
toms in that refpeét, if you have a mind to 
purchafe any thing under the great piazza 
of Lixa. I have nothing to obferve with 
regard to our artificers, that in all appear- 
ance is not common to all nations. But 
what I believe is peculiar to ours, is, that 
we fuffer no one to be in want, and that 
the ftate fupplies what vigilance and indu- 
try can't furnifh to fome private perfons : 
but then the magiftrates take care, and even 
previoufly, that the neceflities they are to | 
provide for, do not proceed from floth or 
‘diforderly living, and they punifh both by 
much harder labours than thofe which 
‘would ‘generally fuffice to prevent fuch in- 
‘digence, | 


Trrs, venerable guefts, is a recital of 
Our laws, much the fame as we give to all 
ftrangers who exprefs any defire of being 
inform’d of them. The remainder = 

4 ° 
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6f particulars of which you may alreid 
have obferv’d fome part of yourfelves, an 
which you will have yet a better idea of 
if you ftay the whole month you a 
allow’d to fojourn here. You will ealily 
conceive that the chief place for making 
thefe obfervations is Lixa, which is by 
half a day’s journey from hence, and whi. 
ther our king has declared he will retum 
to-morrow, after the departure of the Car 
thaginian veflels. 


CHERES Was charm’d with all he ha 
heard; and adding what he had now leam’d 
to what he had heard before, he thank’ 
the king, and the fecretary of his council; 
adding, That whereas the favages, which 
ll then he had met with throughout dl 
Africa, were fo many examples of thofe 
vices which men are fubjeét to, without 
the improvement of their minds, and with- 
‘out the knowledge of manners ;. the facred 
country of the Hefperides was a pattern of 
that innocence which is preférved by foms 
‘people, that have no intercourfe with men 
perverted by luxury and ambition: He farther 
added, That their nation gave -him a real 
idea of the golden age ; not fuch as repre 
fented by vicious men, but fuch as a regard 
for publick felicity, made all wife men wih 
the return of, 


THE 
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Tue repaft being ended, the king went 
owards the temple, attended by the whole 
ompany which had been at table with him, 
d which vifibly increas’d by the addition 
f all the other citizens of the port. Cheres 
pund an opportunity of telling his two offi- 
es, That after the thankfgiving they were 
oing to, he would endeavour to get fome 
ight of the king concerning the Cartha- 
inians ; but, as he believed the king 
ight be more open-hearted if he fpoke 
ith him alone, he would give them an 
ccount of their converfation at the hofpital, 
hither they fhould retire before him. 
heres went immediately up to the king 
pain ; and at coming out of the temple, 
aking foftly to him, he defired leave to 


ere to depart in the morning ; for that 
is two companions and he were very much 
oncern’d at the hiftory, which the governor 
f the hofpital for ftrangers had been fo 
ood to relate to them. ‘The king, preff- 
g his hand, difmifsd the whole compa- 
y by a falutation, as was cuftomary at 
hat hour. After which, he anfwer’d 
heres, who walk’d with him by the fide 
f his palace, That the regard they were 
blig’d to have for the neighbouring ftates, 
nd efpecially for the king of the Maurita- 
la Tingitana, by whofe dominions they 
cre furrounded, would not allow them 
| Vou, II. O to 


onfer a moment with the Carthaginians who, 


4 
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to turn the privileged country of the ty 
fperides into a place of rendezvous, and ogy 
ference among ftrangers, and efpecially ty 
tween fo illuftrious a hero as Cheres, aj 
the Carthaginians with Whom Anteus w 
actually in war : That, for the famé reafy 
they never admitted of any fugitives amo 
them, who, on their fide, knowing th 
caution of the Atlantides, and the {ni 
extent of their territory, chofe rather to fe 
refuge in other places, and particulatly{ 
Betia, a nation as religious, and lefs 4 
pendant than they: That, however, th 
fame of his vertue deferving a corifideng 
he fhould not have in any one elfe, hi 
would not conceal from him how mui 
they all difapprov’d the injuftice of th 
affault, and the perfidioufnefs of Antew' 
proceedings againft the Carthaginians : Tha 
for His part, he fhould be charm’d to he 
that Cherés, adding the glory of their ¢ 
liveränce, to fo many noble exploits as k 
had already- heard related of him, migl 
foon be call’d thé conqueror and benefatte 
of all Africa : That, as a proof theréof, t 
facilitate this enterprize as far as was inh 
power, lic would acquaint him, That abo 
two months béfore, a fmall Carthaginit 
vellel enter’d their harbour in a difguis 
mantier, and fet on fhore two very 2 
men, äcompany’d by two young damm 
_ “yeild, and clad as if in mourning. She 


( 
«| 
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thefe two who appear’d of the greateft di- 
fintion, and was the handfomeft, call’d 
he moft decrepid of the two old men her 
ather, and the other feem’d an attendant on 
e former : They had all four but one flave. 
As that is the greateft number of one and 
e fame company that is entitled, accord- 
ng to our laws, to an entrance into the in- 
yard part of this country, they were re- 
‘ivd into the hofpital for ftrangers, as 


you were. The governor of this hofpital, 


he fame you have this day fpoken with, 
ent them to me to Lixa, as they defir’d ; 
dvifing me, that they had a particular 
avour to beg of me. ‘They immediately 
onfefs’d to me, that the fiege of Carthage 
ad driven them from that city. They 
treated me, if they were the firft of this 
fortunate empire who had landed there, 

they believ’d they were, to grant them, 

t any price that might be thought proper, — 
à habitation in fome folitary place of our 
lains : That I would fuffer them to remain 
ere “till their city was deliver’d, if the 
ods fhould be fo propitious to it ; or to 
d their days there, if it fhould be taken, 

s they had reafon to fear. I anfwer’d 
em, That I fhould not be backward to 
tercife this hofpitality with regard to them ; 
tit not being our cuftom to fuffer ftran- 

ts to fettle amongft us, I would propofe 
to my council in the moft fayourable 

O 2 terms 
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terms, and, in the end, let them decide jf 
their quality, as fugitive Carthaginians, were 
for them a reafon for a fingle exception, 
or a more fevere exclufion. My council 
after fome deliberation; concluded unani. 
moufly, That hofpitality, as all the other 
virtues, was of little merit, if only exer 
cis on: common, or even agrecable 
occafions ; and that we ought to rejoyce 
that providence had laid an opportunity in 
our way to rifque fomething by doin 
good: That even by fo doing, fome had 
had the advantage of entertaining greater 
guefts than they at firft believ’d: Tha, 
 neverthelefs, to accompany this good work 
with all proper cautions, it would be good 
for thefe ftrangers to continue concealing 
from the other citizens that they were Ca- 
thaginians ; and the rather, as they would 
thereby the better hide themfelves from 
their enemy Anteus, whofe ill-will we 
fhould be loth to draw upon us : That, for 
the fame reafon, it did not feem proper to 
fell them any pofleflion ; becaufe, on the 
one hand, we were not us’d to deal fac 
to face even with the Pheenicians, wh 
bring us the commodities we ftand in neti 
of; and, on the other hand, thefe new 
guefts were not fure of the time they might 
ftay in this country: That therefore I 
would be beft to keep them as ftrangeti, 
for as long a time as their circumftanc 


} | fhoul 
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fhould oblige them to ftay here : but that, 
contrary to their cuftom with foreign ftran- 
gers, who ftay here at fartheft but a month, - 
they fhould have, for their retirement, a piece 
of land, which they fhould enjoy as tenants, 
and for which they fhould fend annually 
à voluntary retribution, and in a conceal’d 
fum, to the cheft of the Hofpitable Gods, in 
fuch manner as ftrangers pay their expences, 
and even the price of thofe things they buy, 
in vifiting this kingdom : That tt was left to 
me to aflign them, on thefe conditions, any 
place.in the royal domains, that I might 
judge fufficient to furnifh them their fub- 
fifence. They added, That the folitude, 
which thefe Carthaginians themfelves fought, — 
feem’d very expedient, as well for their own 
fecurity, with regard to men of every na- 
tion who at times vifit this country, as to 
preferve, with regard to the Atlantides, the 
law they are ty’d down to, never to have 
any private converfation with ftrangers : 
That they therefore defir’d me to regulate 
the number, and keep the names of thofe 
menial feryants who were neceflary to cul- 
tivate their ground. I affur’d my council I 
fhould exaétly follow this advice, which was 
mine likewife. Being return’d to the Car- 
thaginians, I told them, That in confe- 
quence of this deliberation, which I related to 
them, I affign’d them a very agreeable retire- 
ment on a hillock four leagues on the other 
O 3 fide 
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fide Lixa. I immediately gave them a ma 
I could confide in to conduct them thither, 
and to aflift them in their eftablifhment: 
He it is who performs all their commiffion 
without doors, and by whom likewife they 
have an intercourfe with me. Thefe, jl. 


luftrious Cheres, are the only Carthaginians 
with whom I can allow you to fpeak: | 
don’t even extend this permiffion to the 


two officers you have brought with you, 


‘To-morrow, as foon as the heat of the day 
is over, I fhall depart for Lixa, and I hal 
arrive there about midnight. I will furnih 
you, if you defire it, a carriage for you, 
your two companions, and two flaves, and 
you will arrive there at the fame time with 
me. You may take your meafures the next 
morning to go alone to the habitation of 
our hermits : It is call’d the High Trees; 
the way to it is by the river-fide, ’till you 
find a femi-circle form’d by the fhore, the 
fpace of which is fill’d up by an ifland 
which you will find furrounded by fifher- 
mens boats. Leaving this ifland on the 
right-hand, you will difcover on the left 4 
little white houfe fituated on a rifing- 
ground, at a pretty confiderable diftance, 
and furrounded on three fides by high trees, 
which won’t deprive you of the fight of it; 
this is the habitation of the Carthaginians. 
I defcribe the way to you, that you my 


not have occafion to enquire of any boty 
| [Of 
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for it will be moft proper for you to go 
hither as a ftranger, who is come ta vifit 
the country out of curiofity, and has loft 
his way. I will give you, however, ac- 
cording to cuftom, a circular letter, in which 
I certify that you are come into the king- 
dom by the port of Lixus, the only entrance 
jllow’d to ftrangers ; becaufe there are 
orders given at feveral places to ftop un- 
known perions, who may have come in by 
any other ways, to know of them who were 
their guides, and to reconduét them imme- 
diately out of our territories. 


CHERES, extremely fatisfy’d with the 
permiffion, and the lights the king had 
aven him, thank’d him with the fame frank- 
nefs of heart as if it had concern’d his own ~ 
deliverance. And the king, being come 
with him to the gate of his palace, fent 
him hack again to the hofpital, attended, 
as a mark of diftinétion, by two of his 
people. 


As it was already late, Cheres put off 
his two companions *till the next morning, 
to propofe to them a defign he had form’d 
[on account of the Carthaginians, in confe- 
quence of what they had heard together, 
and of what the king had told him in par- 
ticular, Accordingly the next.morning, as 
they were all three walking in a rural and 

oo ae nnn 
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private place, Cheres faid; Dear comp: x 
nions ! whatever juft glory you have gain: 
by a difcovery of the tour of Africa, by the Min 
fettlements you have made on the coafts of Mico 
it, and by the manners you have given to Mn 
the greater part of their inhabitants; 12e: 
have more than once obferv’d, that in the Mica 
combats which have offer’d, your valour fico 
has fuffer’d, by being only engag’d with 

enemies unworthy of you. You have, in 

fome meafure, been afham’d of your ownfine 
exploits: And I, my felf, have hinder’d fome fii de 
enterprizes, which you, without doubt, would fi m 
have terminated much fooner by force ; but Ba 
in which 1 believ’d patience and lenity would Mn 
better fecure the execution. An occafion ii At 
. now offers to you, to give a free courfe tom th 
to that valour I have fometimes reprefsd pa 
Will you affift me in fuccouring the Ca- i di 
thaginians, who owe their rife to you fi 
( faid he, ‘turning to the Pheenician officer) i p: 
a nation difmember’d from yours not thirty # th 
years ago ? or will you abandon me in thin 
expedition, which I am refolv’d to attempt, Rp: 
tho’ I fhould be oblig’d to go thither alone? jm 
The two officers did not hefitate a moment jth 
for their anfwer : And Cheres, to encourage fi fo 
them the more in the offer of their lives, mith 
which they had made him, in the name of 
the whole fleet, told them ; That he be- 
liev’d this exploit would be a glorious con- 
clufion of their voyage : That thereby “ 

wou 
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would fhew to all the known and civiliz’d 
nations where-ever they fhould come, and 
in the eyes of whom they were going to 
combat, that they were capable of fomething 
more than trade ; or rather, that commerce 
was not to be extended the length they had 
cary’d it, but by men who have as much 
courage as Wifdom. 


THESE two Officers, carrying their ge- 
nerofity to a greater height than Chéres had 
defired, told him; That they would im- 
mediately depart to fetch the fleet from 
Banafa, while he might fatisfy a curiofity 
more becoming him than them among the 
Atlantides, and at Lixa. Cheres anfwer’d 
them ; That he would not accept on their 
part of a facrifice, the example of which he 
did not follow ; and that it was juft that 
friends who had taken a pleafure in accom- 
panying him into the land of the Hefperides, 
hould fee the capital as well as he: But 
moreover, (continu’d he) our fudden de- 
parture, or even our fudden feparation, 
might make the vulgar Atlantides fufpe&, 
that we, in concert with the king, had 
form’d fome fecret league with the Car- 
thaginian fleet ; and the more, as departing 
now, we, or you, would go out of the harbour | 
at the fame time with them. Now the king 
has inform'd me, that it was neceflary, for 
he tranquillity of his people, not in any- 

wife 


202 The Life of SETHOS. 


wife to be concern’d in the quarrels of neigh. 
bouring nations, and efpecially in a wa 
carry d on by Anteus, by whofe territorie 
the Atlantides are in a manner fhut in, an 
with regard to whom they had great reafn 
to be cautious: For the fame reafon, the 
king wou’d on no account confent to my 
{peaking with the Carthaginians, who ar 
this morning going out of the haven, and 
of whom I was defirous to inform my fe 
more particularly of the fituation of thei 
affairs ; and I flatter’d my felf in vain, tha 
he would rather grant this fayour to me 
alone, than to all three together. For thi 
reafon likewife we will never make any 
mention of the Atlantides, or their king, in 
the execution of our defign. We will, how- 
ever, follow him this evening to Lixa, wh 
ther he is pleas’d to appoint carriages to 
conyey us, and our two flaves.. But if, after 
haying pafs’d the whole day to-morrow at 
Lixa, you will return to Banafa in the veflel 
which has brought us, I fhan’t oppofe it 
It won’t be thought ftrange by any body, 
that the two chief officers of our fleet fhould 
be impatient to fee it again. So, after 
having provided the fleet with every thing 
neceflary for a great pre acy ; which, 


however, muft pafs for nothing elfe but 4 
yoyage to the Mediterranean, which % 
actually cover’d with a great number at 
armed yeffels, you may immediately one 

| (ne 
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he whole fleet before the port of Lixus : 
ou need only fend in a floop to fetch me. 
4s this commiffion, which I believe you 
ill readily undertake, will require at leaft 
ight or ten days time, I fhall certainly by 
hat time be return’d into this port. You 
e that, according to this difpofition, I in 
art accept of the offer you have made me, 
fleaving me alone in this country. It is 
not, as you may believe, out of the curiofity 
fa traveller, which at this time gives way 
oa much greater defign that we have in 
jiew : It is, if poffible, to obtain among 
he Atlantides a greater knowledge than 
hey have hitherto given us of the affairs of 
he Carthaginians, to make them repeat what 


hey have already told us, or call to mind 


hat they have forgot of them. For I need 
not tell you, that in war, the main point is, 
o be inftructed in the ftate of things ; and 
hat attacks are by fo much the more ad- 
antageous, as they are made conformable 
o the well-known difpofitions of the enemy. 
hefe meafures having been taken by general 
onfent, without Cheres having difcover’d 
ny thing to his two companions of the Car- 
haginian hermits, who were the real caufe 
which delay’d his departure, they return’d 
il three to the hofpital. Having there 


old him, That defigning to depart for 
yixa with the king’s retinue, they took the 
liberty 


aken their repaft with the governor, they 


ange . 
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liberty of asking him to whom they ‘ver 
to pay the expences they had made in the 
port, and efpecially thofe of their fhiy 
company, and their rowers. ‘The gover, 
aniwer’d them; That they would be. 
quainted with the manner how this pay. 
ment was to be made, at their return, an 
departure out of the port, if they did ng 
learn it in the courfe of their little journey 
Not being able to obtain any other anfwe, 
they confin’d themfelves, againft their will, 
to thank the governor, and all thofe perfon 
who had ferv’d them, in the moft friendly 
and obliging terms, They then went to 
wait on the king, who alone had right to 
receive the vifits of ftrangers, in his palace, 


Tue king went into a chariot with his 
fpoufe and daughters, who always attended 
him in his journey to the port. The mini 
fters who were with him fill’d two other 
chariots which went firft. Next to the king 
follow’d the chariot he had provided for the 
ftrangers ; and that for his fons was the la 
The king was receiv’d at the gates of Lix 
by a dozen perfons nam’d for that office 
not to difturb the remainder of the city 
the night-time. Being alighted at the gate 
of the palace, the king caus’d the ftranges 
to be led to the hofpital of Lixa, which 
was in the fame fquarc, where they wet 
receiv’d in the fame manner as at the pot 


They 
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hey imploy’d the whole following day in 
ifiting the city, which was divided by the 
yer into two parts or femi-circles, the 
‘ameter of which was about half a league. 
[hey had two Atlantides for their guides, 
vbom the governor of the hofpital had ap- 
winted them, as ufual, for the firft day : 
Thefe guides carry’d them firft to the chief 
emple, where they were prefent at one of 
he three morning facrifices. ‘This temple, 
as all the buildings of Lixa, was regular, 
ell-contriv’d, and handfomely executed, 
ut without any ornaments of architeéture. 
At coming out of the temple, they of 
themfelves defir’d leave to wait on the 
cing; which was granted them. They 
were afterwards conducted to every place 
of the firft part of the city, which their 
guides thought would give them the 
greateft fatisfaétion. ‘They did not forget 
to let them reft, at times, under porches 
more convenient than pompous, where other 
Atlantides came to them to difcourfe with 
them on all forts of virtuous and ufeful fub- 
jects. As they were never there alone, the 
citizens were allow’d to enter into converfa- 
tion with ftrangers : And they could not 
but obferve the difcretion the Atlantides 
had, not to tire them with queftions, but to 
be contented with what they told them of | 
their own accord. Being return’d to the 
hofpital, to remain there during the great 
| heat 
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heat of the day, they went out again the 

hotirs afterwards, to go into the other pay 

of the city, They crofs’d the river oye, 

bridge of boats, which open’d to give pit 

fage to the barks of the Atlantides ; f 

no other people had the ufe of this tive 

thro’ the whole extent of their territory, 

Ax the beginning of the evening our travel 

lers obferv’d a great many women with the 

men under the porches. Their guides told 

them, that there were, however, none but 

fitch as were of a capacity to converfe with 
the men. This infpir’d them with a curiofity 
of drawing nearer to them. They obfery 
that they gave éar with an attention which 
Was an encouragement to thofe who argu'd 
juftly ; that they jude’d nicely ; and that 
they {poke lefs, but with greater readinefs 
than the mén. So amufing a fight made 
Gheres fay, that the knowledge of a city did 
not confift in being acquainted with the 
extent of its plan, or the nurnber or form 
of its buildings ; ‘but in having ftudy’d the 
inhabitants, and Being able to judge what 
is the moft valuable in their fociety: 
That, in fine, that depended very much, in 
évery country, on the genius of the women, 
aad ‘on the fnañner in which ‘they were 
treated : However, (faid he to his guides) 
we fixotild ‘be loth to finifh the day, with- 
Out féeing in what tanner ftrahgers ate 
dis’ d who offer to buy any thing here : The 
manne | 
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manner of your market of Subur, and fome 
eneral difcourfes which we have heard, 
make us believe there is fomething parti- 
Eylar in your cuftoms, in this point. ‘Their 
rides anfwer’d ; That it was in their power 
0 inform themfelves : That they faw before 
hem the greateft market-hall in Lixa, which, 
n account of its conftruétion, was call’d 
he Grand Piazza ; and that, to give them 
the pleafure of the furprize, they would let 
hem go alone, and wait for them -undet 
that porch where they then were. 


| Cutres and his two companions ftopp’d 
under this piazza at a place where were ex- 
pos’d to fale a great number of thofe little 
toys, which travellers take with them, ra 
ther as a remembrance of the place from 
whence they came, than for any ufe at their 
return. They laid afide as many as the 
two flaves they had with them could con- 


veniently carry: but before they took 


them from the table, they ask’d the price 
of them. The feller anfwer’d in a civil 
manner ; That fhe‘efteem’d herfelf happy, in 
being the firft of her profeffion, as fhe plain- 
ly faw fhe was, to whom they had apply’d 
themfelves : ‘That fhe was therefore to mform 
them, that the merchandizes of the Atlan- 
tides, not only her’s, which were of no 
great value, but the fineft of ftuffs and 
linens, which they would find among her 
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neighbours, were rated at no price to ft 
gers: That they could take whatever wy 
proper for their ufe, or to their mind, jf 
by the quantity of it, tt did not appear, 
ftock for trade, without enquiring after th 
price. The ftrangers reply d ; That th 
fhe would not receive their money, they 
muft. pay for what they bought to fom. 
body, or by fome means or other : Tha 
in a word, they would not take away any 
thing, without at leaft knowing how fh 
would fell what they had laid afide to, 
citizen of Lixa. She anfwer’d ; That m 
one would ever make any demand on them 
for what fhe deliver’d them, and it was a 
their difcretion whether they ever gave any 
thing for them or not : That, however, the 
would not refufe to tell them that fhe woul 
fell them for fo much to an inhabitant of the 
country : That fhe was forbidden receiving 
the value of them, and yet fhe fhould he 
very forry, if they left the goods upon her 
hands. Our firangers therefore granted he 
requeft, with which fhe feem’d perfectly 
fatisfy’d. But, without making any farther 
trials, which would have made them nevet 
the wifer, they return’d to their guides, and 
begg’d them to unfold the myftery. 


Tue chief of the two anfwerd them; 
My lords ! No ftranger is allow’d to difti- 
bute any money at all here: Andif youg? 

| a into 
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tothe country, as you may with a circular 
ter from the king, you will find, that 
othing will be ask’d of you at the inns, 
or your provifions, or carriages ; and much 
f in houfes, where you will be entertain’d 
ut of a duty- of hofpitality : but fhop- 
eepers are no lofers by what they deliver 
n this manner ; for the keeper of the pub- 
ick treafury pays them, at the fight of their . 
jills Strangers, who are fo generous as 
ou feem to be, have but one way of reta- 
ation : When they are upon their depar- 
ure from the port of Lixus, they are firft 
d to the temple of the Hofpitable Gods ; 
here, after a facrifice offer’d before them 
ntheir account, they are told, that behind 
ninclofure which they fee at the bottom of 
e temple, is a cheft, into which they may 
ut what they have a mind to give, if they 
ar having any obligation to us for the ex- 
ences they may have occafion’d. We muft 
onfefs, in honour to the guefts we have 
itherto had, that this cuftom has more en- 
ich’'d our ftate, than all the money they 
ght otherwife have difpers’d. The go- 
emor of the hofpital for ftrangers, who 
ttends them to the temple, takes care, how- 
er, to tell them, that they don’t by any 
leans advife them to put themfelves to any 
lconveniency by an excefs of generofity ; 
nd fo much the rather, as there are two 
fons why they cann’t know what-is put 
Vo. IL P into 


210 The Life of SETHOS. 

into the chefts ; one, becaufe they will k 
left alone behind the inclofure 5 and th 
other, becaufe they open the cheft but onc, 
in three months, and fo their money will bk 
mix’d with that of many others. With re. 
fpeét to paffengers, who are drove into oy 
port, Or upon our coafts, by tempett o 
fhipwreck, it is otherwife ; for the evening 
before their departure, the king, attended 
by the chief of his minifters, and the go. 
vernor of their hofpital, accounts with them: 
not the expences we may have been at for 
the entertainment of their men, fick or i 
health, or the refitting of their veffels, bi 
the damages they have fuftain’d, and the 
money they may want to carry them to tht 
place they are bound for: And it ve 
often happens that they give them money 
or, if they take any from them, ’tis in pro 
portion to what they have left, and nott 
what ‘they have expended. This difinter 
eftednefs did but excite the liberality of Che 
res and his two companions ; for being 
turn’d to the hofpital, they all three agree 
that the two officers, at their departure fro 
the port, fhould put into the cheft ten tim 
the fum they calculated their expences a 
faying, that was the leaft part they coil 
give the Atlantides, of the treafures they hi 
brought from Sophir. And with refped! 
_ Cheres, whom they left there alorie for ci 
of ten days, and who would not ‘keep’ : 
see | TY owhid 
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which would have been troublefome to him, 
hey promis’d to fend him, by the floop 
which was to come to- fetch him,.a great 
jeal more gold than he would want, to pay 
his own expences.upon the fame footing. 


THEY had yet time to go and falute 
he king before the publick repaft. Cheres 
old him, That his two companions, be 
ng fatisfy’d with haying feen Lixa, in- 
ended to depart the next morning, to re- 
urn to their fleet at Banafa ; and, for his 
art, if the king would allow it, he would 
fit fome part of the country for fome days, 
tll this fleet fhould come to take him on 
board as they pafs’d by the port of Lixus 
o enter into the Mediterranean. The king 
nfwer’d him ; That thefe two officers muft 
lave a letter from him, direéted to the go-« 
ernor of the hofpital who had 1eceiv'd 
em at the port, to. authorize this feparas 
ion of ftrangers who came together ; and 
nat Cheres muft have a circular letter, 
) be receiv’d without oppofition by the 
habitants in the country, He immediately 
ave them thefe two letters, fign’d with his 
wa. hand, The three ftrangers, upon that, 
tid to their hofpital, to take their even- 
g's tepaft, and go to reft.. The two offi- 
is departed. the next morning before day, 
)teturn to the port. They, took the two 
aves with them, at the defire of Cheres, 

a who 
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who told them, He had no need of ferram 
among the Atlantides, nor of witneffes ¢ 
his defign. The day following they wey 
out of the port, and fail’d for Banafa, whi. 
ther they arriv’d in fafety. 


CHERES being left alone, foon be 
his journey for the retirement of the High 
Trees: He had-kept only a very pli 
habit ; and, taking a ftick in his hand, he 
departed on foot, before fun-rife. The duf 
and heat of the climate: foon gave him th 
air of a pilgrim. In this garb he calldt 
mind the heroes of the firft times, and bei 
mov’d to tendernefs by a reflexion on then 
he faid to himfelf, that he was happy t 
refemble them in fimplicity, ‘till he coul 
attain to their great actions. He refted twi 
under the fhadow of the trees, and quench 
his thirft with the water of the river. 
laft, at the end of four leagues, he percer! 
the little white houfe the king had à 
{crib’d. He began to afcend the hillod 
by a narrow and cover’d way, and he cam 
before noon to the gate he was in qui 
‘of. ‘Having knock’d gently, it was ope 
by a perfon who, by her drefs, feem’d to! 
‘a fervant employ’d in the bufinefs of t 
kitchen ; but whofe noble air, and exquill 
‘beauty, plac’d her far above this habit a 
fimation. The impreffion which fhe gi 
Cheres, made him falute her with’ the tam 

: refot 
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sefpect he could have done a princefs ; after 
hich, he fhew’d her the circular letter he 
adin his hand, in which his name was not 
mention’d. He added ; That being view- 
ing the country of the Atlantides, with the 
king’s leave, the profpeët of that retirement 
in which fhe dwelt, had drawn him afide 
rom the high-road ; and that having long 
wander’d about in the paths which com- 
pafs’d her houfe, he hop'd they would har- 
bour him in fome place or other where he 
might fhelter himfelf from the great heat of the 
day. This perfon, whofe actions had at firft 
only fhewn the civility becoming a common 
hoft, having foon perceiv’d, thro’ the out- 
ward diforder of the man fhe was talking 
with, fomething very extraordinary in his 
phyfiognomy, and in the tone of his voice, — 
fhe anfwer’d him in the fame manner as fhe 
would have done a prince ; My lord, ( faid 
fhe) my father will be overjoy’d to enter- 
tain a perfon like to you in his houfe : He 
isin a {mall apartment over this : but be- 
fore I give you the trouble of going up, I 
will conduét you to the gueft-chamber, 
where you may repofe yourfelf; fo taking 
herfelf bread and wine, fhe led him to a 
chamber on the fame floor, where fhe fhew’d 
him cupboards without locks, as all in this 
country were, in which he would find all 
manner of neceffaries he might ftand in 
need of. Then going with him to the 
P. end 
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end of the chamber, fhe fhew’d him a door, 
by which he might 20 down into a bath, be. 

yond which was a fhady walk to the fields. 

This, my lord, (faid fhe) is the apartment 
we have deftin’d for guefts ; you are th 
firft that makes ufe of it: for fince we have 
been eftablifh’d in a place fo diftant from ‘thi 
publick roads as this is, you are the only 
one we have had thé honour of feeing:| 
am forry we have no one here to attend 
you; but the harveft, which begag yefter. 
day, fo employs our {mall houfhold, that 
you won't fee, ‘till fun-fet, a friend, almof 
as aged as my father, who is fo kind ai to 
bear us company in our folitude, an ancient 
menial fervant, and a damfel who attends 
me: ‘till then, you will be pleas’d to take 
up with the fmail repaft I am preparing fa 
my father; we will go to him together 
after you have taken your firft refrefhment 
in this place where I leave you, and whence 
you may come out when you think ft. 
Cheres coming out again in about half an 
hour, this beautiful perfon conduéted- him 
into her father’s chamber >‘ And after having 
introduc’d him, continu’d 10 prepare every 
thing for the Tepatt. 


CHERE S founda man ¢rufh’d with yeats, | 
Who with all the pain imaginable could but 
juft raife himfelf up to embrace him, but 
who, amidft the wrinkles of his “sl 

ha 
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had preferv’d a great appearance of dignity, 
He would have made no doubt of his being 
prince Zoros himfelf, but for this daughter, 
who muft have been the fifter of Saphon 
and Gifcon, and of whom, however, he had 
never heard any mention made, tho’ fhe 
muft have been born when he faw the two 
brothers at Memphis. Sufpending therefore 
his judgment, and not being willing to open 
his mind without knowing for certain with 
whom he fpoke, or at leaft without having 


attempted to get information from one or 


other of thofe who were to return in the 


evening, he feated himfelf at the table, 


with the father.and daughter only, with an 
air of common civility. But to divert like- 
wife all curiofity which they might have on 
his account ; he ingenuoufly confefs’d that 
he was an Egyptian, who having had an 
inclination for travelling, and efpecially to 
fee the facred country of the Hefperides, 
had follow’d the Pheentcian merchants, who 
had brought him to Lixa ; but he was cau- 
tious of mentioning by what fea. Speaking 
next to his hofts, as.if they were Atlanti- 
des, he gave great encomiums to this na- 
tion, and accompany’d his account of the 
cuftoms he had obferv’d among them, with 
agreeable reflections. Both father and daugh- 
ter, who had gain’d great knowledge, as well 
by their misfortune as birth, fancy’d they 
perceiy’d a fecret affection in their gueft. for 
"+ 4 them, 
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them, and they conceiv’d on his account 
confus’d ideas of hope, which they wer 
impatient to communicate to one anothe 
They both reckon’d very much upon clear. 
ing up their doubts by means of the othe 
old man, their friend, whom they did no 
expect ’till the evening, and to whom they 
imagin’d the ftranger, for reafons he wy 
yet ignorant of, would open himfelf with 
much greater freedom than tothem, There. 
fore foon after dinner was over, the youn 
perfon faid to Cheres, That her father, not 
being able to overcome the flumber with 
which he was always feiz’d after meals 
would foon be incapable of enjoying his 
converfation ; and that he, being tir'd with 
his journey, and faint with the violent het 
of the day, might perhaps foon want fleep 
himfelf'; to which end fhe would condué 
him into the gueft-chamber, from whence 
he might, towards evening, go into the 
walks ; that there he would fee the friend 


fhe had told him of return, and who per. 


haps might know him, as he had not al 
ways liv'd in that retirement.) 


Tut impatience Cheres had to get thi 


knowledge he now thought himfelf near ob- 


taining, left him no inclination to fleep, and 
even palliated the neceflity of it; fome words, 
his hoft had let fall, had added to his curiof- 
ty, which at firft only regarded their interef, 

fomething 
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fomething which was perfonal and of con- 
cern to himfelf; fo he only went into the 
chamber to go Out again at the other door. 
The by-walks, bowers, and fountains which 
were on each fide of the main walk did 
not ftop him. When he was at the end 
of it, he view’d numbers of little hillocks, 
planted with fruit trees, which environ’d 
feveral country-houfes difpers’d here and 
there. On each fide of the river he faw at 
a diftance plains cover’d with corn or cattle. 
Among all thefe objects he only look’d for 
the place from whence he might expect the 
old man: but feeing a great number of - 
reapers at work in the fields, he confider’d 
the fureft way would be to wait ’till the 
evening fhould feparate them. He likewife 
refolved to return nearer towards the houfe, 
that the perfon he expected might not get 
thither by a fhorter way. As he was com- 
ing back, and turning his head frequently 
towards the other end of the walk, he per- 
ceiv’d at laft a man alone, whom, by his 
flow gait, and his body bowing fomewhat 
downwards, he judg’d muft be the perfon 
he had been told of. He immediately went 
to meet him, and walking an eafy pace, he 
refoly’d to obferve him at as great a dif- 
tance as he could difcern any features of his 
face. He was not long before he knew 
Who this old man was; fo running towards 
him, juft as he was beginning to falute him, 
he 
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he embrac’d him, crying, Ob, my father! ny 
dear father ! my dear Amedes ! have the go4, 
had this happinefs for me in ftore to letmefes 
you again ? Amedes anfwer’d him : My lord. 
by your words you fhould be prince Sethos: 
but does death reftore his prey.? or am If 
happy that my tears have been, without 4 
caufe ? Be no longer in doubt of it, reply 
Cheres, I efcap’d from the diforder of th 
battle of Coptos. There needs no othe; 
proof of acquaintance among initiates but the 
fetrets of the initiation itfelf. - Whom did 
you conduét to the bottom of the well of 
the pyramid? To whom were: the thre 
queftions upon heroifm propos’d in you 
prefence? Whomdid you hear refolve them 
by anfwering, alas! that great commander 
:Saphon, whom the Carthaginians have late. 
ly loft? Thefe proofs are very prevalent, 
return’d the old man, but what infuperable 
captivity, what fubterranean prifon has con 
ceal’d from the world, during the fpace of 
eight years, an initiate of fo great hopes a 
prince Sethos ; or how has he fuffer’d an 
unknown Egyptian, a common foldier, Che. 
tes, to deprive him of all the honour of 
the prefent age ? I myfelf am Cheres, cry‘ 
the ftranger. Amedes then throwing him- 
felf on his knees, embrac’d him, faying; 
My prince, now you own yourfelf to be 
Cheres, I know you to be Sethos, - The 
prince having rais’d him up, Amédes con- 
#5 | tinued, 


The Life of Setnos. veg 
‘ued, My lord, I always believ’d, if you 
were living, you muft be Cheres: but for 
wo or three years laft paft, a report has 
een privately fpread abroad, that you were 
conceal’d in Arabia. This report, which is 
believ’d every where, Has even diverted the 
thoughts of every ofe from fecking you in 
the famous navigator Cheres, For my party 
Ifhould never have knowa you : The fpace 
of eight years, which has made little alte- 
ration in my face, being advane’d in years, 
as | even then was, has chang’d yours from 
the flower of youth to ‘the gravity of man- 
hood. Even the tone of your voice is be- 
come more mafculine, and your immienfe 
voyages have made you a man very diffe- 
rent from what I left you. ‘This has been 
my very defign, faid’ the prince, in being 
Oh à long abfent, and I purpofe that the un- 
known Cheres fhall, foomer or later, draw 


« Sethos out of the grave, to place him on 
the throne. But that is not our bufinef at 
"BB prefent. My intent of fuccouring the Car- 
aN BBthaginians brings me to this retirement. 


‘fe the king of the Atlantides, who knows 
à my defign, has intrufted me with the fecret 
"of this houfe ; he has inform’d me, that it 
is inhabited by Carthaginians, but he 1s ig- 
norant who they are, and fuppofes you to 
be a Carthaginian too. He has allow’d me 
tocome, as if by chance. I am therefore 
here to get what inftructions I ftand in need 


“a 
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of, in order to attempt the deliverance gf 
this empire. The fleet I left at Banafa wi] 
pafs by the port of Lixus in eight or te, 
days, to take me in, and tranfport me th. 
ther. It will therefore be neceffary, my 
dear Amedes, that you inftruét me in th 
real fituation of this republick : But to fay, 
you the trouble of reciting what I knoy 
already, I fhall acquaint you, that by mean 
of eight Carthaginian veflels, which wer 
driven by a ftorm into the port of Lixus 
and are now departed again, I have been 
inform’d of the war wag’d by Anteus à. 
gainft this nation: The circumftances of the 
fiege of Siga, begun, fufpended, and te. 
newed ; of the deplorable fall of Gifcon; 
and his illegal marriage with the princef, 
the daughter of Anteus, who aflifted he 
father in corrupting and deceiving him : the 
departure of this king to the city of Tubu- 
fuptus, near the walls of which the brave 
Saphon loft his life: the effe@ this news 
bad on Gifcon, who fecretly left Siga, and 
abandon’d his new wife, attended only by 
two flaves ; his arrival at Carthage, ‘the fiege 
of which was already advanc’d ; the publick 
confeflion he made of his crime to the peo 
ple; the refolution with which he infifted, 
that his two flaves might be admitted into 
the palace to bear witnefs againft him ; the 
fentence the fenate pronounc’d againft the 
criminal, and the commands he had receivi 
a (0 
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0 go in queft of fuccours to deliver his 
country before he fubmitted to death; the 
departure of prince Zoros, whom the fenate 
was refolv’d to put in fafety, for-fear of the 
worft, without letting the people know the | 
lace of this retirement ; to conclude, the 
liberty the fenate had given to all the citi- 
zens, who were not of fervice, to feek re- 
'fuge in other nations bordering on the Me- 
diterranean. ‘Thus far went their relation, 
SA and the knowledge the Carthaginians feem’d 
“lM to have of the prefent ftate of this fatal 
“HR war. From you, my dear Amedes, I ex- 
pect a farther account. As you are here in 
company with Carthaginians, and, without 
doubt, came from Carthage with them, you 


. are certainly better acquainted with all cir- 
Ae cumftances. But I expect that you begin 
fe Your relation by the incident which led you 
fe ‘0 this people, and made you a companion 
7. of their misfortunes. After that, I fhan’t re- 
; fufe giving you alone my hiftory as Sethos ; 


A 2nd during a day or two, which I may per- 
J haps yet remain with thefe hofts, I fhall find 
{Me more than one opportunity of relating, if 
ie ‘hey defire it, my adventures as Cheres. For 
| fm though I have already din’d with them, our 
‘M difcourfe ran only on general topicks. It 
feems as if we all referr’d to you for our 
mutual information; and they don’t even 
know me by the name of Cheres, which I 
have 
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have taken to conceal me ‘till I retum y 
Egypt: +4 


My lord, faid Amedes, -your Gurlofity i 
too favourable for the Carthaginians not to 
inform you of every thing which concerp 
them, : But, if you think fit, we'll 80 and 
feat ourfelves fomething nearer the: hou; 
that your hofts, feeing us from thence, may 
not be uneafy either.on your or my account, 
Having pitch’d upon a convenient. place, 
Amedes thus began his relation : 


To go back, my lord, to that fatal night, 
in which I had the misfortune to be fepa. 
rated from you; you may perhaps remen- 
ber, that I.exhorted you under the gate of 
Coptos, not to let your courage get the 
maftery over you, nor to go out of tthe city, 
in repulfing the enemy, who were. attemp- 
ing to force their way in. A momient af 
terwards I fell myielf, as, without doubt, 
you did, into’ the inconveniency-[ advis‘d 
you to:avoid'; and our own people pufhing 
me-on, I was hurry’d out of the gate onthe 
right hand, on that fide the troops. of; the 
king of ;This were. There I recety’d a 
wound with a {word which laid. me:on the 
ground ; but the foldiers themfelves:whohad 
- wounded ‘me, perceiving the initiate’s welt, 
whichshung out under my cuirafs,. carry 
me into their quarters. ‘There, after my 

| wound, 
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wound, which did not prove mortal, was 
drefs'd, they the next, morning brought me 
the news of your death being reported 
every where. À violent fever feiz’d me 
upon hearing this -lofs.of all my. cares, but 
more at that which all mankind fufferd 
in you. My conquerors, who had refoly’d 


to carry me.away that day to their king at 


Abydus, thought themfelves oblig’d to ftay 
till the morrow, if they would prefent me 
alive: and for the fame end they made the 
conveniencies for my travelling as eafy as 
pofible. The king of This knew me, be- 
caufe the great Sefonchis, your grandfather, 
had fent me to make the firft propofals of a 
marriage between the late queen Nephte, 
your mother, and Oforoth your father, who 
is yet living : fo he receiv’d me with great 
marks of goodnefs. I took advantage of it 
to exhort him to a peace with the king of 
Memphis. The king of This, taking your 
part without your knowledge, had com- 
plain’d, that the king, your father, preferr’d 
the children he had by Daluca to the only 
fon he had had by queen Nephte, his fifter. 
I underftood that Daluca had attempted on 
that account to traduce me to the king, by 
infinuating, that it was I who had fuggefted 
this complaint to the king of This ; and that 
l'had even prompted him to join with the 
king of Thebes againft him. Your death, 
which was generally beliey’d, removing all — 
. pretext 
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pretext for the king of This to continue the 
war, I made ufe of this as an argument fr 
him, and got the peace concluded, indifte. 
rent whether it might confirm or deftroy 
the unjuft accufation of Daluca, who is yet 
living. But I thought vain fufpicions ough 
not to hinder me from procuring a real and 
affur'd advantage to my country. I had not 
the fame thoughts of the quiet and honour. 
able refidence the king of This was pleas 
to offer me at his court. I had no defign of 
returning to Memphis. The attempts of 
Daluca on my perfon were very little diftur. 
bance to me, and would but have fery’d to 
fhorten a life which began to be trouble. 
fome to me: but being from that time of 
no fervice, I fear’d feeing thofe places 
which could not but increafe my afflidtion, 
The court of This, which gave birth to the 
queen your mother, would indifputably 
have been a retirement agreeable to my age 
and inclination. But I would not give thi 
handle to calumny, when it only concern‘ 
my fatisfaétion and conveniency : and I chole 
rather to condemn myfelf to perpetual exile 
than to leave my accufers this fhadow 0 
proof, that I ever had any underftanding 
with the king of This. I went yet farther, 
and confider’d, that if I abandon’d Men: 
phis, it would not be proper for me to retir 
to any king of Egypt. I therefore fix’d ny 
views for Carthage. I was known to print 

| ù Zoros 
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pros, becaufe I had been ambaffador to 
in from your illuftrious grandfather, to 
ngratulate him upon the foundation of 
is city and empire, and to make an offer 
mutual friendfhip. Iwas very well re- 
iv’d by him, tho’ this fecond time I came 
aman without title or credit: and we 
ere foon cemented; if I may be allow’d to 
yit, in the ftricteft bonds of friendfhip. 
have feen his two fons increafe in years 
nd merit, alas! both excellent men, tho’ 
chara@ers a little too different one from 
eother. I now come, my lord, to what 
moft material in the relation you have de: 
‘dofme. But avoiding whatever, having 
en tranfa@ed publickly, will appear in. 
e hiftory of our age, and which I find is 
ready known to you, I fhall difcover 


he More curious anecdotes, the foul of vifible 
ily (ents, which being unfolded, will perhaps 
ge fpire you with a new zeal for the intereft 


prince Zoros and his family. 


You know, without doubt, that a bare 
ht of the princefs Zarita, the daughter 
Anteus, captivated the unfortunate Gif- 
n, the very firft day he was fo indifcreet 
go into Siga, the fiege of which he had 

ipended. But what became of him, when — 
the courfe of the converfation he had 
h her, he perceiv’d an excellent fund of 
oc ee’ Tefin’d virtue, which ‘till then had 
os, Vor. IL. ag Q been 
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been fo familiar to him, and from which }j 
now found himfelf fall’n ? The prine 
to whom her father had introduc’d Gif 
hot as a perfon who had been drawn afi 
but as à mediator between the two hatioy 
teceiv’d him with a cordiality capable; 
affecting the moft infenfible mind. She {og 
confefs’d to him, that having very early 
mented her being brought up in a nation by 
barous, and without any principles of rel 
gion or manners, fhe had found fome glimpf 
of comfort, when in the height of her aff 
tion, on Siga being invefted, fhe was infor 
it was he who was come to form the fie 
of that city. That fhe immediately prefum 
to hope the gods had fent this eneniy, 
mous for fo many heroick aétions, whi 
had been crown‘d by the initiation of Ma 
phis, to be her deliverer. ‘That, in hho 
fhe adinir'd the fecret ways of provident 
which by the confent and even orders of! 
father, was going, in all appearance, 
unite her fate for ever with that of the mo 
‘Virtuous man living. Such tender difcourl 
‘produc’d in a heart, where humanity 1 
before almoft extended to a weaknels, t 
 fedts by fo much the more lively, as th 
were innocent and lawful on the part of! 
princefs : and the love of Gifcon incr 
infinitely, by the compaffion he himflil 
“of the error into Which he had led her. 1 
intentions indeed were to repair his vs 
| i 
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uit during the whole courfe of his life, 
nd, fooner or later, to juftify, by new en- 
leqvours after virtue, the good opinion Za- 
ta had of him. But at that time his bufi- 
fs was to ditguife the irregularity of his 
ondua, which he plainly perceiv’d was but 
fatal mixture of weaknefs and temerity. 
alfhood, which unhappily becomes nece{= _ 
ary to thofe who do evil, was always a great 
rouble to him; he avoided it likewife as 
uch as poflible : but he did not difprove 
hofe untruths which the king made ufe of 

the prefence of his daughter, generally 
Di fuch a cunning as hardly left the ap- 
Bearance of a falfity in the expreffions, but 
ich infallibly deceiv’d the minds of thofe 
ey were levell’d at. During the time they 
ere waiting for an anfwer from Carthage, 
hey had nothing however to do, but to 
mufe the princefs with the plaufible hopes 
a confent from prince Zoros, for the 
uttiage of Gifcon: but he had not pre- 
md even to make the propofal to his fa- 
ler ; and in this expectation he had equal- 
| deceiv'd the king and his daughter. He 
ceiv'd at laft, in the very palace of Anteus, 
here he then was, a letter from the fenate, 
hich, treating him as a criminal of ftate, 
mmanded him to refign his office, as ge- 
tal, to his lieutenant, who had orders to 
ew the fiege. ‘The king and he thought | 
neceflary to conceal this letter from the 
Q 2 princefs ; 
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princefs; but they fhew’d her that fi 
prince Zoros, which was full of tendeme 
and confidence with regard to Gifcon. 
father gave him full power to negotiate 
peace by fuch means as he fhould judg 
moft expedient, affuring him not only of} 
confent, but approbation. On this, king Ar 
teus, impatient of concluding the marriag 
which he intended to make, not a fealg 
the peace, but the cloak of his perfidy 
thought proper to tell his daughter int 
prefence of Gifcon, that her lover had me 
tion’d the article of marriage in the lett 
to which they fhew’d her an anfwer:h 
that the meflenger had told them both, t 
prince ‘Zoros, out of a regard for the di 
contented fenate, who had order’d ther 
newal of the fiege, would only give hist 
a general permiffion, which he with ¢ 
confented to his embracing. Thus, th 
Gifcon had confefs’d to the king, that! 
had not ’till then prefum’d to mention th 
alliance to his father; he never dar dtoq 
pofe this difcourfe of Anteus, by unfoldia 
the truth of what would have been, ont 
princefs’s fide, a violent obftacle to the ma 
riage, which to him was become ont 
thofe crimes we are refolv’d to commit k 
fore we repent of them. It is true, t 
princefs was not fully fatisfy’d that fheh 
not the confent of prince Zoros in fot 
Neverthelefs, hurry’d on by: her father, 


nf 
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et lover, and more-efpecially by her own 

Écination, fhe confented to the celebration 
{the marriage, which was perform’d in 
lue form, tho’ in hafte. The ceremony be- 
ng ended, Gifcon prefum’d to write to his 
ather: he inform’d him of the ceflion of 
he Mauritania Maffæfylienfis as an expe- 
lient he thought neceflary ; and of his mar- 
age with the princefs, to whom Anteus 
ave this province in dowry, as a propofal 
it a diftance : but, whatever was the occa- 
jon of it, thefe letters never came to hand. 


IN the mean time our young bridegroom 
eceiv'd a terrible leéture, when being left 
vith the princefs alone in the evening, fhe 
aid to him : My lord, I am now come to 
he greateft happinefs of my life, by being 
your's, and, as I believe, belov’d by you; 
ut you know there yet wants one circum- 
ance, which [ always infifted on, to com- 
leat our union, and without which it can 
e no more than an union of the mind and 
cart. I may be allow’d to be more jealous 
f my virtue and perfon than my father. 
The affurance he feems to have of the con- 
ent of prince ‘Zoros, is fufficient for him in 
he politick views upon which he aéts ; and 
he abfolute authority he has over me, will 
ways juftify the publick confent I have 
ven to the prefent he has made you. But 
us affurance and this authority are not of 

Q 3 fufficiency 
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fufficiency enough for me actually to pir 
up myfelf. I muft read my name writg 
by the hand of prince Zoros, or hear it pr 
ceed out of his own mouth, before I sim 
his fon an abfolute right over Zarita, If 
with a very great fatisfaction, the valy 
your father places on your virtue and wif 
dom, and the approbation he gives to your 
zeal, and the fteps you take towards a peace 
I am at the fame time fenfibly concern’dg 
the unjuft inquietude your fenate gives yor 
who are too much bent on a war, and don! 
fall in too well with the fituation my fathe 
has brought matters to, without confultin 
me, and againft my will. I have mary! 
you, my lord, to partake of your trouble 
_ and misfortunes, and not to feek my ow 
fatisfaétion in the midft of thofe my com 
try and you are involv’d in. Continvett 
labour, as you have hitherto done, for th 
happinefs of other men. Ours, beforeth 
fuccefs of your afliduities, would in ume} 
to ourfelves but a fubje& of reproach a 
remorfe. At this difcourfe Gifcon appear! 
overwhelm’d with confufion and forrow 
but the princefs appear’d inflexible. 


THE next day Anteus declar‘d toil 
new-marry’d couple, that he was goingt 
depart privately for the Mauritanta Malls 
fylienfis, to prepare every thing for th 
reception and coronation. I muft tell f | 
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by the way, that Gifcon had refus’d the title 
f king for himfelf; *till he had brought 
his father to confent to the ceffion of this 
kingdom, which Saphon’s arms had made 
ributary to the Carthaginians, but of which 
Anteus was actually mafter by his troops. 
he king added, {peaking to Gifcon in par- 
ticular, that he advis’d him, together with 
is wife, to keep pretty clofely retir’d within 
the palace, whether with regard to her, ta 
prevent the bottom of their fecret coming 
too foon to her ears; or with refpeét to him, 
becaufe the difapprobation of his fenate, the 
lofs of the command of his army, and efpe- 
cially the renewal of the fiege, had not a little 
leffen’d the efteem and good-will the inha- 
bitants had had for him. He went yet far- 
ther: For at his departure he gave orders. 
to have them confin’d in the palace, and to 
fuffer but a very {mall number of perfons, 
whom he nam’d, to go into it: becaufe he 
would not have the new-marry’d: couple 
know before it was time, that inftead of be- 
ing contented with the whole kingdom of 
the Maflefylians, he was going to carry on 
a war with the utmoft rigour, and to at- 
tempt the taking of Carthage itfelf. As 
fon as Gifcon found he was a prifoner, he 
wd his endeavours to win fome of the 
guards, and he fucceeded by means of pre- 
ents. With their help, and by the feveral 
atifices of his flayve, who was likewife con- 

Q 4 fin’d, 
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find, he, in a fhort time, got the news of 
the victory Anteus had obtain’d over the 
Carthaginians at Tubufuptus, as well as of 
the death of Saphon, who was flain in the 
battle, and foon afterwards of the fiege of 
Carthage. His uneafinefs had for fome time 
appear’d more vifible even in the eyes of 
‘Larita; who, on her fide, was concern' 
at the referve and fecrecy which fhe per. 
ceiv’d he affeéted with regard to her. Bu 
at this laft news he was no longer matter of 
himfelf, and coming haftily into her cham. 
ber, where fhe was alone, he faid ; Madam, 
your father has deceiv'd us; and fo far from 
being contented with the Mauritania Maflz- 
fylienfis, of which he propos’d to make you 
queen; he has not only invaded the Mauri- 
tania Sitifenfis is, but is at this time in the 
centre of the Carthaginian empire, and be- 
fieges my father in is capital. My lord, 
fays Zarita, I confefs that this proceeding 
has broken a your engagements with my 
father : it is your duty to go to the fuccour 
of your’s. So far from diverting you from 
it, I myfelf will follow you in your 
| fight. The laws of Hymen make our duty 
the fame ; and I join with my husband with 
fo much the fincerer fervency, becaufe I 
have been made the inftrument of deceiving 


him. ‘The cares and uneafineffes I have 
perceiv’d to increafe daily in you, have 


been to me new micnives of affection ; s 
; çaufe 
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que I plainly faw, that the conduct of my 
ther with regard to you, and the news 
you might have of the fteps he was taking, 
rere to you new fubjeéts of difcontent and 
fidence. Oh! how happy do I efteem 
nyfelf, amidft fo many reproaches you have 
o make him, that I am fall’n into the 
ands of a generous husband, who won't 
onfound the innocent with the guilty ! and 
what reafon have I to be pleas’d, that in my 
hoice of you I fought nothing but that 
virtue which is now my only relief? Oh ! 
adam, anfwer’d Gifcon, falling on his 
nees, I can no longer bear thefe praifes. 
You fee in me a criminal only, whom the 
iolence of his paffion has prompted to de- 
eve you; as ambition has mov’d your 
ther to deceive us’ both. At thefe words 
e princefs cry*d out: You a criminal! 
you a deceiver ! Unhappy that I am ! What 
vill become of me, and what example, are 
he gods going to give the world in me? 
Then holding her veil before her face with 
both her hands, fhe lean’d her forehead 
painft the wall which was neareft her. 
con, rifing of himfelf, continued: Yes, 
nadam, I muft at laft confefs it to. you. 
The proceedings: which led me to the name 
f your fpoufe were begun by imprudenice, 
d ended ina crime. It was contrary to 
he orders of the fenate I accepted of the 
uit conference, which jnfenfibly drew me 

| near 


234 The Life of SETHOS. 

near to a dangerous object which] ough 
not to have feen; and it is without th 
knowledge of my father I have at laft mar. 
ry’d the daughter of his irreconcilable en. 
my. Your equity has already made yo 
perceive that I ought to lend afliftance to, 
father, to attempt recovering him from the 
abyfs I have plung’d him into ; and you 
wifdom will foon make you comprehend, 
that it will be impoffible for me to appex 
before him with a tpoufe, whom he woul 
look upon as the {pring of all his misfor. 
tunes: I undoubtedly owe him the faci. 
fice of love, which I may perhaps yet do 
too late to preferve his life. But, blinded 
that I am! do I pretend to juftify my de 
_ parture to the virtuous Zarita ? It is fhe who 
ought to banifh me for*ever from her pre. 
fence, fince fhe knows my unworthinek 
and my treachery, with regard even to he, 
Yes, madam, I fly to conceal. my fhame 
from you. All I have to beg of you is, not 
to exert your vengeance fo far as to detail 
me here: truft it to the juftice of the Car- 
thaginian fenate, and don’t deprive meo 
the means of returning to my duty befor 
my approaching death. | | 


Giscon actually went out, when the 
princefs ran after him, and ftopping hin, 
faid : Unhappy Gifcon ! I perceive your fall 
by the blindnefs which accompanies evtl 


yu | 
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our defign in order to repair it. You-have 
betray'd your country and your father, and 
you think to appeafe the gods by renoun- 
Mons your wife, It is the confequence of 
Mciminal actions, that it is not always ealy 
{Mito depart from them, or that one can’t aban- 
eMmmdon their object when one would. Your 
tim inidelity to Carthage, would, without doubt, 
not be fo fatal as it is, if your crime it{elf 
tia had not burthen’d you with a new duty here, 
You muft fubmit to all the inconveniencies 
you have laid yourfelf under, and at the 
fame time fulfil thofe obligations which 
fem contradiétory. Yes, whatever intereft 
I may have in my prefen: difcourfe, and 
tho my life depends on your fidelity ; I 
have the aflurance and the courage to give 
you my advice as the law of the gods them 
felves. ‘They have made you fubjeét toa 
father, and you have engag’d yourfelf to a 
wife. It is for you to reconcile the rights 
of one and the other. I will conform my 
{elf to all the meafures which may contrie 
bute to this defign : but, in fhort, it is your 
duty to carry a wife with you, who herfelf 
thinks it a duty to follow you. 


COR 
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You follow me! faid Gifcon : Oh, ma- 
dim, you will foon alter your mind ; when 
you know I am outlaw’d, and declar’d a 
criminal of ftate by the fenate of Carthage, - 
lonly go thither to {ubmit to the Dé 
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by which I am already condemn'd ; andy 
fuffer, in the fight of all my fellow-citizen 
the death which is preparing for me, sii 
which I have but too-well deferv’d. Ajj] 
have to flatter myfelf with, is, the hopes of 
fome fuccour, which I may perhaps find op. 
portunity of giving my country, before | 
put myfelf into the hands of ‘my judges 
The command of the Carthaginian army 
which they have depriv’d me of, is but 
preliminary to this dreadful cataftrophe. Be. 
hold the husband you would follow! En. 
joy rather here the liberty you will have 
on the breach of a+ marriage, which my 
death will foon effet} Which is already an- 
null’d, by the difapprobation of the gods, 
and of men, and which you yourfelf have 


known how to make of no confequence. 


You are outlaw’d, Gifcon, ( reply'd the 
princefs ) : This reafon ftrengthens my refo- 
lution of following you : My honour re 
quires me to clear myfelf, in the minds of 


your father and the fenate, from the fufpi- 


cion, which they muft have conceiv'd, of 
my being concern’d in the treachery againt 
them ; and that I have lent my father my 
name and hand to confirm their ruin. Dont 
believe, that, inform’d as I now am, of the 


true caufe of their misfortune, and of thit 


part which probability gives me in it,| 
would with you accept of a refuge in a 
| | nation 
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ation which might be offer’d us. You ought 
ogo no-where but to Carthage, whatever dan- 
et you incur there, either from the enemies 
of your empire, or the incens’d Carthagi- 
nians, becaufe it is there alone you can at 
laft endeavour to repair your crime ; and 
to Carthage only do I propofe to accompany 
you ; becaufe it is there I will be juftify’d, 
in my own prefence, by your teftimony. 
I carry my hope yet farther ; and I don’t 
know what fecret furmife prefages that my 


juttification will be of advantage to you : 
“A private fault, a perfonal frailty, is always 
| lefs odious than a combination ; and who 


knows whether an innocent wife mayn’t 


fave a guilty husband? Your father will © 


thank me, for having leffen’d your difobe- 
dience, by the referve which, notwithftand- 


| ing the band publickly form’d and feal’d 
| by mine, has made me refolve to live with 


you as a fifter and as a friend, ‘till I can 


obtain the confent of prince Zoros, either 


fign’d by his hand, or fpoken by his own 
mouth. Your fenate, notwithftanding their 
prefent animofities, will perhaps have fome 


regard for the daughter of the renown’d 


Anteus, who renounces all the glory of her 
father, to concern herfelf for the misfor- 
tunes of Carthage, and the welfare of their 
prince’s fon, ‘The wifdom of this illuftrious 
allembly, whofe decifions are laid down as 
a rule for all the world, will, without doubt, 
move 
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move them to fome conclufion for oui 24. 
vantage. Inaword ; lexpofe my felf tothe; 
judgment more fedately with you, than | 
fhould fuffer you to expofe yourfelf alone, 


Ir is enough, Madam, (anfwer’d Gifcon) 
after having open’d my mind to you, and, 
to acquit my felf of my duty, inform’d yoy 
of the whole ftate of my cafe, I give way 
to your generofity. Fall’n as I am from m 
priftine virtue, I ought to fubmit to advices 
more enlighten’d than my own: but we 
muft both difguife ourfelves, to get out of 
this palace ; and I believe likewifé I than’ 
be able to convey you in any other manner 
into Carthage. The princefs confented to 
all; and they agreed, that Gifcon fhould 
let the general of the befiegers know his 
own defign, without faying any thing of 
her: That he fhould only advife him, He 
defign’d to efcape, with two flaves arm’d 
like himfelf, under favour of a fally which 
the befieged were to make on the night 
mention’d. All this was carry’d on and 
perform’d with all the prudence and füccefs 
imaginable. The princefs, my lord, was 
one of the two flaves you were:told of, in 
the hiftory whtch has been related to you. 
She could not carry along with her any 
thing but the jewels fhe had in her poffef- 
fion. ‘Tho’ Gifcon and his flave held her 
always between them, and fought vigo- 

roully 
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oufly to defend her from all peril, ’till 

hey could make themfelves known to the 

nfiegers, fhe was ten times in danger of 
her life : but providence at laft deliver 4 
her, and they were all three conducted into 
the general’s tent, who gave Gifcon a frigat 
under his command, in which there were no 
more men than were neceflary to fail her. 
At the firft port he provided himfelf with 
every thing fitting to fupply the neceffity 
and conveniency of the princefs : He com- 
forted her as much as was pofhble during 
this navigation, treating her, however, in 
outward appearance as a flave, and trufting 
nobody with the fecret but her pretended 
comrade. He got a fort of garment made for | 
each of them, which reach’d down to their 
feet ; and had a fort of hood, which intirely 
cover'd their heads ; that under this plain 
and even ordinary covering the princefs, at 
entring into Carthage, might be cloath’d 
ma manner pretty near conformable to her 
fx and birth. They arriv'd there, not- 
withftanding fome rough weather at fea, 
which fatigu’d them, without retarding their 
voyage, 


I SHAN’T repeat the manner in which 
Gifcon enter’d the city, and pafs’d through 
all the ftreets to the prince’s palace ; nor 
| the refolution with which he infiffed on en- 
| tance for his two flaves, becaufe you have 
: à been 


\ 
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been inform’d of thefe circumftances already 
but fhall proceed to what the people were the, 
left in ignorance of, and what was tranfade 
in private in this aflembly of the fenate, into 
which the prince and fenators were pleag4 
to admit me. Gifcon went immediately an 
proftrated himfelf at the foot of his father; 
throne, while his two flaves were on thei 
knees at a pretty diftance behind him : He 
told him, raifing up his head and body f 
far as to be. able to fpeak, That it was, 
great forrow to him, his death was not fufi. 
-cient to repair the evils he had been the 
eaufe of: That he wifh’d, however, his 
prince, whom he was not worthy to call 
father, would allow him to combat day 
and night, during the fiege, at the mot 
violent affaults : That he would publickly 
renounce the honour which generally ac. 
companies a like death: That he himfelf 
would declare it a punifhment ; and that he 
would actually come and fubmit to death, 
if he return’d alive from the laft ation he 
fhould be expos’d to. 


Prince Zoros immediately order’d him 
to arife, and to fit down upon a bench which 
was behind him ; and he made a fign at the 
fame time, that the two flaves fhould be 
 feated on another at the bottom of the hall, 
_againft the wall; after which, he fpake # 

follows: Gifcon, when your brother ane 
| ¢ 
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ke had kill’d you at the battle of Capfa, I 
would not receive him otherwife than in the 
fenate: It is but juft that I fhould receive you 
inthe fame manner ; you whoate in reality by 
fr more culpable than he. But there is fome- 
thing which diftinguifhes the circumftances 3 
our brother’s courage urg’d him on to con- 
quefts I little approv’d of ; and I had no 
pat in the perfonal injuftice he then did 
ou Here, on the contraty, I am the firft 
wfe of your misfortunes and mine, and, of 
yhat is yet more grievous, the misfortunes 
ofthe Carthaginian empire. The deplorable 
condition into which you have reduc’d it, 
is the confequence of my predilection for 
you, perhaps at firft ill-grounded ; but too 
iiftinguifh’d in outward appearance, and too 
litle juftify’d in its effects : It was that which 
nade me oppofe the advice of the fenate,which 
knew better than.I what you were both 
ft for: That, in fhort, made me lofe the 
deft of my fons by an irreparable death ; 
and the fecond, by an inexcufable crime. I 
hall therefore decline being your judge, be- 
aufe I am in fome manner your accomplice. 
[am even yet lefs authoriz’d to complain of 
the particular crime you have been guilty of, 
againft that paternal authority, which I 
my felf have not known how to preferve 
ver you. We have an account by other 
hands than yours, that, abufing the ge- 
ral permiffion I had the weaknefs to 
Vox. II. R give 
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give you, without the knowledge of ty 
fenate, to promote a peace by fuch men 
as you might think the moft efficacion 
you have fuffer’d yourielf to be temp 
by the charms and feduétions of the daugh 
ter of our mortal enemy, whom you have 
marry d, and who is now triumphing wit 
her fgther over our lofs, and perhaps eve 
at your flight. I forgive you all this m 
fon, tho’ I cann’t forgive it my felf; bu 
here are your judges: As they cann't be 
mine, the leaft I could do for the publick 
fatisfaétion ts, to receive in your perfor 
the punifhment to which they fhall judge 
proper to condemn you. | 


I pon’t know, my lord, (continu 


Amedes) what opinion you will have ¢ 
this difcourfe from a prince to his fenate 
but if you vouchfafe to refleét, that th 
power of this prince was not wholly abi 
lute, perhaps you mayn’t difapprove, ur 
der circumftances fo deplorable as thele, : 
proceeding which, on one part, unfolded 
the very bottom of his intention and h 
defires ; and which, on the other hand 
difarm’d the judges, by a fubmiffion, « 
which this venerable old man, in fom 
manner, reduc’d even his own perfon. 3 
it as it will, Gifcon, keeping his feat, {poke 
thus : Venerable fenators ! it is not enoug! 
that I acknowledge my felf guilty m i 

fa 
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ul; I think my felf oblig’d, that I may 
je you a more certain foundation for 
ur fentence againft me, to inform you 
witiculatly of my conduét at Siga. Upon 
his, he gave a faithful account of all that 
mf’'d in the dittourfes he had held with 
hnteus Witnout the city, and in his palace ; 
he manner in which the king had at firft pre= 
ented, and afterwards offer’d him his daugh- 
¢, together with the Maffæfylian crown ; 
he anfwers he had given him to thefe two 
icles ; and, in fhort, the conclufion of his 
rriage, which Anteus, the better to con- 
wl his perfidious défigns, had extremely 
ed. But with regard to the character 
nd thoughts of the princefs, in the defign 
icon had of furprizing the affembly, in 
mote lively manner, by her prefence, he 
ras contented with faying ; However, O 
e juft judges ! it is not enough, that I ac- | 
fe my felf, if, at the fame time, I don’t 
tify innocence. By marrying the prin- 
ts, the daughter of Anteus, I have been 
0 lefs criminal towards her, than towards 
father. ‘To make Her confent to this 
non, both. her father and I have been 
blie’d to difguife the real ftate of affairs : 
have fuffer’d myfelf to be reprefented to 
tt as a mediator authorizéd by both na- 
ons ; and, in fhort, I have given her room 
) be perfuaded, that my prince and father 
id not granted me the general periniffion, 

R 2 of 
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of which he himfelf has made mention, by 
upon the exprefs propofal I had made him 
in my letter, of my marriage with her, Shs 
has gone yet farther ; and I muft confeg 
to her honour, and my confufion, that the 
has conftantly "perfifted in remaining a yi 
gin, notwithftanding the actual confent , 
her own father, ’till fhe fhould have thy 
of prince Zoros, fign’d by his own hand 
or pronounc’d, in her hearing, by word 
mouth. She alone is the caufe that my dif 
Obedience in this point has not been com 
pleat. I was the firft who inform’d here 
her father’s perfidy, while he kept us con 
fin’d at Siga ; andthe moment fhe knewi 
fhe was the firft to put me in mind of m 
duty, which I was about to reprefent to her 
of going to the affiftance of my own father 
notwithftanding all my ties to her’s. F 
from rejoycing at the unjuft fuccefs of An 
teus, all her concern was for my repentane 
and that I might fulfil my duty, howeve 
difficult I, by my own conduct, had ren 
_der’d it. You fhall hear my witneffes, ant 
be convinc’d of the truth of what I aflert. | 


IMMEDIATELY, arifing from his feat, in 
manner fuitable to the fentiments with whid 
he was affected, he ran to the bottom of th 
hall, and taking the chief of the two flav 
by the arm, the other following, he return‘ 
towards his father and his judges. : 
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nean time, taking off her hood and cloak, 
which he threw upon the arm of the other — 
faye, the princefs appear’d in a proper ha- 
bit, with all the modefty of an accus’d, and 
{| the refolution of an innocent perfon. 
ever was the empire of beauty better dif- 
jayd: The whole fenate ftood up, to 
few their refpect, and, for a time, nothing 
was heard but murmurs of furprize and ad- 
miration : but reflecting at laft, that they 
were fenators and judges, they agreed, that 
they were not to confider in the princefs 
arita either beauty or birth ; and had on- 
yto admire her prudence, integrity, and 
folution: ‘They declar’d her, as by ac- 
thmation, the moft perfect of lovers, and 
the moft virtuous of wives. They then ad- 
drefs’'d themfelves with one voice to their 
prince, and faid, It was not for them to 
me any thing concerning his confent to 
is fon’s marriage : but that if the princefs 
ary’d her conftancy fo far, as to defire 
being irrevocably his, before fhe heard the 
fentence which was going to decide his fate, 
twould be a pleafure to them to be wit- 
nefles of prince Zoros’s approbation of this 
union. The princefs herfelf, who already 
kw in the eyes of this tender father the in- 
ward fatisfaétion he receiv’d from this ge- 
neral applaufe, took Gifcon by the hand, 
and kneel’d with him on the lowermoft ftep 
his throne. This good prince, with tears 

5: in 
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in his eyes, faid ; Come nearer, childre 
and receive my embraces, which I am ng 
able to advance to give you. None cl 
then refrain from, or conceal their ten 
As foon as this paflion was a little appear 
prince Zoros faid to Zarita ; Incomparable 
rincefs ! of whom neither my fon nor] ay 
worthy, grant this comfort to my age, neve 
to call me otherwife than father. Oh! 
(cry’d Sethos, upon hearing this) fhe it i 
who is here with prince Zoros, and I ny 
fee the whole fequel of their hiftory : Thi 
is an example I perhaps wanted, to keep y 
in me, or to bring me back to that modefly 
from whence it is fo eafy for men to depat 
I find I have hitherto perform'd nothing h 
heroick as this princefs has done ; and th 
greater is my adyantage, as I am humbled by 
the example of a woman. My lord! (te 
ply’d Amedes, prudently) it is truly no 
my defign to depreciate ‘her virtue ; hut 
you may obferye, that loye has been he 
great fupport. It1s happy, without doubt, 
that this paffion did not oppofe the firft cat. 
tions her prudence made her take, with re. 
gard to her husband :. but in truth, tho’ th 
pofleflion of what we admire, is not ex 
cluded by heroick. love, it is always its 
moft diftant object ; it muft give place t 
the intereft of the perfon belov’d, which 
fometimes oppofite eyen. to poffeffion, ant, 
aboye all, to the fulfilling thofe duties wine 
four 78 te Fi ‘ "Sr cer i . ren ef 
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sender us more worthy of the fame perfon’s 
eicem and refpeét. After that, the labours 
ad perils we go through in favour of the 
beloved object, in my opinion, are to be 
neatly valu’d, with regard to the grandeur 
offoul; but with regard to virtue, not:at all, 
if they have had no other motive. Heroick 
love, by which I mean, that paflion of a 
generous heart, that refin’d flame, which 
docs not hinder men from being great, but 
rather encourages them to be 10, is, without 
difpute, far above that vulgar love, that _ 
mean fatisfaétion, or unruly fury of the fenfes, — 

which levels the great man to the condition 
of the moft contemptible, and thefe to that | 
of beafts : but, my lord, for your eafe and 
advantage, I wifh you may never make 
tial of either. You will foon return to the 
kingdom to which you are heir. ‘The ex- 
ploits you have hitherto perform’d, and 
thofe you are now going to in favour of the 
Carthaginians, will fet the eyes of all the 
beauties of Egypt upon you. They will 
fuffer themfelves to be firft inflay’d by the 
high merit: and reputation of which even 
your feign’d name will give them an idea, 
Then, my lord, be upon your guard againft 
this ftumbling-block of heroes ; and think, 
that for one example, as this of the princefs, 
where duty itfelf requird a perfeverance, 
there are a thoufand in which thé only great 
ation there is room for, in a ‘paffion-which 
R 4 feems 
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fcems the moft innocent, is to fupprefs ang 
quench it. In the mean time, you are ng 
deceiv'd in your conjecture, that prince 
Zoros and the princefs Zarita are your hof 
here. But, to finifh my telation, T have or 
yet to tell you, That immediately after th 
confirmation of the marriage, the fenate, in 
order to proceed to a refolution with regard 
to their fentence, order’d two officers to 
convey the prifoners into an adjoining apart. 
ment, where the prince gave ‘orders fo 
their being entertain’d with fuch refieh, 
ments as they ftood in great need of. 


Upon the offer Gifcon had made, 0 
fighting on the ramparts, they! thought it 
would be much more: advantageous, if he 
could procure fuccour from fome of their 
neighbours ; and their eyes were upon the 
Capfans. ‘This people had foon forgiven 
the refufal he had heretofore made, of com. 
manding them at the battle of Capfa ; and 
after his return from Egypt, had fent him 
an ambafly, to thank him, as the author of 
their foundation, and for the laws he had 
given them. He has likewife been more 
than once to vifit them. ‘This new propofal 
Was carry’d to him in the apartment where 
he was; and you will eafily judge: he ac 
cepted of it with joy : but they thought tt 
expedient to conceal from the people the 
place whither he was going, that poe 
| | migit 
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might likewife be the longer ignorant of it. 
peides, the fenate, willing to take the ways 
flenity, as you have already feen by their 
fntence, which was made known to every 
one, was glad to let the citizens fee that 
Gifcon made a good ufe of their favour, or 
it leaft of the time which their delaying the 
execution of their fentence gave him. For 
much the fame reafon, they thought proper, 
as yet, to conceal the princefs, and to fend 
her inftantly with the prince into this retreat, 
which they refolv’d to keep fecret, and 
whither they defir’d me to accompany them. 
We all then thought Anteus would not fail 
of making a great buftle about the rape of 
his daughter: but the perfon the king of 
the Atlantides has allow’d us for our affairs 
without doors, brought, fome time ago, a 
letter from one of the fenate, direéted to 
prince Zoros, under the feign’d name he has 
taken, and which was brought to Lixus by 
atrufty Carthaginian. ‘This letter advifes 
us, that Anteus was not ignorant of his 
daughter’s efcape ; but as fhe had been 
lreightly confin’d in the palace of Siga, he 
gave orders to have it kept a fecret ; and 
he difguifes it himfelf, to avert all pro- 
pofals of accommodation, which a defire 
and hope of reducing Carthage would not 
allow him to think of. The fenate, to 
conclude, refolv’d in the fame affembly, 
That the fenators, without divulging to 


any 
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any one what they had agreed to keep§ 
cret, fhould, however, in difcourfe amon 
their friends, fay whatever they could à 
juftification of Gifcon, or to leffen hiscrime 
as the means made ufe of by Anteus to fy 
duce him, and the violation of the promi 
he had made him. By this means the Cy 
thaginians, who did not come out of Cx 
thage ‘till after we departed, got a know 
Taal of what has been related to you fon 
em. 


As foon as the fentence was drawn up 
the two prifoners were brought again int 
the hall, and it was read to them before 
was publifh’d. Gifcon made no anfwer 
but on the contrary, fhew’d great figns of 


gratitude towards his father and the fenat 
But, the princefs faid, that finee the term 0 
her -husband’s life was limited to the fif 
child he was: to have by her, it was yet a 
a great diftance: and {peaking herfelf in 
fome manner as a judge, fhe added, tht 
prince Zoros, whom fhe thought  heriell 
happy in calling father, ought to be fati 
fy'd, as a reparation of the frailties he had 
accus’d himfelf of, never to’ fee a grands 
child fitting on his knees. I hope, con 
tinued fhe, that the king, my father, will 
give ear to reafon, and accept of a treaty 0 
peace with Carthage. But if it fhould be 
my misfortune, that nothing but force te 
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hive that effeët upon him, and he fhould, 
on any oceafton, die by the hands of my 
usband, I fhall keep my refolution as long 
sllive. I know this confideration ought 
have no influence on Gifcon, when the 
elfare of his country is at ftake : but no 
one fhall ever conftrain me to make him who 
fould ftain his hands in my father’s blood 
,patner in my bed. The eldeft of the 
fnators anf{wer'd in the name of the whole 
body, that there was nothing in this refos 
ution of the princefs but what. was com- 
nendable : but that’ the gads would facili+ 
he matters, and furnifh means to adjuft 
every thing. 


AMEDES having here finifh'd his narra 
tive, told the prince, that the approaching 
night inform’d them it was time to tes 
urn to the houfe, where he did not doubt 
ut their hofts waited for them with impa- 
tence. That for the fame reafon he would 
icfer “till the morrow, to beg he would acs 
quaint him how of Sethos he was become 
Cheres. But that he would hardly be dift 
pens d from relating to them, during their 
repaft, the difcoveries for which all the world © 
was indebted to him, and the fettlements he 
had in particular procur’d the Phcenicians. 
Cheres anfwer'd him, he was ready to do 
whatever the prince and princefs fhould de- 
re of him ; but that-he thought the moft 
? | | urgent 
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urgent and important affair for them woul 
be to confer together, on the fureft ang 
readieft means to relieve Carthage.  Amedg 
reply’d, that tho’ Zarita had efpous’d aj 
the interefts of her new country, efpeciall 
againft an unjuft and perfidious father, who 
had, in fome meafure, fold and facrificvd 
her to his ambition, it would, however, be 
an uneafinefs, as well to her as them, for 
her to be prefent at confultations for fixing 
the plan of a war, in which Anteus was to 
be attack’d perfonally. ‘That therefore he 
thought it would be better to put off tha 
fubject to a conference they would hold the 
next day in Zoros’s cabinet. While he wa 
{peaking thefe words, they came to the 
gate which led to the great walk ; and being 
inform’d by the fervants, who were there 
before them, that the princefs, whom how- 
ever they did not call fo, was with her 
father, they went up into his chamber. 
Amedes {poke firft, and told them, he had 
the honour of prefenting to them the famous 
Cheres. Prince Zoros aniwer’d, that his 
daughter and he both beliey’d their gueft 
“Was no common perfon : that they had flat- 
ter d themfelves Amedes would know him, 
as being both Egyptians; and that he would 
confirm them in the honours they defign'd 
to pay him. Upon which Amedes cot- 
fefs’d, that being indeed acquainted, nt 
only with the name and perfon, but we 
wi 
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vith the charaéter of this hero; he had 
ytay’d their fecret to him to a good pur- 
vf, and dar’d to fhew them in him a zea- 
bus defender, and the approaching reftorer of 
the Carthaginian empire. The princefsimme- 
diately anfwer’d, My lord, I take part, with. 
mn infinite gratitude, in all the obligations 
pince Zoros and my abfent husband are 
going to have to you: but, if you have any 
pity for an afflicted princefs, {pare my fa- 
ther’s perfon. You, whom fame has every 
where extoll’d for a benevolent conqueror, 
and a kind fubduer, let not the weight of 
your fuccefs and your triumphs fall upon 
ne. I am willing you fhould reduce my 
father to peace, but don’t condemn me to 
tars by your victories; don’t, together 
with me, render a young brother, as inno- 
cent as I am in our father’s undertaking, 
both orphans. Madam, anfwer’d Cheres, it 
isnot here I have taken the refolution of 
teieving Carthage ; neither had I any 
thought of finding prince ‘Zoros or the prin- 
cls Zarita in this place. The gods infpir’d 
ny foul with this defign, from the moment 
I heard the injuftice of king Anteus men- 
tion'd. You already do me the honour of 
being perfuaded, that I am not thirfty after — 
human blood ; but the gods alone can guide ~ 
the event of a war, which perhaps may be 
long. On the other hand, madam, your 
defires are as commendable as the fteps you 
haye 
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have taken ; and where-éver I may be j 
fhall always fet the greateft value un 
your virtue. 


THE princefs being oblig’d to take. uy 
with this anfwer, which indeed was th 
only one Cheres could give her, retit’d 
and went down herfelf, to prepare; with the 
hélp of the two dervants, a repaft more am. 
ple than the former, and fuch as the coun 
try and feafon could afford them means tg 
provide. It was brought up into the cham: 
ber, and the prince having made Cheres fi 
down at the upper end of the table, the 
ptincefs faid, that their gueft, having been 
prefent at a publick repaft with the king 
of the Atlantides, would not be furprizd 
to fee their fervants fit at the end of thé 
table, who would only get up to change the 
difhes. She added, that independant of 
the fimplicity of this wonderful people, to 
which decency oblig’d them to conform, 
fmce they allow’d them to live amongft 
them ; their prefent fortune difpens’d them 
from thofe diftinétions that another ftate 
might require. There are no flaves here, 
continued fhe; the Atlantides know of no 
fuch thing among theif inhabitants. But 
the only privilege of the facred country of 
the Hefperides had not freed this, faid hhe, 
pointing at Gifcon’s ancient flave ; my fa- 
ther has been: fo good to tell me, more that 

once; 
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nce, that the courage with which he affift- 
| my fpoufe to defend me from the perils 
‘incurrd in coming out of Siga, would 
ye been a juft pretence for his liberty. 
ind with reipeét.to this agreeable damfel 
ou fee, fhe never was a flave. She isa 
ree Carthaginian, whom prince ‘Zoros him 
If recommended to me at our departure 
om Carthage ; and the defire I have to re- 
yard her fidelity and zeal, has fome fhare in 
ke impatience I labour under to fee the re- 
oration of this empire. 


As foon as they were all feated, and had 
yhat they wanted fet before them, Amedes, 
oprevent all other difcourfe, engag’d Che- 
rs to relate his adventures. The whole 
ompany was Charm’d with them. And tho’ 
a recital of his exploits made by himfelf, 
he glory of thofe who accompany’d him 
was more his care than his own; fuch no- 
ble actions, and the motives tothem, which 
were yet nobler, gave the prince and prin- 
fs room, each according to their wifhes, to 
draw the moft favourable prefages for the 
fervice this hero was to render them. He 
ent all the next dayewith them : and, not 
0 mention the private converfation he had 
early in the morning with Amedes, he took 
particular notice of all the informations he 
had gotten, with regard to his defign, in the 
sonferences which were held between Zo- 
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ros, Amedes, and himfelf, as well ag fo 
all he had heard from the princefs of }, 
own accord. 


CHERES departed the third day, with 
out fuffering any one to accompany him 
ftep beyond the gate, not to give fufpicic, 
to any of the Atlantides they might hay, 
met. He return’d to Lixa, where he pr 
main’d but a day and a night, by confat 
of the king himfelf, to whom he affected t 
{peak little. From thence he went the dj 
recteft way to the port of Lixus, where the 
four days which pafs’d before the arrival 
his fleet were the longeft he ever had in his 
life. | 


THE morning of the firft day he went 
up to the top of a little eminence cover 
with trees, from whence he could fee the 
full fea. And as he there found a grotto, 
in which there was a fountain of water, he 
chofe that for his abode in the day-time; 
from whence he did not return to the hofpi- 
tal till towards the evening. He did not 
lofe his time in this grotto: for there it was, 
that, purfuant to the information he had 
gotten, heform’d the plan of the war weart 
going to fee. ‘Tho’ he arofe very early the 
fifth day, beginning to be impatient, he was 
prevented by the boat which he faw com- 
ing into the harbour, thro’ the windows : 

the 
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he hofpital. He took leave of the gover- 
or, Who conducted him, according to cuf= 
om, to the temple of the Hofpitable Dei- 
is, He put all the gold they had fent him 
nto the cheft, without counting it. He was 
xeiv'd in the fleet with acclamations, but 
ithout any ceremony, as he had had the 
oefight to order, but in fuch manner as 
nve him great affurance of fuccefs in the 
nterprizes he was going to imploy it in. 
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BOOK IX. 


ere) H E RES examining all his ve 
By = KE | fels one by one, found them re 
PE) } cruited with men, and furilht 
SE @ With ammunition and whatert 
——— elfe they wanted at their a 
rival at Banafa. They had been particu 
larly careful to compleat their number 0 
horfes, of which they had, in propottio 
loft more during the courie of their ve 
than of their men: and it Is rome 
+ {nd 
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that of all laborious animals, man can thé 
longeft withftand hardfhip, want of üfual 
fod, and change of climate. The two offi- 
rs had acquitted themfelves of their com 
million with great zeal ; and tho’ they could 
not be accufed of havirig reveal’d their com- 
mander’s fecret; the Phoenicians of the fleet, 
aswell as thofe at Banafa; could not forbear 
Hufpeting, that love of juftice alone would 
lexafperate him againft Anteus. They had 
receiv’d more particular news concerning — 
this king, by fome veffels belonging to their 
country-men, which were arriv’d at that 
colony during thé abfence of Cheres. Thefë 
htter deliver’d their cargoes with all expe- 
dition, to have the advantage of joining 
the main fleet, and to partake in the deli | 
verance of the Carthaginians, their allies 
and kindred. It is true, the council of Ba 
nfa did not allow any Pheenicians refiding 
there, to lift themfelves for this expedition. 
As the kings of the Mauritania Tingitana 
had given the city to the colony, with 4 
lage territory belonging to it, as a fove= 
rignty, in a profpeét of the advantages 
which would accrue to them by the Phe- 
clan commerce ; they did not judge it 
rudent, or even juft, for its inhabitants to 
ake arihs againft him. But they fuffer’d 
he travelling Pheenicians to provide there 
hatever they thought neceflary for an 
Epedition, which was not made pub- 
S 2 lick. 
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lick. Cheres having affembled a council 
of war, propos’d at firft his general defign 
of fuccouring the Carthaginians. This 
council aniwer’d unanimcufly, That the 
whole fleet had refolv’d to come in to this 
propofal before it was made, and would be 
very forry to have their expectation and 
their valour fruftrated. If fo, faid Cheres 
I believe our firft exploit muft be, to aff 
the Carthaginians in pufhing on the fiege 
of Siga; becaufe, that being taken, we 
need only leave a fufficient garrifon there, 
and take the remainder of the Carthaginian 
troops with us to Carthage: Thefe, with 
the thirty thoufand foldiers, which, by your 
care, are now in the fleet, will make an army 
numerous enough. This project was ap. 
prov’d by the council, and receiv'd with 
an unanimous applaufe in every vel) 
whither the news of it was fent. 


Ir is not (continued Cheres, to the 
council, which was yet aflembled) but 
that another expedition, anterior to this 
and nearer at hand, offers to my min 
The wind, which is favourable, wil 
carry us intwo days to the entrance tnt 
the Streights, and within fight of Ting 
king Anteus’s capital, I don’t propote « 
befege that place in form ; that would 
an undertaking, for which we have neithel 
the troops. nor the machines necebey: 
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which, with all thefe fuccours, would be 
too tedious, and give the king time to take 
Cathage. The fiege of Siga is not liable 
tothat difficulty, becaufe it is already very 
fr advanc’d ; and befides, the taking of 
that, will have the advantage of increafing — 
our army confiderably ; which, on the con- 
trary, we muft difmember, to leave a fnffi- 
dent garrifon in Tingi. I therefore confine 
myfelf, with refpeét to this laft place, to 
offer it in our paflage, and only during one 
night, fome infult, which may vex Anteus, 
and abate the confidence with which he 
befieges the capital of the Carthaginian 
empire. But to attempt this enterprize with 
prudence, it will be good for us to have 
fome idea of the infide of this city, and of 
the avenues by which we may more eafily 
furprize it. I have already heard, that the 
Phenicians lately arriv’d at Banafa, whofe 
vellels have join’d our fleet, pafs’d fome 
months at Tingi, to vend their merchan- 
dizes. If the commanders of them, who 
are here prefent, will give us an account 
of what they have obferv'd during their 
fojourn there ; we will confult together, if 
any thing in the nature of what I have 
been propofing can be undertaken. 


THE chief of thefe captains immediately 
anfwer’d ; That having been at Tingi, at the 
me they receiv’d the firft news of the fiege 
S 3 of 
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of Siga, they obfery’d, that the govero 
difpos’d all his people into order and form; 
that he even immediately causd all thei 
veflels to be vifited ; which having found 
only equipp'd as ufual, they let them lie 
as they were : but that they became very 
remifs, from the time they knew the fufpen. 
fion of the fiege of Siga, and that Anteus 
advancing daily, they were at laft, from : 
remiffnefs, falln into a diffolutenefs : 5 and 
fince they had receiv’d the news of the ad. 
vantages obtain’d at the battle of Tubr. 
fuptus, and efpecially of the fiege of Cate 
thage, which the king had undertaken i 
perfon, they had appointed noéturnal feñi. 
vals ; during which, the whole great fquare 
before the palace was illuminated, and no. 
thing but dancing and rejoycings were feen 
on every fide: That the young prince 
whofe name was Tygeus, about twelve yeais 
of age, was brought thither every evening, 
upon an high and broad theatre, on the out- 
fide of the palace, where he fupp'd alone : | 
That nobody attended him but his two go- 
vernors, who had the care of his education 
and the officers of his table, with whom they 
afterwards fuffer’d him to divert himfelf til 
midnight: That they all went without 
fwords, as in time of peace ; but that about 
‘twenty of the guards, flightly arm’d, fur 
sounded the foot of the theatre: "That 
the two governars of young T ygeus, cole 
tral] 
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tary to ancient euftom, made all the people, 
that were below, proftrate themfelves, ag his 
coming, and at his going away : That they 
had, more than once, heard one or other of 
|thefe two governors fay to the prince ; My 
lord ! you fee here a fmall part of the king 
your father’s fubjects ; you will, foon or 
jte, be their mafters, and you may at 
pleafure difpofe of their eftates and lives : 
Let your countenance and carriage infpire 
them in time with that refpeét which is your 
due: Appear always with a fierce afpect, 
and accuftom yourielf to {peak in the tone 
of a king. My lord ! (added the other) 
you will nat only be king, but, after the 
example of the great Anteus your father, 
you will be a conqueror and fubduer of na- 
tions: Your bare name muft carry terror 
with it to the moft diftant people, and 
their fugitive kings muft abandon them fuc- 
cellively to your power: Your firft cha- 
fifements of thofe who dare refift you, 
muft open a way for you to the uttermoft 
extremity of the earth. As a fruit of thefe 
inftructions, the young prince haften’d to 
his fports. I fhould have been tir’d my- 
felf, as well as he, (faid Cheres ) with fuch 
| difcourfes, which only tend to the pageantry 
of government, or to convert it into the 
terror of mankind. One would think that 
thofe people were bringing-up a ftate-horfe, 
ora bird of prey, and not a man: How- 
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ever, (continu’d he) I already perceiy, 
in thefe circumftances, a very favourabl. 
opportunity for the moft noble attempt ve 
could wifh; Imean, to feize the young prince 
in the midft of thefe rejoycings, which are 
probably, yet continu’d. But it were to bk 
wifh’d, that the perfons we fhall want fo 
this exploit, and of whom, in my opinion, 
there need be no great number, might land 
in fome road on this fide the city, and enter 
into it with lefs noife than they can do by 
the way of the haven. Another captain an. 
{wer’d, That he knew one, from whence 
feveral roads led to the avenue ôf that 
gate, which was call’d the fouthern gate, 
and which was about half a league from 
the city ; and likewife, that this gate was 
not fhut, but left open forthe inhabitants of 
the country to go in and out in crouds, 
during the whole night, fince the eftablifh- 
ment of thefe feafts. ‘This is all I defre, 
(faid Cheres) : To morrow, at the clofe of 
the evening, fifty of our men, which our 
boats fhall fet on fhore, fhall take the dif- 
ferent roads which lead to this gate ; they 
fhall endeavour to be undifcover’d among 
the inhabitants of the country; and, at their 
arrival, they fhall place themfelves round 
about the prince’s theatre, as near as/pot- 
fible, not to be taken notice of. We muf 
then employ fome of our people for thi 
exploit, (interrupted another captain of the 

| | | Phel- 
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thenicians ) who have fojourn’d at Tingi ; 
they alone know the city, and the avenues to 
it; and befides, they muft be cloath’d like 
he Tingitan peafants, and have no arms, to 
outward appearance. We fhall find in our 
veflels wherewithal to furnifh thefe habits 
for about fifty perfons ; and I fhall under- 
tke, if defir’d, to conduct them. We fhall 
al, (anfwer’d his brethren) difpute this ho- 
nour with you. Dear companions, (reply’d 
ICheres) to agree this matter, you will 
allow me to be leader in the enterprize [ 
propofe. I myfelf will feize the perfon of 
the young prince. I fhall only take thofe 
two of you, who by chance have now 
fpoken firft, for my guides: They fhan’t 
leave me ; and fhall have, as well as their 
fifty foldiers, their {words hid under their 
fort gowns, fuch as I think all the peafants 
thereabouts wear: I will be the only one 
without arms, left they fhould be a hin- 
drance in what I defign. | 


But as in moft furprizes, it is eafier to 
make the onfet, than to retire ; becaufe the 
ürft may be done by ftealth, but the latter 
can hardly be effected but in the tumult : 
at our return, I think itis juft, that the whole 
fect fhould affift us. Our pilots, who know 
this coaft, have already told me, that the 
pillage into the harbour of Tingi is broad 
| fnough for ten veffels to enter abreaft. My 


opinion 
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opinion is, that when we are landed in th 
road, ten of our veflels, of middling bulk 
enter three hours afterwards, with help of 
their oars. ‘The reft of the fleet may fay 
without, to fupport thofe who enter, if there 
fhould be occafion. The lights which ar 
at the two ends of the moles will guide 
thofe enemies, whom the Tingitanes dont 
think fo near. Thefe veflels being enterà 
muft immediately throw, on the right and 
on the left, combuftible matters, which you 
know the ufe of, on the barks they fhl 
find in. the haven. For I hear Anteus hy 
no naval force : He did not think it necef. 
fary on the ocean which faces 'Tingi, and 
which “tnideed has never yet {een any fleet 
fo formidable as ours: but he 1s as little 
rovided with a fleet in the Mediterranean, 
tho’ engae’d in a war againit a maritime 
empire, fuch as that of Carthage. The rea. 
fon of it is, without doubt, this ; becaufe, 
thinking to carry on this war by treafon, 
he has neglected taking all his advantages: 
but I dare hope, that the want of this cau- 
tion, will be the caufe of his ruin ; and 
that, as we are mafters of the fea, we fhal 
foon be fo of the land too. : With refped 
to our prefent defign, the firft alarm you 
raife in the port will neceffarily draw all 
the citizens thither: That fhall be fignal 
forus in the fauare. Our people fhall draw 
their fwords from under their gowns the 
moment 
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moment they fee me fet foot on the firft. 
te of the theatre. My two guides alone 
hall follow me with fword in hand, to 
keep off, or difpatch the governors and 
jomeftick officers, who, without doubt, 
ill endeavour to carry off the young prince 
the palace. I propofe to feize him out of 
heir hands, while our fifty foldiers defend 
ys againft the guards, and thofe who may 
join them, and likewife hinder them from 
coming to attack us on the theatre. For 
the fleet, the firft veflel which can reach 
the fhore, muft with all expedition land as 
many men as may be neceflary to make two 
frong lines from the haven to us on the 
fquare.. They muft defeat and facrifice all 
they meet in this fpace, without turning 
ide, or going farther. Between thefe lines 
| propofe to return, running with the young 
prince in my arms, and follow’d by our 
fifty difguifed foldiers, to the fhip which is 
to receive us : but whether this paflage be 
long, or no, I am not inform’d. No, my 
lord, ( faid another captain) it is only one 
frait and pretty broad ftreet of about an 
hundred paces: But (added this captain, 
who had not yet had the time perfectly to 
know Cheres) by this means we fhall be 
mafter of the city and port; Why fhould 
we not keep them ? or, if we don’t care to 
leave any of our troops there, it is in our 
power to put all the inhabitants of Tingi to 
the 
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the fword, or to deftroy them by fire, before 
we reimbark. No, (faid Cheres) it is ng 
my defign to keep the city, for the reafon| 
before mention’d, and which you now ob. 
ferve. Nor are we fure but the Tingitan 
troops, the number of whom we have n 
knowledge of, may foon join, and drive 
away our garrifon. Befides, our only aim 
being to relieve Carthage, it is only with 
that intent I have propos’d this attempt of 
feizing young Tygeus. Conquerors by pro. 
feffion care little for their natural fubyeds, 
A foreign kingdom is more acceptable to 
them than their own; and I know that An. 
teus in particular would willingly fit down 
with the lofs of Tingi, to take Carthage: 
but I am very much miftaken, if the lofs of 
his fon and only fucceffor don’t mortify his 
pride, fhake his hopes, and even confound 
his undertaking. And for deflroying the 
inhabitants of TFingt by fword or fire, | 
confent yet lefs tothat. Don’t let us ap- 
pear to the nations on the coafts of the 
Mediterranean, and. efpecially to the inhe 
bitants of the three Mauritanias, as murder- 
ers or incendiaries. We will be the del 
verers of the Carthaginians your allies, who 
are affaulted contrary to reafon and honour. 
Let us fupport the juftice of our caufe by 
that of our proceedings. Let us fhew ou 
enemies, upon every occafion, that we fhed 
no more blood than what is neceffary for 

| our 
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nif general defign ; the po wer of executing, 
ich, in fome meafure, obliges us to it. 
in fhort, let our example teach them, in 
ime, to difapprove of their king’s condu& ; 
ather than indifcreetly to wifh him fuccefs, 
which can never tend otherwife than to 
their damage. 


AFTER the officers had conferr’d fome 
time together upon all Cheres had propos’d, 
the eldeft anfwer’d ; That under any other — 
commander but him, the council fhould 
hardly have confented to an exploit fo peri- 
lous for his perfon ; but that having been 
witnefs of the happy fuccefs of all his pro- 
jets, they could not do better, than to put 
an entire truft in his conduct, but more par- 


ticularly in the favour with which the gods 
had till then rewarded the uprightnefs and 
candour of his intentions. 


Tuey therefore employ’d all the time 
that remain’d ‘till the next evening to pre- 
pare and concert an action, the fuccefs of 
which depended intirely upon a very per- 
fet intelligence with one another. Cheres, 
{peaking in private to the two captains he 
had chofen for his guides, told them the 
defire he fhould have of bringing away the 
two governors too ; provided, however, it 
were in no-wife an obftacle to their main — 
point. Let us, aboye all things, (faid he) 
| take 


hand : what remains, opportunity will teach 
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take care, not to wound the prince; f} 
confefs I had rather our defign fhould m 
carry, than fee a project of war end in th 
wounding a child. Let us endeavour t 
avoid the fame with the two governor 
which will be eafy, if they are without 
arms ; however, 1f one or both of them 
fhould happen to be wounded, let us leave 
them or him there. The two captains an 
fwer’d almoft at the fame time ; It wil 
then be neceflary for us to take four of oy 
difguis’d foldiers with us on the theatre 
who may back us in feizing the governor, 
while we throw away our fwords, if itb 
neceflary. Thofe who are below will be 
fufficient to defend us. Thefe ( {aid Cheres) 
are all the meafures we can take before 


us. Going next to all thofe who were to 
be employ’d in this expedition, he told 
them every one, That they muft arm then- 
felves with afteady refolution in the execution 
of what was order’d them, and keep always 


in an equal prefence of mind, that they 


might not be diverted from it : That therc- 
by alone they could preferve, to the con: 
Clufion of it, that fuperiority which the 
affault would give them ; and that, for his 
part, without arms, as he was tefolv’d to be; 


he did not doubt but he fhould return fale 


and found to the fleet again. This was not 
the leaft concern which infpir’d the yalourand 
| vigilancy 
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gilancy of all thofe who were to ferve 
im, in their different ftations, from the 
are to the haven, In a word, the plan of 
is defign, fo as I have related it, was fo 
mdually obferv’d, that we have, by ree 
iting that, given before-hand a relation of 
ke execution of it. 


| fhall only add, that at the firft alarm, 
shich was perceiv’d from the haven, all 
ecitizens fled the other way. Numbers 
f people were ftifled in prefling through 
he gates which led to the country. The 
wards of the haven, who were intermix’d 
vith the croud in the fquare, and already 
junk, let the Phoenicians, who were well 
amd, come to the foot of the fcaffolding 
without oppofition. They hardly found 
thirty men to defeat in their way ; becaufe 
ihe governor, who was giving a great en- 
trtainment in the caftle, had not time to 
rm a defenfive body. Cheres, who did not 
lt the young prince be out of his fight, 
hw all the domefticks jump at once from 
the top of the theatre, and retire under the 
pate of the palace. The two governors, 
who could not carry off the prince fo fud- 
denly, had taken him between them, to 
kad him down the fteps, when they found 
themfelves furrounded and feiz’d by the fix 
men that had follow’d Cheres, who in the 
very moment afcended the theatre with a 
wonder- 
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wonderful dexterity. Thofe who remaip; 
below were more than fufficient to kill ty 
twenty guards, whofe death made all thof 
fly who came in confufion to their affiftance 
During this tumult, which was only amon, 
the citizens, the foldiers of the fleet hg 
carry’d their lines on each fide to the fquare 
Then Cheres, difingaging the young pring 
from amidft his governors, and the fix me 
who furrounded them, took him in hi 
arms ; and this generous ravifher carry’d of 
his prey, for adefign yet more heroick tha 
what he then manifefted. He was follow 
by the two governors prifoners, who di 
not fo much as attempt to fly, feeing o 
each fide of them a double row of fok 
diers arm’d, and behind them about fifi 
pretended peafants, with fword in hand 
who fpurrd them on. They had order‘ 
matters fo prudently, and the burning bark 
yet continu’d to give fo much light, that 
all was reimbark’d in lefs than half a 
hour. The ten veflels which came to re 
ceive them, got out of the harbour as ha 
pily as they came in. 


As foon as they were at fea, Cheres left 
the veflel, into which he had enterd by 
meer hazard, and went into the admiral 


which was his, and which was the fit 


without the moles. He carry’d the young 
prince. and his two governors with him } 
| an 
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dhaving them all three before him, he 
id; My lord! the circumftances of a war, 
wun by the king your father, have ob- 
dus to feize your perfon. You will find 
re all the conveniencies and all the fatif- 
ution whieh could be procur’d you in a 
del of your own ; and you fhall havea 
better education than you had in your 
wn palace. As for you, the ancient go- 
emors of the prince, you have not been 
ken as fages, but as men of valour ; your 
oduct with refpect to your prince was 
wd: but you are commendable, in that he 
ws taken between you, and that we could 
ttake him, but by taking you too. You 
all be prefent at all the inftruétions which 
ke priefts of Egypt, his new matters, will 
ive him ; but it fhall be as fcholars : and 
q are abfolutely forbidden {peaking to 
in in private, “till it appear that you 
orfelves are better’d by the leflons given 
m in your prefence. He next fhew’d the 
mince the two fervants that were to attend 
m, and of whom he was to ask what he 
ight want. The tnoft requifite at that time 
as to let him repofe. ‘The two governors 
re carry’d together into one cabin, at 


pretty diftance from that deftin’d for the | 


mince, 


THE next day, as foori as they were 
isd the Streights, Cheres defy’d two of 
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the Egyptian priefts who were in his con 
pany, to make the time of Tygeus’s cap 
tivity advantageous to him. They accepte 
of this function with a great deal of jg 
and divided between them the care of 

behaviour, and his ftudies ; and they ey 
engag’d fome of their comrades to inf 

him, at certain hours of the day, in their pa 
ticular fciences, to make his time the mo 
agreeable. Cheres took the charge himf 
as much as poffible, of his recreations, 3 
all this care, he foon got the love of t 
young prince, to fuch a degree, that he h 
no greater joy, than to fee the author 
his imprifonment ; and he call’d him, wit 
greater tendernefs, his mafter, than ever! 
had call’d his father. His governors then 
felves, who in reality were the two moft r 
tional men of their country, foon perce 
the excellency of the Egyptian cuftom 
and they of themfelves retraéted the d 
courfes they us’d to hold before they w 
acquainted with it. The nobleft minds: 
capable of being hurry’d away by a torrent 
thofe reigning opinions which are authorize 
by the luftre of fome tranfient fuccefs ; bt 
as foon as the truth appears, they embra 
it with joy ; whereas vulgar fouls keep the 
prejudices ’till a more enlighten’d generatio 
and become excellent, even by the fame 1e 
fon of cuftom, which before had rang’d th 
among the moft common of Tu 
+ HI 
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Tur1s fleet arriv’d ina fhort time before 
Sa. As foon as they had made themfelves 
own to the befiegers, they utter’d thou- 
fads of joyful acclamations, whith abated 
the courage of the garrifon, more than the 
mot violent battery would have weaken’d 
heir walls. But what difcourag’d yet more 
he governor and the officers employ’d in. 
he defence of the place; was, that from — 
at time, they perceiv’d the citizens; who 
ad long had a great efteem and veneration 
or Cheres, wifh’d in fome manner that they 
night fall into his hands. ‘The fear of the 
omer, and the hopes of the latter, were 
pon increas’d, by the great number, fine 
der, and good cofdition of the troops; 
hich, from the top of their walls, they faw 
nding out of every veflel. Cheres agreed 
ith the Carthaginian general to fend that 
ety day a herald to the general : He let 
in know, that he had the young prince 
his power, and at the fame time inform’d 
im how he was treated by him: They 
icr’d him, in the name of Cheres, and the 
fneral, propofals which were honourable 
x the garrifon, and advantageous to the 
lizens ; and exhorted him to prevent, by 
prudent furrender, the miferies which 
ould attend a forc’d and infallible teduc- 
M. The governor anfwer’d ; That he 
wld immediately give an account to the 
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king his mafter, of what they had fignify’ 
to him; but that, in expedtation of }; 
commands, he would defend — himfelf ; 
proportion to their aflaults ; the meafure ç 
which depended upon Cheres, and the by 
fiegers, and not on him. 


ACCORDINGLY the governor fent in 
ftantly a difpatch to Anteus, to infon 
him, not only of the meflage he had x 
ceiv’d from the herald, but of the ne 
fituation of affairs. He obferv’d, thatt 
befiegers had juft receiv’d, by the Phe: 
cian fleet, a reinforcement of thirty the 
fand men, but yet a much greater int 
name of the famous Cheres, the command 
of it. He added, that*this conqueror gain 
a high efteem, not by the terror of flaug 
ter, but, which was by far more dangero 
by the reputation of his wifdom and vi 
tues. That, in reality, the inhabitants ¢ 
Siga did not conceal the inclination the 
had for hin. That the cares it was kno 
he had of the perfon and even of the ed 
cation of prince Tygeus, his captive, ma 
them hope all manner of felicity und 
fuch a conqueror. That the garrifon, hov 
ever, feem’d always to continue in the fan 
obedience, and to have the fame zeal f 
their king, But that it wanted immedi 
fupport againft the number of troops, al 

| 3 efpeciall 
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epecially againft the publick efteem which 
accompany d Cheres, | 


CHERES, however, by a generofity 
which the befieg’d did not expe&, fuf- 
nded all attacks during the twelve days 
which he imagin’d the governor muft wait 
fr an anfwer from Anteus. But this fuf- 
penfion was very different from the unfor- 
tunate truce which Gifcon had granted fix 
months before to this king when he was in 
Siga: for he implay’d the whole time in rai- 
fing enormous machines round about the city. 
Not to mention the towers of wood, they 
confifted in ballifta’s, catapulta’s, and bat- 
ering rams, the models of which he re- 
member’ d to have feen in the galleries at 
Memphis, and at the fiege of Coptos. His 
defign was to have fuch a number that the 
city might not refift the firft affault, when 
they were play’d together. As the conjunc- 
tion of the two armies furnifh’d him with a 
great number of men, he employ’d one part 
of them to ward off the flights of arrows 
which the enemy endeayour’d to pefter their 
workmen with in the day-time, and the 
other part in repulfing the attempts they 
lometimes made of deftroying their works 
inthe night. The vigilancy of the two 
chiefs, the valour of the troops, as well the 
Cathaginians as the Pheenicians, the zeal 
en of the iflanders of Taprobane, who 
+3 took 
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took part in their intereft and in thei 
works, went fo far, that in the twelve days 
they never begun the fame machine twice, 
and the befieged loft, at leaft, as many men 
in oppofing them, as the befiegers in finith. 
ing them. : tn 


AT the expiration of that term the go. 
vernor receiv'd an anfwer from the king 
Anteus had receiv’d an account, before his 
letter, of the accident at Tingi, becaufe he 
had eftablifh’d meffengers, much fooner, but 
like to thofe of the Perfians, in the Tingi- 
tanian and two other Mauritanias, from the| 
time he had had an intelligence with their 
‘kings. He was likewife inform’d, before 
the fenate of Carthage, of the unexpedted 
fuccour which providence had fent this op- 
prefs'd republick, tho’ Cheres had fent away 
his advice-boats early, to inform them of tt 
But the uncertainty of the feas is the caule 
that advices go fometimes quicker and fome- 
times flower by this way than by mefler-! 
gers, Anteus, upon hearing of the lofs of 
his fon, fell into a fury, in which paternal 
affection had lefs part than fhame for the 
infult which had been offer’d him. Ac 
cording to the cuftom of the ambitious, 
when their treacheries fail of fuccefs, he 
went from diffimulation to cruelty ; or 1% 
ther, he began to combine one with the 
other. He propos’d to put to death, by diffe- 
4 Rta À CE DS SOS. rete. © rent | 
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ent degrees of torment, as well all the 
prince's officers as the whole garrifon of 
Tingi He even gave a commiflion to the 
new governor, whom he fent thither, to 
perform it at a proper time. But as he had 
10 other way of replacing this garrifon, but 
by a detachment of thofe troops which be- 
fieg’d Carthage, he was contented at that 
time, againft his will, with an example 
which could not be look’d upon as unjuft. 
It was to give the new governor an order in 
writing, to execute his predeceflor in the 
very place of the fquare from whence the 
pince had been carry’d away. As foon as 
he had receiv’d the letter from the governor 
of Siga, he anfwer’d him in the margin of 
it; That he had occafion of his whole army 
before Carthage, and that the taking of this 
capital was of more confequence ta him 
than the prefervation of one of his own ci- 
des, That he charg’d him, however, as 
an officer in whom he could put truft, to 
perfuade the garrifon that they would im- 
mediately receive fuccours from him: that 
he would find in the fame packet a letter 
wrote with his own hand, importing. the 
fame, which he fhould publifh; that by 
means of this expectation he fhould pis 
the enemy before this place as long as pot- 
ible: but that when he found. himfelf fo. 
reighten’d that he could not hold out above 
à day or two, he fhould fhew his foldiers 
7 4 a fepa- 
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a feparate order, which he fent him, to py 
all the citizens of this difloyal and ill-affegtes 
city to the {word ; that Cheres finding only 
dead men in it, might make no advantage of 
the affection they had for him. By the 
fame orders he gave all their riches to the 
foldiers ; and after having pillag’d them, 
he gave them leave to capitulate upon the 
moft advantageous conditions they could 
get of the enemy. To conclude, he ex. 
horted the governor, in his private letter, 
to efcape, during the tumult, by the fecre 
outlet he was acquainted with in Siga: that 
he knew the entrance into this way was us. 
der the palace, and would carry him to nea 
a league from the city, beyond the be- 
fiegers lines. He affur’d him, in fhort, tha 
upon his arrival from thence into his camp 
before Carthage, there was no favour he 
might not hope from his king. 


THESE orders made the governor trem- 
ble. He perceiv’d the king had no affec- 
tion either for his fubjeéts or foldiers ; and 
that he had no better fate to hope for him- 


felf. ‘The moft favourable conftruétion he 


could put upon them, was, that change of 
fortune began to make Anteus diforder’d in 
mind. He refolv’d to conceal his private 
letter and the king’s fecret order from every 
body, without exception, ’till he had con- 
fulted privately with himfelf, and with oo 

“lf 
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(ifalone. With this defign he kept them 
both about him: but he publifh'd the pro- 
nie of fuccours, though he knew it to be 
filfe; becaufe it ferv’d to infpire his garri- 
fn with a courage, of which it ftood in 
greater need than if it had been true. Half 
n hour afterwards the befiegers workmen 
fund an arrow, among a great many others, 
which were frequently fhot at them, under 
the feathers of which they perceiv’d a note, 
which they carry’d to Cheres, who was not 
fr off. Upon it he found thefe words, 
Succours very quickly. To prevent this, per- 
œiving the governor fent him no meflage, 
he concluded with the Carthaginian officer, 
to undertake immediately the general affault 
which he had prepar’d for this twelfth day. 
The play of the batteries was fo univerfal 
and fo terrible, and the foldiers of both ar- 
mies defcended from their towers. into the 
ramparts, and mounted the breaches with 
fo much fervency and perfeverance, that 
before the combat had lafted full two hours 
the reft of the garrifon beat on every fide a 
fignal of furrender. Cheres and the Car- 
thaginian general, who forefaw this event, 
put an immediate ftop to the flaughter ; and 
promis'd their foldiers a more noble and 
rer reward than that of pillaging the city. 
They foon heard that the reafon of this fo 
indden furrender was, becaufe their gover- 
hot had been grievoufly wounded, and car 


ry d 
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ry’d into the publick fquare fenfelefs, ang 
almoft lifelefs. Cheres order’d him to be 
carry’d on a litter out of the town into his 
tent ; and to be follow’d by the whole par. 
rifon as prifoners, fufficiently guarded, march. 
ing in order after their captain, and he 
himfelf brought up the rear. In the mean 
time the general fettled a Carthaginian gar 
rifon in Siga of fix thoufand men, who 
fav’d the citizens, without their knowledge 
from the peril they were in from the Tin. 
gitan garrifon. | 


Durinc this, Cheres took particular 
care of the governor. Having fent for the 
chief phyficians of the fleet, he caus’d him 
to be undrefs’d in his prefence : but per- 
ceiving an unfeal’d pacquet under his tunick, 
he laid hold of it, and, {peaking aloud, 
faid, That was, without doubt, the lette 
by which Anteus had promis’d fuccours to Mi 
Siga. Judging, however, by the feeling, mM, 
that it contain’d more than one piece, he My 
put it carefully under his armour. Tak- 
ing afterwards an opportunity of every one 
being attentive at viewing the general’s 
wound, which the phyficians hop’d was not}, 
mortal, Cheres went for a moment into ang, 
adjoining tent, where he found no body. 
After having read his papers curforily over, 
he took away thofe two, the fecrecy of 
which the author of them himfelf had recom- 3, 

Be mended : 
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ended: and he afterwards communicated. 
the general, and every one elfe, the let- 
which was publifh’d at Siga, which they 
beieyd was alone in the packet he had 
taken. | 


| As the governor was not yet fenfble, 
Cheres went himfelf to {peak with the offi- 
es of the garrifon, who waited without, 
rounded by the victorious troops. He 
wld them, that his firft defign was to give 
them, after their being taken, a capitula- 
tion as honowrable as that he had offer’d 
them the firft day of his arrival ; and con- 
equently to reftore them to themfelves and 
their king, under the bare condition of not 
krving at the fiege of Carthage. But that 
fnce they had been in his camp he had 
cnfider'd, that Anteus would certainly re- 
proach them for having furrender’d at the 
fit aflault of the two armies, tho’ invinci- 
ble That therefore he believ’d he fhould 
fave both them and the garrifon, by mak- 
ing ufe of his right, and keeping them all 
prifoners of war. That they would even 
in time learn whether their king was more 
to be depended on, and fincerer with regard 
o his own fubjeéts and foldiers, than in 
rfpect to his enemies, At thefe words a 
murmuring was heard among all the foldiers 
of the garrifon, which was foon chang’d in- 
lo loud acclamatiors of, Long live Cheres, 
| | we 
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we are at his fervice! This hero had ye 
more fatisfaction to fee their officers repre. 
fent to thefe deferters the honour and dut 

with which they were bound to their king: 
but their remonftrances were in vain: there. 
fore, after fome time, Cheres faid to the fl. 
diers ; Comrades, I will take you, but iti 
in the name of the general, who will dif 

bute you among his troops. Thofe who 
are conquer’d can’t always devote them. 
felves to whom they will; and you belong 
of right, to the Carthaginians. Befides, th 
two nations of the fleet which I command, 
not making war on their own account, have 
no occafion for you. But he told their ofi. 
cers, that their fidelity was not loft with 
him ; and that if the gods favour’d his de. 
figns, he would render it more happy than 
it had hitherto been. In the mean time, 
_ continued he, you are alone detain’d for your 
own intereft, and that only upon your pa 
role. 


Tue Carthaginian general, on his fide, 
had order’d the palace, in which king An- 
teus had refided in the city, to be open‘ 
for him. He did not find the officer, who 
had the care of it, fo nice and difficult as 
Cheres had found thofe of the garrifon. 
This officer, or fteward of the palace, had 
been extremely diffident of the king, fince 
he had fuffer’d the princefs to efçape with 
| Gifcon, | 
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Gifcon, tho’ he did not yet know if they went 
sway together, and whether he had carry’d 
her off. ‘Tho’ the king had order’d him to 
conceal this evafion, which, however, was 
no more a fecret, and he imagin’d that he 
was not fo much concern’d for the lofs of 
his daughter, as for that of his fon: never- 
thelefs, as both join’d together, expos’d him 
to the derifion of his enemies, he fear’d he 
ould have but a poor requital from the 
king, whofe treachery he better knew, than 
the officers of war, who had not been fo 
much his confidents as he; he therefore 
went of himfelf to meet the general, and 
offer’'d himfelf to him and his nation, as a 
fervant and fubjeét as faithful as he could have 
been by birth. The general defiring to fee all 
the apartments, in order to take poffeffion 
of them, the fteward whifper’d him, That 
there were private retirements in this palace, 
which he would be long in difcovering, 
without a guide who was perfectly ac- 
quainted with them ; and that, to give him 
a proof of his new fidelity, he would imme- 
diately conduét him to the place where the 
money was depofited, which the king had 
left to carry on the expences of the fiege. 
The general anfwer’d him ; That,firft of all, 
he accepted of the offer he made of his per- 
fon, and that he would find all manner of 
fafety and fatisfaétion with the Carthaginians : 
That he was befides oblig’d to him for 
fhortening 


f 
‘ 
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fhortening his fearch after a treafure, whid 
conquerors, tho’ it was abfolutely th, 
right, could not always obtain a difcoyery , 
of from the conquered ; but that he woul 
take the guards he had in his retinue with 
him, becaufe he had agreed with the com. 
mander Cheres, that they would diftriby: 
this fame money, if it was found, among 
the befiegers, to indemnify them for the 
pillage of the citizens, which the greed 
foldier expected as his due, after a ftom, 
Thefe guards were of fervice to raife à 
ftone, which was not to be diftinguifh 
from others in the pavement of a certain 
apartment, to which the fteward had the 
Key. ‘This ftone fhew’d, under a partition, 
which was remov’d without any noife, 4 
ledge which open’d a way to a fort of cave 
underneath, in which was a quantity of 
gold that would have been fufficient for 
fix months longer, if expences alone would 
do for the defence of a place. ea 


Tue Carthaginian general propos’d to 
diftribute this gold, by fo much a head, to 
all the foldiers of each army : but the offi- 
cers of the auxiliaries, full of the generofity 
of their commander, who was filent on this 
head, refus’d, in the name of all the troops, 
their fhare in the diftribution. They te- 
prefented, that they were not come to the 
fuccour of the Carthaginians, to _— df 

thet’ 
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hit pofleffions or gains ; and that, on fuch 
rms, their allies would be little better to 
them than their enemies: That twelve 
days labour, and one fingle attack, in 
which they had been employ’d, were 
not to becompar’d to the fatigues of fix 
months : and the reiterated actions which 
the chief army had gone through, and by 
which they had extremely facilitated the 
fuccefs of that which they had now been 
cncern’d in together‘: That, to conclude, 
the riches they had brought from their dif- 
cveries, had plac’d them in fuch circum- 
fances, that they could very well difpenfe 
with partaking of that money, which muft 
be very precious to a republick engag’d in 
war. The general, who had not the fame 
feafon to be filent as Cheres, reply’d, in 
the name of the Carthaginian army, That 
i would be unjuft for allies to engage, at 
their own expences, in quarrels they were 
no way concern’d ins and that they were 
too happy, to give them a fhare of the 
booty which they affifted in taking from 
theenemy : That the labours of a few days, 
and the fingle attack, to which fuch power- 
ful foreigners had rather led than accom- 
pany’d them, fav’d them perhaps more than 
fx months, as well labours as combats ; 
but that, to conclude, they however fub- 
mitted to the laft reafon they had alledg’d : 
D That they gaye way with pleafure to the 
profperity 
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profperity of the Phœnicians and iflander 
of Taprobane ; and that they confented, ‘ty 
the total deliverance of their empire, to re 
ceive more than one favour, and to have 
all manner of obligations to them. Thy 
the matter was decided ; and by an iffte 
not very common, their general conclu. 
fion was, to part nothing in matters 9 
gain. 


CHERES returning to the governor, found 
he had recover’d the ufe of his fpeech, 
After having congratulated him on that ac. 
count, and promis’ d him, in the name of 
the Carthaginians, all the refpe& his pru- 
dence and valour deferv’d, he waited with 
patience ’till all unncceflary attendants were 
retir’d, at the requeft of the phyficians ; at 
laft he defir'd them likewife, without any 
affectation, to go and refrefh themfelves in 
their tent, while he would look after the 
patient. Being at length left alone with 
him, he told him ; That feeing himfelf in 
the tent and bed of his conqueror, he might 
imagine that they had taken pofleffion of 
the papers he had about him: but (con- 
tinu’d he) I prefume to flatter myfelf, it 
will be a pleafure to you, when I tell you, 
that I am the only perfon in the world who 
knows any thing of the two. pieces you 
conceal’d, or even that there were any fuch. 
1 fhan't, however, reftore them to yO 

ave 
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hive I yet determin’d what ufe I fhall make 


ofthem: but you may be affur’d, on the . 


word I give you, I will never ufe them to 
our difadvantage, nor otherwife than to 
sour honour. I don’t propofe to a perfon 
ike you, to abandon his mafter’s caufe, as 
xridious and as barbarous as he may be, 
My general maxim, with regard to the 
ibjects of foreign powers, Is even to re 
ave every one, but to feduce none. But 
fides the fecurity, in which you are 
wing to be at Siga, as you are not ina 
dition to follow the fleet, which will 
kpart in two days, I don’t defpair of ren- 
ing you foon happy myfelf, without how- 


inians or the Pheenicians, or on me; ina 
ord, without making you change your 
untry, I can’t give you any farther account 
fa project which as yet is but imaginary ; 
it you may already hereby perceive what 
em and friendfhip I bear for the worthy 
rants of a mafter who is not fo, 


THE governor began his acknowledg- 
ents; which would have heen long, if 
¢ had exprefs’d the fulnefs of his heart. 
heres, not to give him the diffatisfaétion 
fifling entirely his teftimonies of thanks, 
tr'd him to fay, That the happieft day 
‘his life, was that in which-his defeat, 
being wounded, and taken prifoner, 
NE i U had 


er having any dependance on the Cartha= . 


6, 


_ and by adding the fix thoufand for the gi 
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had pfocur’d him the compaffion of th 


only true hero who perhaps had ever be 
Cheres ftopp'd him there, by telling hing, 
His condition would not allow of his talk A 
ing longer. ‘The phyficians foon return’ i ; 
and he, for his part, went to lie that nigh , 
on board his veffel, whither, fince his aim, 
rival, he had been but once every day, i, 


fee young Tygeus, who had not landed, à, 


THE next forenoon Cherès order d ty 
wounded ‘governor to be convey’d into thi, 


city, and he himfelf follow’d him. Him, 
recommended him with a great deal of ac 
fe&tion to the new governor, whom til} 
general had nam’d, according to the diay, 
fition which the fenate had fent him befor, 
hand. He added, That this prifoner wal, 
very neceflary perfon for the fettlement GM), 


the future peace. The general then left (ay 
city with Cheres, not to return again. Hi, 
had receiv'd orders long before, to return 
Carthage ‘immediately after the. furrend 
of Siga, with fixty veflels of the hundr 
which had been fent thither ; and thi 


_ thoufand men, if he could, of the fy 
with which he had begun the fiege. Thai, 
had then loft about ten thoufand mag, 


tifon, according to this account, there col 
#emain only fourteen thoufand men to 
catp in ‘the country round about 5k 

* | , > - The 


2 
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They employ’d that day in imbarking the 
oops ; not forgetting the garrifon which 
had furrender’d, and was already diftributed 
among them. ‘The officers who were pri- 
fners were put on board of the general’s 
velel, and admitted to his table, by the 
advice of Cheres ; contrary to the cuftom 
of thofe days, and efpecially of Anteus, 
who, according to the practice of the bar- 
barians, kept his prifoners of war in irons. 
The general likewife took with him the 
fteward of the palace and his family, whom 
he look’d upon as a Carthaginian family. 
Cheres approv’d his conduct ; but he told 
him privately, That when the fteward was 
receiv’d at Carthage as a citizen, and even 
povided with whatever was neceflary for © 
in honeft fubfiftence, he ought to take care 
how he intrufted any publick office to a de- 
ferter. Cheres’s fleet, which did not ex- 
ceed forty veflels, was not fo numerous as 
that of the Carthaginians, who carry’d back 
ixty: but it made a more beautiful appear- 
ance ; fo that the greater feem’d only to be 
the retinue or tenders upon the lefs : All 
thefe veffels departed from the port of Siga 
the following day, and made fail together 
towards Carthage. 


THis fleet, tho’ it had not fuftain’d 
iny great tempefts, was extremely retarded 
by the winds, which were always contrary ; 

U 2 and 
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and they were more than a month ona pif. ME 
fage which was often perform’d in lefs than M © 
a week. During this interval, Gifcon, whom ? 
had obtain’d thirty thoufand men of them ° 
Capfans, was marching on the banks of them" 
Bragada, a noted river, the mouth of which ? 
is between Utica and Carthage. Anteuimm © 
had no certain news of this fuccour, ’till he ‘ 
heard it was arriv’d at Membrefla, a litt i 
town on this river, about fourteen or fiftealmm ” 
leagues diftant to the fouthward from the h 
capital he was befieging. He then thouet 
it neceflary to make a confiderable detach” 
ment of his troops, to fecure a victory which " 
he look’d upon as of great confequence, un ac 
_ der the prefent circumftances of his affair 
but as they had not difcover’d the who | 
number of the Capfans, he believ’d he ha bn 
fent double their number when he detach' 4 ™ 
thirty thoufand men againft them. He » 
pointed one of the moft experienc’d of hi d 
captains to command them ; but he 145" 
main’d himfelf, with the reft of his army in 
which was yet numerous, before Carthage “” 
chat it might not be faid that any the" 
could make him defift from, his main defign W 
as befides, he expected every day to {ec th + 
viétorious fleet arrive from Siga ; and he wag" 
perfonally exafperated againft Cheres, wig” 
had carry’d away, and yet detain’d his foo L 


he referv’d his own perfon to oppofe t! 
fatal enemy, a comparifon with whom > 
eradet 
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graded him in the minds of men, and who 
depriv’d him of that advantage of publick 
prepofleflion, fo neceflary to the boldnefs 
of conquerors. Gifcon’s troops, which had 
march’d but flowly, and always in countries 
belonging to the Capfans, or to the Cartha- 
ginians, were much frefher at their arrival 
than thofe of Anteus. It is true, the latter 
had refided in the country almoft fix months: 
but it was before the ramparts, which they 
had frequently been oblig’d to attack, and 
fom whence they had been almoft every 
night expos’d to the fallies, which had 
more than once put the befiegers upon the 
defenfive. 


G1scown having had intelligence at Mem- 
brefla, that the enemy was advancing to 
meet him, crofs’d over to the eaft of the 
iver, oppofite to the town, but on the fame 
fde as Carthage ; he feem’d, by that, to 
give the enemy the advantage, by faving 
them the trouble of crofling the river to 
come to him: but he had difcover’d a fin- 
gular advantage by incamping in that place. 
We muft obferve, that to go from Carthage 
toCapfa, the high-road was on the eaft of 
the river to Membrefla ; but that there the 
way was ftopp’d by mountains which were 
extremely barren, or, to {peak more pro 
ply, by fteep rocks ; fo that a little be- 
j EN 3 fore 
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fore paflengers met with this obftacle, they | 
pafs'd a bridge which led to the town, from | 
whence they continu’d their way, at leaf 
for fome days journey, on the weftern banks 
of the river. It was in thjs fort of bottom 
or inclofure, on the other fide of Membreffa, | 
where Gifcon rang’d fifteen thoufand Cap. 
fans in order of battle, early in the morning 
the day he expected the arrival of the 
enemy : Thefe were all the men he had 
regularly arm’d ; and indeed all, who hav- 
ing march’d in a body, could be difcover'd 
and of whom Anteus’s {pies could give him 
an account. It is likewife neceffary to ob- 
ferve, that this bottom or inclofure, which 
extended farther than the paffage to the 
bridge by half a league, was about two hun- 
dred paces broad in its whole depth, and 
that this breadth was border’d on one fide 
by the banks of the river, and on the other 
by an unequal wall of rocks, as high, and 
almoft as perpendicular as thofe at the end 
of it. The Tingitan general, who had or- 
ders to attack the enemy, coming thither 
about the middle of the forenoon, had no 
great trouble to infpire his troops with a 
contempt of an enemy, to whom they be- 
liev’d they were double in number: He 
even rally’d Gifcon at a diftance, for having 
 depriv'd himfelf of all other retreat but that 
of throwing himfelf into the river, re 
e 
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he hould find his army ftreighten’d, as it 
would foon be. Gifcon gave him no other 
nfwer but the fignal for battle. His foldiers, 
who at firft advanc’d to enter into aétion, 
had orders to retreat by degrees to a certain | 
line, to give the Tingitan army room to 
cme intirely into the bottom, beyond the 
plage to the bridge, and the place where 
the rocks began. Their general had already 
given orders for them to fight hand to hand, 
nd only to make ufe of their fwords or 
javelins againft an enemy who were befet, 
The combat was carry’d on in this manner 
for fome time on both fides, when the Tin- 
sitans were furpriz’d by a frightful number 
of enormous ftones, which came tumbling 
down upon them on the fide of the wall, 
and which the inequalities they met with 
in their fall, made to rebound to a great 
diftance among their ranks. The firft tumult 
which this furprize caus’d, made them drive 
thofe of their comrades, who were neareft 
the banks, into the river; and thus their 
general’s rallery againft Gifcon fell on them- 
felves. ‘That which caus’d a yet greater 
admiration amongft them was, that, lifting 
up their eyes to find out the origin of 
this annoying attack, they, for a long 
while, could obferve no one who put thefe 
terrible mafles, which continued to soll 
down upon them, into motion, At laft, 
| > de Vs how- 
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however, they perceiv’d fome heads of men 
who began another exercife with them, ï 
foon as they obferv’d their firft had driven 
the Yingitans too far from the foot of the 
rocks. ‘This natural wall, along which, 
in all appearance, a Roe-buck would! 
hardly have clamber’d, was in a moment 
cover’d with a vaft number of expert arch. 
ers, who, by jumping from one point to an. 
other, never mifs’d, not only the man the 
aim’d at, but that part of his body which 
they pitch’d upon. Upon the top of the 
wall at the end, appear’d other archer, 
who knew how to direét their arrows over! 
the heads of their own people, to reach 
thofe of the Tingitans. The latter began 
then to waver ; and the Capfans, who were 
arm’d from head to foot, attacking them 
immediately body for body, they began to 
fight pell-mell. The archers on the wall 
did not, however, difcontinue their exer- 
cife ; they made no difficulty of fhooting at 
a Tingitan who was engag’d with a Capfan, 
being very well affur’d their arrows would 
not hit wrong : And their comrades below 
were as well affur’d of their expertnels. 
They mix’d themfelves with the enemy, 
and purfu’d every advantage without being 
any-ways apprehenfive on that account; 
being very well fatisfy’d that they would 
dufficiently. diftinguifh them, and that x 
. : : hands 
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hands of their comrades were as fure as their 
ims * The Tingitans gave way at laft, 
and took their flight towards Carthage. - 
Their general thought it very well to get 
furteen or fifteen thoufand men together 
of the thirty he had brought along with 
him: but the Carthaginian peafants, who 
were fled, at the march of this army towards 
Membreffa, encourag’d at its return, by the 
yidory Gifcon had obtain’d over it, were 
gather’d together in the high-roads. Tho’ 
they had no arms but inftruments of huf- 
bandry, they ftrangely harafs’d thefe van- 
quifh’d troops, who march’d in a precipi- 
tatemanner, and deftroy’d yet a great num- 
ber of their men. Gifcon follow’d them 
dofe, hoping to gain a farther advantage 
of the enemy, and to get into Carthage, un- 
der favour of the difcouragement which this 
fyetacle would neceffarily put the befiegers 
army into. | | 


Anteus, who had plac’d himfelf at the 
end of the road by which thefe fugitives 
were to return ; inftead of giving ear to the 
juftification their general had prepar’d, caus’d 


* To juftify what is here faid of the Capfans, it is 
enough to refer our readers to the learned commentary 
ofthe R. F. Calmet on the Bible ; where, {peaking of the 
expertnefs of the Gibeonites, of whom mention is made 
in the aoth chapter of Judges, he relates divers curious 
fads, which it would be unnecefiary to repeat here. 


him 


298 Ihe Life of SETHOSs. 


him to be ftrangled as foon as he arriy'q . 
and afterwards, ordering this miferable re. 
mainder of vanquifh’d foldiers to be decim. 
ated, he infpir’d his own army with thg 
terror which began to be a relief to his ene. 
mies. He even withdrew of his own accord 
the quarters he had plac’d before that gate 
of Carthage which fac’d Capfa, or the fouth, 
and which, without this precaution, would 
have been between the conqueror who was 
coming, and the befieged whofe courage 
was confiderably augmented by his arrival, 
He was fenfible, that it would have been 
better for him to have affembled his whole 
army againft him, than to fuffer a fuccour 
of thirty thoufand men to enter the city: 
but, as his ill fate would have it, the very 
fame day they had difcover’d the fleet 
from Siga, which might perhaps difimbark 
in the very time of his engagement with 
Gifcon, and by attacking him in the rear, 
might rout him in fuch manner, that he 
would never be able to recover himfelf: 
fo, neglecting the inconvenience which was 
moft prefling, for that which he efteem’d 
the moft confiderable, he kept all his troops 
to oppofe the defcent which he thought 
Cheres would attempt on the coafts of Car- 
thage on this fide Bagrada, and clofe to the 
plain which he was encamped upon before 
the walls of that city. , 
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Bur Cheres, after having fhewn his fleet 
‘athe road in a noble and formidable order, 
reed with the general, That, to have time 
mough to refrefh themfelves, they would 
| land towards evening on the other fide 
‘of the Bagrada, in the port of Utica, that 
maritime city, which the death of Cato has 
fnce render'd fo renown’d, and which An- 
tus, who in this war had made no provi- 
fon for the fea, nor its coafts, had not 
thought worth his fecuring. ‘Thus it was 
that this king, lofing himfelf in his own 
conjeCtures, fail’d in the important point of 
fopping or repulfing Gifcon, to wait for an 
memy who, however, did not come near 
him. Cheres, upon his arrival at Utica, 
was foon inform’d of the advantage of the 
battle of Membreffa, and the return of 
Gifcon to Carthage. It is umpoffible to ex- 
prefs the joy it was to this hero, that the 
winds had detain’d him fo long ; and that 
Gifcon, without ftanding in need of his fuc- 
cour, had fo happily begun to repair his 
falings, to recover his honour, and even — 
o regain the confidence and love of the 
Carthaginians. It was likewife upon this 
occafion that the fenate, to fatisfy the earneft 
demands of all the people, and the defire of 
their abfent prince, pronounc’d a general 
pardon, without any exception, in fayour 
of Gifcon the conqueror. « 
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the report of it, which was come as far a 


the arrival of this fleet having caft the enemy 
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In the mean time, the fame fenate, who 
alone exercis‘d the fovereign authority jn the 
abfence of their prince, fent the next mom. 
ing a folemn deputation to Cheres. The 
thank’d him for the fervice he had already 
done the repulick of his own accord, as wel 
at Tingi as Siga. They added, that tho 
Gifcon had brought the Capfan fuccours, be i | 
fore he had in any-wife reckon’d upon the ge. 
nerous affiftance of the two illuftrious nations 
which compos’d his fleet, Gifcon himfelf 
acknowledg’d, that the bare approach of this! 
fleet had chang’d the fate of Carthage. That 


Membrefla, had encourag’d the Capfans in 
the battle they had gain’d: and that, in fhort, 


into a perplexity what courfe to take, was 
the real and only caufe that the Capfans were 
enterd into Carthage without oppofition, 
They finifh’d their fpeech by an intreaty they 
made to Cheres, that he would be general of 
the troops which kept the field, to the con- 
clufion of this war, while Gifcon fhould com- 
mand in the city, and the general who came 
with him from Siga fhould remain com- 
mander of the Carthaginian fleet, without 
any power over that of Cheres. 


_CHERESs anfwer’d the deputed fenators, | 
that he accepted of their offers in whatever 
| Was 
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us of fervice and advantage to the Cartha- 
ginians. But that as it was important for 
hem to act in concert, and that they could 
jot fucceed in that but by a fubordination, 
he took the liberty of propofing to them ano- 
ther fcheme of titles. This was, to nominate 
Gifcon generaliffimo, refiding in Carthage as 
‘the centre ; which would not even difplace 
[the particular governor of Carthage. The 
general, who was return’d from Siga, might 
be general on land, becaufe all his troops 
which were landed, were not to ferve other- 
wife; and he, Cheres, would remain as he 
was, commander of the auxiliary fleet for the 
fervice of fea or land, as occafion might re- 
quire. He added, that he did not doubt but 
the fenate would have made this choice, were 
it not for the civility they were defirous of 
fhewing to fuch a ftranger as himfelf, and 
| which he would not abufe. The deputed 
fenators reply’d, That it was juft as he had 
conjectur’d : But that the fenate had decreed 
in the fame meeting in which this matter 
was debated, that if the great care which 
they knew Cheres had in all places taken to 
leave every one his rank and funétion, fhould 
prevent his accepting a command which it 
| was but juft to offer him; thofe, fromwhom 
he would receive orders in outward fhew, 
and for form’s fake, fhould themfelves be 
directed to take his advice as a law. Cheres 
had nothing more to anfwer, but that he 
FE. j would 
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would repair to Carthage in one of his vefels 
the fame afternoon, to be more exa@ly in. 
form’d of the intentions of the fenate, and to 
put himfelf in a condition to act conformable 
to them. | 


T  £ deputies were hardly reimbark’d, x 
news was brought to Cheres, that a frigat 
juft arriv'd at the port of Utica, had fet st 
fhore a young man of goodly ftature, who 

‘d the favour of a private audience 
Cheres, having order’d him to be brought be. 
fore him, was himfelf furpriz’d at the noblenef 
and fweetnefs of his phyfiognomy, and con- 
ceiv'dat the bare fight of him, a fecret bent of 
friendfhip for him. The young man, feeing 
that thofe who had introduc’d him were re- | 
tir d fo far as not to overhear them, {aid to 
Cheres ; That he was defcended from a con- 
fiderable family in Egypt, and that his name 
was Pammus. I won’t conceal from you, | 
my lord, continu’d he, the real caufe of my 
voyage, unknown even to my own parents. | 
My family, with a defign of marrying me, 
have caft their eyes on an excellent perfon, 
whofe parents are not averfe to the propofal. 
J am likewife fo happy not to be refus'd by 
this charming damfel, who, however, is left | 
to the liberty of her choice. But before the 
celebration of our nuptials, which, fhepre- 
tends, our youth on both fides will allow | 
us to defer for fome time, fhe requires of me, 
: as | 
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ssa trial, which would be to my own ad- 
vantage to come and improve myfelf by your 
iftructions and example, in all the virtues 
both moral and military. She has confefs’d 
to me, that fhe could paffionately love a man 
who might have fome refemblance to you. 
0! my lord, dare I prefume to fay it ? as far 
331 can judge of myfelf, I perceive I have the 
unexpected happinefs in my love to be fome- 
thing like you in the face. How fortunately 
for me will this incident alleviate.the hard- 
hip of abfence ! I hope your goodnefs, by 
inftructing me in all the duties of a man of 
my condition, and by fending me to every 
peri] in your place, will foon give me fome 
refemblance with the noble qualities of your 
mind: Yes, my lord, I flatter myfelf, that, 
before I depart from you, I fhall become 
worthy of the object of my love, and, per- 
haps, of yourfelf. | Que 


Cueres, touch’d with the franknefs of 
this young man, and furpriz'd at the fame 
time, with fome circumftances of his dif- 
courfe, was contented, however, to acknow- 
ledge him, as an Egyptian, on his word, and 
believ’d it was more generous to abandon all 
other curiofity on his account. He told him, 


that after having endeavour’d to render fo — 


many fervices to ftrangers, he was overjoy’d 
that a young man of fo diftinguifh’d a birth, 
ashe feem’d to be, gave him the opportunity 

of 
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of ferving an Egyptian ; and, perhaps ac. 
cording to the degree of his birth, to map 

Egyptians in his perfon. He declar’d him 

from that inftant, his aid-de-camp, | It js, 
function, continu’d he, which will give you 
an opportunity of feeing and {peaking with 
me every hour. I won't refufe you eithe 
my advice or example, fuch as it may be: 
It will be for you to make a choice of 
following either. For a beginning, I wil 
conduct you to the young prince Tygeus 
whom we took at Tingi; and whom, fince 
the arrival of our fleet, I have lodg’d with 
me in the caftle of Utica. I have entrufted his 
education to fome Egyptian priefts, who 
have been willing to accompany me in all 
my voyage. You fhall be witnefs of the in- 
ftruétions which they give to a youth bom 
to be a king; and you will be pleas’d fome- 
times to fupply my place with him at his 
recreations. I will afterwards carry you to 
Carthage, whither I am going to receive the 
inftructions of the fenate upon the prefent 
fituation of affairs ; and during that time, 
you may take a view of the city. The cir- 
cumftance of a fiege, tho’ troublefome to 
the inhabitants, is a defirable object for a 
young man who is learning the art of war, 
Cheres then led young Pammus into the 
apartment of prince Tygeus. After having 
prefented them one to the other, he exhorted 
them to a mutal friendfhip: And the hous 
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of his exercifes being over, they all din’d to- 
gther; they three, the two Egyptian priefts, 
nd the two former governors, Thé con- 
«ration, during the repaft, was a little more 
gy, tho’ not lefs profitable for the two 
oung men than their leffons. Towards the 
middle of the afternoon, Cheres and Pam- 
nus imbark’d for Carthage; where they were 
to remain that night. Having been both 
rceivd by the chief of the fenators ; and 
the two apartments where they were to re- 
pole being fhewn them, after the evening’s 
rpaft, they rofe about an hour afterwards, 
without informing one another of it: the 
young man to repair to the ramparts, where 
in alarm was given; and Cheres to go to 
the council of war, whither he was invited, 
Young Pammus, whom Cheres had already 
mde known to Gifcon and the governor, 
made this night the firft trial of his arms, in 
anaflault; which was but inconfiderable in 
ilelf, becaufe Anteus only attempted it, to 
keep up fome fhew of a fiege which he had 
iready abandon’d in his mind. But the 
young Egyptian made it very confiderable — 
for him, by the great number of the ene- 
ny which he kill’d with his own hand, 
o threw down into the ditch. This firft 
aploit brought him immediately into great 
teem among the Carthaginians, who were 
witnefles of his courage; and the next day, 
with Cheres, who thought he had left him 
; Vou. IL. x in 
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in his bed. In relation to Cheres, what ha 


pen'd in the council of war, held upon hi 
arrival, was as follows : 


THe plurality of opinions foon ran upog 
attacking Anteus on every fide, in the almof 
certain hopes not only to make him raife th 
fiege, but not to leave him a fingle man « 
carry back again with him into his own coun 
try. Cheres, {peaking in his turn, faid, Th 
none could blame fuch an attempt as unjuft 
and that he himfelf would propofe it to th 
Carthaginians, if he dnieshié this flaughte 
more advantageous to them, than the gloriou 
peace which it was in their power to givet( 
all Africa. E won't alledge, faid he, the re 
medies to which defpair may drive an enem 
who perceives himfelf closd in on even 
fide ; becaufe it may be anfwer'd, that a toc 
imminent danger is fometimes hkewife th 
firft caufe of a difcouragement and an over 
throw. IY only propofe to offer you motive 
of honour and glory. The fuccefles of w: 
are not new; and the fiege of Carthage won 
be the firft which has been rais’d. But you 
empire has an opportunity, at this time, ¢ 
giving perhaps, the firft example of a par 
don granted-‘to agereflors who are humbled 
and maybe look’d upon as overcome. Princ 
Zoros has learnt, by his own experience, thé 
a love of peace’ ts not always fufficient {( 
maintain it; and that a vigorous refiftanc 
i 1 
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» fometimes the only fource of it. We 
ought not, indeed, to refolve upon feeking a 
ace from an unjuft and barbarous enemy 
who threatens us, unlefs in the utmoft ex- 
temity ; and the auguft fenate of Carthage 
ws prov'd by its conduct, that this fteadinefs 
one could preferve a ftate in all its fplen- 
dor. But at this time, my lords, it will be 
slrious for you to offer a peace, becauie you 
will do it as mafters, and upon what condi- 
tions you yourfelves fhall pleafe. My thoughts 
we therefore to make Anteus confent to fee 
il his troops difarm’d and imbark’d in your 
own veflels, which now lie empty in the 


vided with whatever is neceflary for their 
hbfiftance, taken firft from their ammuni- 
ion and their money, which fhall be im- 
brk'd with them, and advanc’d afterwards 
byyourfelves, in cafe of need, in the nature 
faloan. Their king fhall follow them in 
ifeparate veffel, having only with him four 
fhis officers whom he fhall choofe, like- 
me difarm’d. He alone, out of refpeét to 
is perfon, fhall be allow’d a fword by his 
ide. However, not to deprive them of their 
ms in their own country, they fhall be put 
ito other veffels, which fhall follow them; 
mt in which there fhall not be one fingle 
Mingitan. All this fleet, of which each vef- 
tl fhall be commanded by a Carthaginian, 
ll difimbark their troops fucceffively and 
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ven of Utica: But, in other refpetts, pro-~—— 
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in almoft equal numbers at Gypfara, the fr 
ortof the Mauritania Tingitana beyond Sig 
which belongs to you, at Metagonium, Ty 
mufida, Rufadis, and laftly at Tingi, whithe 
the king fhall be carry’d. There a fign thall | 
made to fome barks in the port, to come an 
take firft the arms, next the troops remaining 
from the other difimbarkations, and laftly th 
king: and your whole fleet, after having 
company’d him to the mouth of the harbou 
fhall return without going in. For the fecy 
rity of your payment, as well for the charg 
of this tranfport, as to indemnify the expence 
of the war, young Tygeus, whom I wil 
retain till you are entirely fatisfy'd, thal} 
your hoftage. But I prefume to advife yout 
moderate your demands, and not to diminif 
the price of your firft generofity, by expofin 
innocent people, with whom you will the 
be in peace, to cruel impofitions. You mu 
allow, my lords, continu’d Cheres, that t 
fend the Tingitans in this manner into the 
own country, will have a greater appearanc 
of fuperiority, than you will obtain by cuttin 
them in pieces. One part of the fuccefs¢ 
the latter will be attributed, with probabilit 
to fortune ; whereas tranfporting them i 
the manner I propofe, will be a pure effet 
of your will, and a very fignal mark of yo 
power. To conclude, as commodious as th 
will be for them, I depend alone upon 


extremes they are driven to, to make them 
cef 
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ent of it: But, in cafe of a refufal, my de- 
fon is to force them to it. They fhall be. 
id, that the paffage thro’ your territories can’t 
but be burdenfome and dangerous to both 
fdes ; and that therefore they have no other 
way for their return but what you offer them. 
If pride fhou’d excite Anteus to reject this 
ropofal, I will immediately follow your ad- 
vice; and in the battle you will then give, I 
hope to be of fervice to you both with my 
roops and perfon. The council fubmitted, after 
me difficulty, to the intentions of Cheres, 
They gave him full power to treat with 
Anteus, upon the footing he had propos’d ; 
ind only infifted upon this affair being brought 
wa conclufion within three days. Where- 
upon he return’d with Pammus to Utica, 
0 prepare every thing for the performance 
ofthe commiffion given him. | 


Tuey had hardly fet foot on land, when 
iherald came to Cheres with offers of peace 
fom Anteus. He told him, that the king, 
his mafter, promis’d to raife the fiege of 
Carthage the very moment he reftor’d his 
on. Cheres anfwer’d coldly, That the fiege 
of Carthage was already raisd; and that it 
was the Tingitan army which was now be- 
feg'd, and had reafon to afk quarter: But 
tat the Carthaginians not having any incli- 
fation to make an ill ufe of their advantage, 
X 3 they 
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they firft requir'd the king to confent imme. 
diately, that his prifoners, whom he had load. | 
ed with irons, might be releas d, and placd 
with their hands and feet free, between the 
van-guard of his army and the wall of the 
city. That on his fide, he would fend and 
defire Gifcon, or the governor of Carthage 
to range the prifoners, which the Carthag:.. 
nians had, in the fame manner, without the 
open gate, accompany d by a proper convoy 
of the garrifon. That then, without reckon- 
ing the number on either fide, they fhould 
fuffer every one to return under the banners 
of their prince ; or remain on the contrary 
fide, according to their own choice. He 
added, that when that was done, they would 
conclude upon the manner in which the 
king and his army fhould return to the 
Mauritania Tingitana. Cheres, having no 
great confidence in Anteus, was willing, 
before he declar’d his mind, to fecure the 
freedom of the prifoners ; for fear the king 
fhould exercife fome cruelty on them, in re 
venge for the fhame he found himfelf re: 
duc'd to. However, Anteus, to gain time 
and prevent any attack, confented to thi 
firft ftep in relation to the prifoners take 
at the fiege; tho’ he plainly forefaw, as it 
indeed happen’d, that he fhould not keep ont 
of the Carthaginians, and that three fourth 
of the Tingitans would remain with the 
enemy, 
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Wi Le this exchange was making, Che- 
es (hut himfelf up to write a long letter 
othe king. He told him at the begin- 
sing ; That to fpare him all difagreeable 
cxpoftulations by the mediation of a he- 
nld or third perfon, he took this method 
confer with him, under the fecrecy and 
flence of a letter. That he would firft of all 
inform him of the refult of the deliberation at 
(athage concerning his retreat. He then 
«xplain’d it in every circumftance : After 
which he added; I don’t know, my lord, 
whether you will be pleas’d or difpleas’d at 
the part I have had in this refolution of the 
nate. They carry d it at firft againft you 
(0 an expedient which offer’d by far more 
naturally to their minds: Which was, to 
tke advantage of the arrival of the Capfans, 
ind.of the troops which compofe the Car- 
thaginian fleet and mine, to furround you on 
ill fides, and to free you and your army from 
the uneafinefs of a retreat, by a general dif- 
cmfiture. I was the only one who op- 
pos'd this advice, which would notonly have 
inifh’d the prefent war, but, perhaps, have put 
you out of a condition ever toenter into any 
other ; and, to fay yet more, would have 
open d a way for the Carthaginians, if they 
hould have thought fit, to invade the Mauri- 
uma Tingitana. As they know I am no 
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favourer either of conquefts or conqueror | 
they did not fo much as alledge any fuch view 
tome. They were contented, fubmitting to 
the agreement I propos’d in your favour, with 
the honour which will accrue to them, of 
having voluntarily and generoufly given peace 
to Africa. It is juft, my lord, that, in cop. 
fideration of a gift, which at this time you 
ftand in fo much need of, you accept of the 
conditions impos'd upon you. As I may, per. 
haps, remain yet fome time amongft them, | 
I will endeavour myfelf to moderate the pe.| 
cuniary indemnification you are indebted to. 
them, for the unjuft war you have made upon 
them ; and I have already exhorted them to 
this moderation, But befides the means you 
have employ’d to come before the walls of 
Carthage ; the violation of all the promifes 
you had made Gifcon; in fhort, the indif- 
ference you yet fhew with regard to the prin- 
_ cefs your daughter, after having made her à 
fnare to intrap your enemy, ufage very un-! 
worthy of a king and father: all thefe juftify 
the Carthaginians in their denial of entring 
into any treaty with you, but upon the fill 
and entire accomplifhment of your retreat 
in fuch manner as they fhall think expedient. 
You will eafily imagine, my lord, that for 
an enemy’s army to crofs their territories, 
would be fufpicious on every account: And 
on the other hand, your troops muft rT 
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the fatigue of fo long a journey, the unhappy 
cnequence of a fix months fruitlefs fiege. 
You ought as little to be furpriz’d at my 
feping the prince your fon in my hands, 
san hoftage for the engagements you are laid 
der, and to which your undertaking has 
apos'd you. I will go farther: As you are 
inform’d of the education I give him, by 
means of the greateft men on earth for the 
knowledge of manners, you ought rather to en- 
treat mt to keep him fome years longer ; and 
hemight learn in this fchool, that a king can 
k no otherwife happy, but by fearing the 
ads, loving his fubjeéts, and obferving the 
ules of juftice, with regard to his neighbours, 
nd even his enemies. However, my lord, 
if thefe reafons don’t affect you, I know that 
my intentions, however advantageous to this 
young prince, don’t give me a right to de- 
tin him againft his father’s will And there- 
fore, as foon as you are return d into your capi- 
til, and from thence have fatisfy’d the Cartha- 
gintans, I will reftore your fon ; and for this I 
give you my word, which, thanks to the gods, 

never deceiv’d any one. No mention has 
ben made of Siga in the council; neither is 
it time yet to fpeak of it. It is a conqueft 
the Carthaginians have made, and I have 
ben affiftant in it myfelf: But I only did 
It by way of defence ; and the taking of 
this city is in reality one of the chief caufes 


of 
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of the deliverance of Carthage. If jun 
méafures could be taken for future and 
diftant events, my intention would be ty 
render Siga to your fon, when the courfe 
of human things fhall have plac’d him on 
your throne. The hopes he already gives 
of being one day an accomplith’d prince 
and the manner with which he anfwers the 
cares that are taken, under my infpedtion, 
to cultivate the excellence of his genius, 
might render him worthy of this regard from 
the Carthaginians ; and, if you defire it, 1 
will employ my influence to have this ar- 
ticle inferted in the treaty of peace which 
will be fent you to Tingi. For, with re- 
gard to you, my lord, if the Carthaginians, 
contrary to all appearance, fhould be in- 
clin’d themfelves to reftore this place to you, 
I can’t conceal it from you, I fhould ufe my 
utmoft endeavours to oppote it. You will 
be fenfible of the reafon, as foon as I have 
told you, that I took advantage of the 
fwoon, in which the governor of Siga, be- 
ing forely wounded, was brought into my 
tent, to take away the private letter you 
wrote him with your own hand, and the 
order you gave your foldiers to deftroy and 
pillage all the citizens of Siga. I am not fo 
inhuman to confent, that fubjetts be re- 
ftored to a prince fo averfe to them. This 
barbarous defign is hitherto a fecret to the} 
whole world, except the governor and m6, 


ant 


The Life of SETHOS. 315 


sdwe have neither of us any inclination 
pdivulge it. And to fay the truth, your 
memies themfelves, and thofe who envy 
you, would have no need to make ufe of it 
mint you. You have fince that fhewn by 
wher examples, what even yout foldiers 
veto fear from an injuftice arifing per- 
ups from your misfortune, and which your 
misfortune ought however to put you out 
fconceit of : for it appears, that, for fome 
ime, all your troops only wait the oppor- 
unity of fome ill fuccefs to leave you. 
This, my lord, ought to engage you to 
lave a yet greater efteem for your officers 
who were made prifoners at Siga ; becaufe, 
mowing you better than your foldiers do, 
hey have not to this hour departed from 
their fidelity to you. They fhall be re- 
fred to you, if they defire it. 


The truth of thefe fats, and the juftice 
of the reproaches contained in this letter, 
dove Anteus into defpair. He diflembled, 
however, his refentment to the meflenger 
who delivered it him ; and only told him, 
that Cheres himfelf knew very well, that he 
could not anfwer his letter in a moment; 
but that in general he was willing to re- 
tre in the manner he propos’d ; and was 
preparing to tranfport his troops to the 
other fide of the river, with the condition 
only of fome circumftances of honour, es 
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he would defire of him in his anfwer, or}; 
a herald, 


Tr was not long after the return of th 
meflenger, before a herald came from An 
teus to Cheres ; who told him, in the name 
of the king his mafter, That an army whic 
was yet in a good condition, and did no 
raife the fiege out of any urgent neceffity 
might with reafon expect the fame honour 
which were generally granted to a garrifor 
that capitulates at the point of an intended 
ftorm : which was to march in order, wit 
colours flying, trumpets founding, and thei 
arms in their hands, That he confented al 
his troops fhould lay down thefe their arms 
one after another, as they came to the thor 
where they were to imbark. ‘That on the 
other hand, it was but juft, that all the troops 
_ of both fleets fhould form two ftrong lines 

onthe weftern bank of the river, thro’ which 
the Tingitans fhould pats, to be obferv’d in 
their march ; if they could fufpeé that their 
inferiority, and an open afflurance was not 
of force to reftrain them. ‘That, in fhort, 
there fhould be not one on horfeback but 
the king himfelf, who would have no other 
offenfive weapon but his fword. Cheres 
immediately anfwered, that he was perfuad- 
ed the Carthaginians would not retard the 
departure of the Tingitans for a point of 
ceremony ; and that he granted in their 
name 
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ume the king’s defire. He only infifted, 
that, as the day was already pretty far fpent, 
ey fhould not begin to pafs the river on 
wntons which they had made, and kept in 
oder themfelves for the fiege, till the next 
morning at break of day; becaufe they 
ould not till then conveniently range the 
bidiers of both fleets for the king’s army to 
pafs thro’. | 


| As foon as theherald was departed, Cheres 
went to find the Carthaginian general, to ac- 
quaint him with this demand of king An- 
eus, and the confent he had thought proper 
bo give to it. He added, that as Anteus 
was to be alone on horfeback, it would be 
but generous on their fide to have likewife 
but one, and that he would with pleafure 
gve him that honour. The general anfwer- 
ed, That he was juft going to feek him to 
hew him an order of the fenate, which he 
had juft received ; and by which he had 
commiffion to convey the Tingitans into their 
own country, and to have an eye upon their 
imbarkation, if they accepted of the pro- 
pofal Cheres had made for their return: 
That therefore he was obliged to be with 
the veflels which were to obferve this their 
‘imbarkation. ‘That thence it followed of 
courfe, independant of all other reafons, 
that Cheres muft be on horfeback to com- 
mand the lines, compos’d as well of Cartha- 
ginians 
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ginians as his own troops, thro” which th 
befiegers were to march. This being thy 
concerted between them, Cheres fent to Car 
thage to inform the council of war of th; 
new circumftance, as a thing in itfelf of 
httle confequence. But then he recommen 
ded it as a point of honour, which he thought 
of importance to obferve, that none of the 
troops who were in Carthage fhould come 
out, not to intimidate enemies, who had ; 
a handfome manner complied with whateve 
had been required of them ; and the rather, 
as there were troops enough about Utica to 
oppofe them, if, inftead of furrendring them- 
felves, they fhould offer to engage with 
them. ” 


Anteus thinking he could no ways fave 
his honour but by a laft effort of perfidy, 
employed the remainder of the evening in 
_ founding the chief officers of his army con- 
cerning a defperate attempt for the next 
morning. He perfuaded them, and urg’d 
them to hint the fame to their foldiers; 
That he had been advis’d by faithful fpies, 
the defign of the Carthaginians was to drown 
them all, afloon as they came into the main 
fea, and long before they could fee their 
own fhores. ‘That the king, not willing to 
expofe them tothe hazard of a battle, in 
which they muft engage with the troops of | 
Carthage and thofe of Utica at one ” the | 
| ame 
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Ame time, had with fubtlety opened the 
wy tothe only relief that was in his power: 
which was the liberty he had obtained for 
hem to pafs on the other fide of the river, 
with their weapons in their hands, thro’ an 
my not more numerous than theirs. That 
f they had any courage, they would rea- 
lily expofe themfelves to a doubtful death 
w avoid one that was certain. ‘That the 
fenal for the attack fhould not be given 
them, till they fhould be together on the 
bfty plain which bordered the banks on the 
other fide: And that, to conclude, thofe 
who came laft over the pontons, fhould 
render them of no ufe to the troops of the 
tty which might follow them. He affur’d 
them, that at the conclufion of the battle, 
inwhich, befides the equality of troops, 
they would have the advantage of the fur- 
prize, he would difpenfe with their return 
o the fiege of Carthage, which was too 
well defended. That he willingly facrifie’d 
lo them a glory, which, in fome manner, 
only concern’d him: but that he would give 
upto them, as a prey, for the alleviation 
oftheir march, afl the cities they fhould 
meet with on the fouthern confines of the 
Mauritania Sitifenfis and Maffæfylienfis, 
thro’ which it would be moft proper for 
them to take their retreat. Thefe impo- 
tures and promifes made an impreffion upon 
thefe barbarians : and in return of the good 
will 
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will the king exprefled for them, they pr 

mifed to ftand by him faithfully. As th 
march was to be by ten in a rank, they ha 
orders, at the inftant of the attack, to tun 
five one way and five the other, againft th 
lines of the enemy, which would be oneact 
fide of them. The king was to march; 
the rear, and they were not to engage til 
he was upon the eminency. To conclude 
The firft ranks which came to the veffels be 
fore the fignal, had orders to deliver uy 
their arms, and to fuffer themfelves to be 
imbark’d, the better to deceive the enem 

to whom afterwards they fhould plead ig 
norance. This part was given to thofe whe 
were infirm, and would hardly have beer 
able to follow the army in its retreat. 


THE next morning, afloon as the dawn 
appeared, Cheres caus’d the troops of the 
two fleets to be rang’d, from the place where 
the Tingitans were to enter the plain, toa 
certain {pace of the fhoar which was on the 
fide of Utica: for it had not ‘been though 
_ proper to let them pafs thro’ the town to 
_gotothe port. The plain was moreover 
_ bounded by downs, which ftood perpendi- 
cular in the water, at the angle made by 
the mouth of the river and the fea; and 
from whence foon began a low fhore, 4 
well on that fide towards the river, as on 
the other towards the fea. As the two 

: lines 
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ines of foldiers, who feem’d to be placed 
here rather for a fhew than a defence, were 
frming, Cheres took care to tell them, or 
aus d them all to be told privately, That 
tho he had no reafon to miftruft the ene- 
ny, they fhould always be upon their 
ward; and that without fufpeéting any one, 
hey fhould be attentive to the fecurity of 
her army. That neverthelefs, they fhould 
mke no motion of their own heads, and 
hat they fhould in every circumftance wait 
he orders of their officers. Cheres rode a 
hufe which had been given him by the 
ing of Guiney, and which he himfelf had 
managed, at every leifure hour he had had 
mall the coafts where his fleet had after- 
yards touch’d. Young Pammus was on 
hot, and would have continued fo, if no- 
ing extraordinary had happened; but a 
horfe was led at fome diftance, which he 
was to mount at the firft fign of any dif- 
bance, to carry the commander’s orders 
nevery fide. The firft ranks of the Tingitan 
my were come direétly to the veflels, where 
egeneral ordered them on board, when 
it king on horfeback, and by himfelf, ap- 
kred at a great diftance on the eminence 
tthe plain. Cheres went to meet him, 
id began to march on his left hand, as 
ell to do him honour, as to have a watch- 
leye over him. The king himfelf, who 
ally knew him to be Cheres, made as if he 
Vou. IL. Y had 
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had a mind to enter into converfation wi 
him. But thofe of the Tingitan officer 
who were to be at that time about themiddi 
of the fpace, had orders to give the fign 
for battle. Pammus, who was not far fio, 
them, was the firft who perceiv'd it, b 
fome words they had before let drop, ani 
ran immediately to His horfe, which alwa 
followed him very clofe. So, upon the firftt 
mult that was made, Cheres cafting his eye 
upon him, faw him mounted ; and infta 
of orders, only made him a fign with hi 
hand to give directions for the attack. Thi 
young man acquitted himfelf of his com 
miffion in an extraordinary manner, and pur 
fued it during the whole time of the battle 
not but that he frequently fought the eye 
of his commander to receive his order 
But either he did not fee him, or only x 
ceived a fign of approbation at a diftanc 
He pafed thro’ the enemies a great numb 
of times, with the help of his horfe, to g 
from one line to the other to fortify tl 
ranks, or to hinder them from mixing wit 
them. Ina word, it was he, who, in for 
manner, commanded the battle. For on 0 
fide the Carthaginian general had enous 
to do to oppofe the Tingitans, who aft 
the ten or twelve firft ranks were imbarkt 
fell upon him by the fide of his veflel 
and, on the other hand, Cheres, who r 
thé 
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hat all went well in the main of the battle, 
kept clofe to the king. He never left him 
y any fingle motion alone: His horfe, 
which was much lighter than: that of An- 
ts, wheel’d continually about his, fo that: 
k immediately deprived this prince of all: 
ipection over a perilous and rafh engage~ 
ent, of which he had hoped no fuccefs 
ut from his conduct and experience, which 
twas not in his power to exercife. It was 
nvain that he attempted a hundred? times 
) pierce his enemy ; he always warded off 
is blows. But as the king was in very 
lofe armour from head to foot, Cheres could 
ever hurt him for want of perceiving the | 
ints. The king griev’d to fee that his 
ficers did not know whom to confuit in 
he diforder which encreas’d upon them, 
adat laft to Cheres, That he did not think 
is misfortune would have reduc’d him to 
gage in fingle combat with’ a man, who 
imfelf pretended to be no more than an un- 
nown foldier. Cheres anfwered in a lofty 
me, It is enough for me that I know myfelf 
0 attack Anteus ; and without any further 
poftulation, every man has right over a 
aitor, Let us fee then, replied Anteus, if 
ou are worthy of a regular combat with 
x, Let the battle between the two na- 
ns ceafe, and let their quarrel be deci- 
kd by him of us two who fhall overcome 
ne other. You fpeak:too late, faid Cheres, 
72 for 
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for the general decifion : The Tingitan; 
are vanquifh’d; and if they were, not yet 
I fhould be cautious how I let people, whe 
don’t belong to me, depend upon my par 
ticular convention with you: You have nc 
thing to expect from me but the fingle com 
bat which 1 offer you at the end of yond 
downs, after the victory of the Carthagini 
ans. But during this dialogue, the Tingi 
tans being driven’ to extremity, furren 
der d of themfelves, protefting that the 
king had engaged them, againft their will 
to this treachery. 


THEN Anteus, leaving the field of bat 
tle, went firft to the place appointed, wher 
he found a large open fpot of ground 
The conquerors and new prifoners follow’ 
him by their eyes; Cheres, in paffing alon 
their ranks, order’d his people, with a lou 
voice, not to come after him, or lend him an 
afhftance : He had, however, that day 
other armour on but an helmet, and a ver 
light cuirafs, both rather for ornament tha 
a combat, of which he had little thoughts 
and he had even the generofity, or grea 
nefs of mind, not to {peak of this differen 
to Anteus : but having very well obfer 
the rider and the horfe he had to comb 
with, and willingly allowing them the 4 
vantage they had in force over him 4 
his, he prefum’d to depend on the fup 

riorit 
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jority of his skill, and the nimblenefs of 
hs horfe. The beginning of this combat 
femd, on the fide of Cheres, to be only 
om the defenfive. ‘The king, not being 
able to give his adverfary one blow, aim’d 
at the head of his horfe ; but Cheres fe- 
urd that as carefully as his own : And 
what furpriz’d the king yet more; it 
fem'd, and was truly the cafe, that Cheres 
‘avoided the wounding his horfe, as much as 
he took care to fecure his own: fo, returning — 
tothe rider, he perceiv’d he gave way, and 
he believ’d it was either out of fear, or at 
kat the impoffibility, which his enemy 
prceiv’d, of finding a paflage through the 
amour he had on. Cheres, having thus 
ais d by degrees the confidence or prefump- 
tion of his enemy, began to fly ; but by 
wheeling about, to make the rider and horfe 
who follow’d him giddy : At length, turn- 
ing at once, and appearing apprehenfive 
of being overtaken, he took flight towards 
the fea, not according to the fwiftnefs of 
his own horfe, but to that of the king’s, 
Anteus, having no fear of falling, while he 
had Cheres before him, gave a loofe to his 
horfe’s reins : but Cheres, being juft upon the 
brink of the fpot of ground, turn’d his horie 
hort to the left, and let Anteus pafs by him. 
The king us’d his utmoft endeavours to ftop 
his horfe, but in vain: The force he us’d 
only made him tumble the fooner; and, 

+3 throwing 
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throwing his rider over his head, they bot 
fell into the fea, one on the one fide, an, 
the other on the other, in the fight of pe 
fleet which was below, and of all thofe hdl this 
were neareft the brink above. The Cy He 
thaginians and their allies immediately fi); 
the air with acclamations of joy ; to whic 
the Tingitans were not far from addin 
theirs : but Cheres put a ftop to them 
faying ; No, the victory is not compleat 
till I have fecur’d the death, or at leaf 
captivity, of a man whom no convention 
or treaties will bind. To crown al hi 


treachery to you, he has had the bafene@ tra 
to challenge me to a fingle combat, tho’ hai yo 
faw I was lightly arm’d, and knew, that by yo 
the unufual manner in which he had fecur dill be 
himfelf, he was invulnerable. In acceptingiiill th 
his challenge, I could have no other depend is 
ance, but the expedient with which the god « 
infpir’d me, and have given fuccefs to : ne-l A 
verthelefs, I won’t leave him room to rh 
proach me, that I have led him to another p 
field of battle, whither I won’t follow him. { 
Cheres immediately ran down the way which n 
went to the low fhore. Anteus, who was not | 


fall’n far from this fhore, recover’d it foonet 
than his horfe, that was yet fwimming. As 
ioon as he perceiv’d Cheres was within 
hearing, he faid ; Alight from your horle 
to combat with me without advantage, 0! 
to receive my {word, which I deliver upto 
you, 
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ou, as your prifoner. Cheres being about 
0 alight to accept of the king’s laft offer, 
grœiv'd that he took the opportunity of 
this moment to advance and ftrike at him. | 
He had, however, time to gain the ground, 
nd to faee Anteus, whofe blow he warded 
(ff: but obferving that his enemy’s cuirafs 
was diforder’d by the fall, he aim’d fo well 
at him, that he pierc’d him thro’ and thro’, 
nd laid him at his length upon the fand. 
He then faid to him; Anteus, I have 
deferr’'d your death as long as I poffibly — 
ould, tho’ I thought it neceflary for the 
ranquillity of Africa, and the happinefs of 
your fubjeëts : I will likewife tell you for 
your comfort in death, That your fon fhall 
be put in pofleffion of your dominions in 
their whole extent, and that your daughter 
is acknowledg’d heirefs to the Carthagintan 
empire by prince Zoros and his fenate. 
Anteus was going to utter fome words, but 
he could not, fo asto to be heard, and ex- 
pir'd upon the fpot. Several officers and 
bidiers, as well of the Carthaginian as Phoe- 
nician fleet, coming then to meet Cheres, 
he intreated them to bury the king’s corpfe 
in the catacombs of Utica; becaufe he 
would not, as he faid, execute his vengeance 
onthe dead, as was practis’d by fome na- 
tions more barbarous than they beliew’d 
themfelyes to be. 


er THIS 
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Tus hero, having thus render’d a greater 
fervice to mankind by the death of the fecond 
Anteus, than Hercules by that of the firft 
was now only folicitous how the two nations, 
whofe war he had put an end to, might en- 
joy the fruits of his victory : but preferving 
always the fame good-will for the Cartha- 
ginians, his private zeal was already turn'd 
towards the Tingitans, as thofe who now 
had moft need of him: above all, he look’d 
upon himfelf as a guardian intrufted not 
only with the education, but with the crown 
of young Tygeus ; and the more intrufted 
with both, as the melancholy circumftances 
of affairs had oblig’d him to facrifice his | 
father with his own hand. Before he re. 
afcended the plain, he went to the fide of 
the veflels where the Carthaginian general 
yet ftood ; he told him, That this laft event 
having chang’d the difpofition which the | 
fenate had made of the Tingitan army, he 
thought it beft for the troops of both fleets | 
carefully to keep the prifoners they had 
juft made, ’till they receiv’d frefh orders. 
The general anfwer’d, That this caution 
feem’d very proper, and that he would not 
‘till then carry his veflels back again to 
Utica. Cheres coming immediately to the | 
plain, publifh’d this new difpofition firi | 
to the Carthaginians, and then to his own | 
_ people. Now, as they had all hitherto re- 
main’d | 
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gain’d almoft in the fame ranks as they had 
given battle, they were weary of ‘being fo — 
lng upon duty ; it was therefore very ac- 
ceptable to the Carthaginians to have an 
oder to retire with their booty into the 
houfes or barracks of Utica, where they 
generally refided : but the foldiers of Che- 
s's fleet had no other refidence but their 
yeflels which were in the haven ; and it was 
thither they convey’d all their Tingitan 
pifoners, who furpafs’d by three parts in 
number thofe which the Carthaginians had 
| made. 


Durine this retreat, which was very 
peaceable on both fides, Cheres took Pam- 
mus afide, and gave him commiffion to go 
and privately to aflure prince T'ygeus, to 
whom he would not appear 10 foon himfelf, 
That he acknowledg’d him king of the 
Mauritania Tingitana : ‘That he would 
employ his perfon, influence, and all his 
forces, to have him acknowledg’d fo 
every-where : In a word, That he would 
perform all he had mention’d in the letter 
he wrote the day before to his father, and 
of which he fent him a copy taken. with 
hs own hand, before he deliver’d it to his 
meflenger. Pammus acquitted himfelf of 
this commiflion with as much affeétion-as | 
prudence. And indeed, if the prefent fuc- 
celion to a crown, and the offer of a pow- 
erfu. 
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erful affiftance, when he was aétually de. 
priv’d of all forces, and of liberty itfelf, had 
not from the bottom of his foul reconciled 
this young prince to the conqueror of hi 
father, this letter, as we have feen it above | 
was a juftification of the one, and a con. 
demnation of the other, which only left 
to nature an affliction which was fo much | 
the more laudable, as it had: not been de. 
ferv’d. 


Cueres having himfelf feen all the troops 
imbark’d, return’d immediately into the 
caftle; and going into the chamber of 
young Tygeus, who turn’d afide when he 
faw him, he took hold of his hand by 
force, and faid to him; My lord! It is 
of no concern to me, whether you look 
upon me with a good eye, or not ; but it is 
of concern to you to be fettled in your | 
kingdom. Your glory, and perhaps your 

fafety, require that I carry you hence this | 
moment. Then turning about to all who! 
were in the apartment, in which there were 
then none but his own people, he faid, 
Follow me every one of you, without fpeak- | 
ing to any body: I will give anfwer to 
every one who has any thing to fay to us. 
With this train he pafsd the way which 
led to the haven, telling the citizens, on 
each fide as he went along, That he, with 
his whole fleet, was carrying young Tygeus à 

to | 
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to do homage to the Carthaginian fenate, 
for Siga reftor'd. ‘They did not perfe&ly 
comprehend what his meaning was : but as 
he exprefs’d doing an homage to the fenate, 
and no fufpicion could enter into their minds 
againft Cheres, they not only fuffer’d him 
to pafs, but his whole fleet, not forgetting 
the little veffel which Pammus had brought, 
to depart out of the haven. | 


Tus fleet went in reality immediately 
before the haven of Carthage ; and Cheres 
pitch’d upon Pammus for his ambaflador, 
accompany’d by two of his chief officers, 
one a Phoenician, and the other of Tapro- 
bane. Hetold them, He had a negotiation 
to tranfaé& with the Carthaginians, which 
might perhaps require feyeral meflages to 
and fro ; but that, to remove all uneafinefs 
from the fenate on their account, it would be 
proper to begin that very day, tho’ it was 
late, and tho’ they fhould not refume the 
treaty “till the morrow. He gave them com- 
| miffion to reprefent firft to the fenate, that 
their fleet had quitted their haven, as foon 
as they thought they could be no longer of 
fervice to them, according to the cuftom 
that Cheres had every-where obferv’d: but 
if the Carthaginians thought they had any _ 
obligation to him, he defired them, as a 
mark of gratitude, to reftore to him all 
the Tingitan prifoners, as well the officers 

brought 
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brought from Siga, as all the officers anq | 
foldiers who had juft furrender’d themfelyes | 
at the battle of Utica, and were remaining in 
their hands. You fhall tell them, faid he, I de. 
fire no other reward of them for my fervices, ! 
than- the freedom of thefe unhappy people, 
whom I defign to carry into their own coun. 
try. You fhall at firft make this propofal J 
fimply, and without alledging any other | 
reafon, to give the fenate an opportunity 
of difplaying their generofity. But if you 
find any oppofition, then put them in mind, | 
that the whole garrifon of Siga offerd | 
their fervice to us; and that I, never- | 
thelefs, caus’d them to be lifted in the | 
Carthaginian troops, as well as all the pri- 
foners Anteus had, which were reftor’d to . 
them yefterday ; and thofe of the Tin- | 
gitan prifoners, who remain’d of their own 
accord under their banners. I defire neither | 
one nor the other of thofe; and I even con- | 
fent, that they keep fuch of the prifoners 
made at Utica, who may take the fame re- | 
folution : In a word, I will have none but | 
thofe who defire to return to their own | 
country. lf they grant your demand, you | 
fhall farther intreat them to lend us fix large 
veffels for their tranfport, mann’d with Car- | 
thaginians ; that will be more than enough | 
for their prifoners, and will give ours 
fomething more liberty. You fhall, to con- 
clude, engage on my part, that we will 

| none 
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one of us difimbark any-where but in the 
Mauritania Tingitana, and that nothing 
hall be undertaken in our whole voyage 
againit their intereft. | | 


THE ambafladors, being arriv’d at Car- 
thage in a frigat of ceremony, found the 


M frite pretty much furpriz’d at this appear- 


ance of ftrangenefs which Cheres had taken 
at once : They were actually aflembled on 
account of the prifoners, and defign’d to 
| fend their refolution, as foon as it was fix’d, 
to Utica. ‘This famous fenate, which after- 
wards extended the Carthaginian empire 
from Cadiz in Spain, to the altars of Phi- 
lenes.in Cyreniaca *, was much jufter with 
regard to their own fubjeëts, than with re- 
fpe&t to thofe nations they hop’d to con- 
quer ; and they limited themfelves with re- 
gard to the latter, as the Roman fenate fince, 
to certain imperious generofities which did 
not at all leflen their pretenfions. They 
then propos’d to put thefe laft prifoners to 
death, as a punifhment for the treachery 
they were guilty of in the plain of Utica. 
In vain Gifcon, who was plac’d on one fide 
alittle below the front of the throne, repre- 
fented to them, That it would be unjuft to 
punifh foldiers with death, who had fur- 
render’d ; and at the fame time protefted, 
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that the king had forc’d them into th; | 
aétion : That the death of this tyrant was 
a fufhcient revenge ; and the more, as jt | 
had fecur’d them for a long time from an 
apprehenfion of a war. The greater number | 
of the fenators perfifted yet in their feverity, 
when the gate was open’d for the ambaff:. | 
dors, who came to make a demand very dif. 
ferent from their judgment, 


PAMMUS, who, notwithftandihg his | 
youth, had already acquir'd a great efteem, ! 
by the battle which they knew he manag’d | 
on the plain, bahav’d himfelf wonderfully | 
well in the charaéter of him who fent him: | 
He made his propofal in a very courteous | 
manner; and ratfing the tone of his voice, | 
in his replies to the difficulties he had | 


_ forefcen, he gave them to underftand, that | 


a hero who defir’d nothing but what was | 
juft, tho’ he fubmitted to an intreaty, would | 
not fubanit to a refufal. | 


Tutry defir’d the ambaffadors to go out | 
of the ihall for a moment, while they con- | 
fulted af the anfwer they were to give them. 
‘The feriators, even the moft obftinate, con- | 
fider'd the ingratitude they fhould incur the | 
blame of, if they fell out with fuch a bene- | 

actor zis Cheres on the very day of their | 


deliverance ; and they reflected that, inde- 


pendent of the benefit, and upon the <a 
| ame 
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fime of his juftice, publick prejudice would | 
ve the matter in difpute againfi them : 
wherefore, calling in the ambhaffadors, 
the eldeft of the fenators faid, That con- 
{dering the obligations they had to their 
‘commander, and to the whole fleet, they 
inirely gave up their right to the {mall 
number of prifoners that fell to their fhare 
at the battle of Utica ; and that, for the 
fake of Cheres’s protection, they gave them 
‘their lives, which they had juftly forfetted, 
and even a promife of their liberty : but that 
Cheres himfelf had given them to under- 
fand, that prince Tygeus fhould be their 
hoftage for what the Tingitans were in- 
debted to them. We had reafon to be con- 
tented with this hoftage, (continu’d the 
fenator ) as long as he continu’d within our 
territories ; but fince your commander has 
thought fit to deprive us of him, the only fe- 
@ curity we have left for our indemnification, 
®@ isin our prifoners. We are perfuaded Cheres 
won't think this fecurity an equivalent for 
what he takes from us: but fuch as it ts, 
we fhall keep it ‘till our demands, which 
the lofs of a more confiderable pledge will 


oblige us but too much to moderate, are 
fatisfy’d. 


PamMus anfwered, He did not believe 
their commander would be fatisfied with 
this anfwer : but that if the fenate had had 
the 
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the condefcendance to deliver up thefe pri. 
foners to them, and had lent them fix veffels 
which would have been neceflary to car; 
them away, they would all three have join’ 
to urge the cafe of their indemnification to 
Cheres, and that they were perfuaded he 
would have given tiie fenate fatisfa@ion on 
this head. The ambäilidors feeing that 
they ftill infifted on their point, retired, and 
did not get back again to their veffels till 
it was night. 


THE fenators difcovering the next day Che.! 
res’s fleet in the fame place, expected new 
inftances, which they refolved to oppofe in! 
the fenate. ‘They were hardly affembled, 
when the ambafladors again appeared at the 
gate ; and being admitted, Pammus faid, 
That their commander defired the fenate | 
would reflect upon the difference which the 
death of Anteus had made in the circum-| 
ftances of affairs. ‘That as in his life-time 
they had to do with a man whofe faith was 
not be depended on, Cheres being alone 
mafter of his fon, was willing to keep him 
as an hoftage for the indemnification due to | 
them. ‘That he even intended to have paf- 
fed the whole time till they had their full 
fatisfaétion at Utica ; but that the death of 
this king had, in his mind, very much alte- 
red the nature of their debt ; and that he 
believed fo great an advantage ought ‘with 

them 
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ten to take place of payment. In fhort, 
sy lords, if while reckoning upon the life 
fAnteus, and his return into his domi- 
js, Cheres hinted to you, that his in- 
tion was not to ufe the Tingitans too 
fverely, when they fhould be in peace with 
pu; you may eafily imagine, that he will 
jak more in favour of prince Tygeus, 
sho has had no part in his father’s under- 
ukings, and for whom he is follicitous to 
ttle a réign happy both for him and his 
bjets. Our commander, my lords, does 
nt know whether you are to be moved by 
ich equitable views : But if you think them 
rreafonable, he has given me orders to offer 
juanother, which more nearly affects you; 
hat is, the welfare of the Carthaginian 
mpire, which you confefsto be owing to 
is fleet, and for which he might infift up- 
any price in ready money. But, my 
nds, it would be much againft his will to. 
that, and you can’t reduce him to in- 
didate his own good works, You know 
iat the two illuftrious nations which com- 
we this fleet, two of the chief officers of 
hom you fee here with me, refus’d of their 
Wn accord their fhare of the treafure 
ich was found in the palace of Siga. 
They are even to this hour contented, as a 
ward for all their labours, with the fatis- 
ition you are going to give their com- 
under. 

Vor. IT. 


Z THE 
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Tue eldeft of the fenators, who had per. 
ceived fome appearance of threatning ir 
this difcourfe of Pammus, anfwered, Tha 
one of the benefits Cheres had procure 
them, was that of putting them into a con 
dition to defend themfelves againft him, ; 
they were forced to it ; and that he himfel 
would approve the maxim of preferring th 
real intereft of one’s country to the extra 
vagant demands of a benefactor. But tha 
at the fame time, his opinion was, grati 
tude might move them to give up fomething 
that was not effential, in his confideration 
That therefore he did not think the hope 
of certain fums, was a matter of fo great im 
portance to the republick to break on tha 
account, with a hero whom they fhould al 
ways confefs to be the promoter of thei 
welfare. That therefore he believed hi 
companions would confent to reftore him th 
prifoners he infifted on. That they were 
however, furprized to find, that Cheres 
who had at firft fhewn himfelf fo favour 

able to the Carthaginians, was fo altered a 
once, and in fo fingular a manner, for th 
Tingitans, and that this change did no 
feem to anfwer the character fame had give 
him. 


My lords, anfwered Pammus inftantly 
#Cheres never kept clofer to his principles 
3 that 
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ian in the courfe of the undertaking hé 
mgaged himfelf in to ferve you, nor has hé ~ 
ever purfued a project with more refolution; 
than that he at firft propofed. You might 
have judged by the hiftory of the courfe hé 
has juft finifhed round Africa, that he don’t 

think he 1s deftin’d by the providence of the 
sods for any other end, but to procure the 
mutual good of thofe nations to whom this 
providence guides him. Don’t imagine he 
took your part in this war becaufe you are 
Carthaginians; no, it was becaufe you were 
ujuftly invaded. ‘Thus now your enemy 
no more, and your republick is re-efta- 
bifhed, he has declared himfelf proteétor 
of young T'ygeus, and defender of the Mau- 
fitania T'ingitana. Moreover, from the very 
frit day he concerned himfelf in the quarrel 
between the two nations, he has laboured 
o obtain the happinefs of both. It was 
in this double view he feiz’d the young 
prince at Tigi; atid he was no lefsthought- 
ful of forming a good king in him for the 
Tingitans, than he was of fruftrating An- 
teus’s unjuft defign upon the Carthaginians, 
IL was to have time to give the fon an edu- 
ation which might be one day of fervice 
to his fubjeéts, that he devis’d the debt of 
the father to you; and I don’t fuppofe but 
inthe end, he would have reduced it to a 
very {mall matter. But what fervice is not 
he now doing to you yourfelyes ; when in- 


fiead 
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ftead of Anteus, who fought a death for! 
which Cheres exempted him for a time; he 
gives you a neighbour, who is a juft prince, 
who will make ita law to him never to 
extend his frontiers, and to cultivate à 
friendfhip with you fo expedient to enrich 
both nations? | | | 


Pammus ftopping here, all the fenators 
feem’d affeéted with his difcourfe, and faid, 
that without any private confultation, they 
all confirm’d the opinion of the eldeft of 
their body ; provided Cheres was inform’d, 
that they were mov’d to grant him the pri- 
foners by the reafons difplayed to them, and 
by no means by his diffembled threats. The 
three ambaffadors immediately made a pro- 
found reverence, to fhew that they allow- 
ed this prefent the moft favourable inter 
pretation the fenate could with. 


. But Pammus refuming his difcourfe, 
faid: My lords, after having laid open to 
you the principles upon which our com- 
mander atts, you will be no longer fur- 
prized at the fecond and laft requeft he has 
to ask of you. He has given us commif- 
fion not to wait the performance of the 
firft, before we lay this before you. The 
knowledge he has of the excellency 0! 
fentiments which diftinguifhes your auguit 
body, won’t let him take thofe meafures 
with you, which he took with regard ; 
| 3 En 
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the perfidious Anteus. He would not men- 
tion to him the mortifying circumftances 
ofhis retreat, till after the very laft of his 
prifoners was delivered into your hands. But 
he is not apprehenfive that our fecond de- 
mand fhould make you retract the confent 
you have been pleafed to give to the firft. 
'Itis, my lords, that you reftore Siga to 
prince Tygeus, and acknowledge him king 
of the Mauritania Tingitana. ‘This caufed 
a great murmuring in the fenate: What, 
| faid they, Cheres is not fatisfied with fruf- 
trating our juft demands, he will deprive us 
| of our conquefts too. He is no longer a 
partial judge, he becomes our open enemy. 
Pammus, after having fuffered them to cool 
a little, faid: My lords, the defign of 
Cheres is, that T'ygeus do homage to you 
for this city, as a favour receiv’d of your 
pure generofity, But you have reafon to 
fuppofe, that your refufal would make him 
declare himfelf your enemy. You know 
how averfe he is to conquefts between ftates 
which are regular, and whofe limits are 
a fupport the fecurity and tran- 
quility of their fubjects, Now it happens 
here, that he himfelf made the Tingitans 
lofe this place: he don’t meddle with con- 
| quefts which you have made by any other 
hands than his; but this ought to follow 
the intention he had in taking it. His defign 
was to deliver Carthage ; that is now done, 

Z 3 and 
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and the befiegers died by his hands at tho | 
foot of your walls. The motive for taking 
Siga has been accomplifh’d with ufury, and 
he now looks upon that city as belonging 
to young Tygeus, Therefore, my lords, it is 
not with an intention of threatning ; it js | 
alone to guide and fhorten your debates, 
I declare to you, in the name of Cheres, | 
that he will rather be buried under the 
ramparts of that place, than not reftore | 
to the juft owner a pofleflion which he ne- | 
ver defign'd to deprive him of but for à 
time. Not to mention the fuccours the 
Tingitans would furnifh him ; you know | 
that the lives of all his foldiers are per- | 
fonally devoted to him; and you would be 
the caufe that I myfelf might never fee 
Egypt again, which is my country as well | 
as his. You might, perhaps, have ftood in | 
need of Siga asa pledge againft the perfidy | 
of Anteus; and Cheres had affured this 
king, that he would never contribute to re. 
ftore it to him in his life-time. But he pro- 
misd him, when he gave him his death | 
blow, that he would fee it reftaÿ to his | 
fon. He hopes, my lords, that you will 

now enable him to keep his’ word, efpeci- 

ally as you have fo much reafon to confide | 
in the growing virtues of young Tygeus: 

and to give you the greater aflurance of | 
them, Cheres propofes to cultivate them 
hime | 
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jinfelf in Tingitania, during the firft year 
x two of his reign. 


| Tuey then defir’d the ambaffadors to re- 
tire into another apartment as before. Gifcon 
peaking firft, carryed on, in a manner, the 
whole debate. He confeffed, that he per- 
eiv’d in the whole conduct of Cheres, the 
fiblimity of the Egyptian morals, and the 
lefons he himfelf had receiv’d, when he had 
thehappinefs of being initiated at Memphis. 
That he efteemed it a happinefs, the enor- 
‘mous failings he had been guilty of, had 
not quite extinguifhed the efteem and ad- 
miration of the virtue he difcovered in the 
hero they had to deal with. That it was 
for the honour of the fenate to favour fuch 
views, and that they ought all to be zea- 
lous of partaking in the merit of their exe- 
cution. He beg’d of them to reflect what 
would be the opinion of the prince his fa- 
ther on what had been laid before them: 
he conjur’d them to have regard to it in 
his abfence, and not to expofe to an unne- 
cellary war a prince who was crufh’d with 
years, and who had ever aim’d after 
peace in a neceflary war. The fenators did 
not hefitate a moment to fubmit to reafons 
they themfelves were become fenfible of. 
They added, that there was nothing more 
Wanting, than to leave to Cheres the con- 
ditions of the homage he had offered them. 

Z 4 Refolving 
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Refolving afterwards to carry their ciy; 
lity yet further, they propos’d to fen 
a deputation of four fenators, and at the 
head. of them Gifcon, to the fleet, t 
compliment Tygeus upon his acceffion t 
the Tingitan crown. ‘They concluded, th 
this ceremony fhould be preceded by the 
fix veflels which they would lend him, with 
the prifoners in them, that Cheres defired 
This refolution, which was taken in lef 
than half an hour, was declared to the am. 
baffadors who were called in for that pur 
pofe, and who departed immediately to give 
an account to Cheres of the happy fuccef 
of their embafly. 


. AFTER fome time, they faw the fix Car- 
thaginian veffels approaching, and Cheres 
immediately caufed a fplendid gondola, in 
which he conduéted the young king, to ro 
up towards them. He made it.pafs by the 
fix veffels they lent him; becaufe he pro- 
pofed to meet much fuch another gondola, 
in which were Gifcon and the four fenators, 
oppofite to the entrance into the haven. 
The latter feeing that they were beforehand 
with them, agreed to deliver immediately 
to young Tygeus the orders to their gover- 
nor for the reftitution of Siga, So the two 
prows being joined, and every one ftand- 
ing, each in their own boat ; Gifcon him- 

|ieqrermeed this onder 49, the Klee. 2 

the 
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ihe fame inftant Cheres made Tygeus read 
spaper, in which his homage was written, 
which however was only a form of acknow- 
kdgment ; “ I Tygeus, king of the Mauri- 
“tania Tingitana, promife, as long as I 
« live, to acknowledge the favour I owe to 
« the prince of Carthage and his fenate, that 
“ they have been pleafed to forget, in my 
“ behalf, the unjuft war which my father 
“ made upon them ; and that, having re- 
“ gard to my youth, they have been fo 
“ generous as to reftore to me the city of 
“ Siga, which they lawfully took in the 
“ dominions of my father, during the fiege 
“ of Carthage.” The young king, after 
having repeated thefe words, gave the pa- 
per into the hands of Gifcon. He invited 
them at the fame time to come with the four 
fenators, and take a repaft in the veffel, 
which Cheres would have called his, till his 
return into his own country. He likewife 
offered to convey them thither in his 
gondola ; but they entreated him to return 
ürft to his veflel himfelf, that they might 
acquit themfelves more regularly of their 
commiflion. It was done accordingly, and 
the ambafladors not only faluted young 
Tygeus as king, but acknowledged him 
as fuch in the treaty of peace they had 
drawn up in a few words. It was in fuch 
terms as Cheres was fatisfied, with, and a 
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duplicate of it was fign’d on both fides be. 
fore the repaft. 


Tue fame day, Cheres and Gifcon 
having found means to feparate themfelyes 
from the reft of the company, entered 
at firft into difcourfe as perfons who had 
no great knowledge one of the other; 
tho’ it was Gifcon alone who did not f 
well know Cheres. They difcourfed upon 
the uncertainty the fenate was yet in with 
regard to the two Mauritanias, the moft # 
diftant of which had no king. They didj 
not yet know whether they fhould transfer 
that to the king of Sitifi, and make of the 
other, as being neareft Carthage, a province 
of that empire: or whether they fhould 
make a province of the other, to fhut in 


the king of Sitifi, and by that means to 
keep him under a ftriéter fidelity. Gifcon 


thought the latter would be beft. Cheres 
thought likewife it would be the moft fe- 
cure; and he added, that it was to be feard 
for this king, that he might fome time or 
other efteem himfelf very happy to become 
a fenator. Gifcon going yet a little farther, 
told him, that as foon as they had rewarded, 
and fent back the Capfans, he himfelf would 
go immediately to fetch his father. The 
misfortunes of Carthage, continued he, the 
caufe of which is but too well known for 
my honour, have obliged him to retreat to | 
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1 place which is unknown to all but the 
trate. Cheres anfwered him, that he knew 
i, and that he had even feen prince Zoros, 
tis father, the princefs Zarita, his fpoufe, and 
he Egyptian Amedes, formerly governor 
p prince Sethos, in their retirement. Gifcon 
was feized with aftonifhment at this dif- 
gurfe; and perceiving that Cheres being 
xquainted with thefe names, was inform’d 
of the private hiftory of his marriage, and 
fthe confequences of it, told him, It was 
icomfort to him, tho’ the heroick virtue 
of this princefs remained fo long a fecret 
to the whole world; when he reflected that 
he was efteemed by the great Cheres. My 
lord, continued he, I am not aftonifhed, that 
you have had the curiofity to vifit the facred 
country of the Hefperides; but how have 
you difcovered a fecret yet unknown to the 
king of the Atlantides? Amedes will inform 
you, anfwered Cheres. Inthe mean time, 
your fenators will be impatient to return ; 
kt us goto them again. He added as 
hey were going, and before he could be 
overheard by any body ; I will only tell 
you, and that under the feal of the Egyp- 
lan initiation, that I have fulfilled, with re- 
grd to you, thofe duties of friendfhip, which 
Iformerly promifed you. Gifcon remain’d 
Peechlefs at thefe words, which could give 
buta falfe light to the mind of a man, 
wha was diverted from their real fignifica- 
tion 
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tion by all the circumftances reported }, 
common fame. He could hardly recove 
his furprize fo much as to reimbark, and t 
get to his father’s palace, into fome pla 
where he might reflect alone upon what h 
had heard. 


Tue eftablifhment of Tygeus in his de 
minions, and the return of the hermits fron 
the Hefperides to Carthage, fo naturally fol 
low what we have already related ; that; 
this part of our hiftory were a poem, we 
fhould be oblig’d to finifh it here. Eve 
hiftorians generally abridge the relation o 
peaceable circumftances, which the great 
agitations of ftate, and the tumultuous ac 
tions of war fometimes end in. The longe 
{paces of time pafs’d without any troubles 
are the fhorteft in their works. The at 
tention of readers is hardly to be kept up 
but by the divifions or revolutions of em 
pires ; or at leaft by conquefts, which ren 
dring a prince or a people renown'd, fuppofe 
the devaftation of many others. And thus, 
we may always fay, Happy that nation, of 
fortunate that âge, the hiftory of which 1s 
not diverting ! To fatisfy therefore the rea 
der in a few words, Cheres conduéted the 
young king with his whole fleet to Siga 
This place having been furrendred to him 
at the firft view of the order from the fenate 
heimbark’d the Carthaginian garrifon ar 

| ix 
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x veflels he had borrow’d of the republick. 
jndthe forty which the main fleet had left 
x Siga, Were more than fufficient to tranf 

tt the troops which had kept the country 
und about the city. When they offered 
pay the fix former the charges of the voy- 
ge, they were gratefully furprized to find, 
hat they had orders to receive nothing. 
Cheres next gave the king to underftand, 
that as long as he fhould have the honour 
remain with him, he was very defirous 
he might in general keep his court at Siga ; 
that his fleet might be fomething nearer 
Eeypt, whither it was'at laft to return. 
But that however, it fhould not hinder him 
a{rom going to his capital to be crown’d. In 
the mean time the Tingitan governor, who 
had been wounded at the laft fiege, being 
recovered, the king, by the advice of Cheres, 
eftored him to the government of that city. 
Then it was he comprehended the fenfe of 
Cheres’s words, which he had not forgotten: 
[don't defpair of making you happy myfelf, 
without, however, your having any depen- 
lance on the Carthaginians or the Phoenicians, 
even on me; ina word, without obliging 
jou to change your country. On this occa- 
fon it was, that the king, Cheres, Pammus, 
nd the governor being alone, agreed to 
burn the late king’s horrid letter, that it 
might neyer be known to any but to them 
four, 
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four, and that they might the fooner fy; 
get it. 


THE Pheenicians employ’d the time of 
their fojourn in the Mauritania Tingitana ; 
extending, under the king’s protection, the 
commerce they had before eftablith’d in thofs 
cantons ; while the king continued his exer. 
cifes of piety and ftudy under the care of the 
Egyptian priefts. But being willing to take 
advantage of his education as king, he en- 
treated thefe priefts to fend for a fufficient 
number of their companions to come into 
his country, and to accept of a perpetual 
eftablifhment there if they would, or at leat 
till they had produc’d the fame fruits, and 
eftablifh’d a priefthood upon the fame footing 
as they had done in Guiney. All this was 
executed in time. The two Egyptian priefts, 
who were governors to the prince, were not 
even to return with Cheres, tho’ death had 
depriv'd him of two of the fix he had brought 
from Taprobane, and fo he retain’d no more 
than two. As for his two former governors, 
they had behav’d themfelves in fo prudent a 
manner, during the time of their captivity, | 
that Cheres afterwards gave them to the king | 
for his minifters, as two men who had im- 
prov'd very good natural parts by a conver- | 
fation with the Egyptian priefts, by whom | 
they were very much efteem’d. | 


[x | 
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In the mean time Cheres, before he con- 
ducted Tygeus to Tingi, went thither himfelf 
with one of his two former governors, to 
prepare every thing, and to proclaim the 
new king. He likewife took young Pammus 
with him, telling him ; That if he confider’d 
his age only, he would rather it were more ad- 
yanc’d, to partake of the real advantages of tra- 
yelling : For the greater number of young 
men, continu’d he, inftead of improving their 
reflections, and extending their knowledge in 
the different countries thro’ which they pafs, 
increafes their debaucheries, fhew marks of a | 
rath and unjuft contempt of other nations, 
and difhonour their own among them. We 
] don’t run this hazard with you, and you have 
already fhewn, that your youth has not hin- 
der d you from taking advantage of thofe 
opportunities which would have been offer’d 
too foon for others. Pammus anfwer’d him, 
That he look’d upon thefe praifes as obliging 
leffons; and that he efteem’d it a great hap- 
pinefs to his youth to be render’d capable of 
receiving thofe which would even be of ano- 


ther kind. 


It was during this fojourn of Cheres at 
Tingi, that Gifcon, who went to fetch the 
Hefperian hermits in a very plain veffel, 
as to outward appearance, landed, at his 
return, in the port of Siga. Gifcon had dif- 

cover d 
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cover d the whole fecret to the king of the 
Atlantides, to let him know the obligation 
the Carthaginians had to him. But they 
agreed not to divulge it, for fear of giving an 
example which might become an inconve. 
nience for the future, from fome other nations. 
During their voyage to Siga, the princefs, tho’ 
fhe exprefs’d a very profound efteem for Che. 
res, and the lively fenfe fhe had of the fignal | 
fervices he had render’d Carthage, and was | 
yet rendring her brother, faid, however, that 
fhe wou’d not fee the author of her father’s | 
death ; and that therefore fhe would beg of 
him to retire into his apartment when fhe | 
enter’d into the palace. Gifcon, who had | 
been inform’d by Amedes of the whole hiftory 
of Sethos, employ’d all the arguments he 
could with her to make her retraét this refo- 
lution, which he call’d injuftice and ingrati- 
tude; but fhe was inflexible. At her landing 
at Siga, fhe was, however, forry to hear that 
he was not in the city, and that fhe had pafsd 
Tingi without knowing he was there. Nevet- 
thelefs, fhe was much freer in her brothers | 
court, where this illuftrious company was 
entertain’d, during eight days, with all man- | 
ner of feftivity. Here it was that prince | 
Zoros fign’d, with a great deal of joy, the 
treaty of peace concluded between the fenate 
of Carthage and young Tygeus. As for 
Amedes, he was juft upon the point of de- 
parting for Tingi: But reflecting that he had 

devoted | 
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devoted himfelf: to, the fervice of the new- 
matry'd couple, whomight have occafion for 
his advice at the beginning of an approath- 
ing reign ; he fubdued his inclination of re- 
pairing to a hero, who, tho’ neceflary to the 
whole world, wasin need of noone. So he 
devarted from Siga with the fame company, 
before Cheres return’d. | 


HE -return’d foon afterwards, and accom- 
pany'd the king to the ceremony of his coro- 
nation ; after which, they came back again 
to Siga. : There it was. that at laft, about 
eighteen months or two years after the raifing 
the fiege of Carthage, news came from every 
part, that che kingdom of Memphis, and even 
the Lower Egypt, was threaten’d with a war 
by prince Sethos. : That this prince prov’d 
his being alive, by the ring which king Ofo- 
roth, his father, had formerly defcrib’d to 
the king of Thebes; and that coming out of 
Arabia, where he had taken his retreat, and 
tom whence he was furnifh’d with troops, 
he came to dethrone his father, to be reveng’d 
for the condefcenfion into which he was again 
fallen in favour of .Daluca and her children. 
Cheres immediately made all poffible prepa- 
ation to go to ‘the fuccour of his country, 
ind determin’ to depart in four days: When 
athe beginning @f the following night it 
was obferv’d, that the veflel belonging to 
lmmus was departed, without any body 

Vou, IT, Aa ‘having 
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having taken notice of it, and he himifelf ap 
pear’d no more. Cheres then enquir'd in hj 
fleet, if the failors belonging to this youn, 
man had not, unawares, told fomebody wh 
he was? He was anfwer’d, that none of then 
knew any thing of it; becaufe he had take 
them all at the Phatnitick haven, or at Phat 
nites in the Delta, where he imbark’d. Tho 
the young king was in expectation of Cheres’ 
departure fooner or later, the approach o 
this time made him veryuneafy : and Chere 
was oblig’d to fortify him againft a fepar: 
tion which fenfibly affected himfelf. Th 
young prince thought im fome meafure to al 
leviate his affliction, by departing for hi 
capital the fame day Cheres fet fail for Egypt 
fo they left the port of Siga together. T 
king was foon at Tingi : But Cheres took 
much longer voyage ; and refolv'd not t 
ftop till he came to the moft convenient po 
of the Delta, with regard to the condition} 
fhould find the warlike preparations were! 
avhis arrival. 


mpeg} > Cheres was going to return into 

Egypt, where he might hope to 

find troops enough for the de- 

fence of the country, the officers 

of his fleet were. urgent in offer- 

ing pris fervices for this laft war, in which 

ewas more concernd than in all thofe 
tom whence he now brought them. The 

tprefented to him, that after having employ’d 

tem in fo many foreign expeditions, it would 

Aa 2 . be 
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be a fhame to their nation if he fhould refye 
their affiftance, when the deliverance of hi 
own country was the cafe: That it was their 
duty to give him, before they return’d them- 
felves into their own country, this mark o 
gratitude in return for the glory and riche 
“which he had procur’d them by the difco- 
veries to which he had led them. And laftly, 
that the Arabians being almoft as near t 
Pheenicia as Egypt, it was their intereft to 
join with him to repulfe an enemy equall 
dangerous to both nations. Cheres accepted 
with pleafure thefe offers, which he knew to 
be fincere ; and befides, he had more de 
endance upon an army which he had ford 
and train’d up himfelf to war, than on Egyp 
tian troops, which, as he had heard, had ne 


been much exercis’d fince his retreat. 


Tue leifure of their voyage giving thefe o 
ficérs afterwards an opportunity to extend thet 
arguments on thofe affairs, they {poke of Se 
‘thos in hisown prefence, in a manner whicl 
fometimes offended his modefty, and at othe 
‘times his virtue: But their undefign’d indi 
cretions were to ferve in future times, an 
after the approaching difcovery of this adve 
ture, to make them admire, when they rt 
flected upon it, the fublime wifdom of the 
commander. They call’d to mind, inh 
prefence, all the wonders which had bee 
formerly related of this young prince at At 
7 < - , P ] 
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his, before he difappear’d at the battle of 
Cantos. From thence they went to abftrufe 
reflections upon the change that had happen’d 
n him, notwithftanding the Egyptian ini- 
tiation; and they deplor’d the unhappy im- 
reflions he had receiv'd in his pernicious in- 
rcourfe with the Arabians. ‘Taking matters 
fterwards in another view, they found that 
Sthos had fome juftice in his demands. They 
woravated the treacherous and fanguinary 
ambition of Daluca, formerly fufpected of 
having facrifc’d the lawful heir to the crown, 
tomake way for her own children: and they 
ook pity of a king, who feemd to be re- 
lps'd into a frailty, by fo much the more 
blameable, as he knew the merit of his eldeft 
fon. They once concluded, by afking Cheres, 
fit was not Sethos’s party he was going to 


wke ? and they afiur’d him, they fhould al-. 


ways be on his fide, which ever it were. 
Cheres, in anfwer to this queftion, faid, 
That the fucceffion to a crown being a future 
rod, a fon made himfelf criminal as foon as 
he afpir’d to it as a prefent good: For which 
rafon, Sethos of Arabia, endeavouring to 
dethrone a king whom he calls his father, de- 
privd himfelf, by this bare enterprize, of 
all the right of Sethos of Memphis: That he 
bok’d upon him as an ufurper, an enemy 
0 Egypt by his affault, and to all the ftates 
of the world by his example: as a man, in 
hort, who difhonouring titles, which had al- 

Aa 3 ways 
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ways been refpected, did not deferve to be 

nam’d; and againft whom he in reality only 

went to make him lofe his name with his. 
life. Thefe words fpoken in a very feri. | 
ous tone, made the officers think that Cheres | 
was more exafperated againft an enemy of his 

country, than againft thofe he had met with | 
elfewhere : and they difcontinued thefe dif. ! 
courfes, which they believ'd were only dif. 
agreeable to him for that reafon. 


Bu Tin reality, Cheres, who had avoided | 
every opportunity of fpeaking of himfelf, not 
only out of modefty and decency, but the 
better to keep his fecret, doubled his care on! 
this account, from the day he had heard the 
gy ve news of a perfon appearing un- | 


der his name. He chofe rather, in fome 
_meafure, never to be known, than to be for| 
fome time in competition with an impoftor, 
and to fee the opinions of men divided be- 
‘tween him and a counterfeit. The profound 
filence he kept on this head, till the proper! 
moment came to difcover himfelf, contri-| 
buted not a little to confirm the pretenfion of 
his competitor, and the error of all people to 
whom the report of this event wascome. On 
the other hand, he was quite at a lofs who 
this falfe Sethos could be ; and did not fo! 
muchas think of a flave, who had always ap-| 
| eng faithful to him, and who he believ’d 
ad been kill’d by his fide. He did not 
fufpect 
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fufpect any of the young lords, his former 
companions, of having abandon’d titles which 
they poffefs’d with honour, for a greater 
which they could not fupport but by trea- 
chery. To conclude, his ring being taken 
away, made him fufpeét it was fome Ara- 
bian among the troops of the king of Thebes, 
who now made ufe of his theft or fpoil, to 
pafs for him. 


CoasriNG along the fhore of Egypt, his 
feet was advis’d, by boats which they fent 
afhore from time to time, that Sethos, at the 
head of a hundred thoufand men, which he 
had imbark’d on the Red-fea, had furpriz’d 
and taken Heropolis, at the point of the ifth- 
mus, and was advancing towards T'anis. This 
kingdom of Egypt, the neareft to the Me- 
diterranean, was then govern’d by a king 
call’d Spanius, a prince in years, but not fo 
aged as Oforoth king of Memphis. Spanius 
had no child but a daughter of feventeen or 
eighteen years of age, call’d Mnevia. As 
fhe was of exquifite beauty, fhe was fought 
by many princes, fome of whom were heirs 
to different thrones of Egypt. But the king, 
who was zealous of fecuring a proper fuc- 
ceflion to his crown, and who had likewife 
agreat love for his daughter, had taken a 
frm refolution, not to marry her to any 
one, who could be a king in his own right, 
He would have his daughter keep up an | 

Aa4 autho- 
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authority which fhe would have over à Wi {i 
husband, who became king only by her 9 » 
means, and who even fhould only have the WM x 
title ; and he was fearful left the kingdom Wj ic 
of Tanis fhould become a province to the Mo 
Dynafty, which her husband might be 
king of. But as it would: have been an | 
injuftice in fuch a king, whoever he were, | 
to act fo, and there had been examples in 
Egypt of kings of one kingdom, who had 
left their wives the authority which was | 
their due over others, to which they were | 
heirs ; Spanius, who was very circum{fped, | 
did not acquaint any of thefe princes with | 
a diftruft, which he kept a fecret even to | 
his daughter. But being inform’d of exam- | 
ples which had not prov’d fo favourable, | 
he took time to choofe one amongft them, | 
without having ’till then refus’d any. Be- | 
fides that, as it is pretty common among | 
impoftors to endeavour to ftrengthen their | 
pretenfions by advantageous alliances; | 
Afares, before he attack’d the kingdom of | 
Memphis, which he had at firft threaten’d, | 
and where he was expected, fram’d the de- | 
fign of asking the princefs of Tanis in mar- 

riage. To fupport his demand by exploits 

of war, which might make him not only 

renown'd, but formidable to the king her | 
father, he thought it proper to begin his | 
invafion by a city which belong’d to this 

king, as Heropolis did. On the other nee 

like- 
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ikewife, after having taken it without op- 
pofition, he had treated the inhabitants with 
an extreme lenity; and advancing farther in- 
tothe country he faid, ‘That tho’ his intereft 
oblig’ d him to be conqueror, his. inclina- 
tion hinder’d him from being an enemy. 
He repuls’d however, more than once, the 
troops which Spanius fent againft him in his 
march ; and he began to inveft Bubaftis, 
pretty near to the capital, when he fent to 
the king to demand the princefs. He of- 
frd the father peace, and his friendfhip, 
as foon as he granted his requeft ; and to 
the daughter, the title he himfelf had to 
the kingdom of Memphis. | 


CHERES being then enter’d into that 
am of the Nile which is call’d the Tani- 
tick; and knowing how much the king 
was ftreighten’d, he fent two deputies to 
acquaint him, That the two nations who 
were come with him from coafting Africa, 
eteem’d all the glory they had acquir’d in 
that voyage as nothing, in comparifon to 
that which they hop’d to gain in ferving 
him : That, for his part, his intention 
was, if the king would give his confent to 
it not to appear in his prefence, ‘till after 
he had extirpated the enemy, or at leaft 
drove him out of his dominions, and 
made him reimbark in confufion upon the 
Red-fea. The king, who knew the fame 

| of 
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Of Cheres, accepted of this offer with an 
éxtreme joy. He return’d him all poffible 


acknowledgments for it ; and let him know, § 


that he would immediately give orders for 
him to be obey’d by all the troops in his 
kingdom, and furnifh’d in every place with 
whatever he might want to execute his de- 
fign. At the fame time he fent back the 
2 from Afares, advifing them, as his 
only anfwer, to return with all expedition 


to their mafter, left they fhould be met by 


Cheres. 


Tre firft care of the new general was, | 


to difimbark all the troops of his fleet, to 
lead them to Bubaftis, before which Afares 
incamp’d on the other fide of the river. He 
then made ufe of the horfes he had brought 
from Sophir, or recruited, in cafe of need, 
_ during his voyage. He limited his number 
of cavalry to fix thoufand men, becaufe the 


nature of the foil of Egypt would have made! 


a greater number troublefome : In fhort, he 


increas'd his army with the whole Egyptian’ 


militia which join’d him on his march. : 


ASARES, whom every body call’d Sethos, 


was very much aftonifh’d, that the arrival 
of Cheres fo immediately follow'd the news 
of his approach towards Egypt. ‘The fha- 


dow of juftice, with which his caufe was 


cover’d over, fuppofing him to be Sethos, 


had! 
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tad made him at firft doubt which part the 
ut Cheres would take ; and finding he 
march’d againft him with fo much precipi- | 
ution, he wonder’d that he decided the 
queftion with as little hefitation as if he 
had known the bottom of the affair. He 
began to think of offering him to fend back 
the Arabians, whofe affiftance would have 
gu’d the real Sethos himfelf guilty, if he 
would procure him fome juftice from king 
Oforoth his pretended father. But befides | 
that thefe barbarians would have refus’d to 
return, without having poffeffion of that 
part of the eaftern coafts of Egypt, which 
had been promis’d them by the impoftor ; 
the fam’d virtue of his adverfary, made him 
dread, by the bare reproach of his own 
confcience, all expoftulation with him; and 
he rather chofe to fubmit to the blind 
chance of arms. It was not then he began 
to exercife the military profeffion ; and he | 
had before-hand gain’d the reputation of 
awarrior. The king of Arabia Feelix, be- 
leving him really to be Sethos, had early 
intrufted him with the defence of his domi- 
nions, againft fome invafions of the kings 
his neighbours ; and he had behav’d him- 
flf in that commiffion with fuccefs. And 
befides that, he neither wanted fenfe ner 
valour, as we have already feen in the be- 
sinning of this hiftory : The defign he had 
of ufurping one day the crown of a 
ac 
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had, engag’d him to gain experience in an 
art which he forefaw he fhould want. It was | 
then about three years fince, believing his 


countenance fufficiently alter’d, he had at firft 


caus’d a report to be fpread, that Sethos | 
was fled into Arabia. In a fhort time after. | 
wards he caus’d Oforoth to be told, by the | 
ambaffadors of the king of Meriaba, fent to | 
him under other pretexts, That the fon, | 


whofe lofs he had formerly been fo much 


afflited for, was found again: That he | 
refided generally at Meriaba ; and that tho’ | 
he had thought it neceflary to change his | 
name, while there, to conceal himfelf from | 
his enemies, the king his father might fend | 
perfons on whom he could depend, who | 
might not only examine his ring, but to | 
whom he would give full fatisfaétion to all | 
the queftions they might ask him concern- | 


ing the circumftances of his infancy. 


Kino Oforoth, whofe character we have | 
feen in the former books, was not form’d | 
to keep up a fenfe of affection during feven § 
or.eight years ; and a prince, who was ne- | 
ver touch’d with any thing but what was § 
prefent, had more than enough before his | 
eyes to make him forget the deceafed. | 
Queen Daluca, who knew him perfeétly | 
well, rematn’d four whole years in her exile, | 
to make htm believe fhe did not a by any | 
motive of ambition : but fhe hardly waited | 
ull | 
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xllthe fecond year after the abfence of Sethos, 
whom fhe, as well as the publick, thought 
dead, to fend her eldeft fon back to court. 
She recommended him to fome perfons of 
underftanding, who had not much trouble 
jo make the king receive him favourably, 
This young prince, whofe name was Beon, 
was mild and eafy, and readily believ’d chat 
0 be maternal affection ; which, in Daluca, 
vas nothing elfe but an earneft défire of 
reigning, fooner or later, under his name : ‘fo 
he ufed his utmoft endeavours to obtain his 
mother’s return. She brought her fecond 
fon, call’d Pemphos, with her, who was like 
wife of a fweet temper, but more active 
than his brother. He had not always beën 
under her care ; and had taken the advan- 
age of his exile, to travel as well within, 
as out of Egypt. He afterwards became 
on€ of the chief lovers of Mnevia And 
is in quality of fecond fon, he did not fall 
within the fecret exclufion of Spanius, he 
had been very well. receiy’d by the king, 
and likewife by the princefs, tho’ no pro- 
mife had been made him. He was then 
employ’d in the defence of the coafts of the 
kingdom of Memphis on the Red-fea.. The 
queen, when fhe was reftor’d to favour, 
would not take the adminiftration again. 
She had let the council of ftate, which the 
king had eftablifh’d when he banifh’d. her 
from the court, fubfift in fhew : but after 

her 
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her return, fhe had made all the members of 
this council her creatures; and it was gene. sig 
rally from her mouth the king receiv’d theta 5 ‘ 
counfels, or let them know his orders. had 0 
not 1£ 

W HEN Oforoth gave audience to the Ara. a is De 
bian ambañfladors, he had not confulteq MM YY 
Daluca about the anfwer he had to give’ evita 
them concerning Sethos: But, of himfelf, he M !'8* 
pave them much fuch a one as fhe would i 2¥° 
ve dictated to him. He told them, that me 
Beli 
bian 
have 


nation 


he fhould be overjoy’d to fee his fon, pro- 
vided he would come immediately to a City 
in his kingdom, which he would nominate, 
and there give fatisfaétion to all the queftions | 
which fhould be thought proper to be afk’d 
him, to be affur’d of his exiftence, But that 


if, upon returning to his court, he found | 


any thing, in prefent and future difpofitions, MW ki 
different from what he might expe&, he wh 


muft attribute it, firft, to the filence he Æ YY 


had kept at the publication of the letter M hi 
Oforoth had written to the king of Thebes, | irc 
immediately after the battle of Coptos; and, | cl 
in the fecond place, to the privacy under Æ * 
which he had conceal'd, for feven years toge- bl 
ther, a fact which was of more concern to @ 
‘him than any one elfe. it 


"THE counterfeit Sethos was more fatisfy'd @ 2 


at the receipt of this anfwerthan Oforoth had @ 4 
believ’d. This impoftor had no great incli- ¢ 


nation 
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tion to aét by treaty. As aflured as he 
ight be, not only by the readinef and bold- 
fs of his genius, but by the advantage he 
d of being brought up near Sethos, he was 
t ignorant of the enormous difference there 
between falfity and truth : and he knew > 
ry well that the leaft blunder, however in- 
itable even the greateft are, would detect a 
rgery. He rather aimd at a conqueit, 
vour'd at the beginning by error, and which 
ould afterwards place him above all trials. 
efides, he could not have engag’d the Ara- 
ans in his caufe, but by promifing them to 
ave {ome provinces of Egypt, which they 
ad formerly poflefs d on the coaits of the 
ed-fea, reftor’d to them ; which he could 
ot have propos’d to the king of Memphis in 
ool blood.. He therefore rejoic’d with the 
ing of Meriaba at the hard conditions, upon 
hich he himfelf had foretold, that his father, 
y the fuggeftions of Daluca, would limit 
is return. He told him, that the exclufion 
rom the crown, which Oforoth had de- 
lard to him in:pretty plain terms, gave him 
right to propofe himfelf conditions to this 
lind king, and unjuft father, which he 
vould make him accept of by force. That 
t would fuffice for that end, if the king of 
Meriaba would continue his good-will to him, 
nd furnith him the means to make a con- 
jueft ; the partition of which fhould -be {e- 
urd to his benefactor by the fame ère 
| that 


368 The Life of SETHOSs. 
that were to affift him in the making jg 
The Arabian king having confented to a de: 
fign, in which he believ’d he had a profpea 
of advantage, they let the king of Memphis 
know, that Séthos would not Cretaris to hist: 
court but upon two conditions : One, that MM mant 
he would previoufly banifh, not only out ‘of uit 
his palace, but out of his dominions, Daluca, and \ 
whom Oforoth might have convicted in time, Hj npi 
if he would, of having imploy’d the infa- Mimi 
mous Thoris to work the deftruction of his Hj cfs, 
éldeft fon, to make way for her two children: Hj puttl 
and the other, that he reftor’d to this fame youl 
fon the‘ juft: and natural-hopes of his fuc- Mie « 
ceffion. That they prefum'd to advife him @iime 
‘to take this refolution immediately ; becaufe 
the king of Meriaba would put Sethos in a 
‘condition to oblige him by force. of arms to 
Fender him that juitice which he refus d to | 
‘his birth. “’ Laftly, they protefted in ‘his | 
*name, chat it would be no fault in a fon, | 
threatned “with the lofs of ‘a crown, which Hj a! 
was his right, if he could not’ fecure the fuc- 
‘Geffion otherwife,. to mar p it even mue the Mer 


life of = father. EERE 2 (© 


TRE hele fteps, which had pion fon 
-Cheres’s arrival in Egypt, had brought the Ii 
-impoftor Afares, by that time he arriv’d, to 
“the walls of Bubattis, fituate within land ‘at Wim 
“about ten ‘leagues diftance from’ Heropolis, 
‘Chéres having made his army pafs the. — 200 
on ab an | 
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d its canals, upon bridges, or in barks, in- 
mp'd at fome diftance from the enemy. 
ares, fenfible of the fuperiority of a man, 
10 had fubdued, as it were, nature itfelf, in 
iting all round Africa ; who had given 
inners and laws to all the barbarians on its 
ats; who, in fhort, had, by his valour 
d wifdom, juft reconciled the two greateft 
pires on the Mediterranean, did not think 
mfelf born to put a ftop to fo much fuc- 
fs, and to eclipfe fo much glory in one 
ttle, and by one defeat. He thought it 
uld be more prudent to reduce himfelf to 
: defenfive, and hope for fomething from 
ne and circumftances. Wherefore, from 
> very firft day he was fure which fide 
eres took ; he had begun to draw his camp 
0 a narrower compafs,and to fortify it with 
forts of intrenchments, which his induftry, 
d the fituation, of the ground could make 
m devife. And moreover, as he was matter 
all the territories behind his camp to the 
d-fea, he had kept on that fide a large 
enue, under pretence of receiving from 
ence the fuccours which he fhould fend for 
t only from Heropolis and his fleet, but 
om the coafts of Arabia, if the fiege fhould 
‘tedious, But, in reality, as he had more fore- 
ht than thefe barbarians, he prepar’d for 
mfelf and them a ready and eafy retreat, in 
fe he fhould be oblig’d to give way to the 
nd fortune of his adverfary. © | 

VOL. IE Bb CHERES, 
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not, 

CHERES, being arriv’d before Bubaftisiimm aol 
comforted himfelf for the impoffibility hem 10" 
faw of engaging in battle with the impoftorgam kpa 
and the difficulty it would be to force his ing dele 


trenchments, by confidering that his prefencgygm » th 


freed the city at leaft front all attacks: fo 


not one of the befiezers offer’d to ftir beyond € 
their pallifado's. He endeavour’d even t anf 
decoy them out of ’em by a feign’d diforde jour 


He feparated his army more than he ha thou 
done at firft; and relying upon his own vigigi teal 
ancy, as well asupon fentinels, who were tha Ala 
more wary, as they appear'd to be the lefs fa he h 
he pafs d five days and five nights under tents ren 
in a place very proper for an engagement, if Ur 
the enemy had been inclin’d to it. ‘Fhis ba midi 
not having fucceeded, his whole army, whic after 
he had been willing to fave an exploit tha they 
might have been fanguinary, urg’d him tg te 
lead them on to the enemy, who had oivell they 
too evident marks of their dread of being agg ‘on 
tack’'d, to be much fear’d in their defence his 
"Thus the caie ftood, when a herald cami prey 
from the counterfeit Sethos to Cheres, an He 
told him, that he was willing to raile for | 
fiege of Bubaftis, and to return to his fic they 
+f Cheres -himfelf would retire the diftand tm 
‘of two days journey; becaufe the Arabia thei 
could not hazard the neceffary preparatio folle 
for their retreat, in the prefence, nor even! ther 


the neighbourhood of an enemy's army. 
| | nd 
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t, they were refolv’d to remain in the fitu- 
on they faw they were in till the inunda- 
nof the Nike would oblige them both ta 
arate : and that, in this cafe, they would 
fer till another time to {ecure themfelves 


the poflefhons they already had in Egypt. 


CHERES, in the prefence of his army, 
fwer'd the herald in a few words: Tell 
ur chief, that I fhan’t retire, and that J 
ould be very forry if he himfelf fhould re- 
at. Thefe few words being related to 
ares, increas’d his fear. With the opinion 
had conceiv’d of the knowledge and expe- 
nce of Cheres, he was apprehenfive he had 
und fome ftratagem to furprize him in the 
iddle of his. intrenchments. “They quickly 
er were inform’d from the city, that 
ey pereeiv’d, from the top of the towers, 
e enemy's camp in a filent motion, which 
ey endeavour’d a$ much as poflible ta 
nceal. Cheres, going in perfon to make 
s obfervations, judg’d that the befiegers 
epar’d for their retreat the following night. 
le even. confider’d, that it was not prudent 
them to lofetheir time before a city which 
ey had. no farther defign t@ attack, and to 
main to. no purpole fo far from Heropolis, 
ir magazine. He therefore prepar'd ta 
low them. He took care not to difturb 
hem in their departure from their camp, 
ut made a fhew as if he was, quite ignorant 
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of it the whole time. The next morning, 
by break of day, he was with his fix thoufand 
horfe at the rear of a very numerous army, 
which, however, confifted chiefly of infan-| 
try, as having been defign’d for a fiege. He 
had given orders to his army to march after 
him at the rate of a league an hour, what- 
ever motions they faw taken by the horfe 
who would not engage in a fet battle without 
them. In the mean time, the cavalry, being 
all well mounted, foon overtook the enemy's 
rear, and began to gaul them forely. Afares, 
who had kept what litde cavalry he had in 
his rear, refolv’d to face him with them, 
encouraging his infantry to haften their 
march to a place which was near about 
half way, and which he look’d upon as pro- 
per to range himfelf in battle-array. He, at 
the fame ume, difpatch’d meflengers to ride 
full fpeed, and ftop his firft ranks in the fame 
place. But the fear which had been propa- 
gated from one to another, had fo much 


 haften’d their march, that not only the firft 


ranks but the middlemoft were already much 
nearer to Heropolis than to Bubaftis. Afares 
was therefore oblig'd to divide the whole day 
between defence and flight ; that is, after 
having fled to reach his infantry, he facd 
about with his two thoufand horfe, to give 
them time to fly farther behind him. Cheres, 
who after the firft fkirmifhes march’d always 
an equal pace, not to be at teo great a dif- 
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ce from the remainder of his army, halted 
ice to refrefh all his troops with the pro- 
ions which he had made every foldier take 
th him for a day. He did not doubt but 
s fame delay would affift him in reaching 
> fugitives towards the end of their march, 
1to overtake a great part of their army be- 
e it got into Heropolis. And, indeed, 
re than twenty thoufand Arabian foot, the 
t detachments of the camp, could march 

farther when they came within a league 
two of the city. Cheres’s troops, on the 
itrary, were the more invigorated at the 
ht of the enemy: And as they were there 
a pretty large plain, Cheres, without ftop- 
i their march, only open’d their ranks, 
1 himfelf at the head of his cavalry, fell 
mediately upon that of Afares. A combat 
unequal in every refpect, foon became a 
ody defeat for the Arabians. Their two 
ufand horfe being reduc’d to one hundred, 
k their flight thro’ their own infantry ; 
ich they had hurry’d along with them, if 
res had not remain’d alone, and fupported 
m for fome time. He had no hopes of 
ing them: but while he facrificd thefe 
nty thoufand men, who were not in a con- 
ion to fly, he thought of efcaping himfelf, 
go and provide for the body of his army, 
ich, happily for him and them, had got 
0 Heropolis. This he likewife did after 
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about half an hour's defence, retiring by de- | 


grees to the hindermoft ranks, under pretence 
of making them advance. Thefe twenty 


thoufand men were a victim to fave the ref | 
of their nation; and not one of them ever | 
afk’d quarter. It is this cuftom which hag | 
render’d them invincible in their own coun. | 
try, and is the reafon that Arabia has not yet | 
fubmitted to the yoke of any foreign power, | 
The thoiety of Cheres’s army, which was | 
not come up at the time of the battle, was | 
oblig’d to march over thefe dead bodies to | 
get to Heropolis. Afares, when he enterd | 


the city, caus’d the gates to be fhut; fo that 


Cheres, who would not form any attack | 


during the night, incamp’d under the walls 


with all histroops. The next morning he fum- | 
mon’d Afares to furrender the place. His an- | 
{wer was, that he had no defign to keep it: | 
But he entreated Cheres would fuffer the gates | 
to reinain fhut till the next day at that time, | 


and then they fhould be open’d to him. 
Cheres, not to expofe the inhabitants to any 
difafter from the defperate Arabians, granted 


them this delay, which his affault would but | 
Rave made much longer. They imploy’d 
this time to reimbark : So it was the citi-! 
zens themfelves, who were left alone, that M 
enen’d the gates the next morning to the con- | 
queror, and receiv’d him with great accla-| 
mations. They were the price of a victory, | 
which | 


See 
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hich the fruits of his fame had made him 
bain fo eafily, and which was only owing 
» the long feries of his foregoing labours. 


As it was reafonable to think the counter- 
eit Sethos would for ever abandon an enter- 
rize, the firft attempt of which had prov'd 
»unfortunate; Cheres, being now on the 
hore of the Red-fea, thought in earneft of 
nding the iflanders of Taprobane immedi- 
tly back again. His firft declaration of 
his his defign threw them into an inexpref- 
ble affliction. Accuftom'd, as they had been 
or ten whole years, to the conduct of the 
vifeft of chiefs, and the beft of matters; 
nd even delighted with all the difcoveries, 
nd all the victories of which they had par- 
ken; returning into their own country 
eem’d to them a falling into flavery, or con- 
ming themfelves to a prifon. They fub- 
nitted, however, to juftice ; and they con- 
ider’d that they were now of no farther ier- 
vice to Cheres, who was return’d into Egypr, 
ind had, in appearance, finifh’d all his wars. 
And with regard even to the affiftance they 
could be of to him, they had long fince 
hardly made up a tenth part of his fleet. The 
recruits which had increas’d it, were prifoners 
deliver’d at Sophir, fome of the favages of 
the new coafts, but chiefly the Phoenicians 
which they had met with in the large colo- 
nies they already had on the coafts of northern 

Aas Africa. 
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Africa. They were therefore only about 
three thoufand men, for whom fix veffels 
were fufficient to tranfport them home at 
their eafe. And that was juft the number the 
Kings of Taprobane had furnifh’d. But their | 
vefiels being left in the mouths of the Nile, } 
near the Mediterranean, the Pheenicians were 
to reftore them the fame number, taken from 
fome of the havens they had on the Red- 
fea. As they carry’d on a trade on both feas, 
they were accuftom’d to thefe forts of bar- 
ters, either among themfelves, or with foreign 
merchants. But thefe iflanders were firft to 
be conducted to fome haven in this fea, where | 
the Pheenicians had a fettlement , and they | 
pitch’d upon the white Port, from whence 

the real Sethos had the firft time left Egypt. | 
The commanding officer of the fleet at Hero- | 
polis offer'd the veflels of his harbour for | 
their tranfport, if Cheres would procure the | 
 confent of the king of Tanis. This offer | 
gave Cheres an opportunity of writing a let- | 
rer to the king; in which he firft acquainted 

him with the circumftances of his expulfing 

the Arabians, and that the iflanders of Tapro- | 
bane had contributed to it jointly with the 

Pheenicians, in proportion to their number. | 
And afterwards defir’d that the former might 

be tranfported to the White Port in fhips | 
which the king would have the goodnefs to 
lend them ; and which fhould be immediately | 
fent back again. The king return’d Cheres | 
SS a very | 
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a very gracious anfwer. After having thank’d 
him for the important fervice he had juft — 
done him, he aflured him, that he might 
command whatever his kingdom aftorded ; 
and even defiring him to order matters fo, 
that the iflanders of Taprobane might return 
as contented, if poffible, with the king of 
Tanis, as with Cheres. He added, that 
after having difpos’d every thing for their 
departure, he hop’d Cheres would repair to 
his capital, to receive there the honours which 
were due to him, and even to take his refi- 
dence there for good and all, if he had no 
higher or more agreeable views. Cheres, 
who could-think of no place where he could 
more peaceably wait the fucceflion to the 
kingdom of Memphis, when it fell; an- 
fwer d the king, that he would do himfelfthe 
honour to accept of his goodnefs, till the fer- 
vice of Egypt, and efpecially of Memphis, 
his real country, might call him elfewhere. 
And ‘he continued no longer at Heropolis 
than was neceflary to determine the fhare 
which was due to the iflanders of the riches 
of the fleet, which were fent for thither. 
He laftly gave them great recommendations 
and praifes to their kings: and they, on their 
fides, affur'd him, that the only comfort 
they had at parting was, that they were going 
to publifh his fame, and their gratitude 
throughout the whole eaft. They made room 
in the fix veffels for fome Ethiopians, who 
| were 
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were to find fome of their own at the White 
Port, whither they traded; and who de- 


parted with the fame reluétance as the iflan- | 


ders. Immediately after their departure, 


Cheres fent the Egyptian troops into the | 
quarters from whence they came, and with | 


his own, march’d towards Tanis. 


His defign, without doubt, was not to | 
lead them into the capital. But in his march | 
thither he was te come to the canal of the | 
Nile, where his vefels: enter’d at their arri- | 
val, and thither it was he carry’d his army. | 
There likewife he gave them in general, | 
leave, either to return into Pheenicia, or to | 
traffick, as they were accuftom’d, in Egypt, | 
or on the coafts of the two feas. In themean | 
time, as there were in this fleet, which was | 
equally for trade and war, above ten thoufand | 
men, who either by inclination or fortune, | 
were rather foldiers than traders ; Cheres told | 
thefe, That as hitherto there had been no | 
propofals of peace made between Egypt and | 
Arabia ; and as they did not know whether | 
the pretender to the crown of Memphis | 
might not invade that kingdom, as he at firft | 
intended, he would advife the king of Tyre, | 
that upon returning his troops, he referv’d 
the freedom of requiring thofe again in cafe | 


of this invafion alone. Thefe ten thoufand 


men, and even all the reft,; in emulation of | 
one another, enfwer'd, that they wouldback | 
this | 
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his requeft with their defires and good offi- 
cs, He concluded, by recommending to 
hem the favages who were civiliz’d, and 
whom they took along with them; and all 


thofe whom he had made either vaffals or 


jfociates on the coaft of Africa. He himfelf 
recommended both to the king of Tyre ina 
long letter he wrote to him. It was receiv'd 
x it deferv'd, and all the articles it contain’d, 
granted or promis d, with extraordinary marks 
of gratitude and great praifés. In the mean 
time the Phoenicians, tho’ they had a greater 
knowledge of the virtues of Cheres, and con- 
lequently were more devoted to him than the 
reft of the fleet, bore with greater patience a 
feparation which they did not think would be 
lone for them, and which befides left them 
in his neighbourhood. Thus this hero, with- 
out quitting his views to the throne, which 
was his right, depriv’d himfelf, however, of 
all chofe foreign fuccours ; who, upon barely 
difcovering his name, might then have plac’d 
him upon it by the glory of his fame, and 
the courfe of his reiterated fuccefles. But he 
would not difquiet his father in his old age. 
He depended upon the favour of the nation 
after his deceafe; and he did not defpair, but 
that appearing before him upon fome remark- 
able occafion, he fhould overcome, even in 
his life-time, the unjuft influence of the moft 
infinuating, and moft wicked of women. 
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As he was going to wait for this opportu- 


nity at Tanis, he was inform’d by fome ofï- | 
cers of that court, who accompany’d him on | 
the road, that the kings of Egypt harbour'd J 
fome fecret diflatisfaétion among themfelves | 
againft the king of Memphis. ‘The admini- | 
{tration of Daluca was the firft caufe of it, | 
Thefe kings afcrib’d to him, not without § 
reafon, the caufe of the Arabian war, which © 
threaten’d the whole nation; and they had | 
taken a pernicious refolution, which, how- | 
ever, is but too common among princes, | 
who are jealous one of the other, to let him | 
fuffer, at leaft, the firft attack of the barba- | 
rians, Without fuccouring him. It was like- | 
wife for that reafon, added thefe officers, that | 
Daluca, knowing their convention, had fuf- | 
fer'd the ftorm to fall upon Tanis, tho’ fo | 
near, without ftirring ; and had even hinder’d | 
her fon Pemphos from going to the aflift- 


ance of the princefs Mnevia, notwithftand- 
ing his paffion, which engag’d him in her 
behalf. Cheres anfwer’d them, that as having 
been a {oldier of Memphis, he with’d the 
expulfion of the Arabians might reftore his 
king to the friendfhip of the kings his neigh- 
bours, which the fear of thefe foreign ene- 
mies had made him lofe. | 


As the day Cheres was to arrive at Tanis 
was known, great preparations were made 
for 
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for his entry. Not only the. militia of the 
adjacent country, but the greater part of the 
citizens under arms, march’d in order almoft 
three leagues to receive him, under found of 
trumpets and kettle-drums. He rode the 
whole way between two files of foldiers, 
who kept off the people of the neighbouring 
towns and country, which an earneft defire 
of feeing him had drawn together from 
every part. ‘They faid to one another, that 
was he who was return’d from a new world, 
and had carry’d the laws of Egypt to un- 
known nations. Several of them ask'd the 
oficers who follow’d, if the horfe he rode 
on was the fame which he had made ufe of 
in the refcuing of Carthage from an oppref- 
for, and the Mauritania Tingitana from a 
tyrant ? And upon a fign given, that it was, 
they ran with all their.might to fee the ri- 
der and the horfe, a fecond time. Being 
come to the city, he pafled a long and fpa- 
cious {treet ; in which, not to mention the 
ereat number of people, all the beauties 
of Tanis, plac’d either on fcaffolds, or in 
the windows, devour’d him with their eyes, 
and indulg’d themfelves in acclamations, 
juftify’d by an univerfal example. Drawing 
nearer to the king’s palace, which fac’d the 
gate he entered at a great diftance; he 
obferved upon the fteps a lady, furrounded 
by a great number of others at fome dif- 
tance, and that fhe exceeded all the other 

in 
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382 The Life of SETHOSs. 
in the noble tatinefs of her ftature. Not M ow 
doubting but it was the princefs, he alighted Wj af 
from his horfe, as did likewife his whole | 
. Fetinue, and he walked fome time before he | 
could diftinguifh the features of her face. | 
As the feem’d to wait his coming upon the À 
fteps, he mended his pace ; but fhe advance- | 
ing infenfibly, was got down to the loweft À 
fiep, juft as he came to the fquare: and § 
tho’ he then went yet fafter, he could not | 


hinder her from coming about a quarter of M à 
the way to meet him. He foon diftovered M f 


a lady of a majeftical and furprizing beauty, À 
who waited till he arofe from the deep re- À 
verence he made at accofting her, to put | 
a crown of lawrels. on his head. That | 
action it was which made the:firft approach | 
to his heart, and put him in mind of the | 
laft advice Amedes gave him. With re- M 
fpect to the princefs, her ruling paffion for À 
merit and virtue, had long before engag’d | 
her in favour of Cheres: and loving him | 
already in fome meafure upon the credit of | 
his fame, nothing new offered to her in | 
this moment, but that fhe found his car- | 
riage and phyfiognomy worthy of his fame. | 
Cheres taking her by the hand to lead her | 
mto the palace, faw the king who was ad- | 
vanc’d upon a large balcony follow’d by | 
his courtiers. From thence he was fenfible @ 
of the firft marks of gratitude from this | 
prince, and he receiy’d yet more from his | 

| | own | 
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own mouth, when he was above with him. 
After feveral difcourfes and diverfions, which 
fucceeded one another during the courfe of 
the day, the king caus’d Cheres to be led in- 
to the apartment which he had prepared for 
him in the palace. : | 


WHATEVER fecret inclination Cheres 


and the princefs might have been fenfible of 
one for the other, from their firft interview, 
and which was confirm’d by two months 
frequent converfation together, tho’ always 
in publick ; the king was the firft who 
thought of engaging this hero in, his inte- 
reft, by a marriage with his daughter. The 
independance of his throne, with which his 
thoughts were continually employ’d, feem’d 
to him better fecur’d with a man, who he 
thought had no relations, than with a prince 
like Pemphos, who might become king by 


the death of his brother. But he deferr’d 


propofing this union to his daughter, till he 
had obtain’d from the other kings a title 
of honour for Cheres, to be given him by 
them alltogether, and which might fupply 
in fome meafure the honour, which he. be- 
lieved he wanted in his birth. He propos’d 
to them by faithful and eloquent agents, to 
declare Cheres Confervator of Egypt. They 
reprefented in his name, that he had de- 
ferved this title by expelling the Arabians 
at his arrival ; and that it would infpire 

him 
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him with a new zeal againft them, in cafe | anc 
of their return, which they had reafon to MM out 
fear. They added, that it was for thefe Ml he 


kings adlually to reward the great actions 
of an-Egyptian, which other nations of the 
world could only do by their praifes. They 
gave them, in fhort, to underftand, that it 
was expedient for them to fupport, by an 
acknowl edgment, which was eafy, and even 
advantageous to them, the glory which this | 
hero had acquir’d for Egypt by fo many 
labours, as profitable to mankind as difin- 
terefted to-himfelf. The kings of ‘l'hebes 
and This, believing this title to be of no 
confequence conferr’d on a man born a 
common foldier, as they believ’d Cheres to | 
be, made no difficulty of granting it at the | 
defire of che king of Tanis. ‘They did not 
even imagine, that this title would be fuf- 
ficient to engage Spanius, whom they knew 
to be jealous of the honour of his crown, 
to give his daughter to an unknown perfon. 
They therefore of themfelves added to this 
title the function of General of the Egyptian 
forces in foreign wars. The king of Mem- 
phis, to whom the counterfeit Sethos had 
given difturbance, immediately approved 
both the title and the employ: but Daluca, 
who govern’d for him, was more apprehen- 
five of the virtues of Cheres, than he was 
then of her vices. She made therefore fe- 
veral objections againft this new dignity, 
| | | an 
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nd did not at length confent to it, but 
ut of fear of feeing it given him without 
er approbation. 


AMBAS'SADORS were fent to Spanius 
rom all thefe kings, and they had concer- 
ed matters fo, that they came at the fame 
ime. ‘They had orders from their mafters 
othank him, for having thought of a title 
by which he made them all concur with 
him, in.the fame teftimonies of efteem and 
sratitude with regard to Cheres. Addreffing 
hemfelves next to him, they fhew’d him the 
«tent they gave to this new title, and the 
fice annex’d toit. ‘They beg’d of him to 
be contented: with a dignity which began 
ind would end in him. They obferv'd, 
hat the kings their mafters, did not think. 
it too great for a hero, who after having 
done fo much honour to Egypt by his bare 
lime, was come in perfon to render it fo 
ignal a fervice againft the Arabians. : But 
hat in the very fame circumftances, they 
hould not have granted it to any one of a 
character different from his, and that it was 
b his virtue alone they confided it. ‘That 
hey, to conclude, believ’d, this fame vir- 
we would engage him to preferve that af- 
ction for his country, of which he had 
given evidences, before he had receiv’d any 
benefit from it, but his birth. Cheres an- 
er d, that it was for the king alone, who 
Vou. II. Cc had 
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had requefted this honour for him, to re. | 
turn thofe thanks which were due to the! 
kings, who had granted it him with an ad. | 
dition. But that, notwithftanding the dif. | 
pofition he had always been in to fhed his | 
hlood for his country ; he hop’d that the | 
union of the kings among one another, m2. À 
king Egypt formidable to foreign enemies, | 
would render his new dignity a title with-/ 
out an employ ; and that far from making | 
an ill ufe, he wifh’d he might never make! 
any ufe at all of it. : 


THs time which pafs’d during this ne" 
gotiation, had been more than fufficient to! 
kindle in the hearts of Cheres and Mnevia.! 


a love more generous in the hero, and more 
tender in the princefs. But the exquifite! 
wifdom of both, had hindred them, for dif! 
ferent reafons, not only from making any 
outward fhew of it, but from having open’d 
their minds one to the other. However, 
the very next day after the publication 
of this utle in Tanis, the king took hi 
daughter in private, and told her, That 
tho’, among the perfons who had offered thet 
addreffes to her, there were fome whom 
reafons of ftate would have oblig’d him t 
exclude ; he never propos’d to force her tc 
marry any one againft her will, and ,tha 
therefore it fhould be yet in her power tore 
fufe the perfon he was now going to name 4 
3 _ betanfe 
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caufe he believ’d, that fhe could not be 
happy but with a husband who was agree- 
able to both. The perfon I have now to 
propofe to you, is the confervator of Egypt. 
The princefs, after having told the king, 
that he would always have been fecure of 
her obedience, with regard to whomever 
he might have offered her, thank’d him for 
the choice he had made ; infomuch that the 
king perceived he had nothing more to 
do, than to encourage Cheres in afpiring to 
his daughter. 


HaviNc therefore fent to him, and 
fpeaking with him alone, he told him, that 
the employ, which he was juft raifed to by 
all the kings of Egypt, was a reward for the 
fervice he had done the whole nation. But 
that his dynafty, his own perfon, and that 
of his daughter, having been deliver’d by 
his valour, as well from a future as a pre- 
fent danger, he thought himfelf obliged to 
give him à more peculiar reward ; and that 
he had none more precious to offer him, 
than that of his daughter. Cheres anfwerd, 
that he was fenfible of the king’s generofity, 
In its utmoft extent: That, however, he was — 
much lefs affe€ted with what would flatter 
the ambition of another in fuch a prefent, 
than with the freedom which he gave to the 
fentiments of his mind: and that, as un- 
known as he was, it was to that alone his 

GS ¢ 3 gratitude 


388 The Life of SETHOS. 


gratitude was anfwerable. But, my lord, cons | 
tinued he, as I know my father is yet living, 
tho’ he don’t think of finding me in theex. | 
traordinary adventures to which fortune hath © 
led me, it is my duty to go to him toobtain À 
his confent to a marriage, with which'even | 
kings would efteem themfelves honour’d: | 
For procuring of which, I only require à | 
journey, which my own impatience will ! 
render very fhort. The king conceiv'd a | 
new degree of eileem for Cheres upon this | 
regularity of obedience, which he had not | 
thought of; and he granted him a permif- À 
fion, which he thought convenient with re- À 
{peé& to his daughter herfelf. In the mean | 
time, it was agreed between the king, his | 


ee 


daughter, and Cheres, that this new engage- À 


ment fhould remain a fecret till the latter | 


returned. That he fhould conceal it, in ! 
particular from prince Pemphos, who had | 
pafled privately thro’ Tanis fome few days | 
before Cheres arrived there ; and who, tho’ | 


a lover of the princefs, had however ob- | 


tain d no promife either from the king or 


her ; efpecially, becaufe queen Daluca | 
feem’d to be then. ina mifunderftanding | 
with them. Laftly, They refolved that Che- | 
res fhould defer his journey for fome days, 
to receive the firft compliments from every | 


order, upon Ris new title of conferyator. 
| 3 


THE! 


The Life of SETHOS. 389 


THE hopes of the two lovers, favour’d 
, by that authority which render’d it lawful, 
gave way toa free fcope of vows already 
form’d, but till then kept in the moft fe- 
vere referve ; and even the innocence of 
their love rais’d it to a paffion againft which 
they fufpeéted no obftacle. Mutually af- 
fected with the efteem due to the perfonal 
merit of each other, they rejoic’d, in private, 
at having wherewithal to advance the de- 
ferts of their beloved objets ; the princefs 
with her crown plac’d upon the head of a man 
of fortune, and the unknown prince with a 
throne fuperior to that of Tanis, whjch he 
reckon’d foon to add to it. 


NoTuHIinG, however, could come up to 
the modefty of the princefs in this’ regard. 
Finding in fome meafure her birth itfelf in- 
ferior to the glory of her lover, fhe could 
difcourfe with him on nothing but his heroick 
actions: fhe fet fuch a value upon them, as 
the confus’d encomiums of the whole world 
could not exprefs; and which fometimes 
even awaken’d in This hero fome natural 
motions of felf-love. He knew no other 
way of return, but by a paffion which left her 
no diffidence, whatever point the delicacy 
of her heart had attain’d to. One cloud, 
however, fill d the mind of Mnevia with 
fome affiétion, It was the approaching ab- 

Cc 3 {ence 
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fence of Cheres, which on the contrary re | 
joiced him, in hopes of returning, in every. | 
refpeét, and publickly worthy of fuch a bride, | 


HE was juft upon his departure for this | 
defign only, when advices came from feveral ! 
parts, that che counterfeit Sethos, having | 
Qbtain’d from the king of Meriaba a more | 
mighty army than the former, waited only | 
the entire fall of the Nile, which was al, | 
ready pretty far advanc’d, to come and at- | 
tack the kingdom of Memphis. He had | 
perfuaded the Arabian king, that Cheres had | 
difarm’d himfelf, by difcharging the troops | 
he had been ten years in forming, and thay | 
it was an impoffibility for him to have the | 
fame fervice from the Egyptian militia, | 
who during that whole time had not been 
employ’d in any confiderable war. 


T His news doubled the impatience of | 
Cheres to depart : And his duty being now | 
combin’d with the intereft of his love, he 
was intirely taken up. in the preparations for | 
a march as general of an army, whereas 
before he was only thoughtful how to | 
gain admittance privately and alone into | 
Oforoth’s palace. But this circumftance | 
increafed the uneafinefs of the princefs on | 
his departure. It is impoffible to calm | 
the apprehenfions of a lady who truly | 
loves, on the perils of a war; and the | 

| | er valour | 
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valour of Cheres feem’d no lefs hazardous 
to her than his remifsnefs would have been. 
She told him at the laft farewel, in which 
fhe had an opportunity of {peaking to him 
alone, That the whole burden of love always — 
fell upon her fex. That the fervice of his 
country, the preparations, and even dangers 
of war were for men fo many diverfions and 
alleviations in abfence ; while thefe ve: 
fame objects were a burden to the repofe and 
inactivity of a lady, in proportion to her 
fidelity and tendernefs, Cheres, mov'd by 
this difcourfe, told her,. that fhe embolden’d 
him to tender her an oath, which other- 
wife did not appear fuitable to the honour 
to which fhe had reafon to think his mar- 
riage raifed him; which was to fwear to her 
in the prefence of the gods, never to marry 
any other but her. The princefs feem’d 
fatisfy’d with fo formal an engagement; and 
under pretence that he. was to depart very 
early the next morning, fhe thought it moft 
proper not to fee him again, to hide her 
tears. | | 


But as they were upon the point of 
feparating, the king came into the apartment 
where they had been difcourfing. He told 
Cheres that he did not believe his exhorta- 
tions of greater force than thofe of his 
daughter, to engage him to be careful of 
his life, and to haften his return, asmuch 

CC 4 as 
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as the fervice of Egypt, and a’ concern: for À 

his glory would allow. That he had, how. | 

ever, his private motives to offer the fame | 

vows. That he would not have Cheres | 

think he had all the obligation to him for | 

the choice he had made of him for his {on- 

in-law : And that in the irrevocable defign « 
he had form’d for the fucceffion to his © 
throne, not to beftow his daughter upon M 
any one who could be king in his own right; M 
Cheres was of all men the perfon, who with | 
the greateft merit could otherwife beft ac- * 
complifh this view. Cheres, ftruck with M 
this declaration, as with a clap of thunder, 4 
had enough to do to conceal the diforder of | 
his mind. He:endeavoured to cover it ! 
under an excefs of gratitude and modefty, ! 
which fo flattering an explication might © 
juftify. He fucceeded with refpect to the © 
king; but the eyes of a miftrefs are by far M 
more penetrating ; and Mnevia, only by the ! 
confufion fhe had perceiv'd in Cheres, was ! 
extreamly afflicted at this exception of her | 
father, which fhe knew nothing of before. | 
Cheres not yet knowing what refolution to | 
take-on this cruel event, haften’d to get away, 1 
by taking his laft leave of the king and the | 


princefs, inftead of giving an anfwer. — 


HAvING immediately fought a retire- 
ment for fome moments, he began by ac- | 
cufing himfelf of being fallen into this paf. | 


fion, | 
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fon, fo fatal to the moft virtuous heroes, 
and of which he had a recent example in 
Gifcon. Who, cry’d he, will extricate me 
from the abyfs out of which I have drawn 
this happy friend? I am already bound by 
an oath, not ftronger, but more facred than 
my love itfelf; and I afpire to the fcepter of 
Memphis, which I have rafhly believ’d I 
might combine with that of Tanis. I have 
nothing to do but to abandon this fcepter. 
But what ignominy am I going to cover 
myfelf with ; if, king in my own right of 
the fecond dynafty of Egypt, I reduce my- 
felf by marriage to be king of the loweft ; 
or, to fay better, if I become the chief 
fubjeét to my wife? I will go to Memphis, 
continued he, time and place will farther 
inlighten me. Strengthen, in the mean 
time, O ye juft gods! the refolution with 
which you this moment infpire me, to guide 
myfelf in every circumftance according to 
the laws of honour and virtue, whatever may 
be the confequence of it. The firft of thefe 
laws is without doubt now to fulfil the 
function my country has honour’d me with, 
and for the fake of that, to fufpend all the 
troubles of my mindand heart. He follow’d 
this refolution inftantly, and, becoming quite 
another man in appearance, than he really 
was in his mind, he began by. making the 
troops defile, which he took of the militia 

of Tanis, giving them orders to which pro- 
vince 
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vince of the kingdom of Memphis they | 
fhould repair. He difpatch’d likewife mef. | 
fengers, by virtue of. his charge, to affemble | 
the foldiers of Thebes and This, which he | 
took from the frontiers of thefe two king. | 
doms, that they might have the lefs way to | 
march, and he gave them the fame rendez. | 
vous. After which he departed himéelf, | 
accompany’d by fuch officers as were agree- | 
able to his dignity, | “| 


CHERES, upon coming into the city, À 
where he had taken his birth and education, À 
could not forbear being mov’d to compaffion | 
on his own account. This compaffion was ! 
foon afterwards remov’d, on the difference | 
he thought he perceivd in the exterior | 
of the houfes and citizens, which feem’d # 
to labour under the length of a cruel | 
and unjuft adminiftration.. Paffing through 
the ftreets, he received all the homage which | 
the zeal of the people had left them matters ! 


of. But the queen had retrench’d almoft all @ 


fhe could of the ceremonies, which were | 
dependant on her. However, as, without | 
{peaking of his title as confervator, the militia | 
was under the command ‘of the general; | 
the officers, whom he had met with on his | 


way, made a great train, which follow'dhim @ 


to the fquare where the king’s palace was. 


THE | 
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Tue bare approach of Cheres, had already 
aus d an extraordinary fhock in the mind 
of Oforoth. The virtue of this hero, more 
famous yet than his exploits, gave him an 
xtream diftafte of the deprav’d intentions, 
and pernicious conduét which he had long 
obferv’d in Daluca, and which he only bore 
out of cuftom and indolence. O, faid he, 
if Cheres were my fon inftead of the rebel 
Sethos, with how much pleafure would I re- 
fore him to the fucceflion of my throne! 
And as he is, how much eafier would the 
fateof my two fons be, under his tuition, 
than under that of their own mother! In 
this ftate of mind, which grew more vigo- 
rous when he heard Cheres was at the gate 
of his palace, he fent and defired he would 
come alone to him into his clofet. At his 
entrance, he threw himfelf on one knee, be- 
tween the arms of his father, who fitting, 
ftretch’d them out to receive him. Virtuous 
and brave Cheres, fäid his father to him, 
aifing him up; You probably think there 
is fome room to reproach me for thetroubles 
[have brought upon my kingdom, and upon 
all Egypt, by the, perhaps, too flighting an- 
{wer I gave my eldeft fon, when he let me 
know he was yet alive. But befides that after 
having prov’d hisexiftence, he might, by be- 
ing with me, in time have been reftor’d to all 
his rights; the injurious anfwer, which with- 
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out doubt you know he fent me, and which} 
he immediately back’d by anopen war, now 
prove, that notwithftanding the hopes of his 
early youth, I had given my fubjects a wicked! 
king, had I declar’d him my fucceffor. I! 
confefs, that after the example of the fatal À 
night at Coptos, the very name of Daluca’ 
might, with reafon, deter him from return-! 


ing to my palace; and that having fince been @ 


fo weak to recall this woman from the exile | 
I had enjoyn’d her, my eldeft fon had yet! 


reafon to be apprehenfive of her in thefe 
latter times, in which he propos’d his return. @ 


But the compulfion he would lay me under ! 
to banifh her, had fomething fo audacious | 
and infolent in it, that he himfelf put me | 
out of a condition to execute it. In a word, | 
you fee I am confin’d, if I could with other- | 
wife, to the two fons I have had by Daluca. | 
I won't conceal it from you, they are the | 
fole objeét of my affection. I pleafe myfelf | 
with the hopes, you will in time find them | 
worthy of your friendfhip too. They de- | 
ferve it at leaft, by the great efteem and ad- | 
miration they bath have of your virtues, tho | 
as yet they know you no otherwife than by | 
fame. The eldeft of the two, whom I de- 
fign for my throne, is in this palace. He 1s | 
very feldom out of my fight, and has never | 
been beyond the limits of my kingdom. 
The youngeft, being of amore active genius, | 
and given to curiofjty, has already ne 7 
much; } 


— 
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much; and if he had not been fearful of 
dfobliging his mother, had long fince been 
with you; fince he has confefs’d at his re- 
tun from his laft travels, that he had been 

x places not far diftant from thofe where 
you were: but he hardly ftaid a fingle day 
this time at Memphis, before he departed for 
the coafts of the Red-fea, to defend them 
@ wainft the invafion of Sethos, and there he 
now is. It is not without areafon, brave Cheres, 
that I defcend to thefe particulars with you. 
A 1fhall not even conceal from you, that this 
@ woman, who was the occafion of my lofing 
my eldeft fon, when he was the moft worthy 
of my love, is the fame that I principally 
fear, with regard to my two other fons, who 
are her own; and againft her it is I entreat 
your protection for them, when I am no 
more. I am not fo blind, but I perceive 
that all the zeal fhe fhews, efpecially with 
regard to prince Beon her eldeft, is affected, 
principally with a view to preferve the fo- 
vereign power in her own hand: and I fore- 
fee, that fhe will abufe it yet farther, towards 
my fubjeéts, by the blind fubmiffion of my 
fon, than fhe has hitherto done under the 
frailty of her husband. Infpire my fon, 
by your counfels, with a vigilance and re- 
folution, which I wanted in more advanc’d 
years, and which my age renders me inca- 
pable of, now I better know the importance 
of it, and my own duty. Extend your ge- 
nerous 
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nerous friendfhip to the prince his brother,’ 
whofe fortune with other kings, our neigh. | 
bours, fhe hinders, by the frequent fubjedts | 
of complaints fhe gives them. She even now | 
keeps in fufpence an advantageous paffion, | 
which young Pemphos will give you a bet. | 
ter account of than I can, when the orders | 
of war will call him to your prefence. In | 
a word, as I ought to truft no longer to à 
my own choice, it is by the fuffrage of the | 
publick, wife Cheres, that 1 have chofen M t 
you to be the guardian and father of my J 
two fons. ‘Tho’ the title of con/fervator of 7 
Egypt gives you a function of greater ex- 
tent, I prefume to hope the intereft of the ! 
kingdom of Memphis, your own country, | 
will have fome degree of preference in your ! 
mind. 1 


M y lord, anfwer’d Cheres, There is fo À 
man in the world, however barbarous, but | 
whom a confidence like to this you honour | 
me with, would infpire with a zeal for the | 
two princes your fons. Sethos himfelf 
would become the protector of his brothers, 
whom he has hitherto look’d upon as his ris | 
vals: judge, my lord, what impreffion your | 
difcourfe has made on a man who has given | 
fuch proofs of his loyalty, as have engag’d: ! 
you and the kings your neighbours to name | 
him confervator of Egypt. The king, who 
had ordered prince Beon to attend at the | 

door § 
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door of his clofet, then heard a flight noife 
without, which inform’d him of his being 
coe. He therefore ordered him to open 
the door ; and the prince being come in, 
Cheres made him, in a general, but very 
lively manner, all the proteftations of love 
and fervice which he could expec from 
him. The young prince received them with 
great marks of gratitude, and likewife with 
that refpeét which drew upon Cheres a repu+ 
tation, that fupplied in the mind of every 
one, the place of his unknown birth. 


As foon as Cheres was alone with his 
brother, he told him, that in a war which 
threatned the inward parts of the kingdom, 
and was levelled at the perfon of the king, 
he thought a fon, deftin’d by his father to 
the fucceflion, fhould take to arms himfelf, 
and give proofs of his valout. Beon an- 
fwer’d, That the very firft news of a war 
had infpired him with this thought and te- 
folution. ‘That he had feveral times fince 
attempted to obtain the confent of his mo- 
ther to go and cover the frontiers of the | 
kingdom, at leaft till the return of his bro- 
ther, who was then travelling in foreign 
_ countries ; but that fhe had always oppos’d 
his defign, by reprefenting how neceflary 
it was for him to remain with his father, 
to be the comfort of his old age ; and the | 
need fhe herfelf ftood in of the only fon fhe 

had 


a 


mother. The young prince having made 
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had then in Egypt, to keep up a friendhhip | 
between her husband and her. She added, | 
that fhe had taken care to have the coafts | 
of the Red-fea, in the whole extent of the | 
kingdom of Memphis, fupplied with com. @. 
manders and officers more capable of de- | 

fending it than Iam: ina word, if her | 
entreaties were not fufficient to ftop me, the | 
laid an exprefs command upon me not to | 
go out of the walls of the city as long as | 
the war lafted. Cheres replied, that publick § 
duties ought to take place of domeftick | 
compliances. That he fhould above all À 
things remember, a king was fubject to | 
none, but to the invifible Lord of the world. À 
But that likewife, it is to him he muft be | 
accountable with the greater feverity for | 
the injuftice he allows, as the perfons, who | 
commit it are the more nearly allied to | 
him : and that, with regard to men, the [| 
crimes he tolerates in his relations add con- + 
tempt to the hatred which he would incur 
by committing them himfelf. Thefe re- 
flexions, my lord, are proper for another 
time. You have now a king, and a father, 
follicite him to allow you the liberty of go- 
ing along with me. ‘This permiflion alone 
will, under the prefent junctures, juftify your 
neglect of the too partial commands of a 


this requeft to the king, Oforoth granted it 
him upon the confidence he had in Cheres, : 
and 
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and yet more on the value he fet upon his 
advice. 


Tue confervator, who prepared to depart 
without delay, went to find the queen ; and 
fpeaking to her.in a tone which fhewed nei- 
ther haughtinefs nor fubmiflion, he told her, 
That being follicitous to infpire the kings of 
Egypt with a zeal of mutually fupporting 
oné another againft foreign enemies; he had 

@ brought ten thoufand men with him from 
Tanis, or, at leaft, had ordered them their 

® pofts whither they would repair in the eaftern 
@ parts of the kingdom of Memphis: That 
he had already taken his meafures to have 

as many from each of the other dynafties : 
And befides that, as he could not refufe ten 
thoufand Phoenicians, who offer’d their fer 
Bice, and who now were in the harbours they 
had on the Red-fea ; he had forty thoufand 
Ben auxiliaries, who would be paid by their 
own kings, That therefore, as he did not pros 
@ pofe to have more than one hundred thoufand 
men regular troops, he wanted only fixty 
thoufand of the militia of Memphis. The 
queen anfwered, that fhe had fent a gteater 
number to the fea-coafts of the kingdom, 
and that fhe would therefore give orders to 
recall part ofthem. Cheres replied, that tho’ 
@ be would not employ them in the field, he 
@ would make ufe of them to recruit the garri- 
@ fons, which were already on the fea=fhote, or 
Vot, IL Dd | place 


402 Ibe Life of SETHOS. | 

place them in thofe inland towns, where | 
they might have occafion for them. But | 
that he beg’d of her not to let the ammuni- | 
tions and provifions be wanting, which he 
himfelf fhould have the honour of defiring M 
from her by his meflengers. | 


THE queen, who was fecretly offended | 
at a difcourfe, by which Cheres gave to un- | 
derftand he perceived her wicked intentions, M 
but was more enrag’d that he carried her 
fon with him, diffembled however thefe 
firft vexations, which feem’d to her to be! 
the forerunners of greater. She was con- 
tented with faying, that he would do well 
only to addrefs himfelf to her; and that] 

this caution was of importance, efpecially 
if any misfortune fhould happen in the cam- 
paign ; becaufe it would be better to have 
the affairs of war, or of the whole kingdom 
go ill, than to give the king any diftur- 
bance. Cheres gave no anfwer to a dif- 
courfe like this; and when he left her, 
reflected, that it was poffible to know 

_ how far the wickednefs of certain minifters i 
went, but that it was impoñlible to guefs 
at the caprice of their views and argu- 
ments. 


+ 


. CHERES, when he left her apartment. 

took the opportunity of the evening to go}. 

privately into the college of the priefts 
That 
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That was the only place where he could 
indulge ‘himfelf freely, after having cons 
teal’d his name and birth for ten whole 
years together. ‘The priefts, who all knew 
him, by means of the two who had at- 
ended him in his voyages, and whom he 
lad fent before-hand into their college, fe- 
viv'd him with a joy which they alone 
wuld amply pofleis. They carry’d him 
immediately into the inmoft part of their 
anduary; where, notwithftanding the pre- 
int emotions of his mind, he refolutely 
mnew’d all the vows of his initiation : 
There likewife they reftor’d him the initi- 
tes veft, which; however; he long conceal’d 
inder his accoutrements of war. At his 
wing out from thence he open’d to them 
he whole ftate of his mind. They began 
bhave a concern for him ; when he rais’d 
hem to the higheft pitch of admiration, by 
he heroick defigns he had projected in re- 
ition to his two brothers. They look’d 
pon his intentions as a glorious refolution 
tthe diforders into which love is capable 
{ throwing the greateft of men. T hey 
ferwards contributed all that was in their 
ower to compofe his mind, during the two 
t three hours he ftay'd with them ; at laft, 
it as he was going to depart, they fhew’d 
his casket, which they had at firft offer’d 
fm, but which he look’d upon as the leaft 
oth his confideration. Death had taken 
Ddads3 away 
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away the high-prieft, to whom he had writ 
ten from Taprobane, to reimburfe the fums 
he had borrow’d of the priefts he foun 
in that ifland, out of the precious ftone 
which were contain’d init. But his fuc 
ceffor fhew’d him the key ty’d to a ring 
juft as he had left it. He rather blam’ 
than thank’d them for this generofity ; an 
having open’d it, he made them take th 
payment of this firft debt in that coin: bu 
he added, That not confiding too much ill 
the queen’s regularity in fupplying the ext 
pences of the war he was about to under | 
take ; he defired them to furnifh him upo 
the fame pledge the fums he might requingg 
of them. As this casket contain’d a rea. 
treafure, Cheres could make fuch advanc®, 
without impoverifhing himielf. He fl 
took the late queen his mother’s ring. 
tho’, he did not defign as yet to put it o 
his finger ; and having taken leave of then 
returned to the palace. As the courte 
knew that Cheres had been admitted alot 
into the king’s and queen’s clofets, thé 
fuppos’d he would be employ’d the whe 
day in affairs of ftate, and that he woul , 
not be to be feen or fpoken with but att, 
affembly, which was held after the king 
fupper. But then, tn this expectation, t 
aflembly ‘was exceeding numerous. Ci 
resimmediately diftinguifhed there int 
place of honour, the princefs, wife to pri 
Beo 
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Reon, becaufe the king and queen were ab- 
fnt. This prince took a pleafure himfelf 
o lead the confervator upto her. He was 
frpriz’d at the apparent likenefs which he 
prceiv’'d in her to the late queen Nephte, 
his mother, as much as he could remember 
fher, or his ring that he had juft taken, 
in which fhe was reprefented, could bring to 
his mind. Beon hkewife told him, that fhe 
was the daughter of the then reigning king 
of This, and confequently niece to the late 
queen of Memphis. Upon which Cheres 
dmired by how many incidents the gods 
fem’d to encourage him in fulfilling the 
efolution he had taken, and which was to 
come to light in due time. In the mean 
while, the princefs, who juft began to 
hew fome figns of pregnancy, recciv’d 
Cheres at firft in as gracious and favourable 
4 manner as her real opinion of him fug- 
vefted. But fhe afterwards added a tender 
reproach, that he was going to rob her of | 
her husband, who had refolved to follow 
him to the war. Cheres, obferving the tears 
juft ftarting in her eyes, fpoke a httle low- 
er, and told her, that if fhe would do him 
the honour of twoor three moments with 
the prince the next day, he hoped he would 
make this fhort abfence agreeable to her 
herfelf. This meeting being appointed, the 
princefs left Cheres in a very handfome 
manner to the converfation of the whole 
DT aflembly, 


406 The Life of SETHOS. 


affembly, to whofe curiofity he gave {atis. 


faétion, with fo much readinefs and courtefy, | 
as drew as many encomiums upon him 3! 


the things themfelves which he related. 


He employ’d all the next morning in the | 


affairs of his function, and in preparing 


every thing to depart the following day :} 
but a little before noon he went, according | 
to appointment, to the princefs’s apart-| 
ment, where he found prince Beon. He} 
had no great difficulty in making this prin-| 
cefs conceive, that both honour and duty! 
required her husband’s going to the war,| 
and he himfelf had already difpofed her to! 
it. But fhe faid, that during shis abfence,! 
fhe would retire to the priefteffes in the fa- 


cerdotal palace ; and that fhe had already 


obtained their confent to take her lodging 


there the next night. © Her confort ftill 


perfuaded her to enjoy the” diverfions off 
the court: yet fhe perfifted refolutely that! 
fhe would have no other till his return, but! 
his letters, and the converfation of the! 
_prieftefles. Cheres very much approv’d of! 
her defign ; and to concur with this virtuous 


princefs, he told her, that he relied very 


much upon her prayers to the deities during, 
her retreat, for the fuccefs of their under- 
taking. At leaving them, he continued to) 
haften his preparations. He made the prince] 
acquainted with the moft confiderable; and] 


he} 
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he found in him a difciple very attentive 
to the reafons and motives which he gaye. 
him for his different {chemes. 


Every thing being ordered in fuch man- 
ner, that he had the remainder of the even- 
ing, and the following night free, he found 
means to be alone to write to the princefs 
of Tanis He advis’d her in fubftance, 
That on account of fome circumftances 
which were not uncommon among: perfons 
under military obligations; he was not able 
to obtain an interview with his father, till 
the conclufion of a campaign, which he 
flattered himfelf with the hopes of termi- | 
nating in a very fhorttime. But thatthefe » 
obftacles themfelves, this delay, and the 
confequences of the victory which he im- 
plored of the gods, made the idea of 
Mnevia yet more prefent and more precious 
to him, than when he had the honour of 
difcourfing with her every day. In fhort, 
that fince his departure, he had new mo- 
tives for feeing her again without delay. 
Here he finifh’d his letter, without having 
employ’d any of thofe terms that are fa- 
miliar to love, which was not fo much as 
mentioned in it. ‘The next morning, a little 
before fun-rife, he departed from Memphis 
with prince Beon, and fome troops which 
he had referved for their particular retinue. 


Dd 4 THE 
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Tue chief view which Cheres had in | 
this renew’d war, was to take the im- 
poftor alive. His defign was not to put off | 
the difcovering of himielf longer than his | 
return from the campaign, tho’ even he | 
fhould not fuceeed in this particular: but | 
tho’ he had evidences of the truth of his | 
condition in the teftimony of the priefts who ! 
had accompanied him, and in his charatter | 
of initiate, which were not applicable to | 
any other, but to him ; he look’d upon the # 
confronting and forc’d confeflion of the im- | 
poftor, when feiz’d, as a defirable circum- 
ftance to give a greater luftre to his mani- | 
feftation. After having paffed on the other | 
fide of the great ifland form’d\by the Nile, | 
to the eaft of Memphis, which contains the | 
riome called the Nilopolitan ; he ftop'd at | 
a place in every refpeét very convenient, | 
fituate at about twenty leagues diftance from | 
Memphis, and ten leagues from the Red- | 
fea.. He thought proper to encamp there, | 
with the few troops be had carried with | 
him, and:thofe which were already arriv’d | 
from ‘Fanis, as the main center or. ren- | 
dezvous of his army. , Leaving, afterwards | 
Beon with the tithe of commander, and: af- | 
fifted by the counfel of fome able officers | 
whom he had formerly. known, but who | 
did not know him; he left direétions for | 
him to receiye, and difpofe in the quarters | 

| | | he | 
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he, had mark’d out, the auxiliary troops 
which were yet to come. After which, he. 
went, With a very fmall attendance, to-) 
wards the fea-fhore, to vifit the .coaft, and 
to get, if poffible, with his own eyes, fome 
knowledge of the enemy’s fleet. 


IT was natural for him to begin this vifi- 
tation by the place where Pemphos was in= 
camp’d ; and the more, as this. prince had 
chofen that part of the fhore which had the 
feweft forts, and where the nature of the 
ground made a landing eafieft. His tent was 
on the brink of the fhore, and was furrounded 
at fome diftance by an army of one hundred _ 
and twenty thoufand men. His mother, 
to alleviate the troubles fhe otherwife gave 
him, had beftow’d the title of general upon 
him, fubjeét however to a council : but the 
vivacity of this -young prince, and the ex- 
perience he had gain’d in his travels, which 
he knew how to-employ to the beft advan- 
tage, had already chang’d this honorary 
title into a real one. Neverthelefs, as foon as 
he had notice of the confervator’s'being come 
to the outermoft of his lines, he fent a de- 
putation to him, by which he let him know, 
that, not thinking it proper to leave his poft 
fo near the approaching night, he waited 
for him, to deliver up the command at the 
entrance into his tent. The confervator fent 
him for anfwer, That he begg’d he — 

ae à 
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ftay for him inhis tent, and likewife receive | 
him there alone ; for that it was neceflary | 
for him to confer with him immediately, | 
and to take “his advice for the management | 


of this: wat. 


Cueres had not fo little penetration, but 
he judg’d, by a great number of circum. | 


ftances, which the reader may have’ ’ob- 
ferv’d, that the prince he was going to vifit 
was the fame Pammus who came to feek him 
near Carthage: but as he perceiv’d that 
Pemphos had thought proper to conceal from 
his mother the acquaintance they already 
had with one another, he refolv’d to purfue 
this privacy to the end. And thus they 
faluted one another at the entrance into the 
prince’s tent, as two perfons who had no 
other knowledge of one another but by 
their rank and names : but being inftantly 
left alone, Pemphos, full of refpeét and gra- 
titude for his mafter in point of war, as well 
as of love for the princefs of T'anis, began to 
open his heart to Cheres, as to a man who, 
he judg’d, had without concern feen the 
_objeét of his vows. He gave a particular 
account’ of the injuftice of his mother, who, 
by her continual animofities againft the 
kings her neighbours, had hinder’d him 
from going to offer his afliftance to the prin- 
cefs Mnevia, in the late invafion of the 
Arabians. I was eafy: (added he) with re- 
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fpect to her, becaufe fhe had a much mightier 
protector in you ; but I am inconfolable 
with regard to my felf. .Cheres laid hold of 
the firft interval. which the rapidity of this 
young lover’s difcourfe left him, to fay to. 
him ; My lord! The princefs Mnevia is 
inform’d of your zeal, and fhe don’t attribute 
to you the ill management of queen Daluca: 
but you muft finifh the conqueft of. her 
heart, by fulfilling the duties your country 
lays you under here ; and deferve her, by. 
preferring, even to her, at this time, the 
fervice of Memphis, which, in all appear 
ance, is foon going to be invaded. Qh! 
too virtuous Cheres, (reply’d Pemphos ) 
how happy are you, in being fuperior to 
all the frailties of nature! It is indeed my 
intention to perform here the functions you 
fhall enjoin me: but then, at the conclu- 
fion of this campaign, it will furely be 
time for me to gather the fruits of three 
years perfeverance. I, without hefitation, 
perform’d the condition which Mnevia laid 
upon me, to go and learn experience from 
you. I have, probably, no reafon to re- 
pent of it, and you feem’d to be fatisfy’d — 
with me. I prefume even to hope, that 
your compaffion and humanity, the moft 
fhining of your virtues, will be afliftant to 
me in a paffion fo fervent, and fo crofs’d, 
as mine is. Cheres anfwer’d him; You 
may continue the hopes, but banifh the 

: difturbance, 
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difturbance, to give yourfelf wholly up to 
the duties of war. Let us begin this véry 
moment to confer on that fubjeét. Upon 
that, he inform’d him of his defign of takin 
their enemy alive. He made him fenfible, 
that a meer revolution of attacks and repulfes 
would eternally keep up in the minds of all 
men the idea of a pretender, which would 
caufe a perpetual uneafinefs to the fucceffors 
to the crown of Memphis. But, (faid Pem- 
phos) fuppofing him taken and known ; 
Will it not be requifite for my brother to 
give place to him ? Or, what would yet be 
wore ; Mayn’t the army or people take 
upon them to conftrain him toit? I will 
anfwer for the event, ( faid Cheres) and 
engage he fhall not difplace your brother. 
Let us only confider of the means to ac- 
complifh our defign. The guard you keep 
Were upon the coaft is very proper tohin- ! 
der the enemy’s landing : but as it brings | 
matters to no decifion, it wilh never have | 
an-erid. ’Tis à great evil but to be kept 
Jong in fufpenfe, and to be tired with ex- 
e&tation. The Arabians, without ftirring 
out of their own country, may, by falte 
rumours, lay you undér an obligation of | 
doing the fame thing every year. Let us | 
take advantage of their defign, which is | 
now nianifeft by the appearance of their 
veffels, to decoy them by our retreat ; and 
let’ us make a fhew of fear, to encourage 
| thet 
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their landing. Pemphos confented with joy 
to this advice ; which he dar’d not have 


undertaken himfelf, for fear of being blam’d 
by the court. DE 


THE next day the confervator fent to de- * 
mand the ten thoufand Pheenician horfe, who 
waited his orders in a colony very nearly 
adjoining, and who departed immediately for 
the general rendezvous. He next took mea- 
fures with Pemphos, to diftribute one part 
of his troops, which were fuperfluous, : in 
fome of the neighbouring towns, to leave 
_ the plain free, which was pretty defart, and 

led from the fhore to the camp where he 
left Beon. He appointed Pemphos com- 
mander of thefe fupernumerary troops, as 
well as of the garrifons in the maritime 
towns, to make ufe of them when the ene- 
my was landed, and advanced towards the 
plain. He, at the fame time, made the 
troops of the main army, which he defign’d 
for his camp, begin their march. And as 
the Arabian veffels did not feem to be: yet 
together, he return’d with them thither, and 
found the troops which he had expected: both 
from Thebes and This. Having made them 
pafs in review, and being affur d of the num- 
ber of the troops he had reckon'd upon, he 
return’d again to the fea-fide, where he had 
left only about twelve thoufand men, - with 
their tents ftanding. 


he 
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AT laft, at the end of five or fix days, 


and the day following a night in which Pem: 
phos had been to inform him of the prepa- 
rations he had made in the neighbouring 
* ports; they difcover’d at break of day; a 
formidable fleet, which feem’d preparing for 
a defcent. The confervator having fent the 
‘prince back again to his poft, broke up his 
camp of twelve thoufand men in the fight of 
the enemy, with fuch a hurry as had all the 
appearance of fear and flight. The foldiers 
had orders to throw down their tents, but 


not to carry them away, and to march im-. 


mediately after him to the general rendez- 
vous. He likewife order’d them to ftrew 
fome arms and baggage in the way, as is 
common with troops who retire in confufion. 
His meafures were, however, taken in fuch 
manner, that whatever diligence the fleet 
might ufe in landing, the twelve thoufand 
men would be at leaft three hours before 
them. But as the Arabians met with no 
oppofition either on the fhore or on their 
march, and taking advantage of a moon- 
light night, the very rear of their army was, 
by midnight, three or four leagues from the 
fhore. Pemphos waited ‘till they were all 
pafs’d, to march again to the fhore with 
fixty thoufand men, which he had foon got 
together, and which inftead of hindering, 
as before, the enemy from landing, were 
S now 
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now to prevent their returning. But this 
young prince, to deferve the good opinion 
of Cheres, whom he thought he fhould ftand . 
in need of, had propos d an expedition as 
bold as important, to which the confervator 
had never thought of engaging him; and 
which, however, was executed that fame 
night, with all the courage and good fuccefs — 
that could be expected : It was what he had 
been to give him an account of the foregoing 
night, as a thing which was concerted. 
From the day Cheres had inform'd him of 
his defign of letting the Arabians land in 
Egypt, he had thoughts of fetting fire to 
their veflels as foon as their men were on | 
fhore. Notwithftanding all the objections 
Cheres made ; he perfifted fo ftrenuoufly on 
the activity with which the Egyptian and 
Pheenician failors manag’d their little barks 
in the feftivals they had been us’d to celebrate 
on the fea fince his abfence, that he made 
him fenfible it would be a fport to them 
to pafs and repafs between the enemies veflels, 
and even to avoid all the darts they might 
lance atthem. He added,that the veflels being 
almoft empty would make little or no defence, . 
and that the hatred of their merchants and 
fifhermen toward. the Arabian pyrates would 
furnifh them with all the courage and in- 
duftry neceflary for the exploit. Cheres fub- 
mitted to thefe reafons. And asthe moon 


fet at midnight, Pemphos commanded him- 
_ felf 
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felf three hundred little barks loaded with | 
combuftible matters. They found means, 
without being difcover'd, to come upto a fleet | 
of two hundred veilels, each of which had à | 
lanthorn, that ferv’d only to give light to their 
enemy. A general conflagration foon fol- | 
low'd, from which hardly three or four vef- | 
fels efcap’d, to carry the news to Arabia, of | 
a difafter by fo much the more unlucky, as | 
it foreboded the fate of the troops which | 
were landed, tho’ thefe fugitives knew no | 
circumftances of it. But as foon as Pemphos | 
had by his prefence fecur’d the fuccefs of the | 
undertaking, he return’d to partake of the | 


end of this fpectacle upon the fhore, waiting 
till the defeat of the Arabians by the confer- 
vator’s army fent him other fugitives back 
again, and gave him an opportunity of com- 
pleating their deftruction with his troops, 


AsARES, who knew the country, would 
have been glad to have left thefe defart pla- 
ces for the paftures of Egypt, which would 
have likewife brought him nearer the capital | 
whither he directed his views. The rafhnefs | 
he might reproach himfelf with was ballanc’d | 


by the advantage of the Turprize which he 


would caufe to the enemy: and the number | 


of his troops, which exceeded one hundred 


and twenty thoufand men, encourag’d him | 
againit the oppofitions which he likewife | 
expected. Neverthelefs, the fight of an ar- | 

my | 
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my in battle-array, at the front of which 
he perceiv'd himfelf at day-break, furpriz’d 


him extremely. It was likewife there no 


longer an open plain, which allow’d of dif- 
perfing his army or moving to the right, or 
to the left. The confervator, who had had 
the choice of his ground, was pofted in a 
place where the way narrow’d into a very 
long road, which was every where about 
three hundred feet broad, bounded on one 
fide by a hill of a middling height, and on 


the other by an arm of the Nile. This road ~ 


had likewife the advantage, that it turn’d a 
little towards the north, or towards Memphis ; 
and therefore his foldiers would not have the 
rifing-fun in their faces. A more unlucky 
inconveniency for Afares was, that thinking 
it moft proper to be in motion the whole 
night, to fave his army a march of ten 


leagues in the heat of the fun, upon a fandy . 


eround, and without any fhelter ; his troops, 
tho’ tir'd and diforder d, were to encounter 
an army which was frefh and in good order, 
excepting the twelve thoufand men, whom 
the confervator had caus'd to march behind 
the rear of his army, and who likewife did not 
enter into action. Cheres endeavour'd al- 
ways to give his foldiers thefe forts of advan- 
tages: and his maxim was, that a general 
defervd much more the name of a great 
commander, by rendring a victory eafy, than 
by gaining another which he had fuffer'd to 
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be made difficult. So, without giving time | ! 
to the Arabians to come to themfelves, Che. @ c 
res order'd his Phoenician cavalry to give the Æ t 
onfet, fupported by his whole army. He @ t 
kept prince Beon continually near him, whom @ v 
he would not expofe either to more or lef J n 
dangers than he did himfelf. ‘The counter. @ t 
feit Sethos, calling all the experience he had @ } 
to his affiftance, left his chief officers orders @ v 
to fuftain the affault as long as they could | 
with about ten thoufand men, retiring only | 
by little and little ; while he rode full fpeed | 
to put the troops as they arriv’d fucceflively 
into order of battle. Then returning to within! 
a good half league, and making a )fita to| 
thofe he met to return with him, he) formd 
his firft lines in a place of the fame road, | 
with the troops which were already got thi-| 
ther, and he afterwards ftrengthned them! 
with others as they came up. Thofe whom] 

he had employ’d to withftand the impetuo-! 

fity of the Egyptian army defended them- 

felves fo well, that they did not retreat to 

him ’till he had got a very numerous body 

together. He had likewife had the forefight 

to referve a place for them, where they rang’d 

themfelves. ‘Then it was: that hopes on one 

fide and defpair on ‘the other produc’d mv- 
tual endeavours of diftinguifh’d valour. As 

Afares continually receiv’d frefh troops, he 

long went thro’ the double labour of ranging 

in order of battle and combating. In the 

3 perils 
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perils to which he expos’d himfelf he fan- 
cy'd that the enemy’s foldiers were affiduous 
to {pare his perfon : and he took the advan- 
tage of it to carry his orders on every fide 
with greater boldnefs than before. He could 
not indeed make a better ufe of his conjec- 
ture. But feeing, that notwithftanding all 
his cares, the flaughter, which for a little 
while was equal on both fides, increas’d more 
and more on the fide of the Arabians, a rage 
blinded in one fenfe, and well-grounded in 
another, led him towards Cheres ; in the 
confus’d idea that it was of yet greater im- 
portance to him, to deprive him, if he could, 
of his fpeech and life, than it was of impor- 
tance to Cheres to fave him for an odious 
examination. Upon which, flattering him- 
felf with the hopes of an advantageous com- 
bat for him, even from the defign of his 
adverfary, he approach’d infenfibly towards 
Cheres at the beginning of the clofe fight. 
While the confervator was looking ftedfaftly 
the other way, he was juft going to give 
him a blow with his fabre in the opening 
between his helmet and his cuirafs, which 
would have taken off his head, if prince 
Beon, who perceiv’d it in time, had not in- 
terpos'd his buckler, and receiv’d the blow ; 
which was {fo violent, that this prince loft the 
ufe of his left arm for three days; though 
he would not take notice of it to any one 
till after the conclufion of the battle, which 

Ee2 became 
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became fo much the more dangerous to him, as | 
he continued to ufe his {word without being | 
able but to lift up his defenfive arm. But | 
Cheres, being warn’d by the edge of the | 
buckler, which graz’d pretty hard along his | 
arm, faw at the fame time the danger and | 
the relief. Then making ufe of his won- | 
derful horfe, he made him rear up on the | 
fide of that of Afares. This creature falling | 
upon the rider with his two fore-legs, made | 
him tumble, by the weight of his own body, | 
on the other fide of the faddle. The con- | 
fervator gave immediately orders to three of | 
his officers, in whom he could confide, to | 
lift him up and convey him to the rear of | 
his camp, where he commanded him to be | 
confin’d alone, without {peaking to him, or | 


fuffering him to {peak to any one. 


Tue Arabians having loft their general, | 
ftudied only to fave themfelves by flight, ! 
and they mutually exhorted one another to | 
retreat, and imbark in their veflels, never | 
to return to Egypt again. But what was 
their furprize, when being got hardly half | 
their way, they met the army of Pemphos | 
marching eafily up towards them! Their | 
officers endeavour’d to infpire them witha | 
new vigour, by the neceflity they faw them- | 
felves reduc’d to, of removing this obftacle, | 
to come at their only refuge, their veffels, | 
_ There they underwent a fecond flaughter, 
which gave time to the confervator’s army to | 

advance | 
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advance within fight of the other, and by 
inclofing them, to put them out of all hopes 
of faving a fingle man. They continued, 
however, to defend themfelves, according to 
the cuftom of their country, which forbid 
their furrendring, and only allow’d of a flight, 
which was likewife one of their methods of 
combating ; but which could not take place 
here either as a combat or a relief. In the 
mean time, the confervator and Pemphos, 
who knew his mind, were not only weary 
of killing, but took pity of the conquer’d. 
The latter therefore caus’d his people on all 
fides to cry out, Their veflels were burnt ; 
and thereby, at the fame time, let Cheres 
himfelf know, that his defign was executed, 
of which till then he had no account. At 
this news, the Arabians ftood motionlefs, and 
the flaughter ceafing inftantly, they fuffer’d 
themfelves to be difarm’d without faying a 
word. Thus, following the example given 
in former times by their anceftors, thefe 
wretches, who remain’d yet alive, of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand men, furnifh’d 
the Egyptians this time with fixty thoufand 
flaves. _Pemphos took upon him to diitri- 
bute them in the maritime towns, till their 
country-men came to redeem them. After 
which, he return’d to the confervator’s camp, 


who was got thither before him. Cheres 


having from thence difpatch’d all his troops 
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to their refpective homes with commenda- | 
tions and proper rewards, after three days | 
prepar'd to return to the capital with the | 
two princes, follow’d by the officers and com- | 
panies, which their rank more particularly 


devoted to them three. 


Durine this time, the princefs Mnevia ! 
was abandon’d to all the uneafinefs which | 
abfence and uncertainty could caufe in a heart | 
given up to love. The laft farewel of Cheres, | 
who was fo fervent in the oath he had made ! 
her, and fo confounded: at her father’s dif- 1 
courfe, was a riddle fhe could not unfold. ! 
The publick aflent which he feem’d to give | 
to the name the impoftor took, added to the ! 
difficult enquiry after an unknown father, ! 
or one who did not know him) kept her at | 
_ as great a diftance, as the reft of the world, © 
from the explication fhe coveted. Being con- ! 
fidently affur’d of the virtue of her lover, that | 
very virtue perfuaded her of a paffion which | 
he never could have feign’d: But, faid the, | 
if any unknown fecret fhould render this paf- ! 
fion unlawful; oh, Fam but too fure his | 
virtue would be inflexible, Taking then | 
Cheres’s letter, and perufing it again, tho’ | 
fhe had already imprinted it in her mind ; fhe | 
comforted herfelf by the aflurance of a re- | 
membrance which he call’d precious, and the 
promife of a hafty retusn: But fhe was afto- | 
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nifh’d at his ferious and wary ftile, which a 
marriage almoft concluded did not feem to 
require. 


Nor being able to fupport herfelf longer 
under thefe uneafineffes, fhe entertain’d the 
thoughts of confulting the priefts of Heliopolis, 
the moft renown’d in Egypt for divination. 
This city likewife belong’d to the dynafty, 
to which fhe was heirefs, and was fituated 
oppofite to Memphis, pretty near to the 
eaftern bank of the Nile, at the place of its 
createft breadth. This was a comfort to 
Mnevia’s imagination, tho’ fhe could make 


no more advantage of it with refpec& to 


Cheres, than if fhe had been feparated from 
him by the ocean. , Some days after fhe had 
receiv'd his letter, fhe propos’d her defign to 
Spanius, difguifing it, however, under 
the notion of a retirement, which fhe was 
defirous of, after the example of the prin- 
cefs of Memphis, to the prieftefles of Heli- 
opolis, that fhe might implore the gods 
to blefs the intentions of the king her father 
on her marriage. The king, who was always 
ready to comply with her defires, granted 
this requeft, and he gave her a proper retinue 
of ladies, and attendants, who were to wait 
for her in the city whither fhe was going, 
till fhe left the facerdotal palace. Among 
thefe ladies was one who had been the prin- 
cefs’s nurfe, and to whom fhe open’d her 

Be 4 mind ; 


28 D 
> e- < 


nek —_ 
he ae 


4 
{ s 
i 
| 
À 
À 
1 
|: 
AB. 


424 The Life of SkTuos. 
mind; and to be the eafier during her journey, | 
fhe took her in herchariot, which was made | 
only for two perfons. As foon as the prince | 
was arriv'd, the high-prieft, follow’d by five | 
others, and the like number of priefteffes, | 
receiv d her, but alone, with the refpect due | 
to their future queen. They even call’d her | 
from that time princefs-queen, as all the na- | 
tural heirefies of every kingdom in Egypt 
were nam’d. They led her immediately thro’ 
their college into the temple of the fun, from 
which Heliopolis was nam’d. It was at that 
time not open to the people ; and there fhe 
implor’d the gods to bring on the day in which 
her mind fhould be at eafe. Being afterwards 
enter d into an apartment adjoining to the | 
temple, fhe told thofe who accompany'd | 
her, that fhe was come to confult their pro- 
found {cience on a future event, upon which 
depended the fortune or misfortune of her life. 
The priefts, who perfectly knew the difpofi- 
tions of human minds, faw inftantly what was 
the cafe; and by the circumftance of Cheres’s 
fojourn at Tanis, they eafily dived into a 
fecret, which the conduét of the two lovers, 
and the great knowledge they had of the 
world, had conceal’d from every body. The 
high-prieft anfwer' d her, that with relation 
to her defign, they would leave her alone 
with che prieft who was chief of the divina- 
tions, and with the confident, whom fhe 
might choofe out of the fix prieftefles who 
= | were 
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were then with her. The princefs pitch’d 


upon one whom {fhe had known at Tanis 
a little before the arrival of Cheres in that 
city. The high-prieft added, that to merit 
a knowledge of the decrees of fate, fhe muft 
conform herfelf for twelve days to every ad- 
vice given her by the chief of the divinations; 
and that {he would be exhorted to it by the 
prieftefs-confident, who would never leave 


her either by day or night. 


T wey made her begin immediately by a 


rigid faft, as to eating ; but they render’d it 


more eafy by delicious liquors ; in which, 
as we have before obferv’d, were mixed fopo- 
riferous drugs. The prieft and prieftefs fafted 
in the fame manner as fhe did, excepting, 
that they made ufe of other liquors which 
were more nourifhing. She did not conceal 
from her two guides the ftate of her mind, 
and the feveral circumftances of the pañlion 
which difquieted her, that their anfwers might 


be the more precife. In general, the man- 


ner with which they treated their confulters 


at Heliopolis, as well with regard to the body 


as the mind, brought them by degrees to an 
almoft involuntary difcovery of all their {e- 
crets. But, befides, fhe had not been a day 
and a night in the temple, but by the advice 
of the chief of the divination, who was not 
fo continually with her as the confident, the 
priefts of Memphis had already been confulted 
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concerning the ftate of the real Sethos. What. | 
ever difputes the priefts of Egypt had, or | 
pretended to have among themfelves concern. | 
ing the worfhip of their feveral deities, they | 
mutually affifted one another with a wonder. | 
ful zeal in the article of divination, to which- 
ever of the twelve chief temples the confulters ! 
apply'd themfelves : And they were fenfible | 
what prejudice they fhould do themfelves, if | 
they did not ftand by their brethren in an | 


art which depended upon conjecture. 


T HE next day, the prieft and the prieftefs | 
began by conducting the princefs thro’ fubter- ! 
raneous pafiages, and in a chariot, to the | 
Elyfian fields, much the fame as thofe we | 
have defcrib’d of Memphis. The way they | 
led their confulters was at leaft as long as | 
that of Memphis ; but it was thro’ the walks | 
of a labyrinth, which they did not perceive, | 
and along which innumerable lamps gave J 
light on every fide to boxes of myrtles and | 
oranges, till they came after a long {pace of | 
time, to a place adjoining to the temple from | 
whence they departed. There they let the | 
princefs fee, at a certain diftance, fhews, or | 
{cenes of happy or unfortunate lovers, which 
they pretended were the fouls of thofe whofe 
hiftories they related. When fhe was weary | 
of walking or ftanding, they led her into | 
arbours ; where, finding couches, fhe began | 
to flumber. Then melodious voices, ac- | 

company’d 
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company’ d with inftruments, (tho’ none ap- 
pear'd to fight) fung verfes, in which the 
charms and delights of love were compar’d, 
with the dangers and inconveniencies of it, 
But as foon as fhe open’d her eyes, all ceas’d; 
and fhe fhut them again, to hear the fame 
harmony a fecond time. 


T HUs it was, that during the whole time 
of the preparations, which were longer or 
fhorter according to the circumftances, th 
kept their confulters in a continual fufpenfe, 
efpecially thofe who were led thither by the 
uneafinefles of love. We mutt likewife con- 
fefs, that whereas the priefts of Memphis, 
who were more precife in their morals, im- 
ploy’d only fmoothnefs of expreffion and force 
of reafoning as remedies for unhappy pañfons ; 
thofe of Heliopolis, on the contrary, the bet- 
ter to affert the delufion of the grand repre- 
fentation, which was to contain the anfwers, 
were willing to keep open till then the wounds 
of diftemper’d minds: but then the fcenes of 
thefe reprefentations were afterwards as pru- 
dent and inftructive as thofe of Memphis. At 
length, as Mnevia was leaving the Elyfian 
fields, fhe was fhewn the gate of the temple 
of divination ; the entrance into which was 
promis’d her as the fruits of the preparations 


with which fhe had comply’d. 
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4 ith 

HA vin G in this manner vifited the Elyfian | à 
fields feven times within the twelve days; ! D 
and after many private facrifices offer’ d to : | 


the god in her behalf in the temple, the | : 
prieft and prieftefs led the princefs-queen di- M th 


rectly to the temple of divination. Before it M pl 
was open’d for her, they made her propofe M ca 
at the gate the three queftions the defir’'d to is 
be refolv'd in concerning her lover. Who is M a 
he ? Does he love me ? Will he marry me? À ep 
The gate then immediately open’d as of it © ‘| 
felf. Nothing appear’d at firft but a marble 9° 
wall oppofite to it, and they afcended above J P 
twenty fteps on the right hand, which led * 4 
into an apartment where the confulters were M ! 
made to repofe, and where they began to hear Ÿ 
the inftruments of mufick. From thence they | : 
made her pafs a pretty long and dark pañlage, | : 
into a box yet more obfcure, where the prieft M ( 
and prieftefs feated her between them. The M 


top and fides of the box difappearing in a : 
moment, fhe believ’d herfelf tranfported into M : 
the middle of the great fquare of Memphis; M 
which fhe knew, becaufe fhe had been there « 
with the late queen her mother. She found 
herfelf upon a feat a little: elevated, with 
her back turn’d to the king’s palace, which 
fhe faw behind her. Thus fhe had the temple 
ef the three deities before her eyes ; in fuch 
manner, however, that the whole front of 
it feem’d demolifh’d; and fhe had a view 4 
the 
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the infide to the entrance into the fanctuary *, 
Here there appear d as if in the air, an ex- 
ceeding great hall, form’d of tranfparent 
clouds. In this hall the gods were feated in 
a femi-circle. Upon fteps advancing towards 
the front, were the ancient heroes of Egypr, 
plac'd to the right and to the left in fuch 
manner, that they feem’d to continue the 
rows of the gods. Next to them, on the 
pavement of the temple, ftill advancing in 
the fame order, were placd the kings of 
Memphis. Laftly, without the temple in 
the fquare, to a certain diftance from the 
princefs’s feat, was a crowd of men and 
women in no order, only leaving a paflage 
thro’ them in the middle. A moment after- 
wards the princefs faw a perfon, who, coming 
out of the hall where the gods were feated, 
in which he appear’d on a fudden, advanc’d be- 
tween the two rows of heroes and kings, who 
feem'd to admire, to congratulate, and to en- 
courage him. Then begana fcene compos’d 
of the people and a coryphæus plac’d at the 
entrance into the temple. The people fung 
to a full mufick, and the coryphæus anfwer’d 
them in a figurative oration, accompany d 
by the found of fome inftruments which 


* Befides the remark which has been already made on 
the fubje&t of the Elyfian fields in the fourth book ; fee 
an account of the inchantments praëtis'd in the temples 
of the ancients, by M. l’Abbé Banier, which comes up 
to this. Original of fables. Tom. 3. pag. 168. 
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agreed with the inflections of his voice. One | 
of my authors here relates the Fgyptian fcene. | 
which gives a lively reprefentation of all we | 
have been mentioning. The perfonages ex- | 
prefs'd themfelves in verfe ; becaufe they | 
thought them proper to heighten the imagi- ! 
nation, when they attempted to raife the | 
mind above its common pitch. They fup- # 
pos'd that they contributed very much to the | 
effect of an illufion, which was farther affifted J 
by the furpaffing art of the actors, by a moft # 
exact perfpective, by a judicious placing of | 
the lights ; but above all, by the difpofition # 
of the fpectatrefs, to whom love was then the # 
moft mighty of enchanters. To keep up in | 
fome meafure the beauty of this and the two | 
following fcenes, I will attempt the tranfla- 4 
tion of them into Greek verfe, tho’ ’tis what 7 
I am not extremely accuftom’d to. — 1 


SCENE 
In anfwer to the firft queftion. 
De of Egyptians. | 
Ye gods, whofe birth is Egypt's envied boaf}, 
Whofe glories fade, in our misfortunes loft ; 


Upon our monarchs, your own facred race, 
Pour down your bleffings, and your griefs deface. | 


CoRYPHÆ: 
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CoryrHÆUSs, or chief perfon. 


Who is this bero, fprung from gods, 
Whom, from afar, my eyes [urvey ; 

Who comes from their divine abodes, 
And awful bends to us bis way ? 


PRET TIM 


rire 


Myriads of kings, a folemn fcene, 
Divide, and leave bis paffage free ; 

And, in bis atts, and in bis mien, 
Reviv'd, their own refemblance fee. 
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Expecting from bis prowefs vaft 

What peace cau to thefe realms afford, 

T hefe once-lov'd realms ; long troubles pat, 
And rage appeas'd, and laws reftord. 


Chorus. 


Heaven feels, at length, compaffion for our woes, 
And, born for our relief, the hero foews. 


Chief perfon. 


See bim approach! His features I can trace: 
My beart knew Cueres, ere my eyes bis face. 
Is be that bero? ‘Was bis valour giv'n 

To be the infirument of gracious beavn? 
Tes : In bis love for you, by hearts fincere 
Return'd, the pledges of [uccefs appear. 


One 
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One of the Chorus. 


But ! ‘tis in conqueft, grac'd by that alone ; 
See now, that facred ornament, a crown! 
In war an bumble lot be feem’d to claim, J 
When through vaft perils to our coafts be cam | 
By valour only urg’d, and led by thirft of fame. 


Chief perfon. 


Soon, throwing off the firanger’s bumble guife, 
In that great name bis fiate [ball be regain d ; 

Ecypr’s once faireft hope fhall blefs our eyes, 
Tho by a vile impoftor now profan'd. 


Sing then bis atts, bis fame, and mix your joys, 
Since beav'n for you preferves the prince it gave ; 
Who only for your fakes bis care employs, 
And bither comes to conquer and to fave. 


An Ops, 


Sung ‘by two chorus’s; during which, the 
perfon who reprefented Cheres coming 
forwards in the lane between the people, 
caft his. eyes upon them, to the right and 
to the left, with great marks of affection 
and zeal. 


All beroes from the gods defcend, 

Whofe virtues ftill the voice of fame ; 
The gods who heroes frill defend, 

And in their atts their blood proclaim: 


But 
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But for preventing envy’s rage, 
Againft bis precious life ? engage, 
Our eyes by beav'n were veil d, 
And for great Ceres fate procur’d 
Hontage more tender, more affur'd 
His birth as yet conceald. — 


1. Second Chorus, 


Thro paths antracd be fhap'd bis way, 
The worid alone could him confine ; 
| For chimes forfook the pole-far’s ray, 
Where unknown confiellations fhine. 
Difcovering here a favage fhore, 
Where altars {moke with buman gore, 
Rites horrid and prophane ! 
And there a fuperftitious race, 
Who pain and evil blindly face, 
For idols weak aud vain. — 1 


: Firkt Chorus. 


Humanity which in bim fhoue, 
Even thro’ the franger, frongly charm'd ; 
Their favage hearts bis virtues won, 
Their fiercenefs broke, their rage difarm'd. 
O glorious thought ! O god-like mind! 
' See Africk polifh'd and refin'd ! 
O vitor, truly brave ! 
Whe by the commerce which be laid, 
Cail'd wealth and grandeur in to aid 
The bappinefs be gave. 


Vot. FL Ff Second 
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Seeond Chorus. > ae 


Scarce landed on th’ Hefperian fhore, 

To tafte its peaceful calm delights, 
By perfidy alarm’d, once more — 

His virtue pants for glorious flights. 
But could be be at Mempbis taught, 
Who facred duty fet at nought 

For woman's fatal charms ? 

See Carthage’s fam'd empire loft ! 
But jo—the vittor chears the coaft, 
And quells the din of arms ! — 


Firft Chorus. 


Egypt fore Jbock'd with inward woes, 
Deriv'd from an impoftor’s war, 

An objeit, feeming fairer, foows 
In that mock prince, to footh your care. 

And while the ballance thus you try 

Between the filence and the lye, 
Ft yon incline. | 

But fee, at fight of bis great lord, 

«Tbe flave sede, rem. and ador'à, 

And truth began to fhine ! 


Second Chorus. 


The flaught ring arms, the deathful fights 
ire not fair virtues proofs, but pelts ; 
That valour which with vice unites, 

My foul not benours, but detefts : 
Setuos makes no {uch barb’rous claim, 
As be who boafts the facred name. 

3 


SETHOSs | 
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_ Seruos in thee is fought, 
O Cueres, give bim to our eyes ; 
Such as our myfteries. made wife, 
Such as at Coptos fought. 


THE actor, whofe mafk reprefented Cheres 
{fo exaétly as not to be diftinguifh’d, encou- 
rag’d by thefe praifes to new vigour, went off 
from the ftage on one fide of the front, in the 
action of a perfon going to attack an enemy. 
Immediately all the lights of the theatre 
being extinguifh’d at once, left the princefs 
in a profound obfcutity between the prieft 
and the prieftefs, who {poke to her to forbear 
her tears. But fome moments afterwards, 
the feat upon which fhe fate, finking, fhe 
found herfelf in a light paflage, thro’ which 
they led her into her retirement. 


_ MxeviA, from whofe eyes a thick cloud 
of darknefs as it were, was remov'd, was 
afham’d that fhe had not of herfelf per- 
ceiv’d, what fhe was now inform’d of : fhe 
reproach’d herfelf, in a hurry of thoughts, 
with indifcretions fhe had not committed, 
againft a perfon fhe did not know : fhe con- 
fefs’\d, however, to her guides, that fhe 
had a hundred times ftifled a thought which 
could not have fail’d of arifing, when fhe 
obferv’d in Cheres not only the greatnefs of 
his foul, but his noble appearance: Oh ! 
had I but purfu’d this thought, (continu’d 

a, Cates 2 fhe) 


436 Ibe Life of SETHOS. : 
fhe) I had ftopp’d on the brink of the pre- 
cipice, and had not lov’d him: But, no, | 
I was not at firft acquainted with my fa- 
ther’s refolution, and I fhould yet have ! 
lov’d him. Oh! my father, you to whom | 
your daughter is fo dear, will you fuffer a | 
vain fcruple to be her death? No, I fhall 4 
move you to compañlion. ‘The fear you ! 
have of a husband’s rendering himfelf | 
mafter of your dynafty, can have no regard | 
to the moft juft and generous of mankind: ! 
If he do but love me, all is well. O learned © 
prieft, and wife prieftefs! procure me a | 
diffipation of this uncertainty, and give me, # 
this moment, fatisfaétion to my fecond que- | 
ftion ; Does he love me? The chief of ! 
the divination anfwer’d her ; That con- ! 
fulters were always at liberty to go thro’ | 
with the three queftions they were in the — 
beginning confin’d to: but then they had ! 
the fame freedom to defift; and that they | 
had known feveral examples of people, | 
who being too much aftonifh’d with the | 
firft anfwer, did not dare to proceed. No, | 
( faid the ) T Will know my fate, and I dare 
even believe it aufpicious. They told her, 
fhe fhould have latisfaétion. | | 


Tuey therefore led her into a box as | 
dark as the former, thro’ a paflage which | 
fhe believ’d to be the fame. The defign of | 
this scqond {cene, was to reprefent a combat | 

in 
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in the mind. of Sethos between love and 
heroick virtue, by two perfons; one of 
which reprefented the man, and the other 
the hero. They had both not only the 
fature and gait of Sethos, and, by means 
of their tmperceptible masks, the perfect 
refemblance of his vifage; but befides, 
certain thin plates of fteel, or flips of 
parchment, apply’d artfully at the place 
of their lips, gave them the tone of his 
voice *. The priefts of Heliopolis excell’d 
in thefe forts of fcenes, which fomething re- 
fembled thofe mix’d images of impoflibility 
or contradiction, which dreams often repre- 
fent to thofe who labour under great afflic- 
tions of mind, or violent pañlions of the 
heart. The folitude in which they kept 
their confulters, the fhews they previoufly 
caus’d to be expos’d to their view, fome of 
which infpir’d terror; and the temper’d 
narcoticks, which they made them take du- 
ring their fafting, render’d them, by degrees, 
fufceptible of thefe laft illufions. They 
went fometimes fo far, that they had enough 
to do to hinder them from fpeaking to the 
actors; and they did not always attempt to 
do it: They took them for the perfons them- 
felves, whom a fupernatural power oblig'd 
to appear before them. The princefs, when 


* See The fecrets of the Pantomimick art, in the 
article of the theatre of the ancients, of Monf. L’Abbé 
Dubof. comp. of poetry and painting, t. I. 

Pres her 
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her box difappear'd as the firft time, imagin'g ! 
herfelf feparated by a brook from an un. | 
known and defart plain, at the end of which | 
appear'd a camp, and tents : The two per. | 
fons were alone on the front ; and they at | 
firft feem’d to walk at fome diftance onefrom | 
the other. : 


SCENE, 


In anfwer to the fecond queftion. 


The MAN. 


I feel the congu’ror, and his empire own ; 
Love feated in my beart, as in bis throne. 


The HERO. 


To me, unlawful, if foft love's decreed, 
Heroick virtue ! See thy victim bleed ! 


The Man. 


7 bear the thraldom of a face too fair ; 
And, fure, the gods won't drive me to defpair ! 


The HER o to the other perfon. 


Ha ! would’ thou then, feduc'd by treach’rous art, @ 
Let the foft poifon glide into thy beart © | 
Do thy own labours fill thy thoughts no more ? 
Can't thou forget the woes which Africk bore, 
When al thy prowefs [carcely could remove 
TD'effett of one frail bero’s guilty love? à | 
ee 4 a 3 Tis | 


ene _ 
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"dis true,the chains, which, while they bind thee 
Lead not to dangers or to crimes like thefe. [please, 
But will that fafety for your fame fuffice 2 
Is glory to be won at fuch a price ? 
In vain, with iterated conquefts crown’ d, 
To Memphis you return, ador’d, renown d. 
You perifo in the port, unle[s you know 
To overcome, in love, your greateft foe. 
You're not your own ; bis pallion, bis repofe, 
His fceptre, Setbos all to virtue owes. 
Think, Egypt's kings, t’employ thy warlike band, 
Have chofe thee Confervator of the land. 
The name of king, fpoufe of the queen you love, 
Will foon to you the fource of batred prove. 
Two brothers ——-———— 


The MAN. 


—— Hence your ufelefs counfels bear ! 
Let me no more heroick virtue bear : 
Whilft I, to all that fuffer, bring relief, 
Muft my own virtue load me fill with grief ? 
Me, for fuch errors, vainly you reprove ! 
Heroes bave always been reproach’d with love : 
Tho to their names a bundred temples rife, 
From me expett not virtues that furprize. 
Thofe atts refin'd, which in your eyes feem great, 
The cenfure of excefs, may, one day, meet. 
Let me pay duty to lefs rig rous laws, 
My life devoted to my country’s caufe, 
Still watchful for ber good ; but, in bis turn, 
Love in my bofom ev'n ‘till death Jhall burn, 


Ff 4 The 
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0 he Hs RO, afide, 
To baffled reafon, love difdains t0 yield § 
A fironger force, I fee, mul gain the field. 


To the other perfon. 


Hence with vain talk ; det’ s try who fooneft can | 
A congue? win, the Hero, or the Max. 


The Man. 


Carelefs of ought but Mnevia’s love, I fly 
To arms : Come on ; Vil conquer, tho I die. 


THE two aétors immediately drew their ! 
{words ; and the princefs imagining fhe ! 
was at à real fpettacle, cry’d out to them, | 
Hold ! rifing at the fame time from her ! 
feat, as if to go up towards them. But the : 
perfon who reprefented the Hero, foon ! 
laid the other flat on the ground. She faid; ! 
Oh ! barbarous wretch : What ? deftroy my ! 
lover before my face! The hero aétor, | 
tho’ he could not be in expeétation of fuch | 
a tranfport, had fo much prefence of mind 
as to come forwards to the brink of the | 
brook, to anfwer her in the fame tone he | 
had {poke before, and continuing his en- : 
thufiafm ; 


He lives, O queen! and I your orders wait. 


THE 


ee gg 
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Tue princefs reply’d ; Cruel man! i 
is not thee I love; or if it be, relentlefs 
hero ! who art the fole object of my affecs 
tion, come and vent thy fury on me, and 
prevent, by an agreeable death, the torments 
which thy cruelty makes me dread. The 
actor immediately anfwer’d ; 


The beavens for thee referve a nobler fate ! 


Tour life an ufele[s recompence wou'd prove 
For the great facrifice, you owe, in love. 


THE princefs having then fallen into: a 
{woon, fome men and women of the fecond 
order, who were filent, took her, and carried 
her immediately into her retirement, where 
they had great difficulty to recover her. The 
chief of the divination, and two priefts, whe 
were phyficians, came foon afterwards in- 
to her apartment, and let her want nothing 
that was proper in fuch cafes, which were 
not uncommon to them, and of which they 
were in expectation. At length, after two 
full hours, the prieft and prieftefs being 
alone with her, asked her if fhe defired to 
be carried back to her apartmgnt. She an- 
fwered ina fury, which was furprizing from 
the moft affable perfon in the world, that 
fhe would firft know what this great facri- 
fice was which Sethos required of her. ™ 

chie 
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chief of the divination replied, that was | 
not her third queftion, the terms of which 
were ; Will he marry me? But that how- 
ever, to fatisfy her, they would difpenfe 
with their rule, if fhe thought fhe had cou- 
rage enough to go thro’ with a third in- 


chantment, which was the name they al. ! 


ways gave to thefe fcenes or replies. Nor 
are we to fuppofe, that the prieft would 
have had this complaifance, if he had not 
known that the fcene which was prepared, 
would ferve equally for the former or latter 
queftion. ‘The princefs faid, with her eyes 
bath’d in tears, that fhe had rather know 
all her misfortunes at once, and that if fhe 
died at the prediétton, fhe fhould not die of 
the effect of it, 


A PASSAGE like to the former, led her 
to a place where her two guides defir’d her 
to remain ftanding. The box difappearing, 
fhe found herfelf in the place to which fhe 
-us’d chiefly to refort; which was the temple 
of Tanis; it feem’d to her, as if fhe was 
but juft enter’d the gate. From thence fhe 
faw, almoft at the entrance into the fanétu- 
ary, thealtar, which was ufually ereéted 
to celebrate ghe nuptials of perfons of di- 
ftinétion ; but without any priefts attending. 
The nave of the temple, up to the altar, 
was fill’d with a great number of people 
rang’d in two lines, and upon fcaffoldings 

‘tifing 
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nfing by degrees on each fide. But this — 
company did not begin till a certain dif- 
tance ; and excepting the prieft and prieft- 
efs, between whom the princefs ftood, fhe 
had a large place round about her free. A 
- moment afterwards, fhe faw herfelf accofted 
by a perfon whom fhe took for Sethos him. 
felf. He was not in accoutrements of war, 
as fhe had always feen him; but, under an 
open gown, which the Egyptians wore in 
the cities, and in time of peace, was feen his 
initiate’s veft. ‘This actor giving her his 
hand, faid : 


SC'E N E 


In anfwer to the third queftion, 


Your [ubjetts round this altar ftand, 

Expecting from your marriage band 
Eternal blifs to meet : 

Then grant it, to my bumble vows, 

To join you to your bappy fponfe, 
Their wifbes to compleat. 


‘The queen giving way to her error, as toa 
dream in which a perfon would fear waking, 
faid to him: My dear prince! Iam at laft 
at the higheft pitch of my wifhes ; is it 
poffible, that after all the fears I have had 
on your account, you are come yourfelf to 
calm my mind, But I fee you haye see 

| te 
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ted your accoutrements of war, and that 
your initiate’s veft is your only ornament. 
Your victories have without doubt fecur’d 
our peace. Moft accomplifh’d hero, you 
fhall always be my conqueror. 


SETHOS interrupting her, faid: 


Sing, all ye crowds, the marriage of your queen, 
Praife in ber ears, ber busband’s duteous love, 

And think their virtuous joys, the op ning [cene 
Of your bong-liv'd felicity will prove. 


THE queen fuffering herfelf to be led 
by this perfon, paffed with him thro’ the 
two lines of people, who fung the follow- 
ing epithalamium. 


Jo HYMEN. 


Thou fage preferver of the race of man, 

Who firft our wild defires, with rules confin'à 
To modeft choice, and wedlock’s facred plan, 
Unlike the wand'rings of the favage kind. 


By thee, with leffons from their grandfires brought, 
Parents infirutt the bleffings À their race ; 
By thee our kings, from beroes [prung, are taught 
The fieps of beroes {prung from gods to trace. 


"Tis thine to calm the rage of warring pow’rs, 
To lull fad cares, and anxious thoughts remove ; 
To bead for happy pairs the {mrling hours, 
And give the joys, without the pangs, of = 
| bis 
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This day our queen, fubmitting to thy laws, 
Defigus t? accept a valiant tender [houfe ; 
Give ber the joy, which thence ber people draws, 

Aud in the love be merits, grant their vows. — 


Te oh 1 AO S. 


O thou, to whom her anxious heart is known, 
Can foe an equal to thy virtues rife ? 

To all propitious but thy felf alone, 
Allow fome time to make the facrifice. 


From the beginning of this laft ftanza, 
the prince and the princefs were come up 
to the altar. Then Sethos, who ftill held 
her by the hand, left her on one fide of 
the altar, and took the place of the prieft 
behind, inftead of placing himfelf on the 
fide oppofite to her. She began to be afto- 
nifhed at this fituation, when another per- 
fon, in a warlike drefs, took hold of her 
hand, and kneeling down with one knee, 


bath’d it with tears, without fhewing his 
face. | 


At this fhe turn’d haftiiy toward Sethos, 
thinking to take refuge in his arms, but he 
was vanifh’d, and fhe faw him no more. 
The warrior likewife difappeared, but the 
prieft and prieftefs who followed her, and 
had an eye upon her, feated her, almoft 
fainting, in a large elbow chair. Immedi- 
ately darknefs being fpread over the whole 

place, 
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place, they carried her in a machine made 
for that purpofe, and in which her two 
guides were with her, to the apartment they 
had given her adjoining to the temple. The 
apartment was exactly under their theatre ; 
and as the paflage to it was totally darken’d, 
the confulters, when they faw light, found 
themfelves there without knowing which way 
they came into it, or being able to conceive 
how they were convey’d fo long a way in fo 
fhort a time. 


As foon as the princefs came to herfelf, 
the prieft and prieftefs told her, that their 
office was finifh’d with her ; but that, if 
fhe pleas’d, fhe might remain yet twenty- 
four hours in that apartment; after which 
they fhould defire her to remove to another, 
if fhe did them the honour to accept of a 
lodging with the prieftefles for a retirement 
of fome weeks ; but that the apartment fhe 
was then in was fet apart for confulters. 
They added at the fame time, that fhe was 


_ at her liberty, even in that apartment, .du« 


ring thefe twenty-four hours, to command 
fuch diet as fhe fhould think fit; and either to 
be with them two alone, or to have greater 
company if fhe defired it. They let her 
fee thro’ a lettice of her chamber, a table 
richly covered in an adjoining apartment, 
and the fame company who had receiv’d her, 
waiting impatiently for her orders. Mnevia, 
who was extremely polite and complaifant, 
AE à an{wer'd 


The Life of SETHOS. 447 
anfwer’d her guides, that fhe defired only 
half an hour’s refpite to recover and drefs 
herfelf, which fhe beg’d the prieft would go 
immediately and tell the company, that did 
her the favour to wait for her. She added, 
however, before he went out, that as fhe 
could not leave the king her father longer 
alone, fhe would depart immediately after 
the repaft, which fhe would accept of with 
the priefts and prieftefles, and defir’d him 
to give notice of it to her ladies and atten- 
dants. At the expiration of half an hour, 
when fhe left the apartment fhe had been 
in, to repair to the other, fhe, with great 
marks of friendfhip and gratitude, em- 
brac’d the prieftefs, who, befides the affi- 
duity of her converfation and advice, had 
attended her during the twelve days asa 
menial fervant ; and giving her her pic- 
ture enrich’d with diamonds, fhe promis’d 
a more confiderable prefent for the temple 
of Heliopolis. 


As foon as the princefs, attended by the 
whole company who had been at table with 
her, was enter’d into her chariot, her nurfe, 
who fat by her, as fhe had done in coming, 
faid to her; Oh madam! how impatient 
have I been to fee you, to inform you of a 
happy piece of news, which perhaps you 
have not heard in the retirement from 
whence you come. Your lover, who is 

now 


448 The Life of SETHOS. 


now known, is preparing to come to T'anis, 
ready to efpoufe you, freed from all diffi. 
culties, and efpecially from that which 

would have been made him by the king, | 
This lady gave her immediately fuch a fa- | 
vourable account of this event, that the | 
ptincefs look’d upon all the Ginifter fortune | 
which had been foretold her, in the anfwers | 


fhe had receiv’d, as mere fiction. But to | 


make the reader underftand the fubje& of | 
this her confidence, it is neceflary to go 
back to Sethos, under the name of Cheres, | 
to the camp where we left him conqueror | 
ofthe Arabians, and mafter of the perfonof | 
Afares, his former flave, who ‘had ufurp’d | 
his name. 


| T HE conferyator, when he departed from | 
this camp for Memphis, had-his prifoner put | 
into a chariot, where he was alone, feated, | 
and liable to no other inconvenience but that 
of not fecing any body, and haying no other 
light but from the top of the boards which 
encompa{s’d it. There he was fed when 
they baited in Re day-time, without being 
fpoken to: and when they encamped in 
the night-time, Cheres ordered’ a bed to be 
Jaid for him in the fame chariot, long 
enough for him to lie upon, and had him 
guarded by centinels who were reliev'd from 
time to time. Being arriv’d at Memphis, he 
went immediatly to the king’s palace, and 


pie= 
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prefenting him the two princes whom he 
had brought back with hiin, he told him, be- 
fore a numerous court, That befides infi- 
nite proofs they had giver of their valour 
and prudence, he was indebted for his life 
to prince Beon, who had warded off a blow 
of a fabré, aim’d at him by the enemy’s 
general ; and. that the kingdom, and all 
Egypt were bound to prince Pemphos for 
burning the Arabian fleet. He added, That 
with refpe& tothe prifoner he brought, he 
thought it neceflary to ereét a latge fcaffold- 
ing before the gate of the palace; that he 
might there be oblig’d to anfwer, in the pre- 
fence of all the people, the queftions which 
he fhould put to him, he having been prefent 
at the fiege of Coptos, where Sethos difap- 
pear’d : That he would be affifted in this éx= 
amination by priefts who, had attended Sethos 
from his infancy to the conclufion of his ini- 
tiation; and that thofe of the lords that were 
prefent, who liad been witneiles to the whole 
adminiftration of queen Nephte, might form 
their doubts, or communicate what they 
knew on this head. The queen, who for 
many reafons fear’d the confequences of this 
examination, cry’d out immediately, That 
it was unneceffary, and that it would be 
fufficient to confine Sethos to perpetual im- 
prifonment: A punifhment too mild, added 
fhe, for His rebellion, and for the misfor- 
tunes hé has brought upon Egypt For 

Vou IL. Ge that 
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that very reafon, madam, replied the con- | 
fervator, the criminal ought to be expos’ d | 


to a publiek judgment, which by condemn- 
ing the perfon, will perhaps clear the name, 


The king, fenfible of the obligation he had 

to Cheres, declared himfelf pofitively of his | 
mind, and added, That he referr’d this affair | 
to him to purfue, and conclude it as he | 


fhould judge proper. 


CHERES, when he werit out of the pa- | 
lace, told prince Beon in private, That he | 
had an hour’s time to go and fee his prin- | 
cefs, who was with the prieftefles ; but he | 
pray’d him not to bring her back then, be- 
caufe it would be neceffary for him to be | 
prefent at the examination of the prifoner, | 
which he would give dire@tions: for imme- | 
diately. ‘The icaffolding, which was miade — 
ufe of upon other occafions, being erected | 
in lefs than an hour, fo near tothe balcony | 
of the palace, that whatever was faid on | 
both fides might be plainly heard ; Cheres, | 
attended by eight or ten priefts, who had 
known him from his infancy, and the two | 
who followed him in his ag San as like- © 


wife about ten or twelve lords, who had 


been prefent at the nuptials of Oforoth with | 
 Nephte, came firft upon the fcaffolding. In 
the mean time, the king, with Daluca, his | 


two fons, and as many of the court, both 
men and women, as the balcony and wine 
| dows 
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dows of the palace would contain, were in 


expectation of this fpeétacle, and of the fen- | 


tence the confervator would pronounce. At 
length the prifoner was brought thro’ an 
innumerable crowd of people who were 
below. As foon as he was afcended, and 
plac’d before his judge, perceiving his ini- 
tiate’s veft thro’ the mail of his armour, 
which the other perfons who were prefent 
had not yet obferv’d, and feeing him en- 
compafs’d by the priefts ready to confound 
a counterfeit Sethos, by the bare prelimina- 
ties of the initiation, which were wanting in 


him, he cry’d out, Oh! unhappy that I am, 


Iam but the flave Afares. My repentance; 
however, for having deceived mankind by 
the falfe name I have aflumed, does not 
come up to the joy I have in being the firft 
to difcover in this hero the trtie Sethos, my 
mafter and my conqueror. At the fame 
time, taking his ring from his finger, he 
faid ; My lord, I reftore you the ting I 
took from you the fatal night at Coptos : I 
did not however take it; till I thought you 


dead of a wound you had feceiv'd by the - 


fide of a young lord, who thought you dead 
as well as I : It was I, (reply’d inftantly, a 
young lord about the age of Sethos, who 
was at one of the windows of the palace). 
Afares, continuing his difcourfe, which 
ovetjoy’d every one, faid, I confefs, my 

lord, that the adyantage I had of being edu- 
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cated near your perfon, made me believe 
I was the fitteft perfon in the world to 
fupply your place. The victories I have 
obtain’d in Arabia, and even my whole con- 
duct, could have continued to fupport this | 
opinion in the publick, if you had not ri- | 
fen from the dead in the perfon of the great | 
Cheres. But, ye gods, what a difference | 
there is in ten? Even with the renown’d | 
name of Sethos, I have not been ableto ob- | 
tain the fame which Sethos has acquir’d un- | 
der the unknown name of Cheres, Lead | 
me to my punifhment, which I have but too — 
juftly deferv’d; and I previoufly pronounce | 
myfelf the fame fentence as that of my | 
judge. | 


‘Tuts teftimony of the criminal was im- 
mediately confirm’d, by that of all the priefts, 
and efpecially of the two who had known | 
young Sethos in the ifland of Taprobane : | 
They related how he had been brought thi- | 
ther by the Pheenician fleet commanded by 
Aftartus, into whofe hands this prince had | 
been put as a common foldier of Memphis | 
nam’d. Cheres, fold by the Ethiopians, who 
had taken him wounded, and almoft dead, 
in the night-combat at Coptos. They gave 
a brief account of the viétory which his 
valour and skill had aflifted the Pheenicians 
in gaining over the iflanders. They de- 
clard how the two ALI being recon- 
| cil’d, 
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cil’d, thought they might intruft him with 
a fleet with which he undertook and glo- 
rioufly compleated the whole tour of Africa! 
Thefe two priefts at laft attefted, that they 
had never left him fourteen days together, 
from their departure from 'Taprobatie, to 
his return to Egypt. The king then de- 
fir’d to fee this famous ring ; which, inftéad 
of difcovering his fon at once, had very 
near carry d the caufe of an impoftor. 
Sethos deliver’d it him in the balcony, from 
the top of the fcaffolding, which was not 
above the léngth of two mens arms dif. 
tance: but he added the late queen his 
mother’s ring, which, he faid, fhe had given 
him on the day of her death, in the pre- 
fence of an ancient lady whom he pointed 
to in the balcony. It was the firft lady of 
honour to the late queen, who confirm’d 
the fa& with tranfports of affection which 
interrupted her words. ‘The king had now 
thé fatisfaétion of comparing thefe two 
ftones, with that which he wore himfelf on 
his finger, and to fee together the images 
of the three deities, which he had caus’d to 
be carv’d upon the fame emerald, and after- 
watds to be feparated to make three rings, 
of which we made mention in the firft 
book of this hiftory. _.. 

OsorotH did not ftop thefe ; for per- 
ceiving very plainly the inclination of the 
Gg 3 people, 
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people, fhewn by their endlefs acclamations, 
he caus’d himfelf to be carry’d down in the 
chair he fate in, and in the fame manner 
up to the fcaffolding ; there, fpeaking as 
loud as he pofhbly could to the whole af- 
fembly, he faid; I fee my people are in | 
expectation I fhould reftore the affurance of | 
the fucceflion to my fon Sethos. I will 
exceed their expectations and their wifhes. 
I this moment defcend from my throne, to 
give place to a fon who will fill it better 
than I. Immediately taking his crown from 
off his own head, he order’d Sethos to. kneel 
before him ; and having made him take off | 
his helmet, fix'd the fame diadem on his. | 
This fhort ceremony was follow’d by ap- 
plaufes, which for a whole hour hinder’d 
every one from hearing each other fpeak. 
At the expiration of this time, Oforoth be- 
ing retir'd, and king Sethos remaining alone 
upon the fcaffolding with thofe who had 
attended him as judges, faid to the people ; 
That tho’ the impoftor Afares had deferv’d 
death, by the war he had wag’d againft 
Egypt ; he thought himfelf, however, | 
oblig’d to begin his reign by an a& of 
mercy : That therefore he granted the cri- 
minal his life, and would even retain him 
in his fervice, but in the name and quality 
of a flave ; which he judg’d would be a 
fufficient punifhment for a man, who by 

his 
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his valour and capacity had been made 
general of an army. 


THE new king being return’d immedi- 
ately afterwards into the palace, began, by 
asking for the king his father, who had 
already chofen a retir’d and not very ex- 
tenfive apartment. Sethos, upon entring, 
proftrated himfelf at his feet. The king, 
having made him rife, told him; He fhould 
now die contented, fince the return of his 
true fon had given him an opportunity of 
doing the only noble aétion of his life. He 
immediately difmifs'd him, to go and re- 
ceive the homage of his new fubjects. The 
firft which was render’d him, was that of 
the two princes. After having embrac’d the 
eldeft, he order’d him privately to difpenfe 
for fome days from going to fee the prin- 
cefs his fpoufe, at the facerdotal palace ; 
becaufe the news he had to carry her might 
caufe an emotion in her mind, which might 


be prejudicial to her health, in the condi- — 


tion fhe was in : That it would even be in 
vain for him to attempt it ; and that they 
had already his orders on that head in the 
facerdotal palace for a term which he would 
foon know. Having in the fame manner 
receiv'd homage from prince Pemphos, he 
whifper’d him, That he would promote his 
marriage, by removing certain difficulties 
which the former adminiftration had caus’d : 
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That therefore he fhould ’till then take care 


not to make any fteps towards it of himfelf, 
for fear of fpoiling all. 


Iz won't be thought ftrange, that queen 
Daluca, having loft her dignity, againft her 
will, by the voluntary abdication of her 
husband, was retir’d into the inmoft of her 
apartments : but fhe carry’d her defpair 
yet farther. Seeing herfelf divefted of the 
power fhe had ’till then exercis’d, and of all 
hopes of any future power, upon: which fhe 
fet a yet much greater value ; and per- 
fuaded befides, that Sethos would take 
vengeance for the deftruétion formerly de- 
fign’d him, and for all her oppreflions du- 
ring the courfe of her adminiftration and 
credit ; fhe became her own Judge, by 
{wallowing a poifon, which fhe believ’d 
more violent and more efficacious than in 
_ reality it prov'd. And thus fhe had all the 
time neceffary to fee all the unworthy fub- 
jects fhe had advanc’d, difcharg’d from their 
employs throughout the whole extent of 
the kingdom. Sethos intrufted the manage- 
ment of thele changes to the priefts of 
Memphis, who had a: knowledge of every 
thing ; and he was very well affur’d, that 
the felf-intereft of priefthood would have 
no, fhare in their choice. Daluca had the 
fatisfaétion to fee fome of thefe officers dif- 
plac’d, who, having had no recommendation 

to 
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to her choice but their wickednefs, were 
become perfidious even to her. She had 
learn’d, but too late, that a king is never 
faithfully ferv’d but by fuch who are ftriét{y 
virtuous ; and that thofe vicious men, who 
make fo great an outward fhew of loyalty 
to their prince, are only devoted to their 
own fortune. Sethos took care not to {up- 
ply their places, but to have their funétions 
exercis'd by thofe officers who were next 
under them, as well in the city as the pro- 
vinces, ‘till the future nomination. 


Durinc this interval, the confervator 
had frequently made mention of the cere- 
mony of his coronation : but he would not 
fix the day, ’till he faw the effet of the 
poifon the queen had taken. He had from 
time to time particular information of her 
condition : And his defign was, if fhe did 
not die, to remain king, in order to keep 
her in fubjeétion ; being determin’d not to 
bring her to any open punifhment, out of 
refpeét to his father, either during his life, 
or after his death: but he would have 
made prince Beon his part’ner in the crown ; 
as well to comply with the intention of 
Oforoth, as abundantly to fulfil the promife 
he had made him, when he recommended 
his two fons to his care ; but principally, 
becaufe he could not marry, by reafon’ of 
his cath to the princefs Mnevia ; and he, 

how- 
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however, thought it convenient, that the 
proper heirs tq the crown we Memphis 
fhould fee their father upon the throne, 
But when he was affur’d that Daluca could 
not efcape the death fhe had given herfelf, 
he thought he might now give the greater 
{cope to his generofty ; ; and particularly, 
remove all fufpicion and jealoufy from the 
title of confervator: which the love of his 
country, and the choice of all the kings of 
Egypt, made him, at the bottom. of his 
foul, prefer to that of king of Memphis. He 
even made, in private, a reflection, which 
has fince been avouched by great authors, 
viz. That the beft of kings, and the moft 
defirable: for the fubje&, is, perhaps, a man 
of common parts ; becaufe he is lefs liable, 
than greater minds, to think himfelf more 
knowing than the laws *. They have 
even added, That, with regard to neigh- 
bouring ftates, a king who has a great deal 
of probity and uprightnefs, has little need 
of politicks +. Sethos therefore appointed 
the next day, which was the fifth after his 
manifeftation, for a ceremony, which was 
to be much more fingular than he had made 
known ; for he had not communicated to 
the royal family, nor the pablick, either 


* Thucydides, J. 3. in the harangue of Cleon. 
+ It is one of the ACT Fo of Confucius, related at the 
endof the Memoirs of China, by father le Comte. 


the 
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the firft defign, which he had form’d ; or 


the fecond, which he was about to ex- 
ecute. 


A 'THEATRE was erected, according to 
cuftom, at the end of the court of the 
temple. Iomit all the defcriptions of the 
magnificence and order of all the princes, 
lords, and every rank of citizens, who 
affifted at this auguft ceremony, to fpeak 
only of what concerns Sethos and his bro- 
ther. The new king, who had orderd 
every one to lay afide their accoutrements 
of war, accompany’d by prince Beon, as 
heir-apparent to the crown, went firft i into 
the temple, where the gods were implor’d 
to render his reign aufpicious, by facrifices, 
and hymns made exprefly for that purpofe. 
From thence twelve priefts firft afcended 
the theatre, carrying an altar upon which 
was a crown of gold. King Sethos follow’d 
them, with his brother ; and after having 
fate a moment upon a throne rais’d three 
fteps, which was erected oppofite to the 
altar, he arofe, and took the crown, which 
he plac’d himfelf upon his own head, under 
the found of trumpets, and the acclama- 
tions of the people. He then kneel’d down 
upon a cufhion, and bow’d very low to- 
wards the temple. Being plac’d again upon 
the throne, he made the priefts infcribe his 
name in the regifter of the kings of Mem- 

phis, 
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name in the regifter of the kings of Mem- 

phis, 
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phis, by the name of Sethos Sofis, or Sethos 
Confervator : He likewife refery’d his place 
among the fepulchres of the labyrinth at 
the feet of the queen his mother. ‘Then 
rifing from his throne, he plac’d the crown 
upon the altar, from whence he had taken 
it: but returning again to his place, he 
cal’d his brother, and making him kneel 
before him, he loofen’d his diadem from his 
own head, and plac’d it upon his, while 
aftonifhment made him dumb and motion- 
lefs. He faid to him ; Brother, I do with 
regard to you, what my father did to me: 
The generofity he difplay’d upon knowing 
me}; to renounce his défigns in your favour, 
require me to purfüe them; I therefore 
réftore you his throne, becaufe yôu don’t 
difpute it with me; but principally, be- 
canfe your natural goodnefs gives me reafon _ 
to expect from you a government as happy 
for your péople, as I fhould attempt to 
procure them mytfelf. My father and yours 
#8 contented with thetitle ofking-father; and 
¥ think myfelf too much honour’d with' the 
title of King-conférvator. For you, you dre 
king of Memphis. But tho’ my quality of 
mitiate difpens’d my coronation from longer 
cérémonies, you muft hear from thé mouth 
of the higheprieft, who is now going to 
fpeak, the behaviour of the Kings our firft 
anceftors, that it may be a rule for yours. 
After that, you fhall go and take the crown 
from 
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from the altar yourfelf, as I did, to fhew 
the people that you receive it from the 

_ gods alone, and that I am only the inftru- 
ment that has plac’d it on your head, Im- 
mediately the king-confervator arofe, made 
his brother afcend the threne, and {fate 
down himfelf among the priefts. In the - 
fame inftant, the new king, turning his 
head, at a buftle which he heard at the 
gate of the temple, was extremely fur- 
priz'd to fee the princefs his fpoufe, now 
queen, who was immediately feated in the 
fame place, on a throne which was one ftep 
lower than that of the king’s, 


THEN the high-pneft, ftanding between 
the altar and the king, who was fitting, 
made the following fpeech to him: My 
lord ! I begin, by congratulating you, 
in the name of all your people, that the 
difcovery, of an elder brother, who by his 
birthright, and the glory of all his actions, 
fhould, in appearance, deprive you for ever 
from the fucceflion which was defign’d 
you, has further’d your acceflion to the 
crown. He, from this day, puts you into 
the quiet poffeflion of a throne, to which 
you, had but a difputed title before him. 
In the life of this hero alone centre all the 
great examples which are difpers’d in the 
long feries of, our annals, ‘That, my lord! 
is.not, however, the model which. he = | 
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felf propofes for you to follow. Your en. 
gagements are very different from thofe he 
has laini under hitherto: And we exhort 
you, To take pattérn, for your condué; 
from that which would have been his for 
the future, if His generofity had not tranf- 
ferr’d his right to you. It is by that fpirit 
which led him into a world befote un- 
known, which enabled him to combat with 
fo many enemies, which made him take fo 
many different forms, as time ahd place re- 
quir'd : By that fame fpirit, I fay, my 
lord! you will eftablifh yotirfelf in your 
dominions, keep peace with your neigh« 
bours, and conform to the conftant maxims 
of our firft kings your anceftors. The cere- 
mony of this auguft day obliges me to re- 


_ mind you of the fimplicity of their cuftoms, 


the aufterity of their lives, and even of the 
reftraint and fubjection of their perfons. 
It is not for you to tie yourfelf down 
to their examples, taken literally. ‘The 
progrefs of underftanding, the refinement 
of manners, and the politenefs of the eri- 
fuing dges, have chang’d that exterior of 
things, which was look’d upon as trouble- 
fome to no purpofe : but it will always bé 
of confequence to you, to go back to thofe 
principles upon which thofe great men 
acted, and to go in fearch of viftue con- 
ceal’d under the rough outfide of their 
cuftoms ; and which, without doubt, was 

pre< 
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preferved in that manner more fecure, than 


it has been fince under more agreeable 
appearances. 


Our ancient kings were tied down to 
certain rules in every thing, not only with 
regard to the government of their kingdom, 
but with refpeét to their private behavi- 
our *. They were not allowed to be fer- 
ved by flaves bought with money, of even 
born in their palaces; but they had the 
children of the priefts and young lords of 
the moft diftinguifhed education, all up- 
wards of twenty years of age, for their fer- 
vants; that the king, having the moft con- 
fiderable of the Egy-ptian youth always be- 
fore his eyes, might never do any thing un- 
worthy the majefty of his rank. Above all, 
there were certain ftated hours, as well by 
day as by night, in which the king was 
not his own mafter, but was obliged to per- 
form thofe duties the laws requir’d of him. 
At break of day he was to read the letters 
which came to him from all parts; that be- 
ing himfelf inftruéted of the neceflities of 
his kingdom, he might provide for every 
need, and remedy every evil. After come 
ing out of the bath, he was cloathed with a 


x This is taken almoft word for werd from Diod. 
lib. t. fe&. 2. | 
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coftly habit, and other marks of royalty, to 
go and facrifice to the gods. When the 
victims were brought to the altar, the high- | 
prieft ftanding, and in the prefence of all | 
the affembly, implored the gods with an 
audible voice, that they would preferve the 
king, and heap all manner of profperity up- 
on him, becaufe he govern’d his fubjects 
with equity. He next inferted in his 
prayer an enumeration of all the virtues pro- 
per for a king, continuing thus; Becaufe he 
is mafter of himfelf, magnanimous, benevo- 
lent, affable toward others, and an enemy of | 
falfhood; his punifhments are not adequate 
to the crimes they are infliéted for, and his 
rewards exceed the fervices done him. He 
next condemn’d the failings the king was 
fallen into thro’ ignorance. It is true, he 
clear d the king of them, but he heap'd 
execrations upon flatterers, and all thofe who 
gave him evil counfel. The high-pricft 
took this: method, becaufe advices, mix’d 
with praifes, are more efficacious than harfh 
admonitions, to bring kings to a fear of the 
gods, and.alove of virtue, Having then 
perform’d, the: facrifice, the reader of the 
facred writings read fome exploits, or re- 
markable fayings of great men; that the 
fovereign of the republick, having his mind 
ftock’d with excellent principles and ex- 
amples, might put them in practice upon all 
eccafions which offer’d. It was not only 
: the 
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the time for giving audiences, and pronoun- 
cing judgment, which were prefcrib’d him, 
but he could not take a walk, ufe the 
bath, or do any thing whatfoever, but at 
fix’d hours He was allow’d only plain 
diet, and they gave him fuch a portion of 
wine, as not only could not vifibly dif- 
order him, but could not in the leaft ime 
pair his judgment. In fhort, whatever re- 
garded diet, was fo well order’d, that thofe 
regulations might rather be éfteem’d the 
prefcriptions ofa phyfician, than the ftatutes 
ofa law-giver. But if it feem’d fingular, that 
a king had not the liberty of indulging his 
appetite at his meals, it was at leaft excel- 
lent, and very advantageous, that he could 
not gratify either his paffion or his caprice 
in the affairs of ftate; and that both in the ~ 
§ judgments he gave, and the punifhments he 
infli€ted, he was tied up to what the laws — 
appointed in every circumftance they had 
provided for, By that likewife, they fcreen’d 
themfelves from unjuft and importunate re- 
§ quefts, from which a prince cannot be ex- 
empt, but by confining himfelf to wife and 
immutable rules. Thefe, my lord, are what 
they formerly call’d the privileges and plea- 
fures of royalty. That goodnefs which is 
your character, and of which you give con- 
tinual proofs, and the courage you have 
fhewn on a fignal occafion, give us reaion 
to hope you will come up to the virtues of 
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your anceftors. ‘They ought to be to you 


an object of emulation, of fo much the more 
concern, as you will exercife them with more 


liberty, and will fecure the fame reward 


with lefs trouble. 


Tue king from his throne made the high | 
prieft a bow, which fhew’d he approv’d of | 
his difcourfe, and that his intention was to | 


follow his advice. Defcending at the fame 


time from the throne, and turning towards | 


the people, he faid, That fo far from hay- 
ing carneftly fought the crown, it had been 
a real uneafinefs to him, in the time even 
of the counterfeit Sethos, to rob him of a 
_ fcepter which he thought his right by birth, 


as unworthy of it as he had made humfelf | 


with regard to the king his father, by his 

threats and hoftilities. That the difcovery 

ofthe true Sethos had been avery great 
_ eafe to his mind ; becaufe it freed his coun- 
try from thofe foreign, and even civil wars, 
to which the uncertainty of a lawful fuc- 
ceflor would have expos’d it. But that 
finally, fince king Sethos,-his lord and elder 
brother, had abfolutely refolw’d to refign 
the kingdom, which was in his own poffef- 


fon, to him, he would govern it by his | 


eounfels. alone. That thus the people of 
Memphis did not in reality lole their true 
mafter, who only acquir’d a new title of 
glory by his generofity. He then me" 
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atély finifh’d the ceremony, by taking the 
crown and placing it on his head, by kneel- 
ing down towards the temple, and then 
placing thé crown > a upon the altar. All 
the people return’d back to thé temple, 
where the laft facrifices were to be per- 
form’d. 


S—ETHOS would not follow the king and 
queen thither, for fear his frefence might draw 
the eyes of the people upon him. But calling 
Pemphos, to difcourfe with him concerning 
his marriage, he immediately inform’d him 
that his mother expired the moment they — 
brought her the news that he had been fo 
generous to piers his brother on the throne, 
expreffing the defpair fhe was in for having 
fhortned her days, by the falfe dread fhe had 
conceiv’d, that her fon would never be king. 
Sethos anfwer’d him, that fhe had deceiv’d 
_herfelf in all her conjectures, except in that 
which fhe might have had, that her power 
was at an end ; at leaft, faid he, unlefs fhe 
had made ufe of the fame expedient to re- 
move me, as fhe had taken herfelf, But 
let us talk no more of her; even her fons, 
who' may be affliéted for her perfon, ought 
to blame her life and death. I calld you 
to tell you, that after having provided for 
your brother, my thoughts are now em- — 
ployd for you. I will depart immediately 
or'Tanis : Butas I may perhaps want more. 
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than one day for this negociation, you fhall 
follow me incognito and difguis'd ; that if 
our bufinefs fhould not at firft fucceed, this 
delay, being hid from the publick, will be 
lefs fenfible to you. I hope neverthelefs 
to procure you an audience of the king, and 
of the princefs in particular, as foon as I 
have prepared them : and as foon as your | 
marriage is determined, you fhall return in | 
order to go back again to Tañis with a fuit- | 
able fplendor. | | 


T H1s converfation led the two brothers 
to the palace, where king Oforoth knew no | 
end of praifing his eldeft fon : and at the 
return of the king and queen from the 
temple, Sethos was tir’d with new expref- | 
fions of gratitude, infomuch that he at laft | 
told them, that what he had done had pro- | 
ceeded from principles far fuperior to thofe | 
of praife and thanks; that generofities | 
founded upon fuch trifling views were liable 
to repentance ; that it was duty alone which | 
juftify’d great facrifices, and was alone ca- 
pable to place a man above the oppofitions 
and reluctance of nature. He added, that 
befides the intention of the kings of Egypt, 
who would never have given the title and 
power of Confervator to one of their bre- 
thren, he had private obligations which 
excluded him from thé throne ; and that, 
in fhort, the only thing they could be 7 
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lig’d to him for, was the joy he was fen- 
fible of, that his own chains had given him 
an opportunity of making thofe happy, 
who in other refpeëts deferv’d to be fo, This 
difcourfe chang’d the torrent of encomiuins 
to which Sethos was expos’d, to a fincere 
refpeét, which was more pleafing, and lef 
troublefome. - | 


To conclude, he found means, notwith- 
ftanding the hurries of the day, to inform 
the two kings-and the queen of his intend- 
ed journey to Tanis, in favour of prince 
Pemphos. The queen anfwer’d him, in a 
manner very agreeable to her father and 
fpoufe, that they would not prefume to 
praife or thank him for any thing, but that 
they would in filence fuffer him to do all 
the good he fhould think fit. Sethos, remain- 
ing afterwards alone with the king his bro- 
ther, told him, that having taken upon him, 
during his reign of five days, all the hatred 
of the vacancies he had made, he had de- 
fignedly referved him the pleafure of feve- 
ral places to difpofe of. King Beon pref- 
fing his hand, affur’d him, that he fhould - 
fix nothing on this head till after his re- 
turn. Sethos told him, that the only thing, 
he had to propofe to him, for the good and 
fatisfaétion of both, was to recall Amedes, 
and confer the miniftry upon him. He ad- : 
ded, that Gifcon, being fufficiently inftructed 
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by his own failings and adverfities, had now 
no more need of him ; and that even if he 
had, Amedes would prefer the feryice of his 
king to that of a foreign prince. Young 
Beon thank’d him for this adyice, which | 
took place of a great many other. But | 
this prince, whofe predominant character was 
goodnefs, took the opportunity of the fe- | 
paration, which this private conference had 
given him, to go and bewail his mother, and | 
to have her privately interr’d, becaufe fhe | 
would not have been admitted into any of 

the publick fepulchres of Egypt. 


Tue confervator arriy’d too fuddenly at 
Tanis, to allow time for any pompous re- 
ception. He in fome meafure furpriz’d the 
king and the princefs when he entered the 
palace. However Spanius, treating him as 
a king, gave him all the diftinétions of ho- | 
nour in his palace. The princefs was but 
joft arriv'd from Heliopolis, from whence 
fhe departed the very day of Sethos’s abdi- 
cation. And being yet blinded by the dif 
courfe fhe had had with her nurfe, fhe did 
not doubt, at feeing him, but he had re- 
nounc’d the crown of Memphis, to remove 
all obftacles to his marriage with her. Se- 
thos would not leave her long in this er- 
yor, nor act a counterfeit and dubious per- 
fon, beyond the firft compliments. There- 

fore, as he came thither fome hours before 
ee ee 
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noon, he took the opportunity of the king’s 
going to council, to defire a private audience 
of the princefs. She granted it him with plea- 
fure, and appointed him a meeting in one of 
the groves of her garden, whither fhe repair’d, 
accompany'd by one of her ladies. 


As foon as fhe came, this lady, who had 
been her nurfe, plac’d herfelf fo that the 
could not hear their difcourfe. Then Sethos, 
ftanding before the princefs, who was fitting, 
faid to her: Madam, one of the moft certain 
marks of the fincerity of my love is, that I 
am come myfelf to undeceive you of the 
hopes we had conceiv’d of it. Oh! what 
do I hear? cry’d fhe, I am then fallen, after 
fo many viciffitudes of hope and fear, into 
the precipice which waited for me! Im- 
mediately covering her face with both her 
hands, and refting her arms on her knees, 
fhe fuffer’d Sethos to continue as follows: I 
dare believe, madam, or rather I fee plainly, 
that this reverfe of fortune, of which I 
have been the firft fenfible in its utmoft 
rigour, will be advantageous to you, and 
will procure you amore happy futurity, than 
if a precipitate fate had given fuccefs to a 
defign already unpropitious in all its circum- 
ftances. What an office, O ye powerful 
gods ! do you enjoin me? The name of hero 
has fometimes been agreeable to my ears ; 
but I never deferv’d it but upon this occa- 

h 4 fion, 
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fion, in which I come to harden you againft 
myfelf, and to requeft of you, for your own 
benefit, an everlafting oblivion. I go farther, 
madam ; Satisty’d in the reafons which oblige 
me to forfake you, I expofe myfelf to the 
danger of feeing you again; to convince you, 
in your turn, of the motives which oblige 
you to abandon me. But the goodnefs you 
have had for Cheres, has laid a fufficient ob- 
ligation upon Sethos to difpofe you toa necef- 
fary feparation, by more agreeable and jufter 
means than to leave you in a fufpicion of his 
indifference or coldnefs. The moft effential 
happinefs of life, madam, is that peace of 
mind which arifes from the choice we make 
of our deftiny,-when we have it in our power, 
To this future peace, as fimple as it may 
feem to be, it is neceflary that we facrifice 
all the allurements and all the charms, which 
prefent time can offer. There is no paffion 
{o lively or fo tempting, which ought to hin- 
der us from forefeeing the judgment we fhall 
form of ourfelves, when a tranfitory infatua- 
tion fhall have given way to the reflections 
which fucceed it. The only truly generous 
love is that which having regard to duty and 
decency, and more jealous of the mutual 
efteem upon which it is founded, than of its 
own happinefs, does not expofe itfelf to be- 
come a fatal fubjeét of mutual reproaches. In 
this view, madam, allow me to examine 
both our ftates. And to begip by mine: I came 
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into my country with a defign of defending, 
the throne of Memphis againft the children 
of Daluca, whom I left very young, and 
imagin’d they were become as wicked as their 
mother. J flatter myfelf, in the alliance 
which the king your father does me the 
honour to offer me, to find a favourable afiift- 
ance for the execution of this defign, as foon 
as time fhould render it juft. Spanius, upon 
motives very different, requires the title of 
confervator of Egypt for me. All the kings 
of it grant his requeit, without excepting 
that cafe @f royalty, which they were no 
way appréhenfive of in me ; and even not 
believirig that a king, of the charaéter of 
Spanius, would think’ an honorary title fuf- 
ficient to render a man of no birth worthy of 
his daughter. I confefs, that the uprightnefs 
of my mesa had long conceal’d from me 
the inconfiftency of thefe two titles. But I 
began to fufpect it, when I was privately 
warn'd of it three days after my difcovery. 
‘What could I then do? I could not marry 
you, and keep the crown, becaufe of your 
father’s exclufion, which I knew nothing of 
till I was upon leaving you; nor any other, 
by reafon of the oath made to you. My 
father, before he knew me, or had refign’d his 
crown to me, entrufted me with the tuition 
of his two fons. I find a brother endued 
with all the goodnefs and meeknefs requir’d 
to fecure the welfare of his people. I, for 
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my part, can be of more fervice to Egypt in 
general, as confervator, than to Memphis alone 
as king. A dignity fo fpontaneoufly conferr’d, 
and which has no parallel, muft be more pre- 
cious to me, than a birthright, in which I 
have fo many equals. I refign to my brother, 
whom my arrival, fo fortunate for many 
others, feem’d to make unhappy, a throne 
upon which my father had plac’d me even 
in his life-time, tho’ he had fettled it upon 
him after his death. Oh! Madam, what 
efteem would you retain for me, if, in the 
face of the whole world, I fhould change 
principles fo juft, and, fince I muft fay it, 
fo glorious, into that of keeping myfelf for a 
miftrefs ; if from a reigning and fovereign 
king of Memphis, I fhould become the 
hufband and fubjeét of the princefs-queen of 
Tanis; if, in fhort, I fhould deftroy the 
gift of a throne, I have juft made my bro- 
ther, by fucceflors, who would one day dif- 
pute it with his; in a word, if after having 
been myfelf confervator of Egypt, I fhould 
become the difturber of it in my pofterity ? 
And you, madam, you wha ought to be 
more jealous than your father of your future 
authority, would you have nothing to fear 
from aman, whofe fame, be it well or ill- 
grounded, would give him more influence 
than he aims at, from a man, who knew him- 
felf king independent of you, who would 
have fuperior to you the title @f confervator 
| of 
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pf Egypt; or who, by the name of your 
hufband, would forfeit this title, unlefs he 
fupported it by a civil war, which would, 
perhaps, reduce your kingdom to the utmoft 
mifery ? | | 


Ou! Sethos, anfwer’d the princefs, in all 
you fay I have but one wrong to reproach 
you of : you have no farther love for me. I 
certainly did not deferye your refufing the 
crown of Memphis, when it was offer’d you. 
No, madam, faid Sethos, interrupting her, 
but you deferv'd my not refufing it: and your 
lover had not been worthy of you—— I fubmit, 
I tell you again, reply’d the princefs, interrupt- 
ing him likewife ; but you have no farther 
love for me. Why, muft all your zeal be 
employ'd to make the love of Gifcon and 
Zarita happy, which was fo blameable in its 
fource? And why muft you make it a prin- 
ciple of virtue to deftroy the union of our 
hearts, which you yourfelf thought fo inno- 
cent and fo juft? I confefs, that I am not ta 
compare with the heroin of Carthage: But, 
in fhort, the greateft heroins have but one 
life; and I fhauld be as ready to expole 
mine as fhe, if you ftood in need of a like 
affiftance. Oh! madam, reply’d Sethos, the 
difference between you and the princefs Zarita 
will be entirely to your advantage, if you 
yield to my reafons, and even to the neceffity 
ofcircumftances. Her courage was only vifible, 

; | in 


476 Ibe Life of SETHOS. 
in following a hufband fhe lov’d ; and yours 
will appear by abandoning a lover who adores 
you. Hers ought to be publick to the whole 
world; but yours will, and ought to have no 
witnefs but me. Shall I, in fhort, fay it? Your 
courage, even in thiscircumftance, in which I 
am the moft concern'd, will, however, exceed 
mine. In the difappointment of my love, I fhalt 
at leaft have the fatisfaction not to beftow my 
heart cn any one elfé, and never to fuffer the 
female fex to enter into my thoughts. You 
muft go farther, madam. Not only your 
condition of queen obliges you to a fpeedy 
marriage ; but, I prefume to tell you, you are 
no more miftrefs of your choice. An amiable 
prince, who has fulfill’d all the conditions 
you laid him under, who has ferv'd under 
me by your commands ; or rather, who com- 
manded: for me the battle of Utica ; who by 
his conduct and eloquence concluded the 
peace between the Carthaginians and the Tin- 
gitans, which, perhaps, I had not obtain’d 
but by force of arms; who, in fhort, with 
refpect to Egypt, contriv’d and executed the 
memorable enterprize of burning the Arabian 
fleet : This prince, madam, was, with re- 
fpe&, for the fulfilling of the hopes you 
never forbid him to entertain, and in which | 
he has perfever'd for three years. 


On! glorious Sethos, cry’d the princefs, | 
rifing up, I yield to this example, of heroifm. 
You, 
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You have two brothers by a mother-in-law, 
who fought to take away your life: to one 
you refign your crown, and to the other your 
miftrefs. I am too happy in the part you 
fuffer me to take in the exercife of your vir- 
tues, and the accomplifhment of your de- 
figns. To love you isa privilege to which 
no mortal ought to afpire ; and I place myfelf 
among the crowd of your admirers. For my 
part, I accept of prince Pemphos, whofe 
merit I am not ignorant of; and it fhall de- 
pend upon my father’s will to crown his 
conftancy. | 


AT this inftant the king, who, at coming 
out from the council, had been inform’d that 
the confervator was gone into the garden with 
the princefs and her nurfe, came to look for 
them. He communicated to Sethos and his 
daughter a letter which he receiv’d in council 
from the kings of ‘Thebes and This. They 
advis'd him, that they were overjoy'd to find 
king Sethos had refolv’d to abdicate his crown, 
that he might with lefs fufpicion continue in 
the dignity of confervator. ‘That they were 
inclin’d to believe he had not renoune’d the 
throne of his forefathers to obtain by mar- 
riage the title of king of Tanis. That how- 
ever, as king Spanius might have been 
inform’d of the birth of this prince, while 
difguis’d under a new name, during his fo- 
journ at Tanis; and, as a confequence of this 

difcovery, 


478 The Life of SETHOS: 
difcovery, have had fome thoughts of maf- 
rying him with his daughter ; they entreated 
him to confider the inconveniencies which 
might enfue, if the title of confervator of 
Egypt center d in the perfon of a king of 
any one dynafty. 


Ar thefe words, without reading any 
farther, Spanius faid to Sethos, That he was, 
beyond difpute, too much a friend to his 
country, to have any farther thoughts of 
an alliance which he had himfelf been 
pleas’d with. The princefs anfwer’d firft, 
That Sethos was come on purpofe to dif- 
engage himfelf, and that their whole dif- 
courfe had run upon that fubject. Sethos 
immediately added, That he had commif: 
fion from king Oforoth, and the king his 
‘fon, to defire for prince Pemphos the ho: 
nour of efpoufing the princefs-queen : That 
Re had with the greater pleafure accepted 
of this commiffion ; becaufe the queen of 
‘Memphis being with child, remov’d the 
prince yet farther from any hopes of fuc: 
ceffion to this kingdom. Spatius anfwer’d, 
‘That as well his daughter, as he, would 
with jor aceept of prince Peniphos ; and 
that, before Sethos came, he, of all the 
princefs Mnevia’s fuitors, was the moft agree. 
able to both of them. Sethos added, Tha. 
thé prince was at that time incognito i 
Fanis, becaufe he would not appear in 

pub- 
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publick before he had obtain’d the king 
and princefs’s leave ; but that the fubmif- 
five love he had for her, would not, how- 
ever, let him wait the decifion of his deftiny 
at Memphis. Sethos foon fent for the prince, 
on whom this alliance was going to confer 
the title of prince-king : They Rept him > 
three whole days, to fettle the articles of 
marriage with. him. | 


As for Sethos, he took upon him to re- 
turn inftantly, to give the two kings of 
Memphis the anfwer they expeéted on the 
fubje&t of his negotiation : but the real ins 
tent of his leaving Tanis fo fuddenly, was, 
to prevent interviews, which might be dan- 
gerous as well to himfelf as the princefs, and 
which ceafing to be neceflary, were no longer 
lawful. At his return to Memphis, after hav- 
ing inform'd the two kings and the queen of 
the agreeable news he brought, he went to 
vifit a large palace adjoining to the temple, 
which he had caus’d to be fitted up before 
his departure. There it was he had plac’d 
the officers and domefticks dependant on hts 
dignity, not forgetting the flave Afares. He 
had an apartment proper to receive, .and 
even to entertain, the ambaffadors that might 
Ke fent him, as in reality there were fre- 
cuently in the fequel : for there having been 
1.0 foreign war during the remainder of his 
ife, he exercis’d his office of conferyator, 
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by adjufting feveral differences between the 
kings of Egypt, who had fubmitted them to 
his decifion. He even receiv’d ambafladors 
from feveral more diftant kings: And the 
king of Phænicia thought himfelf oblig’d to 
come and thank him in perfon. Soon after- 
wards, Amedes, who had been fent for by 
king Beon himfelf, came to court : He gave 
an account, that prince Zoros, following the 
example of king Oforoth, had refign’d his | 
dignity to his fon ; and that the fenate had 
confented to this abdication with great en- 
comiums as well with regard to one as the 
other ; and that the princefs Zarita, being 
daily more and more ref{pected by the father 
and the fon, was likewife become the won- 
der and the darling of the Carthaginians. 
As for Sethos, he retir’d to the priefts, 
where the king his brother went almoft 
daily to confult with him, in an outward 
"apartment contiguous to another leffer and 
_ meaner, which he poffefs’d in the facerdotal 
palace, as a right due to all initiates: but 
he never appear’d in any other place of the. 
city but in this apartment to the inhabitants, 
and in his palace to ftrangers ; becaufe he 
would not excite in the people any remem- 
brance. that might be of prejudice to the 
reigning king. “Fhus: he, was greater in 
his retirement, than ‘by his difcoveries and 
exploits. CEA 
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